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cellentand vertuous Princeffe, and 


“our cratious fouereigne Ladie Eliza- 
beth, by thegraceof GOD , of Englande, 
F raunce,and Ireland “Queene: elon! 
der of the Chriftian Faith. 8c. 
Long life,with accomplith- 
ment of all Godly 


defires, 


LGHT noble & 
DN || "oft gratious fone 
v\ 2) pene if [ fhould 
Wee) write or dedicate a- 
AM bay 0 th Inge, As of my 
felfe, Orbe sin vse 
laa ee any Jpark of prefi wip On 
or Jingularitie, as amatter meete for the 
wiewe of the maiefiie of your facred per- 
Jon, or fufficient fatiffaction vnto the 
depth of your dinine indgment snot only 
mine owne weakenes would bewra Ly Me, 


qt), and 
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The Epiftle 
and inftly yeald a cruel [courge of my 
difcredite , but alfo procure my worthte 
reprebenfion,and no leffe deferued cha- 
flicemet. But imply pre[uming of your 
maiefties milde ¢ accuftomed fanour, 
prouoked by the eloquence of the eAu- 
thor encouraged by the profite x plea- 
ure of the matter ,imboldened becaufe 
this biftorie bath beene dedicated by 
Syr Antonie of Gueuara , 7 accep- 
ted of Charles the fitth, an Emperour 
of no common renowne,and no leffe per- 
Juaded by the bumblenes of aduetifull 
minde, as one vowed by othe and alege- 
ance to execute my utter feruice in eue- 
ry exployt toyour Maieftie: the regard 
whereof not leadeth but coftraineth(al- 
though with blufhing & bafbjullface) 
to prefent untoyour magnificece this my 

fimple trauell , tranflated out of Spa- 
nifh intothe Englifhe tongue , contey- 
> a ae 


Dedicatorie. 
ning the lines of tenne Emperours of 
Rome,namely, Tratane Cocetus, A- 
drian, Antoninus Pius ,Comodus, 
Pertinax, lulianus,Seuerus , Baffia- 
nus,Heliogabalus,& Alexander Se- 
ucrus: whofe lines,gouernements, ends 
and conclufions, gine foorth matter fo 
meete for the fpettacle of princes,as wel 
the vertuous of the one part to take [ure 
direttion,¢p good counfell to their great 
comfort, thereby asa founding lead, to 
obteine knowledge both of the depth 
coaft, tolead thefelues into all fafetie of 
bodie and minde : as alfo the licentious, 
on the other part, to moderate and flaye 
thetr rafb attemptes, asa fbeat anchore 
in all furious flormes of perplextties to 
faue from fhipwracke both life and ho- 
nour. eAllwhich being confidered , in 
vefpett that the matter therin coteyned, 
treateth of K ings and Em perours,and 
| C9. hath 
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TheEprtle 
hathbeene dedicated unto an Empe= 
rour: the woorke of tt felfe craueth your 
milde acceptationjas onely due yuto the 
foneréigntie of your-Mateflies eftate;to 
e/cape the infamie of abafement. your 
Maiefiies moft humble and loyall fer- 
naunt, in moft humble m/e befeechingy 
that of your great mildnes and clemen- 
cie, 1 may ike your highnefleto accept 
He my fimple prefent, full fraught,not 
of [kill , but of loyaltie : wherein, for as 
much as the Authour in the front here- 
of, hath fixed fo worthy aprologue, that 
there vleemiet nothingto be omitted, or 
that any thing might be added: elderh 
tuft caufe to ceafe further to vrge your 
paticncewith tedioufnes : moft humbly 
bcfeeching your Maieftie, that it maye. 
plealethe fame of. your great bountie to 
pardon all my defettes that herein. may 
appearesand L Jott ie moft ‘ie 
e 


- _Dedicatorie. 
ble and obedient fernaunt ,/hall ueuer 
ceafe to pray,that the blefing of the li- 
uing GOD, may alwayes conduél <p 
follow your <M aieshe, with all perfect 
felicitie , both of bodte and foule,as may 
yeeld your Maiestie immortal fame be- 
fore God and man. 


Y our Maiefties moft 
humble and obedi- 


ent feruaunt. 


Edward Hellowes. 
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q The prologue of the famous Syr 
_- eAnthonie of Gueuara, By/hoppe of 


Mondonnedo, preacher, chronicler, 8 
counfellour to the Emsperour (harles 
_ the fifth, apon the life of tenne 


Empercurs of Rome. 


| tap 
~The Author proponeth. 


YARIVS GEMINVS,aman 
A.verie glorious , and Conful among 
A ¥ the Romains, faide vnto Iulius Cx- 
{py far: O Cefar and great Auguftus, 


iT ViPS fuch as dare prefiume to {peake be- 
(GS SY fore thee, knowe not thy greatneffe: 


and thofe hat ate abafhed to appeare in thy prefence, 


comprehend not thy noblenefle: wordes in deede right 
wotthie of fuchaperfon. Conformable to that which 
Varius Geminus faide,wee do faye: Ie appertaineth to the 
greatnelfe of Princes that thew perfons be much adthorifed , and on 
the other parte, that they endenour to communicate with their 
common wealthes , for that with their mightineffe they may gine 
terrour, and with their plaine mildneffevemoue allfeare. Sucto-= 
nius faithof Odauius the emperour, that euer anyam- 
baffadours came in his prefence, which at the firft fight 
were not touched with feare : and after incommutnica- 
ting did not adore him: becaufe, great was the maicttie 
wherewith he did receiue them, and after, verie fweete 
were the woordes wherewith he did difpatch them. 
Of the great Cato Cenforine,Plutarche faith : that be- 
ing theman of mofte honeftie , and. greateft grauitie 
that lied amongeft the Romaines: he did neuer fhewe 
toany man,a fadde,but cheerefull countenance,or giue 
Auli.’ euill 
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pie? The Prologue. 
euillaunfwere; nor fhut thedooreagainft any petfon, 
either denyedany thing that was iuft, neither fhamed 
or difgraced any man. Not onely happie , but alfo moft hap- 
pieis the Prince , that for rettitude of iuftsce is feared , and for his 
good condition beloved. Much weakenefle of Princes, and 
great Lordes is couered , and vices difsimuled , when 
with their owne they be of good condition , and with 
ftraungers of gratefull conuerfation. Of the famous 
tyrant Dionyfius the Siracufan, Plutarche faith: that 
the immortal hatred which the Sicylians did beare him, 
was not fo much for the tyrannies that he did execute, 
as for the incomportablecondition which he vfed: for 
that verie feldome he did permitt him felfe to be feene: 
and verie oft was heard laughing. The contrarie wher- 
of isread of king Antigonus , the father of the greate 
Demetrius: whoewas proude , couetous, ambitious, 
crucll,and effeminate: and with all thefe conditions the 
people of his kingdomes did both fuffer and ferue him: 
onely for that they founde thedotes of his houfeal- 
way es open, and in his mouth an amorous aun{were. 
The ende of all this which we haue faide is,|humblieto 
prayeall princes , and giue warning vnto all fuch as be 
about them, alwayes to perfuade and counfell them to 
be fo humaine, thar all may endure their conuerfation: 
and yet fo graue, that none prefume to makefmall ac- 
compt of them: for that it maketh much to the matter 
of good gouernement , to be indued with good nature 
and difpofition. No lefle inconuenience doth followe 
the common wealth, for the Prince to be holden in 
{mall eftimation, then to be vntraétable,ouer haughtie; 
or ftraunge: for, ifhebe inconuerfible , they abhorre 
him: and if not efteemed, they difobey him: | 


Sarda- 
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Sardanapalus,the laft King of the Afsytians, was with 
all men fo humaine., that women made him {pinne: 
and of Phalaris the tyrant, it is read, that he was fo in- 
conuerfible , that his owne daughters durft not {peake 
ynto him. To the ende that Princes be not abhorred intheir 
common wealthes, they haue to confider , and alfo beware to be no~ 
ted of extremities: which isto witt, inufing too great familiaritve 
with fome,and no leffe ftraungeneffe with others: becaufe muche 
_ ftraungeneffe ingendreth hatred: and too auch familiaritse lead eth 
to contempt. The rule that in this cafe wee dare giue vnto 
Princes, mightieand noble men , is: that they be nei- 
ther fo affable with their priuate and fauoured feruants, 
whereby to giue them hardineffe to craueany thing vn- 
iuft: either fo {traunge with them that be not priuate, as 
to giue them feare to demaund iuftice. Itis not remo- 
ued from Princes, to giue their kingdomes vnto their 
children, to committ their fecretes vnto fuchas be fer- 
uiceable, to vfe their liberalitie with their priuateand 
fauoured feruauntes , to take their paftimes with their 
friendes, vpon {uch condition, that their conuerfation 
be fomewhat generall: for afmuche as the liberalitie of 
Princes extendeth not to fatiffie euery fuite : they fup- 
ply much more with their amorous aun{wers that they 
gitie, then with the rewardes which they beftowe. Not 
ynworthily was it ordeined of the mofteauncient 
Greekes, thatthe vfe of Princes fhoulde not be to pro- 
nounce in their letters patents,and commaundementes: 
I commaund this , Iwillthis , I forbidde this: but that they 
Should faye: We commaund this ,We will this, and ordeize this: 
for their better remembrance , that by {peaking inthe 
name of all, they fhould in time be conuerfant withall, 
be familiar with all,and diuide rewardes amongeft all; 
and that they are ofall, and not of them felues. 
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He that hath to holde the leaft parte of the prince, 
ought to be the prince him felfe: for that, great regarde 
is to be had of all men , as concerning the feruice of his 
perfon: and he ought to be vigilant in all things that are 
profitable to the common w ealth, Howe much the more the 
Prince regardeth him felfe: fomuche the more he negletteth hin 
felfe. And howe muche the leffe he careth for him felfe : fo muche 
the more fhall he attaine to him felfe : for that the harmonie of the 
common wealth confifteth in nothing more , then all men to line of 
the liberalitie and bountie of the prince: and that the Prince line in 
the lone of all men. 


@ The Authour profecuteth his intent. 

It is alfo neceflarie counfell ynto the prince , that he 
hauea found minde and difpofition,and his intents ye- 
rie well aduertifed: for that if in his affaires he makeno 
accompt to be certeine, he fhall hardly ceafe to erre:and 
if he be not attentiueto the affaires of the common 
wealth, he fhall neuer vnderftand them. 

The prince ought grauely to regarde the thing he 
doth, before it be done: for the errour of any other 
wharfoeuer, the offence is‘onely felt in his own houfe: 
but the errour of the prince , redoundeth to the whole 
common wealth . The princes that be wilfullin the 
thinges which they will : and headf{trong wherein they 
commaund : befides that they go laden with thoughts, 
holding their perfons in perill , efcandalize their com- 
mon wealth, accufed to be ouer amarous of their owne 
proper iudgement, and mofte great enimies of others 
countell.. The princealfo ought very particularly yn- 
derftand the things of the common wealth, if he wil vfe 
good gouernement thereof. And this he hath to be ad- 
uertifed, notof fucheas goeto murmur , but of fuchas 
make tuft report, and alfo giue counfel thercin:for that 
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swixtrhe Prince andthe common wealth » theve 
peace, iftolyarsand murmurers he gineaudenc 


5 
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Princes defite notin their fubsectes, butrobe ferued? 
euen fo their fubiedts defirenotof their princes,but to 
be beloued,& moft truely, the one is annexed vnto y 
other,dnd d epédeth each of other: for if inthe Prince 
there be no loue,there1is none that wil ferue him with 


affection, Princes and great lordes ought 


to holde in 


great eftimation, that their fubiectes do obey them: 
but much more haue the fubiectes to make accompt, 
when their lordes do loue them: becaufe, without 
comparifon, his bountie is much greater that bindeth 


vstoloue , then thetrauaile of him that 


offereth to 


ferue, As loue is not repayed but with loue, fo Prin- 

ces are notito befatiffied with only giuing fuchas do ” 
ferue and followethem, offices , caftels , cuftomes, ” 
houfes and money : but-alfo they ought to fhewe ” 
them Joue in’ their palaces, and fauour in their af- © 
faites): becaufe , with their liberalitie , they:recom=. ,, 


pence their feruice paft: but with theirlou 
them to ferue1n time to come. ° : 
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39, 


Princes and men of power , ought in their coun- 
tenance to beamorous, in their {peach milde, in their 
behauiours muche ordered: for that generous hattes, 


and bluffhing and thamefaft faces th 


atcfollowe 


courtes, and go in Princes houfes , do muche more 
feele the diffauour whiche they fhewe them , then 
the rewardes that they denye them .| Tothe ende that 
Princes be deliuered of difpleafures: and their kingdomes better 
gouerned : it foalbemoste found counfell for.them to-be affable 
with all, to gine vuto all, to deale for all; & to loue all:but if they 


determine to holde fonse more prinate, they ought much to confi= 


der whome they admutt to thes [peciall fanour:becan{e.,for one to 
be private in Court, itis not-[uffictent that the king doe choofe 


him: but that alfohe be of merite and deferuing. 
‘Tie 
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Ingiuingrewardes, princesmay not alwayes.efcape 
errour, butin commending their heartes,they ought 
tobe moftcertaine: for that, fx this whole world there is 
not the like torments asamanto haue his lone euillimployed.'] £ 
Princes and: great Lordes.willparticulatly take into 
their fauour any of their feruaunts, they ought to be 
of particular deferuing : bycaufe, loue fhall neuer be 
fixed : when in him that is loued, there wanteth me- 
rite. Not without caufe we fayde, that itwere necef- 
fariein a Prince to be indued with a good mynd and 
difpofition , and with found meaning and intention ¢ 
bicaufe if the Prince be taken with imperfect and vn 
lawfull affection, Alas of him, and alfo of his king- 
dome, that by him is gouerned; ‘It is euill thatthe 
Prince haue no rule in feeding,in playsin drinking jin 
{peaking ,and alfo in {pending : butitis much worfe 
if he vfe it notin his loneand afeGion: for itis a rule 
» infallible: that euerie difordinate loue,bringeth with 
” itfemenotable vice: It is a louedifordinate to bee 
” carefull to gather riches ;and not to hauea'mynde to 
",fpend them : bicaufe ynto the greatnefle of Princes it 
., appertaineth,to feeke what to {pend:and not to learne 
», to keepe audit. It 1s.aloue difordinate,for y prince to 
>» folow the direction ofthis owne'properwill’ bicaufe 
» itis impofsible bur he fhould fayleto perfourme that 
» which hee ought, that‘alwayes executeth his owne 
» wilfull minde. Loue isdifordinate;when the Prince 
” imployeth his louein fewe,being Lotd of many: by- 
” caufe Princes.in fuch-wifeoughr to loue,and be boun 
f tifull vato their ‘priuate and fauoured feruaunts, that 

, they difgrace not the nobles of their kingdome. 
», Louc is difordinate, when Princes in vanities,and tri- 
» fles do con{ume their times : bycaufe the curious. go+ 
7A oh deat i ‘ “uerhour 
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vernour int fuchwifeditiderhtime bewwixt him and » 
the common-wealth': that he neither watteth for af. ° 
faires, or hath toomuch to imploy invices. Loueis ” 
difordinate,when the Prince 1s orgulous,quarellous, 
ambitious,and proude: for notwithftanding, that as 4 
a Prince’ they ought all ‘to ferud him it followeth 
not that asa God, they fhouldeadorehim:’ Louie is 
difordinate, to hazarde the giuing and diuiding of re- ., 
wardes, not as euerie man deferueth,;but accordi ng to » 
the wil of him that gouerneth:for'there is no equal in- » 
famie vate the prince,as it is to chaftice vice,& not to ” 
remunerateferuice. Loue is difordinate, when of will ” 
he taketh away fro another, that of right apperteineth 
notvnto him felf:bicaule to y greatnes & finceritie of - 
‘princes, it is iuft & conuenient, y in their rewardes &€ ,, 
gifts,they thew theit franke liberalitie:8 in recering, ., 
they ftande witlvall men in iuftice: The cafe ftandeth :: 
thus: y the Prince which is indued with thefe loues & » 
affetuons may not efcape many trauels, andalfo ma- » 
ny fouden aflaults and pertls: fory euerie difordinate ” 
affection, fhe her felf with her felf bringeth eriefe and » 
difpleafure. Plutarche in his bookes of c6mon welth, 
perfuadeth the Emperour Traiane, that hee hath his 
will at libertie, and his loue fubie& to no man: for 
that according as hee fayeth : It little profireth thata 
Prince be Lord of many kingdomes : ifon the other 
part,he become bondman to many vices. The diuine 
Plato faide, that fora prince to be good, hee ought to 
giue his heart vnto the common wealth, his rewardes 
vnto fuch as ferue him, his defires voto the Gods, and 
his loue ynto his friendes , his fecretes to his prinie . 
counfell : and the time to affaires. Oh how ha ppy 
were that prince, that according to this Platonicall 
Beas A. itis, fentence 
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fentence fhould diuide and repart his perfon : bicaufe 
he being diuided forall: the whole fhould be ioyned 
together,with jand for him. 
‘G The authour apply eth all that which is fayd,vn- 
to the end wherfore he did {peake the fame. 
All that which we haueaboue fayde by writing, 
(moft fouereigne Prince) wee will veter and declare 
by example : for according to the faying of E{chines 
the Philofopher, Words well {poken ,do awake and 
reuiue the iudgements : but greatand manifeft exam- 
ples perftrade the heart. For to leade or intice a man to 
be vertuous,and to do vertuous woorkes, it maketh 
muche to the matter, to perfuade with difcrete rea- 
fons,8¢ fweete words:but in conclufid, for much cre- 
dite which we giue to y which he fayth: much more 
is giué to that which he doth. The Poet Homer {aid : 
» that itis, a thing veric eafie to write acts of great pro- 
» welle,and verie difficil to performe them. For whiche 
» caufe itis neceflarie, for fuch as deale with princes ,to 
» fhewe them by example, all which they perfuade thé 
» by writing : to the end they fee moft cleare , that the 
” sreatand mightie deedes done by other Princes in the 
 wotldes: they want not force to performe them: but 
” a minde to vndertake them.No Prince hath to holde 
., of him felfe fo {mall eftimation, that he doubt to per- 
» forme that which another Prince hathdone in time 
» paft:for after this manner, T heodofius fhould be dif 
» maide,by the remembraunce of Seuerus : Seuerus,of 
» Marcus Aurelius : Marcus Aurelius, of Antoninus 
» Pius: Antoninus Pius,of Traiane: Traiane,of good 
» Titus: Fitus,of Cafar Auguftus: Cafar Auguftus of 
” Tulius Cefar:Iulius Cafar,of Scipio: Scipio,of Mar- 
” cusMarcellus:Marcus Marcellus,of Quintus Fabius: 
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Quintus Fabius,of Alexander Magnus:and Alexan- 
der Magnus, of Achilles the Greeke. The heartes of 
thefe fo high Princes, did not reade and inquire of the 
deeds of their forefathers,to feare them,but to imitate 
chem:8 furely they had great reafon : bicaufe Vove a- 
mong ft the mortal hath done any deed fo glorsous,that by another 


mean may not be beautified and made better. Princes be botid © 


to do fuchand fo high deedes and enterprifes, that of 
them felues be worthy praife, and very honourable 
for others to folow:for the fame it is not more necef- 
{arie,to haue a noble minde to giue the enterprife:the 
after wards to haue theaduenture, to finifh the fame. 
Plutarche faieth, that Agefilaus the Greeke faid , that 
Fortune did neuer foew her felfe noble,but unto aminde that was 
generous and noble:and{urely he faid moft truth,bicaufe 


men lofe many thingsnot bicaufe they may not attaine them, bus - 


for that,they dare not attempt them. The Prince ought to 
{traine and enforce him felf to be good,and to imitate 
the vertuous:fince with leffe coft me - vertuous the vitious, 
milde then onerthwartsvaliant then cowards.patient the furious, 
and fober then gluttons - for the theefe doth need as defpe- 
rate a minde to {calean houfe,as a noble minde is due 
to a captein that foloweth the wars. Dionyfius the ty- 
rant,Gorgius the tyrant,B tas the tyrant, Macrino the 
tyrant,& Catiline the tyrant : if we might commend 
them, and they of thé felues giue reafon : they would 
{weareand affirme that they paffed more trauell and 
found thé felues in more perill in defending their ty- 
rannies, then Scipio and Cato in conferuing their co- 
mon wealthes.Oh,what great reafon,and how much 
occafion haue Princes to be good, and to fauour the 
good : fince they haue authoritie to commaunde , 
and riches to giue : whereof if they haue skyll 
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to'take the aduauntage , with their potencie they 
frame them felues tobe ferued , and with their giftes 
they bring to pafle to be loued. Joyntly with this, 
Ladmonifheand alfo aduife Princes and great lordes, 
to be magnificent in their giftes , and: verie attemp- 
tiuein their commaundements. For, notwith{tan- 
q ding, a Prince may do what he lift : it 1s not conue- 
, nienthedo what he may . Although the authoritie 
,. of the prince be free, abfolute, and without meafure: 
, to him it is conuenient in all'thinges to vie meafure 
. and moderation: for that euery' gouernement that is 
» abfolute, hath a tafte or relifhe of tyrannie . Many 
Princes hauc loft thé felues by their vices which they 
yfed: and many more haue beene caft away by exe- 
cuting their will and power: for princes in perfour- 
mingall that they can, and all which they will:it fol 
loweth, that their affetion maketh them ftumble: & 
pafsion, their eyes to dazell. But ( mofte fouereigne 
Prince ) {peaking more particularly , by the imita- 
tion of Plutarche , and Suetonius Tranquillus , I 
thought good to tranflate,compile , and to refourme 
the ftorie of the liues of teaneR omaine princes, wor- 
thie moftefurely to be knowen sand verie pleafant to 
beread. The purpofe wherefore ( mofte mightie 
Prince) I haue taken {o exceeding trauaile to com- 
pounde this worke,is: ynto the ende my penne may 
aduertife,wherem my tongue with fhame difmaieth 
to {peake : foras Bias the philofopher faide: Theau- 
thoritie of princes is fo greate , that of more thinges 
they hatteto giuethemto ynderftand, then to dare 
or prefume to fpeake. The king Artaxerxes trauat- 
ling ona certeine daye, a man of the countrie prefen- 
ted him with a little water in the palme of his hand: 
the 
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the which water, the king receiued and dranke : and 
when fome did murmur of that deede , and alfo de- 
traé&t him: the king made aun{were : Jt is 0 leffe no- 
bleneffe vito the Prince to receine little, then to gine greate 
and bountifullrewardes. The philofopher Lycurgus,that 
was lawe giuer vnto the Lacedemonians , com- 
maunded thofe of his common wealthe , that 
they fhoulde offer vnto their Gods fewe thinges 
in number, and not riche of value: whereof, when he 
was noted andalfo accufed, made aunfwere: I com~ 
maund not to offer vnto the Gods fewe thinges, for 
that I thinke them not to deferue muche,but becaufe 
all men fhould haue wherewith to offer : fince of all 
men they will be ferued : for in the time of Apollo, 
they {aide vnto mee: that they had rather haue little 
of manie, then muchof fewe . In thelawe whiche 
God gaue vnto the Hebrues , he was fo limitted in 
the thinges he demaunded , and fo humaine in that 
he commaunded: that in the order of the {acrifices 
which they fhould offer,he did ordeine and comaund 
that the poore man whiche could not offer a goate, 
fhould offer no more but of the hayre therof. In con- 
fidering that Lycurgus offered vnto his Gods, 1ewels 
of {mall price : and that king Artaxerxes receiued ofa 
poore man an handfull of water : and that vnto the 
true and liuing God , they durft offer no more 
but ofthe hayres ofa Goate,giueth 
mee hardineffe to prefent 
this work vnto your 
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The life of the sood Emperour, T raiane 
-» Coceius; naturally aSpaniard,bornein thecitie.: - 
of (alexe, compiled by {yr ~Anthonie of Gueuara, Bys 
fooppe of M: ondonnedo,preacher,chronicler, 
ana counfellour unto the Emperour 


Charles the fifth. 
CHAP.T. 


Of foure renoumed Cities that perifhed and 
were fubuerted in Spaine. 


\, Cfore they bad Emperours tn Rome, ete 
ther warre was raifed in Carthage, ther 
Were in foure proutices in Spaine,foure 
| tight notable cities , which in potencie 
did. matche with Rome, in riches with 


ZZ LG lencie with’ Tarento, he. firfte was 
Numantia: the feconde, Cantabria: the thirde , Yftobriga: 
the fourth; Italica. Strabo, fodore, and Pomponio Mela, 
give great admiration tno the readers, of the creat power, 
ricbefle, and tocalth of thefe foure citics, And on the other 
part, itis areat pitie to confider, that there is nothing of 
fhemremayning fobeholde, Mot without caute it is faide, 
that nothing remaineth in them fo be feene:becanfe not withs 
fanding the proutnce ; boundes, and climate is knotven of 
the foundation thereof : yet we may hardly attaine toname 
the verte place tehere it was buylt, Gnto the citie of Nu- 
mantia, Soria fucceeded: onto p cifie of Cantabria, fucceeded 
Tudela of Nauarre : onto the citie of Yftobriga, fucceeded 
Merida : bnto the citie of Italica, fuereeded Ciuil, Zhe fitus 
ation cf the famous Numantia, as fome men affirme, was 
bpon a certeine bill neare bnto Soria on the other fide of the 
bidge ; andas others doe thinke, ber foundation ttwde in 
Garray a billage of Soria iopningbnto Duero. be fituas 
tion of Cantabria, Was a league from the citie of the Groine, 
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anon that five of Ebro, vpon a cerfeine height tobere note 
are platited many vines . She feate of Yftobriga was, 
{where nowe the ventes of Caparra, being bapting places, 
ftand:and others fay, pt twas on the bill that fandeth betwirt 
the tivo riners Las varcas de Alconeta, yel cafarede car- 
ceres. Ge fituation of Italica toas topning dnto the citie 
of Ciuil: and fome faye it was bpontie wway fo Carmona ¢ 
and that the arches of Carmona were made fo furnithe 
the citie of Italica, @ fcerete indgementes of the mofie 
bid, o2 humaine infabilitie, that all thefe places being 
biclwed perfonallpof my felfe, there thefe fo excellent cle 
tics were buylt, ¥ found not fo muche as a toler, a wall, a 
{treete, 02 a boule to bebolde: neitherfo much as a tone ale 
mofe to ftumble at, THe baue areat reafon tocrclatme , and 
much more bath the difersete reaver to twonder: fince toe Ons 
Derftand that fourteene peres Numantia refitted the power 
of the Romaines:and now te fer it madea patture fo2 hepe, 
Wie bnderttande that Cantabria wasthe lat thing whiche 
the Romaines did fubdue in Spaine: andnowe there remats 
neth buta patche of binevardes inthe fame, Wile certeinly 
knowe that the createlt frenath which king Viriato held in 
Spaine, was Y{tobrigat and nolwe there remaineth not but 
certeine qrane trees ethgubbes. hey tobich twette of the 
cific of Italica, bofape:: that it twas the moft rong and the 
moft effeemed of all the kingdome of Vandalia: and nowe 
they gather both wheat and barley in the fame » Scipio the 
Africane deftroped the citie of Numantia, becaule inp fir 
Punicke battels, they ould not helpe the Romiaines.Grac- 
chusa Romaine captaine , (ubuerted the citte of Yftobriga, 
becaule from thence Viriato made him twarte . Pompeius 
Hotte neftroped the citie of Italica 3 for that in the parctalitie 
of Iulius Cfar they were moft fatthiull.. Sobe Cmperour 
Auguftus ouerthzetwe the citie of Cantabria,as a man moze 
smoued With pe, then directed by reafor. he cafe twas 
thus: that as be bad the cifie befieged and brought ingreat 
Diftreffe, he fent fo require of the: citisens, fo peloe bim all 
their treafare: and gtue bnto Rome perpetuall tributes 
be Cantabrians confidering , what the Cmperour de- 
maune 
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sannded t auntiveredin a efter iafter this manner. 
Emperour Aveuflasjwe pray theammortall Gods to re- 
ceiue thee into theirdefenck,and that it may pleafethemto 
examine betwixt thee and vs, who in this warre hath more 
ffticezand thon knowelty Oimmortall Prince, that men, 
although they haue power:totakewarrein hande, itis not 
in their handes, butin the Gods to obteine vi€torie:becaufe 
we men beginmany thinges with malice, the which after- 
wardes, the Gods do finith by mftice: with thy exceeding 
potencieit may not bedenied,, but thatthou hatt brought 
this forrowfull citie into’great diftreffesin fuch wife that we 
haue neither bread to eate; either waterto drinke, either 
skinines to make garments, or corké to make fhooes, neither, 
towers to couer vs} but ioyntly with this, thou haft to vn- 
derftande, thatif wee wantarmour wherwith tofight : wee 
lackenot heartes to abide death, It welappeareth that thou 
haft made experience of our weake-forees;, and vnderftan- 
deft not the greatrieffe of our mindes:; fince thou demaun- 
deft the treafure of oir houfes, and the libertie of our per- 
fons, The mynesthat wee haue, be not.of Goldeto ferue 
thee, but of yron, to bréakethy pride, Doth it notfeemeto 
thee, O emperour Auguiftusj that,fince you Romaines haue 
fought: foure hundreth yeres in {traunge countries to, be 
lordes, it were great'reafon for ys to fight in our owne hou- 
fes, to efcape bondage? Profecute thy warres; aud do accor- 
ding to the vfe of other captaines of Rome, and care not to 
threaten vs,and muche lefle to flatter vs: for notwith{tan- 
ding our countrie:&:houfes be thine by forcesneuer whiles 
we haue life {hall weebejbut the Gods and-our owne. --. --:), 
Chis aunfiwer being hearde by the Cmperour Auguftus, 
be dtofiveare by the trmmoztall Gods , to take none of then 
fo mercie, cttber to leanetn the citie one fone Dppon ano 
ther. Andas he promifed, fobe acconiplithed.. ¥ touts faye 
tri this cafe, that ifit tere enill fo (weare:, tf was muche 
iwoo2le fo perfourme the fame. Although if be an auncient 
cufforte, the two2de of a king fo be kepteinutolable: for the 
good prince ought not to put in effect, that which he hath 
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“nitions ait} CobhAPs dikousetinin t cagiecnns 
oto) 250.) Ofthe countrie: and birth of the 
‘!¢ ysoe Emperour Traiane, 


rN om) Rofecuting sur infent,itis fo bnderttand 
Pi (exNCh: that-in the vayeswben twarre twas exe 
SAY Be Peek tremely kindleobetwirt Iulius Cefar € 
: (ns Pompeius , thePompeians belde Y ftos 


4» | POSE briga , which nowe is named Lebrixa: 

‘ fan SA) ; : 
RY NERY vo yi) aD Che Cefarians helve Gades. tobicbe 
Wi ee poets namenCalize; thele te cities 
didferne to eather their banithed 5 fo fuccour their alies, 


and their wounded: WBefoze the cifte of Italica was Deftroys 
edby the Pompeians, there did flozith ttwo famous knights: 
the one twas nared Iulius Coceius; ¢ the other, Rufus VIpis 
us rand thele twackniabtes ; were not onely Captaines at 
atmes, but alfo were chiefe of thofe tivo linages, that is to 
faye,of the Coceians and of the Vipians .WBefoze that cruel 
Wwatres entred fhe citic of Italica, thefe tine linages bad als 
wapes betinirt them qreate contention: but after warres 
becan, they topned in great friendihip + foz that it hapneth 
Many times, that hartes which may not ioyne byloue,do 
after confent and agree by feare. Ghe-citie of Italica being 
Deftroved, thefe two kniabtes came to live at Gades, tobich 
noweis named Calize: theone of them that was named 
Coceius, twas graundfather to the Emperour Nerua: and 
P other which was named Rufus Vipius,wasgreatgraunds 
father of the Cmperour Traiane, andof the Gmperour A- 
drian by the mothers foe. he Eaperour Traiane was 
bomein the citieof Calize the rrv. of Pape; inthe feconde 
vere of the Cmpire of Nero, Rufus and Catinus being cone 
fuls: {fn thofe times there tyas notin ail Europe, fo fas 
tious; foxeneraisetther vet fopofitable a ttudie, as that 
of the cifie of Calizetbecaute from (Africa they repay2ed to 
ffndierand from Grecia tame toleariie, And to the ende it 
{hall not {eitte ‘a fable; let then reade Plutarche t the life 
of Traiane, Philon int the bake of Scholes,and Philoftrato 
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int Che life of of Apollonius. ain that citie of Calize, bnifill the 
are of cu. Traiane fudted the Orelkic toung, the Latine,¢ 
hetorike, Traiane was high of body, fomivhat blacke of 
face, Chinne of haire, thicke of beard,a crooked nofe, broane 
fhoulders, larac bandes, and his eyes, in bebolding, amos 
roug, Traiane entring the peares of rbj-icft bis fudie,aud 
Did evercife arimes ¢ lwherin He was nolelie folvarde then 
paliaunt, Traiane {was of oveat {iviftneffe on fete, and of 
great readineffle on bozfbacke : in fuch wile that it ts fapoe 
of him,» be was never theotwne.o2 had fal frd bis ho2fe: 02 
cuer was ouerrunon fote.2here chaticed a cerfcine iete 
of ppzates fo arrine at Calize, the which being many, and 
faking the citisens at tuivares : the gad pong man Trai- 
ane, did (hel bint felfe that Day fo baliaunt tn fiaht,and fo 
benfurous ti conquell,that fo him alone thep did attribul 
thelibertic of their countric, andthe glory of the bictogie. 
Among the Myrmidons, whiche be they of Merida, and 
amonatt the Ricinians,wobich be they of Truxillio, there — 
{was raifedinthofe dayes a cerfaine little toarre fo2 the 
pattures of Gaudiano: fo2 that the Myrmidons did fay, 
they bad held them time out of mind:theyp of Truxillio ans 
nouched, that they bad loft them,.and bad recetued of thent 
atliffance fo twin thent of fhe enimies.20he Myrmidons did 
crauc fuccour of themof Calize, in refpect of their confes 
deration: fhe Gauditaines did accept the embaflace of the 
Myrmidons, as concerning their fuccour,and toben they 
bad chofen Traiane fo2 capteine of their armie : be made - 
anftwere: She deltinies neuer permit, either the gods ever 29 
commaund, that 4 take a{too2d to Hed the bloud of mine » 
one countrie : bicaufe tf the onc be our friends, truly the » 
other be not our entities. And {aid more. Since the warre 
is not bequi,and the caule of their debate may be difeufen 
by tufice, tf is my opinion , rather to fende them embaffas » 
Dours fo bing them friendes: then captetnes fo attempt » 
tuars, Confozmable bnto all men, Traiancs anfinere w as 99 
both qiuen anv accepted: the tobtch fren thence fo2tward, 
Was holden ¢ efteemed fo2 a kiiabt of areat baltantuciles 
15. any 
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and for aman of areal iwifedd andtudgetient, hele fino 
anise aoc nof allpayes by te thatts tofap, Dalt- 
antneffe and twifevome: bycaufe, there be fome men that 
be doutic to take perilsin had, &be not wife to efcaps thé. 
GH Adtens dads 
Howe Traiane pafled out of Spaine being a 
yong man,to goc into Italie. 

|# che fecand veare of the Empire of the gad V. efpafi 1an, 
great Britaine rebelled twbich is now named England as 
aint the Romaine Cntperour : duto tobich iwarrs Trai- 
ane repatred, and this be did without charges te the Ro- 
maines, atid fo2 btm felf to obtetne fante accompanted with 
qanyp otbers of bis countrie : Yu. thofe toarres Drufius 
Torquatus twas capteine fozthe Romaines ¢ tubo perfuas 
ding Traiane fo take toages of the Romaine people, asall 
others n10 iniop infbat warres: Traiane anfwered, Zhe 
smerchaunts that come from thence hither, they repatre fo 
be mo2e rich, but ine Gentlemen not fo be richer, buf moze 
honoured. Whe fame that lugurth obteined in the warres 
of Numantia , that fame Traiane obfeined in the warres 
of Britaine; in that the one and the other ivere knights of 
ftraunge countries, and young benfursurs,and alfo fortus 
nate: bycaufe fo2 their powers and noble deedes, twhiche 
they afchteucd tn fhofe warrs : lugurthe fwas king of Nu- 
midia,and the awd Traiane came fo be Cmpero2 of Rome. 

What daye twhicbe Drufius Torquatus entered Rome, 
friumpbing of the Britaines, being accompanied not onelp 
Inith bnightes fubdued, but allo with kniahtes and nobles 
nien that badoucrcame: allthe Romaines did inquire fo2 
Traiane tole bim and knotvebim, fo2 that his fame twas 
nofo2tous Onfo allmen, but bis perfou in Romeo verie 
s weknotone. And hereof tt proceeded in procefle of time, 
{oben Traiane, and Marius Fabritins, did contend fo2 the 
Confulthip ef Germanic: Fabritius taunten Traiane, to 
bea raunacr bone, and difgraced tn the feature of his 
bony , Bufo thon Traiane made anfivere: I confefle vnto 
bie Mari us Fabritius,that thy good face was knownein 
Rome, 


Emperour Tratane. 19 


Rome,before thy euill life: but thou canftnot denie, that 
in Rome they didnot knowe mine honeft life, before my 
euill face. Gt the firf tohen Traiane came to Rome, Titus, 
fore to Vefpafian the Cmperour, placed bim Pefour of 
fenlegions: and fent bint to tbe frontiers of Illyria: tebere 
he remained all the life of Titus.20he Romaine legions din 
not alittle murmur fobaue Traiane fo2 their capteine: 
affirming that in age be toas a chiloc,¢ in mation 4 tirann 
ger: but after twoben they found dim fo valiant in fighting, 
€ (fo Wife ingonernment, they loned Him as afather, ¢o- 
beped hintasacaptein. Andasin tonter Traiane inated 
bictuals, fo2 that be bad taken truce twith fhe Barbarians: 
acertaine gentleman {apd bute him : if ts not conucnicnt 
thou thoulock be fo fad, 02 that tue hhoulde fuffer fo great: 
penurie: take in gemd part,that by dtflimulation Wwe beak 
the truce , by which meane tue thal pooutde fo2 our (clues, 
andour cattel, he gad Traiane anftwered:Z am not onlp 


atieued Wwith that thou (peakelt , but alfo delpited with p 


9 peefumett fo fay: fo2 thofe matters tobich wwe fet dotune 
by promife, tue baue not fo great caufe fo obferue our fides 
litic made buto men : as fo2 that we baue {twoene by p inv 
mortal Gods. And p Gmperour Titus being dead, bis bo 
ther Domitian did fucceede him in the Empire: which whe 
Traiane bnber fed, prefently be left the charge of frontiet 
rapfeinthip of Illyria. Zhe emperour Domitian was not a 
little crieued, ¢ the tohole armiic,as alfo all the Senate, p 
Traianc bad fo2take p frontiers of Illyria: foz that in mats 
ters of iwarre be Wad areat erperience, ¢ no lefle fo2tuiic. 
athe Romaines tid ble great biatlancic,in fieking and coms 
fernitig fortunate capteines : {with twohom they did die 
ble ¢ fuffer moze defections, them Lotth al other perfons : 
andthis Chey did, bicaufe there be many capfetnes, that tf 
they be erpert in avines, they be mofke ontoztunate ta the 
erecution thereof, 

T raiane rematiing in Rome ,withont all ifpefition to 
fake charge ofan armte 3) empersur Domitian faya brfto 
bin sfell ime Traiane, isit noutful that my empire is lefte 
45 tj, ther 
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then that tobich inp father Velpafian belde? 02 that J ant 
itoze inarate then my bother Litus twas ¢ that fo2 them 
thou Hhouldc eucrite day aduenture thy life, and fo2 my . 
feruice thou Daineff to take a launce in bande 2 Traiane 
pid anfivere him: F confelle that thy potwer ts as qreat as 
thy fathers,and thy knotwledge no lefle then thy baothers : 
but toyntly with this, thoa arte berie fouden tn thy cons 
maurdentents, and vberp (wift in the execution thereof: 
and it may be, that baning charae of thy armies, J might 
be conmmaunded fo doefome thing: the acconmpliffinent 
whereof, might fand muche againé all bountte: and not 
perfourming the fame, ¥ thould bzeake the oth of fivelitie, 
that 4 baue made nto the. 


CHAP.IITI. 
Of the friendfhip and parentage that Traiane 
had with the Emperour Nerua. 

{2 thofe paves there was a cerfaine Conful named Ner- 
ua Coceius,baniffed ouf af Rome by the Cmpersur Do- 
mitian, a manin peares bery aunctenf, and in all that be 
epther fapde,o2 did, of great crevite, As Traiane twas at 
that time in the diferace of the Garperour Domitian, frd 
Rome be depar'fed tnto Nola,a certain place tobere Nerua 
was itt Campania: bycaufe Itis a thing very common 
voto aman affli@ted, to feeke the companie ofan, other 
inliketrouble, hele tivo right ercellent men, twodiche 
is fo fay, Neruaand Traiane, remained there long time 
in Campania, poze, banifged,perfecuted, ¢ out of fanour ¢ 
abyning the time fohen Domitian fhuld fend fo kill the, o2 
when they thould beare that be tere dead ; bicaufe if they 
defirenhis veath,noletle vid he (eke occalib fo fake aimay 
their lines. Traiane, fo2 that be was poung, belde Nerua 
iuho was olde i great benerationsand Nerua did beare fo 
aveat affecti6 buts Traiane,that he oid loue bin ¢ bie bint 
as his fonne: fo2 thatTraiane befides his (ufficitcte ¢ ables 
neffe for all canfes, was in bis conuerfation mo amozous, 
Nerua and Traiane remaining in that banitjment, found 
them 
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Ehemfelucs of neare kinred anv attinitte: thatis fe fay, of 
one countric, which was Spaine, of one places tobich teas 
Italica,and that the one pilcended of the Coccians,and the 
other ofthe Vipians, tins fantous ant auncient linages ¢ 
of fwhome we baucabvoue made mention, Caben Trata- 
ane pattedinte Italie, be found no other parétage,but Ner- 
uaand Vipius Ricinus bis oucklestebicy tuas tino times: 
Conful in Rome, Home fay that this Vipius Ricinius, 
was father onto Traiane : but the truth ts, that be was 
buf bis bnekle + fo2 Plutarche ian Copifle that be wate 
teth onto Traiane, fapth: The goodnewes in Rome being: 
_knowne, howe thou haftouercomeking Decebal, which 
did tyrannize this lande : fo great was theioy which the 
people did receiue, that as thy fathers bones be in Spainey 
they had bencherein Italie: they would Conoleileho- 
nour vnto theminthefepulchre , then they fhall yealde 
ynto thee on that day,when thou fhalt enter triumphing 
into Rome. «itd fo2 thaf Nerua fvas fo auncienfandlo _ 
honorable, and Traianefo baliaunt and fo wel liked, mas 
ny Romaines dincomte and qoe betiwdene Rome and Cam- 
pania tote thent: and this was done moze fecretely then 
publikely, bycante the Emperour Domitian twas berie 
fulpicions : beizig mioft true, Verie fewe dare feruc‘or 
followe fiich as princes dohate. Amongek all ofber that 
Went frd Rome tuts Campania fo fe thefe two knights, 
qwas the oveat Dhilofovber Plutarche: twhe with Traiane, 
and Traiane wit) hin, vid: plante fol perfect and founde 
fricnothip, that ovelp death {was able togine ende fo the 
fame, And ag Plutarche fatwe fuche abilitie and toill 
Traiane fo learne, ¢ ioyntly with this there tnas no wats 
Wwhereiit fo be erercifed, be was fodiunken with learning, 
that he viv abbosre armes : bppon twhtch occaffon Nerua 
faidein teft : By my counfel thou fhalt leaue bookes, and 
returne to armes, fince thou hafte bettet handesto fight, 
then atong todifpute : for thatit isnot u(t thou fhoul- 
deft ceafe to be fingular amongeft capteines, to be indiffe- 
sent among Philofophers. Traiane renapning therein 
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Campania, did marrie with Plotitia, hich teas bis onely’ 
{wife : andisfapde only, for that before no after bin cuer 
marrie ofber : the tobich bertue bntil bis (ime vas found 
ints Romaine prince : fo2 that by growing olde op mifli2 
king of the one,prclently they vivtake another, And as ott 
a bay cerfaine Romaines practifed by feerete denice fo kik 
the Cmperour Domitian : and in great fecrecte,qaue part 
therofonto Traiane,dinanfiwere: 3 bo well fe that Do- 
mitian Deferued not fo be elected Cmperour, ¢ much lelle 
deferucth tobe {uftained inthe fame : yet neuer the more 
thal 3 confent onto bis peath :fo2 that 4 twill rather {utter 
a fp2aunt, then recouer the renotune ofa traitour; Many 
Romaines on a fime maraiuring of the infolencies of the 
@mperour Domitian, Traiane fapoe tuto them: Wheins 
tention toberivith Domitian bathintreatea-me,the Govs 
bauc to tudge:fo2 of bis tuozks tobich he hath pone, x may 
>, Not complaine, fince be bath bene the occafion that 4 bane 
,, Fecouered Neruafoz my father, Plutarchefoz mp matter, ¢ 
, Plotina foz my wife , and aboue al the reff, be beought me 
" Acquainted with aduerte Jfoztune : fo that afore J prefus 
*" med of nothing buf to commauna ? but now only to ferue, 
A peare befoze Domitian died,o2 fo fay better, before they 
bad flaine him , be went fo the warsin Germanier ann int 
that peare Traiane twas elected Conful, inthe Senate of 
Rome. Jf tas no fmal griefe bnto Traiane fo accept that 
Confulthip:not for that he liked not to be linckea with the’ 
friendthip of honour : but fo2 the ariefeivbiche he felt ta: 
leanethe companie of Neruay 20 oy ap 
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Hoye Nerua was made Emperour, and? 
adopted Trajanc his fonne.. 
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+ se Romains vot able to nburethetiniuries and fyzane 
+ pics of Domitian, deter mticd. to bil bin the whitch out 
of hanoe they did perfourmes the rit. of Detober, tn tye 
fourtie fifte peare of bis age, toben be bad reigned yy, 
peates, In many adap the Romaine people bad not recets 
ued foiopful tiewes,as p neloes of the death of Domitian: 
ini (uch inaner, that thepnauc rich refoards bufocurrers € 
wolkes that bought the fame, ang mate areat toy in the 
countries where they pated : for that they nidas muche 
Defire his peath,as they did abboore bis life, Petronius cape 
teine ofthe quart, and Partenius bis chamberletne, tere 
themen that practifen the death, andalfo biolatcd the life 
of Domitian sand they them felues gave oder , that Ner- 
ua peefently fhould be elected Cinperour. Whe Romaines 
pid fo ertremely bate Domitian, that nof contented fo fe 
bint deade, ¥ to hale his bovie peecemeale trapling theough 
the ttreates of Rome,al bis pictures and counterfets thep 
vid fpople and take away,all bis arches and titles they did 
tase out; all bis edifices tobiche be Had butle they ouers 
thoetue, all tozitinas twbhich he had firmed they burné, and 
all that fucre named Domitians Were banifhed, tn fuche 
Wife; that they could neyther indure to fee him alive, nets 
ther bearchininamedatter bis death. Whe dayafter the: 
death of Domitian; Nerua Coceius {was declared Cmpee: 
four + and of bis election all the Romaine people tucre 
much pleated : the one caufe,fop that he twas fo bertuons, 
and thenfher,bicaule he was an enimie tnto Domitians:t 
wrelently that Nerua was elected Cmperour, prefently: 
bé fent Traiaric as D2efourints Germanic, tothe endde 
thould take into his power, the legions and qoucrnement 
ofthat protince : on the one parte, for that Traiane was 
liked, and muche defired of all the met of fuarre : and 
the other for that Calphurinus capteine bute Domitian 
Was holden fometwhat fufpected.-<. Ct Te 

Amonack othet cuill convictions wherewith the Cure 
perour Domitian twas poffetfed, twas : that all thinges 
tubich fdemed unto him geod, riche, 02 faire; hodyd inuch 
mele J MB ttf. patfe 
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praite it, and therof they bav fo confinerfos mort cet tatite, 
that alliobicbe be pratfen, freely. they Dad.to prelentthe 
fame : fo2 if other wile.incontinently be tobe tf by fozce: 

Df thefe like things Neruafonndti bis palace;much gaps 
ofother mens + tohiche by publike proclamationivereall 
refkorcd Onto the otoner's 23n fache toile, that thisigad 
pritice Loold not onlpnot fake froother men, butalfomake 
reftitution of » which by his peedeceffours bad binirobber: 
ben Nerua wag elected Cmperour, he: was erceeding 
olde, and of infirmities much perfecuted: foz tn bun there 
was nothing found but bis toung tuberewith he vid falke, 
and bis qed iudgement iuberetwith he did gouerne. Dhe 
Romaines beholoing Nerua fo olde, and fickip, complaye 
ning that be couloe not ficepe, and that foz weaknefie of 
fromarh, be puri cate but of berte felwe things: they belde 
if fo2 molt cerfaine, that bis life was berie Khozf,and inith 
thig motion thep beganne to bolde bimse final eftimation. 
Confivered by Nerua, that be had not long. toline.and that 
the Romaines did nof efame hunrherememben to avopt 
Traiane as bis fonne, and to accept Him for companionin 
the Cmpire: and fo if caine fo patle, that pefentlyp be fent 
bint the tmperiall enfigne , tohich wasia certaine manner 
of cape ivith a bode, and with the fame be tu2ote bint 
aictter, wherein inere-wittin no other: wozdes but thefes: 
Phoebe tuis telislachrimas vicif{cere noftras.A5 if be hula 
fay : Noble Traiane,thou fhalt haue-charge with thy ven 
turousarmes to reuenge my forrowfulk teares.) Jfo2 the 
nifobedicnce which: the Romaines conunittedagaing bis 
contnaundements, and the want of reuecence hep helde 
of bis perfon, Nerua of Lraiane craned that renuengement; 
bycante itis a thing much vfedhamongeft men perfecuted. 
& affirctedjthatthe iniuries which they, may notreuenge 
with their andes; they bewaile with theireyes; 3. 9n the: 
time that this did paffe, Fraianeinag im Almanesin the,ctz 
tie sf Agrippinay Iebtch nowe és railed Coleine;-andthe 
night before that be receined the anperiall enfiaqne,; and: 
the letter fromthe Cmperour Nerua, be decamed that be: 
igh ait was 
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(ag innetied Witha purple gavinent, anda ring put om 
bis tight hand, and crowned {vith a certaine crotune, Due 
ly thoce monethes and flue dayes did patle after Traiane 
was clecteo Emperor, bnto the death of Nerua: tubo bys 
eaintheaacant hundzed tenie veates, ten monethes, and 
tenne dapes, Tit 


THE VI. CHAP. 


Of the lawesthat Traiane made,to the pro- 
fite of the common wealth. 

A & the inftant in tobich Traiane bnveriimde,: that the 
“" &mperour Nerua twas deade, be departed bnito Rome: 
ibere at bis comming be did celebzate the obfequies of 
bis Looe andfriendNerua: and they Wwere fucbe and {o 
riches that if famed rather feattes fo2 thelining, then hoz 
ours fo2 the dead: bycaufe there wasnotbhing ti them p 
sould fadnefle, but fo fe Traianegoe berie fad he fir - 
thing that Traiane fay, peomifed,¢ fare inthe Senate, 
was; that no man that was good and peaceable,by his co- 
maundement or:confent,fliould:be put to death: which be 

obferued,al.p daiesof bis Empire. After this be comanded 

Emilia to be (ent fo2;which was captaine ofthe Pectootan 

arintes : whom be contmaunded fo be difebarged of his of 
fice, ann to be banithed the Empire : the one caufe, fo2 that 

he had difobeyen the emperonr Nerua-and the other caule, 

for that he had tmbeseled the payes of the men of ware. 

4>e commannded publike proclamation to. be made, that 

all mien that ban tu canfe to complaine of the Confuls, of 
fhe Senatours, ofthe Judees,02 other officers of Rome, 

that they toulde come forth and declare : fez that be wwt- 
theo fatiffactiontntotheones and cogrection onto the oz 
thers Perfonally Traiane.dip. tifite all offices of Rome: 
tohichts to bnverflanoepinbere they (olde beeade, where: 
they weighed heh, where thepmealured wine, where the 
merchauntsnivelt, where fraungers did lodge, and fo of al 
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Other offices: among tobich, he allotuenall that tas yon; 
and gaue rerozmation tuto all that was euill. Be forban 
the viv of fops 02 fauernes in Rome,that is fofape s that 
hep Gould not (ell bread, wine, and flethe dzeft in one 
Houle: affirming, that peepared vices, is-the occafion to 
make many vicious. be commaunded all the neighbours 

’ of Rome fo be regiftred; and there tvas found 285000 hous 

’ fes of married men, and 42000 young men fo be married, 

" 7ooo prieftes of the temples , 32000 common tyomen, 

12000 holes of Inbolvers, ard 6;000 fraunaer factours. 
De forbad any pore man to gee from dm2¢ tora, but 
that all tubich were tmpotent , Mould be fuccoured of the 
common treafure; and bnto fuch.as could traueile, thep 
gaue them thcreonto woke from the Senate. Be come 
maundedall Zuglars and Yelkers fo learne fome occupas 
tiot, and fo mainteine thens (clues in their owne houtes: 
and ofhertwtfe fo be banited Rome.) Traiane conmiatine 
Ded.reforntation in allettates;, and caufed erantinationta 
be fakeu of al ffudents; and they tocre more withonet conte 
parifon that were banithe fo2 bnable and bicidus,then res 
mained fo2 learned and bertuous. JFo2 that inRome there 
tere people of many fraunge countries, iopntly theres 
With fo ntany worten, of which many did perithe inchilve 
bed: and many chilozen died for want of place fo breve 
thet: Ffo2 tebich purpofle the gad Traiane did canfe to be 
buyle a famous boule inthe mount Celius, ana inonen.the 
fame bery well with bis olune patrimonie : where all twos 
men that woulde, were kepte and brotaht aberde. by the 
{pace of tivo monethes: and that ali the chilozen bntill the 
age of foure peres were there brought byand nouriMhen; 
Traiane confented not, that in all the perethep fhould obs 
ferucin Rome but gti. holppayes: faying, that without 
comiparifon, the Oods were moze ferucd onfuch dapes ag 
the Romaines did francile then ow fuch vayesas theprea 
fen : becanfe the tices were moze iwhich they din connnit, 
then the factifices tobich they dia offer, Traiane piv rigs 

berate the facvifices that were offered bute the Goons, that 

7 is 
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is fo fay, neither fo bane fo many, no2 pet fo fumptusas: 
faving, that the Gods would rather we fhould amend our 
lines, then offer our goods, Unto the pricttes of the fem ,, 
ple be commmaunided fo be gtuen oyle, vrts the beftall virs ,, 
gins wheate, bnto the olde bozfemen cloth fo2 garinents, ,, 
Lnto the poze umd tohurne, bnto Entballadours wine to ,, 
nrinke + fo2 thatalithefe things were not cnelyin Rome ,, 
beric deare to be hough : butal{o notat all timestobve ., 
ban for monery.. 


CHAP OV ETE 


@ Ofthe noble and notable vertues that: 
. werein Traiane.. | 

TR vere that Traiane came to Rome fo be Cmper 

rour, be tuas of rlit. peres, in twobich age, He bad.in all 
thinges (uch (uccefle, and did bfe {uch moderation, that — 

neither by bis youth did basarde the attempt of any folith 

peed: either by foutbhfulneffe of old age, dtd leaue any thing 

evil prouived, Traiane was.a Prince, in Whole iuo2des ¢ 

foozkes enuie nas neuer Rnolwne: andas ona certeine 
time the btlofopher Plutarche did commend bim forthe | 
fame, Traianc {aide bnto bim; Plutarche,.% giuethe to » 
Dnderitand, that of pure pride, J am not enuious: for that »» 
alfvayes Z thought my {elfe bappte,.to enferprife fuche, »» 
fo greate, and fo notable dades , that all men theuld en: »» 
nie mee fo2 the thinges % fhould fake in hand: and my felfe ;. 
to mifiike no man fo any bis noble affempfs. Traiane », 
tuas notnialifions,cifber (ufptcieus, although by nature 
he were of fharpe tudgement: which fapeneth in feto pers 
fons, fo2$-commonly , men of {harpe iudgement, be not 
alwayes of found condition , Qndas great affaires natu- 
rally being toith them. great thoughtes anasifpleafurca? 
althcugh onto T raiane they qaue (ome avicfe, be vas nes 
ner fence ofmantobeanarp , becaufe olde {ifedeme bad 
moze Lo2dthip in bim, then feudeine pre,  Altboughe 
Traiane, babte manye that tia Wwitke bim eutll., and 
sa Patt precuve: 
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procure hint enill sfontefo2 malice, fome for enute, and 
fome bycaufe he div chaftice them, Be was tener found 
that bfterlp pid {eke bis beffruction : but that in chalis 
hia the quavelier and bicious,thep moze convisended hint 
fo2 bis clemtenicte, then contlained 02 murmiared fo2 their 
gricie and punifoment Although Traianetuere not much 
learned , be tuas mote truclp a oreafe friende onfo 
lcarnedinen : tobome be did promote Outo Honours and 
fo effafes,and did much toy fo holde them fo bis friendes : 
in fuche wile, thatinbis houfe and court, a icarned man 
ivas never feenetn neceffitie. Traiane did much delire fo 
bnderande the ambitions of Rome, and diforvers of bis 
boule: but isontly therewith be twoulde nof be aduertifed 
by the manner of murmuring, bat rather by the tway of 
adtiice, Traiane twas a great entice of lters,¢ no lefle of de 
tractouts: for which caufe they fay,) many times be fapd: 
Itis more fafe vnto prices, to haue patiéce to heare their 
own errours,then to giue eare vnto fuch as reporte other 
mens defections : andfayde moze. Bhat of necefsitie the 
Princemuft haucbloudie hands, that giueth care to mur- 
smurers. Traiane Wwated p general bice which binallp retge 
nethirt all men, which is couetoumetle, wherot he was not 
citber accufed 02 noted: but rather of great bountie ¢ lavs 
ges, be was of all nations well liked € commended, bieaule 
they Wwereinfinife thatnin praife hint, fo2 that which they 

~ Hadreceiucd, andtio man did complatie fo2 that tobich he 
bad taken, Traiane naturally dtd delight in Wwatres; and 
after they were beaunne, berie diligent in pofecntingjand 
mot conitant in finihing the fame. Albeit be was aiue bre 
fo toarres,yet therfore be ceafed not fo procure by al meas 
nes to conferue peace: foz as be fato, The Gods newerper- 
mitted that any fhould be ouercome in the wars, but fuch 
as be enimies vnto peace. Traiane Was Berie nioderate it 
the obinarie erpéces of bis boule:¢ topntip with this, molt 
liberall in caufes of war: and mo certainly inthe fame 
be (heiwed him felf to be a prince thilful, poonident ¢ torre: 
fo2 as Plato fapde, If the expences of the oka 
¢ 
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le rot moderated, afterwardes ye thal! not faile, to want 
wherewith to with{tand the enimies, 


CHAP. VIII. 
€ Of the proude and ftately buildinges 


which Traiane made, 


T Raiane ntade in Rome many ¢ bery nofable buylotitgs: 
itis fobnderfande , a creat and (umptuous market 
place,and all the things that twere in the compatle thereof, 
ae ntane a paucd calfey, being a boad high wave that la 
ften tivo leagues and balfe , hereon they might come € 
goin Summer without pull, and tn Winter without 
mire. be made a temple bnto the Ood Apollo , another 
bnto the god Mars, another nfo the god Lupiter, another 
Onto the god Efculapius, another bnto the godvetle Ceres, 
another onto the qeadeffe Bellona, another onto the mos 
ther Berecyntha, tobome the Romaines namied the mos 
ther of all the Goods, be repatred the decayed walles , be 
niade fenne paire of milles bppon barkes on the riuer of 
Tyber, in tebich be commanunded that the prieftes, the 
beftall virgins, and the olde knighfes Houlde Sirk grinds 
and be ferned, Be did repatre and tnlarae the colledge, and 
placed gates, porters , and tnatcheinen, andimanycoune 
ferfefes and pictures of goloe and filuer: and dtd bie foz 
cuffoite as off as be came thither , fabe the firft that ene 
fred, and the laff that inent forth. Be buyle tall Treetes 
in Rome publique purging places, and commanded byon 
oreat zaricuous penalties, that no nian Gould be fo bare 
die fo defile the freates, o2 other open places: tn (ach mae 
ner, that all the dayes of Traiane, Rome did not feeme, 
buftasaballcleane (wept. gn the fourth region toring 
bifo the temple of Serapis, Traiane did buyla mok funipe 
fucas baynes, much larcer then thofe tobicy Titus mane, 
and much rieber then thofe tobich Tyberius buyit, Gifs 
Traiane buylé an bundjed houfes large and Crong, wher 
i 
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in fokill and fell their beefe and mutton. Fr the cardeines 
of Vulcane, Traiane dtd buyld an houfe of pleafure, and 
tiade fherctit a certetn fifthep joule fo2 delinht: butitis not 
foundo2 recoded, that be otd either erate o2 fepein the 
fanie. Seared’ ite the boules of the Sesh be baought 
from farre a founteine, in the compatle tobercof be erecs 
teva ftatelp boule, naming tt the place of Datia, Traiane 

naturally, wag a friend not onely of buyldina, but allo to 
behalbe buy ldinges and inozke men: tobiche ts mo cers 
fcinlp kno vet, iit that be made a late: that all fuch men 

as fhould raife any newe buyldinges in Rome, the thirde 
parte of the charges fhoulde be paide from the common 
treafure, Zt iwasamarucitous matter, that inall thefe 
€ many ofber buyldings tobich Traiane madetn Rome, 
be bfed no other mennes tnoney , be conftrained noman 
to trauatle by force , be Deferred no manof papement, 
forbe faite and belde opinion , that it were more ho- 
neftand alfomore fure vnto Princes,to dwell in poore 
lodginges : then of other mennes {weat to make riche 
howfesit , 


CHAP.IX, 


€ Of fome vices whereof Traiane 
was noted, 


Raiane iuanted not fome huimatie infirmities, tuberes 
inmien at times do fall: for,tf with reafon be were pats 
(cd for many thinges: not without occafion informe cats 
» fesbe wasivtly otfcommended. Cinkll this taye there 
» hath beens no P2itice in tobome all Dertues did concutte, 
»» eitger in tobome all tices tuere founde: bycaute , there ts 
» Ho man (uch an outcaff, in tuhome there is not fo be found 
» (omefobat tobe pratfed: citherany man of life fo refo2s 
, nied, that in bim there is not fometebaft tobe spb 
Tala 
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Tratane naturally inas proude and antbitions of Banour: 
aun after aimauner be dip eelicht, hatin opert place tice 
{gouln ererte Onto him picures and counterfefes of gcibe, 
and that bis fanie aia: sf be fo2cade th jougbout fhe we2ta. 
gin all bis erected baylDdi: ages be LApAeD NE be titles ef bis 
trimmpyes, and perfuaded the Gatcurs fo compounte 
Via naires tabis neatfe, tobiche be made to be grauen 
in fone inthe byelt front of bis buplsinges, Jn the bice of 
the flevhe, Traiane twas not a itftie flothly : sand vet in this 
cafe itis mote truc, that beneuer bfed force fo any pers 
fon: butiopntly therewith, being mofte piligenfin perez 
fuafion, and berie liberall in atuing + be fired bis ee 
rous afvection vppon na perfor, that be intopes not. 
his garmentes, and ti the manner of (he fathion and an 
ring thereof, Traiane fvas mofi curious and coftly + bye 
caufe there was no Daye, that cither of Oolde , filucr, 02 
filke, be dtd not on bis perfon tie fome chaunae. 

As toe haue faide , Vraiane twas a Poince both tile, 
ana of (arpe and roadie tudgement: but topntlyp theres 
With, muche affectionate buto bis ofpne opinion: tberes 
of cares many times dd followe and perfecute him: by- 
taule, thereisnot, hath beene, or fhalbe Prince in this 
worlde, fo wife, that necefsitie conftraineth not,at times, 
to chaunge counfell. 

Traiane {fuasa beric Friende bnfe twifemen, but be 
hin (elfe has not muche learned: tobereof bein rep2cs 
ued by bis friende and Pbilofopher Plutarche ; Vraiane 
fatde biriéo him: the Gods haue not created mee to turne 
ouer bookes, buttodcale witharmour. Giben Traiane 
bad bacant time from toarres , beain muche oelight to 
fake bis pleature ti baine thinges , foherein be canter 
med many nlabfes andDodapes, and of this dice be ve 
nofa little nofed, andalfo accufed :.and ooublietie ui 

wuithout aveat caufe: fo2 that Princes which prefunte . 
bee good Princes, in fuche wife ought to take their pa- 
itime, that they feemenotto lofe their time ‘ SRO 
faitoing that Traiane deliuercd Rome of manye tices, 


aus. 
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nd banithen from thence many that ivere bicions ihe vas 
noten and alle blamed, that be defended and fultetned the 
‘twmrde players, Who were men pole and (editions, and 
fhis ge bt0, becaufe tn bis yonth they bad bene bis frends, 
ang deliahted in them: tuberin be ban lefie reafon,fo2 that 
Ttisnotiuit, that Princes take fuche recreation for their 

erfons, as tendeth to the preiudice of the comon wealth. 
Traiane tras berie tnoverate in fading , but topntly thers 
{with, not over (ober indzinking : for that to obteine gad 
fine, be twas fomelwbat curious and carefull, and tn the 
Drinking thereof, not berie temperate. Potwithianving, 
that fometimes be deanke fomeiobat moze then was cone 
venient fo2 the health of bis bodie,and fo the authozitie of 
bis perfor: pet, at that time, neuer man falwe him conte 
mitt o2 procure any dtle Dede. 


CHAP,X, 


<r 


@ Of the firft warres that Traiane had againft 
the Datians. 


I P the rliiff. pere of bis age, and tn the fecond of bis Ems 
pire, Traiane receiued netves, that Decebal king of 
Datia, tobich in thefedayes ts named Denmarke, rebels 
led agaititt the Romaine Empire: the which netwes gaue 
nofmallfkandal and offence Onto the Senate : for that 
onthe one part naturally they tere a nafton berp ware 
like: and on the other parte , fo2 that king Decebal tnas 
a peitice of great bnquictneffe, and alfo of aminde oefer- 
mined, jfo2 that the Cmpercur Domitian fuas acreas 
fer friend bute bices, then an enimie brite enimics : tral 
big retane, king Decebal dip neuer peatd obedience bnta 
fhe Romaine Ginpire: tobereby the Datians hab recenuce 

redateat bolonetic , and the Romaines lof thetr credite. 
Traiane, inbis otune perfen determined fo goin thole 
fnarres: fo2 which purpofe be made chaice of a verte fmall 
armie, and vet of minch frength: for be belbe opinion, 
that 
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that, asno other meates fhould be brought vnto the ta- 
ble, then are to be eaten: fo they ought not toleade vnto 
the warres, but fuch as muft fight: and fatde further: by 
experience I haueproued , as well in eating , as in figh- 
ting, that many mieates at table be lothefome :and in the 
warres many membe troublefome, ting Decebal beeing 
aduerti(ed, that Traiane remoucd from Rome tomake 
conquelt of bim and bis countrie , determined to marche 
and encounter fith bun oppon the toaye : and as he pure 
pofed fo be perfourmed: fo2 he Helde the Romaines info 
finall eftimatton, that be counted it Game fo be befeged 
of them. And toben the armies fuerein fiaht one of ance 
ther, the Barbarians being {o manpe, ¢ the Romaines fo 
feive: they vid not a litle perfuade Traiane,to take peace, 
02 fo make fome boneft truce, and without peril fo return 
fo Rome. Traiane fo this made aun(iver: our twweakenefle 
fhould be areaf, and with areat reafon they would blame 


bs in Rome, if fo foudélp toe ould ceaffe fo make Wwarre, © 


fvitbout fir making peofe , to tobat ende their forces do 
erfende, and alfo bnderfande tobat our deftinics do cons 
faine: bpcaufe it may be, that ifthetr power be areat, our 
fo2fune may be mach areafer. ising Decebal bad taken & 
fortified all the daungerous paflages, and bzoken all bids 
aes, barkes,¢ betes of all the riners, and bad taken ¢ (pots 
led all fhe victuals tobere the Romaines houla pate: and 
ail thefe thinges were occafions fo tncreafe trauatle bnto 
Traiane, but not of potver {uffictent to remone bis enters 
prile: for that Traiane tuag of fo balliant a minde, that 
fwhere be fatue fortune mot doubtfull, from thence be did 
Hope of victozie motke certeine, Traiane did take ¢ poflette 
the beight of tbe rockes and mountaines, and thereon 
With all bis armite did tranaile many nights and dayes: € 
king Decebal nia nener conceine that Traiane woule trae 
tiatle by thole tho2nie mountaines: for that be thoughtit 
impoflible for mento trauaile tobere bealtes conio not ef: 
cape. liing Decebal was conffrained toreturne onto the 
plaine counttic, and to foztific pint felfe in rong cities, 
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to thig ende Traianc bid purpefe nof to fight in mountains 
that be daungerous, butin ficldes that be plaine: fo2 be 
{aide, that they came not to fight withthe mounfaines, 
whiche bacd bzutte beaftes: but fo tamecitics twbich (us 
ficine {editions men. Zn beryp thozt (pace T raiane han taz 
ken fine cities, fevencaftels, and many patfoners : among 
which Mirto was taken, being bnekle, futour, and rap- 
faine of king Decebal:a manof areate grauifie and of ne 
ice authovitie, Traiane twas fo rigs 20us with them that 
pidretik bin, and fo pittfull onto fuchasdio pelde them, 
that Come fo2 lone, and others fo2 feare,beaan fecretelp to 
poactite thoughout the kingoome, fotallp fo yeald thene 
felues tuto Traianes becanfe they fate enery day Trai- 
ans force fotcreafe, andthe potver of king Decebal fo des 
cay and growe tery Weake. Traiane befieging a certeine 
cific named Myrtha, holding the captame thetof inareat 
biftreffe , kia Decebal forgate not to fendebinireliefe € 
fuccour of qreat power: again tobome Lucius Metcllus, 
acaptaine of Traianes dit. march and aduaunce him felfs 
ivhoat thatinfant fouaht fo baliantly and manlike, that 
~— be lett not of all the cnimiegone onely perfor, that was 
>> not cither fakeno2 Maine.) Andas ti that battatle manye 
> Romaines Were laine,and many moze wounded, lacking 
» clothes fo binde bp thetr twoundes, Traiane tare bts otune 
>» fhirt fofivply their wantin that bebalfe, Weurg knotone 
{within the citie, bolwe their (uccozour Was difcomfited, 
and bolwe Traiane,to cute bis wounded bad vent hts ova 
thirt, thepdiafeare the bicfozte , and Were amasea ate 
iwozke of fo areat cleniencie, and bothe thefe things were 
nota litle prciudiciall bite king Decebal, chicfelp {2 that 
be tuas pooute any difoainfull + fo2 the, good Traiane, it 
with big engins be oucrtheeiue thetrcatkels, nti p fame 
of his gad inmrkes, he div robe and Eeale the. wnindes of 
bis arn. 
he cifie of Myrtha beeing faker and rend2ed infe 
the handes of Romaines, prefently blag Decebal fent 
Sanbataseurs bilo Tratane, aduertifing that he wenlte 
Lecone 
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beconte fubtect bnta the Romaine Crtpire: Bppon fuche 
condition, that the thinges whereen they fhould capitus 
late, were reafonable, and facke thingcs as they Moule 
contmannde fo be perfourniable: fo2 otherivtle, be and bis 
ivere Determined rather fo dye twith libertie, then tolinc 
ihibondage , he conditions that Traiane fent to des 
wlauNd were thele, 

eDhat be Mouldieane all ariiour, difcampe bis armite, 
fubuert bis cafkels, pelde bis engines, refto2e that which 
twas robbed, become africnbde Bnto fhe friendes , and an 
enintie buts the enimics of the Senate , render iuche caps 
faines as cane to bis (uccour, and gine roocoo pefants 
of golde to pape the arimic , andgive one ofbis tonnes ut 
pledae fo2 furetie of all paumifer, AU thele conditions 
king Decebal twas contented to ftucare anid obferuc: ere 
tept the rendertis of the capicines twobich camie in bisfa- 
tour tofuccour bint faving that (o bile a deede din not as 
are with the clentencie of Traiane fo Demtannde tf: neis— 
ther biito bis repall fidelitie fo qraunt it; fo2 that be pele 
ped him felfe and bis countreyp , buf topreferuc the life of 
his friendes anv atics. ting Decebal came bute the poez 
fence of Tiarane, and kriecling bpon the grounds, did fake 
off the crotune frou bis bead and kitten the knee and the 
hand of Traiane: the which lifting bint from the atounde 
and againe placing the crore bpon bts bead: fatde brito 
bint : Tadmitt thee to kifle my knee for the rebellion 
which thou haft committed, and I gauethee my hande to 
kiffe for the vaflalage whiche thou oweft mee: nowe lt 
giue thee place to fitt by mee'as a friend: I returnethy 
crowne vnto thee, as voto a king : and therefore,learnc to 
vnderftandethy faulte paft, and to conferue this prefent 
benefite: for otherwife, thou fhalt put mee to muche tra- 
Haile, and thy felfe in great peril. 
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! CHAP. XL. 


@ Howe Traiane triumphed of the Datians, and 
refourmed hiscommon wealth, 


Mane calfels being furnifhed,and ofbers onerth2otwven 
and fubuerted, and the armies being paide toith king 
Decebalsinoney: Traiane departed bnfo Rome, leading 
with bint the kinges fonne fo2 pledge, and ofhernoble 
; men for Ambafavours: becanle tt twas alatwwe much bled 
,, and allo obferucd antongelk the Romaines, fhat it were 
,, of no Dalue which was cavitulate inthe wars, if it were 
, not confirmedinp Senateat Rome, Whe Ambafladours 
of king Decebal arrived at Rome befoze the Cmperour 
Traiane: who barebeabded, their armour thsotwne dotone, 
and thetr bands topned and lifted bp, did humbly beleeche 
the Scnate , that tf miaht pleafe them fo pardon kinge 
Decebal the rebellion which be bad committed aaain€ 
thent, and to confirme all (hat tobich the Cmperour Tra- 
jane had capitulate, bycaufe for that which bad paffed, he 
pid repent him, and fo2 time to come did offer amendes. 
WUAith reavie difpofition the Romaine fenate did appzoue, 
allotoc,and confirme all actes agreed Bppon betieirt Tra- 
yaneand the Datians : and p2efently commaunned their 
- armour to be reffo2ren thems,¢ to walk tn p citie at their lis 
” berfie: bycaule it teas alatwe inutolable, that the Ambafs 
» fanour's tubefe Wrinces beloe warres with the Romaine 
> neople, might tocareno kinde of armour, either talke 
» the fireetes af libertic without licence. Many and mot ers 
treme Were the feattes whercinith the Romaines did res 
cetue the Emperour Traiane,¢ beryp great teas the riches 
¥ be beffotwed in bis triumph: ¢ admitting p the Romains 
Did mucd reiopce fo (ee their Empire riche ¢ in great sotws 
er: but if did muche moze pleafe them fo beboloe Traiane 
returned tobhole,fafe, andalive : for it is incredible, what 
affection and louc all men did beare him, and the facriftz 
ces beponde all balure that fo2 bun they oid offer, a 
0 
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Dn the dave of bis triumph, the fonne of kita Decebal 
was placed inthe arche with Traianc, fo2 that be was a 
berie childe: whome afteriwardes he did infreafe, not as 
a potfoner, but as bis otone proper fonne. Jn the conquelt 
of the Datians, andin bifiting the Germaines , Traiane 
ivas dDefepned willingly tivo peares : andat bis refurne 
bnto Rome, be found not the common wealth in fach 022 


ber as helefe thefame, and thereof ts no marucile ; fo2 


p2inces making watre with their enimies , pretentlythe 


citizens make peace with bices. Ghat dap in twhich Tra-” 4 


iane enfred triampbing into Rome , be that by chaunce 
ivas motte nofed tn thofe playes andpageantes, andof 
lubome Traiane that dap did fake moffe delight, twas a 
cerfeine matfter of Cnterludes named Pilas , tubo fo ree 
ivarbde of bis traucile, did not craue of Traiane but licence 
to bie bis faculfie. toberein Traiane did aunftwere bim: 
Princes haue to confider that their commaundements be 
iuft: but after commaundement, for no requeft or feruice 
they ought toreuoke the fame. What tohich Ff twill do for 
thi, hal be fo paye the perely out of mine otwne treafure, ” 
"i muche as thou mail gaine by playing in the ftreetes of ” 
ome, 

Although Traiane went laden with armour, compafe 
fed tuith affaires, occupted tn luarres, bufied in buyloinas, 
tinpostuned with friendes, ty2ed with cnimics, and aboue 
all, motte fudtous in amplifying bis fae, and fo perpee 
fuate his memozie:be neuer arewe negligent in qed qo- 
uernement of the common toralth. be twas no lefle atfens 
fine tn bearing, either lefle diligent in difpatching bale € 
ciutl affaires , then thofe cafes of areat tucight in the com: 
mon ivealth, otivithitanding be tyere much bufiedin 
the affaires of toarres, be Did neuer the more aroiwe neal, 
aentin the adminiftration ofivitice, Allthe time that be 
iwasremainingin Rome, once o2 twice a weeke he DID 
fitt openly fo difpatche matters of tuftice. 

Fo2 any motion that amd Traianc han fo be folitarte 
in bis boule, 02 fo2 any vileafe whereby he was withe 
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pawne info his chamber , cither for any affaires that be 
bad fo2 the warres, neuer man came fo crane tullice, diz 
folobome he denicd audience. Wihen any perfon came, 
niuch troubled and furtous in complatning of fome friend 
02 enimic, prefently be fopte bis eare with one of bis fins 
gers, faptitg: that be referucn the fame, tobeare the accus 
fed. 

Traiane did neuer fitt fo beare and determine mat- 
fers of tuftice, but af the gate of the Cimperour Titus, and 
inthe place of Auguftus : and being demaunded 5 why 
maze Chere, Chen cliclubere: aunfivered, ¥ place my felfe 
wheres uff Winces inere wont fofitt: becanfein rement 
” bring them, Zz mii committe no tuant of iuftice, Traiane 
>, being onbozicbacke, andbpon the bopaae of the feconde 
”? twarres into Datia, there came a woman and {aide bnfta 
5 Dim: Cmperour ae es Jam poe, olde,anda widowe: 
, and hauing but one daughter, one of thy houtholoe-fera 
, uaunts hath rautthed ber, Traianeaunfivered; peoze tos 
uf ” man, be nofimpoztune with me: for Ifweare onto the, 
‘ by the imnte2tall Gods, that being reforned from the 
, Warres, J will do thee tnfkice: fo this the olde womandiv: 

, teplye: and iwbat furetie bat thou Traiane, forefurne 

” from the warres: heating fo byfing avaunfinere,piefenta 
>? ly be lighted on fofe and deferred bisdeparture, dntil be 
perfourmed iuftice With the poze oloe fwoman. Traiane 
belde fer cuttome, teben any perfon did complaine, pes 
fontlp he convmaunded tf fo be ww2itfen ina bake iwhich he 
badin bis chambers this the gwd Wainee oid, fo the ende 
to ake accompt of fhe Judae to Iobome he dio remitt the 
farie,02 elfe fo9 bis olwn better remembzance fo2 oifpatch 
fpercor, 

Gn fome thinges , fonte 12inces toere equall tnfa 
Fraiane, and tn foitte thinges did furmount him , bat in 
redifude of tuftice, there was no prince like binvin Rome: 
fo2 that be 01D newer man wzengt ut tufice , either af anp 
finte Dad affection 02 pation in aining fentence . Many 
times Traiane bid fe to os feet fo2 Pzices.ta be Zui 
sets 
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rere, it were riaht neceMaric fo beint in their ofone pers 
fonsibecanle fublectes and bafals be moze cafilp pers 
{uaded todo that which they (ee, then fo obey in that twobich 
theyarecommannnded. Traianc was the firft that placed 
patronesin the Senate, that (hould defend the paze: and 
the firtt alfo that gaue oder, that one Daye in the weke, 
their caufes houldbebearde, Whe Cenfours 02 qudges 
of Rome, dia fit but five boures inthe mogning , and one 
at after none, fo beare caufes: and Traiane div giue 024 
ber that they Mould be refitent fhoe houres before none, 
and tive boures at after none , Mobercof Traiane ivas 
much prailed, becaufeit vas occafion both to cut of (utts, 
and to bifpatch {uiters. Jn the dayes of Traiane,none that 
had charae of Juflice might augment bisguds:but in that 
eftate of riches 02 pouertie, uberein be began to qouerne, 
in the fame be bad to conferne him (elf: and inrepaymce 
of bis trauaile, belives the retwardes twhich the Peince Bid. 
gine him, bis formes tere married Luith the gansof the 
common tocalth. ri 

Being knolwen bute Traiane, howe tutmoptall (uites 
Were inthe Senate: be ordeined that all {uites of Italic 
{honlo continue: but one vere, and thefuttes of fraunge 
countries, but halfeayere. Traianemabe diners boules ,, 
inRome, where the Cenfoursand qudges might allen ,, 
ble fo beareand adininifter inflice, andalfo made ftrong ,, 
prifones, infuch wife, that this god Peince prouided, that ,, 
the god Mould be fuccoured, and the euil chattiled, 9 


CHADP.XII, 
@ Of the feconde warres that Traiane 


had againft the Da- 
tians. 
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ca entice monethes after that Traiane had quercome 
the Datians; the fonne of king Decebal died in Rome, 

iohoe remained there as pledge , for that which his father 

had fwo2ne and prontifed : and Traiane was no lefie eres 

ucd with fhe beathofthat chive, thentf tt had bene bis 
lune proper fontie and beire.ghe day that hig Decebals 

fonne twas dead, they faye that Traiane fatde: the death of 
this childe qrieucth me nof, fo2 that itis a fo2rotwe to the 
father, but fo2 beeache of promife which be thal commit: 
fo2 if be bane beene quiet, it vas nioze fo2 p recouering of 
bis fonne, then fo2 obedience tuto the Senate. Mot long 
after this netwes came to Traiane, botve king Decebal 
was rebelled, and forefifl the Romaines be repatred the 
Diches, Furnif}ed the cafkels , entred confederacie with 
bis netabbours, renued and recoucred bictuals, and moe 
aud aboue the rett, made watre with the friendes of Ro- 
maines, &Lhe campe of Agius, Avbich was a areate anda 
populous countrie, being reffozed by Traiane onto hint 
from iwhome if was taken, king Decebal reentrep, aid 
fake and occupte the fame, infuche wife, that all thinges 
tubich Traiane bad fet vowne and determined, was delpie 
fed, andinall that king Decebal had (iwo2ne,be was fozs 
{Wo2ne, elation ofthele thinges being made onto the: 
Henate , king Decebal twas pronounced an eninte , to 
publitge ltbertie bnto all perfones fo gine bimvandmake 
dim Wwarre: bycaufe it was a law amongeft the Romaines, 
that notwithftanding any did. mutine or rebell againfte 
the Prince, vntillin Rome he were declared an enimie, 

they might not make warre either againft him or his 

countrie, 

‘Traiane once moze defermined in bis ofone perfone 
fogoe to the tuarres of Datia , neither twoulde be fake 
with bin any Conful o2 Captaine that was notable in 
Rome, faying: that fince king Decebal fo him onely bar 
broken bis tc2de: to him onely it oid apperfeine fo revége 
the tninrie, iting Decebal,bowe focuer he had made eypee 
tence of the forces of Traiane, be would not as in the 

fo2nier 
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foner tuarres abide him iithe ficlde : buf retired into the 
mot trong boldes of bis hinadonte, fo bis finall poolite : 
fo2 Traiane bad (tuoane befoze he departed from Rome,fo 
remaine dead ti D atia,o2 boing king Decebal either dead 
o2 aliue bufo Rome, Many ofthe Hunnes tobich nowy are 
nanted Higarians,t many of the Rhenes, which are p pene 
ple int vabitant neare bnto p riuer Rhene, were come trto 
p fuccour of king Decebal,al tubtch people, when they ore 
derftwde that Traiane came twith fo areat a power, and fo 
Determined, they foxlmke king Decebal tn the plaine field: 
tof withanding, would be not forfake bis teilful purpofe, 
fo2 that bis condition was to beqinne bis atfempfes with 
great rafhneffe,and no lefle tout fo profecute them. Iking 
Decebal twas then of the age of ftvo and fourtie peares ¢ 
& ince moff certainly in bovy of perfect paopoetion,gras 
tious in-conuerfation, magnificent in (pending, valiant it 
armes.dtligent and carefullin fhe woarres, although in the 
fare mol bnfoztunafe: the whiche lof both bimandhis — 
countrie : bicaufe little auaileth diligence, where good 
hapiscontrarie. Hing Decebal tvas a ‘Paine mofk bnfoze 
tunate,to match in contention with Traiane, whee teas a 
Prince mo fortunate + bycaule- onto the one, all thinges 
did happen tno bis otwne liking : and fo p other, all thinas 
contrarie to that be diddelire. After fiue monethes 9 the 
iwatre was beaun, as p one Pince did increafe, ¢ f other 
decreale : kitig Decebal retired bnto a certatn cafkel, with 
the molt baliaunt menofbis armie : tobere Traiane did 
bifer ecrpend fhe btterct ofbis (hill , deuice, ¢ policic, to 
take bint: and king Decebal bis areatett force and foztis 
tude fo defend bim felfe, Wy a Decebal counfel ova cerz 
faine night, they conucyed ouer fhe wall fire young men, 
fapning to be fled, tobich came buto Traianes campe, with 
mypndes Determined fo kill him, evther with wraps 02 pots 
fort, iking Decebal had inuented this treafon : fo2 that 
inanting, as he wanted frength : be trenla profite and 
poutde for bim (clfe,by treafon and quile, gind as Traiane 
Was of a fincere condition, and nothing malicious, bad no 
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fulpicion of thatutalice and quile, but rather receiuen the 
With areat pitic, and conferred with thenta great parte 
of the Dap, inquiring and Demanding then of the armies 
and conditions of king Decebal : and twherefo2e behav 
b2oken bts poomife and othe. Shere ivanted not in Trai- 
anes cape, that could otfcerne, by their countenance; ges 
ffure and filence, that thofe poung men were fratfonrs;o2 
elfe theeues: andone of them betna faken and cramined, 
did confeffe, that by the counfell and conimiaundentent oF 
king Decebal, they were come to marther Traiane. ang 
as king Decebal tuas difappointed of this treafon and. pez 
vice, and the traifours chaftifed arcozding fo their deme 
rifes, be deferminea anotber deutce + and the cafe was 
thus. Gipen a truce be craued to fpeake with Longinus, a 
fanons capfeine and nich beloucdof Traiane:: whobes 
lig come cpon afurance; nas taken and bound, Frxaiane 
iwas. not alittle offended, toben he vnderftmae.that:Lons 
cinus was Detaled as paifoner, Enolefle difpleaten with 
Loneinus that bad ainen fo muche confidence fo the atlus 
rance cofiking Decebal: faying, thatthe perfon whichis a 
promife breaker with men, and, periured vnto the-Gods; 
by no meanesmight deferuccredite, Shing Decebal gaug 
Traiane to baderifande, that ercept be migbé receine pare 
don fo bim felfe and all. bis knightes, Longinus{houlde 
continue patfoner ; fo this Traiane mave auttvere, that iC 
he bad taken Longinus in gad war, be wolddo anp thie 
fo ciue libertiec onto bis perfor: but {ince Longinus gauge 
fru iobere be ought not onto bis we2de, be as bounds 
foconferue bis life: fog that good Princes be more bound 
to mainteine that whiche they promife; then to procure 
that which they defire, Althoughe Traiane {pake thefe 
{wo2des openly, be dit qeatly tranell fo deliver Longinus, 
eyther fo2 erchange, 02 elfe for money + buf Longinus bn 
derftanding thereof, danke popfon, toberof be dyed : ¢ (ent 
qwo2d bnto Traiane , p the Gods haa neuer tocimannd, » 
fo2 the atuing of bis life, they Muld capitulate w king De- 
cebal,anp thing p tuere bile o2 again honour, Bhis Ro- 
maine 
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maine fratige act of Longinus, cane great abntiration div 
fo friends and confederats, and did peald great feare tnto 
the enimies + bycaufe be delinercd Traiane of cave and 
thought,ana for bin felfe obfeined perpetuall fame, Ling ~ 
Decebal perceiuing the areatedt part of bis kingbeme fo ” 
be fakenand lof, without all bope to recover thelame,eps ” 
therable to defende that which remained, determined to ” 
make laughter of him felfe, fome fay folth popfon, fome ” 
affirmee that be dotoned bin felfe in twater other affirme, ~» 
that be hanged him felfe: finally, be was found dead twiths » 
ont any Wwounde ? Whole head Traiane commaunded fo be 
cut of,and fo be fent buto Rome, 


CHAP. XIII. 


Ofthe oreat buildings that Traiane made 
sii att the kingdome of Datia. 


‘Te onfo2tanate king Decebal being dead , and all the 
fwhole lande in Traianes potoer, be made té aq2eninces 
which is tofay,be did take Bioap the title of kingdom, and. 
the preeminence of goucrnentert by Confals ; anv gauge 
oder tobe govierhedby W3et628, and to be called a 33202 
uince. Lraiane remoued aagreafe number of the inbaz 
bitants of Italie :in thaf countric : but many imoze be 
brought outof thatcountric, fo be placed in Italie: and _ 
this be pivias amanofgteat tubaement rbycanfe in bile 
placinn the one, besbtcines (ure potlettion of the kitiandin: 
and reniouing theother, lof neceklitic they wud line as o2 
thers divliue inthe Romaine Empire, Whew the caps 
feine Longinus dyed, heleft.a bother yonaer of age, buf 
equall i farce anpbaliauntnets, Wome Vraiane mate 
Poetour of: Datia, and. gaue onto hin: fox eneatior: the’ 
cattle tobere bisbother open: layin tito bint, of tine 
caufes, the one ts foo thyne olvne berfue and Daliaunts 
nefle, and the other, spe ty ort Lorigins did 
ferue me. rats SES eye ty ue! | 
Traiane 
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Traiane canled great {earch to be ntade fo2 the body of bis 
capfeine Longinus : Dnfo tohome be caufed to be erected 
fuch and fo fumptuous afepulchze, that tt was fo be dous 
fed, tobetber be would bane ginen him fo creat riches fo2 
feruice if be Hadlined, as be (pent in making that fepuls 
che, An all the kingdome of Datia,there was no knight 02 
Gentleman that bad any rents, but only the king: wheres 
of the king qaue bnfo eucric man as be did ferue and des 
feruc: whercofit followed, that the kinadome being fo 
opulent, the king obfeined great riches, toclth,and power, 
WUbe Traiane came the {econd time into Datia , king De- 
cebal had great riches both of goln ¢ filuer:not onlp fo2 the 
great rents which be receined theoughout bis kingdome, 
but that aifo be evacted of bis (ubtectes great {tunes of nios 
,, hep, thing Decebal being voubtfull onto iobat dettinies 
,, be and his kingdome {oere committed, determined fo bus 
fe ’ rie all bis treafure ina riuer, which be remoucd out of bis 

., Haturall chaneil,and in the greatelt pepth therof, be made 
_, fepulchzes of fone fo burte bis faive treafure: tobiche bes 
~ ing done, be returned the river inte bis olde chanell, tobich 
” was named Sargetia: and fo fhe end fhatno man Hhoulde 
~ difcouer this fecr ete, be commaunded fo murder all that 
were prefent.at the hiding thereof; M5ut to fmall purpote; 
” fo2 thata fither, which at that time did fith the riner, diftos 
i ’ uered the whole matter bnto Traiane’: infuche manners 
’ thaf there is nothing fo much hidden,that humaine coue- 
» toufpesttoth notdilcorer: Whole freafures being beought 
infe Traianes power, be diutded thereof amonaett his ars 
mies, bufo eueric man according fo the merttes of his fers 
nice: and of his otone hare, the firft that be commaunded 
inas, fo builde a molt fumptuous femple bnfo the Ooo 
Tupiter.; Wherein be left proutded, that: fo2 bim felfeane 
the people of Rome, vearely facrifice fo be offered. Deres 
edificd there alfo the ropall boule, thatis fo fap, tobere the 
kinas of Datia bid bfe fo be refinent : twbhiche fo2 the antt- 
gutie thereef was fomewhat tecaped, and throuay contts 
nuall warres,niot well repayzed; a koogke mort certemelyp 
delecs 
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fable to bebold,and pleafant fo Dwellin. We revatred alfa 
irany decayed bdges and miplies, bpon hich aves He res 
nied their broken calfeys tnall places, be vid bails nee 
houfes, and reedtficd others infinite that ivere burnt. Be 
brake and made platne many iwapes bpon the (harpe mote 
faines,and rapled many nelwe foztes,and renucd the old : 
finally, pou might hardly trauell aleague thaougbout all 
the kinadome, wherein Mhoulde not be found fome notable 
wozkeof Traiane. Pot yet all fatiffien.be built bpon the 
riner of Danubica baidac of ftone, inbich twas focuriousin ” 
the butlding,and fo coftly in the making, that fewe works ” 
Did match if, but none did pale tt, What beidae contained ” 
fwenfie arches inienath, and cuery piller of one {quare ” 
ftone,and the arches were of the height of an hund2ed and ” 
fiftic fete, weought iwithont cpmet, and the diffaunce bez ” 
tivirt the pillers, were a hund2¢d theecfco2re and fino fote: ” 
and the beeadtb of the arches aloft twas foztiefote sand az » 
boue all the reff, the fingularitie of fhe niould and fathion » 
twas fo be confidered,and the richnefle of fhe fone fo be he 2 
garded : bycaufe the fone twas of {uch alofle,thatintuage: » 
ment it deferucd tobe fet in plate. Ft femed ractenlble 29 
fo mans tudgement,. fo2 a batdge fo be made bpon that rie 
ner : bicaufe the ffreame twas beoad, depe, tt courte berp 
(wifte ,and aboue all the reft,on no fide tt might be turned 
ont of bis chanell,fo the end it might be dic af any time fo 
lay the cymet. bat building was fo erfreme, 02 fo fap 
better.fo montfrous, that tf nceded fo make erperitce of at 
bighiudgenents and capacities, and the Romaines there 
tothetve their trengthes, and Lraiane there to {pend bis 
treafure:bicaule tn the worke there required great poftene 
cic, and in the ogder thereof great induitric: itis beric 
finall that the penne can magnifie, tn refpeet of the wons 
der which be feeth that beboloeth the fame: for the betfer 
credife therof, at thefe dapes. the pillers aine amufier bps 
ou the fierce tuaters : declaring fhe p2ypde of his potwer, 
and the riches of the emperour. Traiane tanto wit) that 
edifice gine terrour dnito the lining,and admiration fo bis 
| poteritic, 
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potteritic, to gine maitetaranment, that any thing may 
not be fo tnpotible, eptherfohard, that with mans hana 
may net be cnterpeifed, and with priches cf Rome miadé 
not be finifhed. Lhe canle that moucd Traian fo butld this 
cottly b2idqe,fo monttrous,iwas,as thep fap, fo the end the 
barbarous people on the other fide Danubic, might come 
fo finht w the Romaines, although the river tuere oucréles 
fuett ard alfo that fhe Romaines that remained there, 
 huld not. giue themfelucs to pleature and tolenefie, oben 

they confioered thei felues fo be in theepe of the ents 
“ mie, Dbhe Cmperour Domitian had no {ache mpnde and 

Daliantneffe : tobiche fo2 feare that the barbarous people 
fould come to fight with the Romaine hoa, cOmaunded 
the arches of that botdge to be onerthzotone: it {uch wife, 
that the one made a bzivge fo proucke fhe enimte fe fight, 
andthe other piv rase the fame fo2 feare ofbattell, 


CHAP. XIIII. 
Of the fecondeentring of Rome by the 


Emperour Traiane,and the nota- 
ble thing which he did 
.° gnthefame.: 


P finithing the warrs, in giving oder for the Peouince, 
indiniving the countries, and in pealding perfection brs 
fo alfhis wo2kes and bailaings, Traiane teas tetemed tt 
Datia moze then thre yeates': in tebich as he after oid res 
pot, treat Were the tranelyand perils toherein he vd fe 
bis perfor, and not {nrall were the erponces that he mane 
ofhisawds. Whe victories that Traiane had obteined,bes 
ing Rnowne brite the Barbarians that nis inbabite the 04 
ther five of Danubie, the nightie buildings that be bad 
inate, the qreafrethardes that hehad aiuen, andthe cle, 
niencie that with prifoners be had leo tent their ambatlas 
Dours bute Traiane : who with berte qed twill did fet 
Doli Leith hina perpetual peace € amitic, € wi 
clues 
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fclucs to keape and defend fo2 him the kingpomte of Datia. 
Gucrevible twas the loue that all thofe nations nd beare 
puto Traiane, which was tocll knolone thiien be departea 
ronpthat countrie fo goc onto Rome: imthat by ailcities 
Where be bid paile, and by all waves where be bit fraueil, 
fo great were the feates and cris Offered by all perfons, 
that it femes the groundefotremble. Jin refpect of the 
great largefle and prowele that Traiane had perfourmend 
in thofe Peouitces, tf was no marucil that bis Departing 
Wwasfobewatled: bicaule with bis qreat benefites, be had 
won their bearfs,and with bis creat and fumpiuous butls 
dings be had ermobdled bis people, Giniuerfaily of al friends 
and cninries, never prince as Tvaiane was fo much feared 
in fvarres, either loucdin peace. Lhe caule toberby Trai- 
anc obfeinen fogreatlouc, and to befo well Wked, and in 
fuch efpectal grace With al mien, was, that with his frens 
he never vied negligence and alfa inreadinetie and Traits 
reckoning with bis cnimies:in (uch wife, that (uchas fod 
in bis pifarace by bis two2des, thep-bad fo buderffand thers 
of s but bntofuch as did bende fo ferue him, both tw two2d2 
annocede he ditananifel the fanie,: hep wore. infinite 
that, peaifen Tr aiane;tt that he bad ben pitiful with thenr, 
buf none did cplaine p he bad four biningrate, Enaius 
Prifcusa noble ¢ aunclét Romaine demakden of. p emper 
vour Traiane, by lobat nieaties moze then allother O2in- 
res pal, ofall men be ban obteiied fo fpecialbloue andlys 
hing: Traiasic Ditanftvere;foz that maturally 1 delight to 
pardon fachas deoffende me,and neuer forget: fuch asdo 
ferueme. Gnd truly Traianefaide met truthe: tbat louc 
and hatred haue their beginning oft hankfulmefle and i in- 
gratitude : bycaule thereis no: enimie fo fierce or cruel ais 
he which in;time palt wedield for a friend, being remoued, 
by ynkindnefleiil things as concerning Datia, » betng Dit 
patched, Traiane returned fo Rome. ¥f the (riumpbes of 
tie firft tuartes were great, when king Decebal was c- 
uercome,muche greater tere the triuimphes of the (econ. 
foarres, tober he was laine. | 
: ihe: 
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The feats of the triumphes of Datia, endured an burns 
poedand twentie dapes sin tohich tere Maine an bundzed 
Aions, and of other tuilde beaites an hund2ed thoulande, 
Wwhich is fo buderifande, Deare red and valle, Zyares, 
Wulles, Leopards, Wolues, Beares, Unicosnes, Beares, 
anthers, Cliphants, Camels, Dunces,and many other 
fuch fraunce beaites taken ¢ b2sught from the deferts of 
Africa, and the great India, Slbe feattes of the trtumipbe 
being finithed,peefently Traiane commannded fo be made 
great facrifices nto fhe Oodds, wm remuneration of the 
great perils frd tobich they had delivered him, ann fo2 the 
creat triumphs twbich thep bad ginen bit, Be commauns 
pednetve templesto be made, one brto the Dnknoione 
God to the Romaines,another bnto the Goo Mars, twbiche 
{nas the God of fhe Datians, ie commaunded greate 
{ummes of money to be giuen fo the Potelles of the tems 
ples : bnto the end they Mould offer dailp facrifice Duto the 
Bove, for the health and profperitte of bis kingdomes: and 
alfo to repaire ¢ ennoble their temples, At his cdming fro 
Datia, tobe Traiane paffed the riuer Rubicon, being detats 
ned ant tohole day fo2 twant of paflage,imediately bpon bis 
coming to Rome, be fent money ¢ two2zkemen te make a 
binge ouer that river ; whiche was moze pofitable, als 
though not fc fumptuons as the baitge made ouer Danu- 
bie. Zn the marthhes of Pontaine, Traiane did rapfe and 
make a calfep both long and large of fone, a tworke right 
profitable and neceflarie, although not a little coffly : fo2 
{obere as afore there foas but water and mye, there fuce 
ceeoed houfes and inhabitants. Jn thofe dayes there dyed 
in Rome. a cerfaine Whyfictan named Suras Lycinus ; in 
iwhofe death Traiane did btter qreat fo2rotve, onto tubo 
he commaunded his picture fo be aduaunced in the place, 
and a riche fepulchze fo be erected in the field of Mars: 
SChere was in Rome two {peciall men learnedin tetfers, 
and berfuousin manners +: twbiche were perfect frientes 
of Traiane, and in the common wealth much efeemed: the 
one fvas named Palma, and the other Celfus: duto a 
| g 
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be gaue many and areat offices of honour, and in fhe place 
Did erect bute them pictures of Alabaffer, Traiane mate 
in Rome many anv areat Libaries ; tobherein he oid place 
bakes of al (ciences,and of all languages, where ftrangers 
night reade,and citisenslearne, Gibere fo cucr Traiane » 
entered, were tt within the Cnmpire,ozin a Grannge kings » 
pome, be twas altwayes curious, ti canting fearch fo2 Hue »» 
things: that is folay, bogfes of qmdrace, learned meno?» 
gad inclination, neue armour, faire women,andauncient »» 
bokes. All thele things, 02 which {coeucr of tbent, were ,, 
nepther loft by any negligence : 02 left bubought fo2 anv ,, 
money. Jn the place named Datia, Traiane erected acer: ,, 
taine moft bighe piller, a twozke molt cerfatnely being of 
one ftone right fately,and to bebold,in beeadth and betaht 
of great wonder. Jt is not Lw2itten from whence that pil 
Jer fwas beouabt orto Traiane, nepther fos tobat intent 
he did ratte the fame in that place ; but as fone doc gelie, 
he ment byon the toppe thereof to hane placed bis fepuls 
chre s otbers fayde,to no other ende, but to perpetuate bis 
suemozie, 


CHAP. XV. 


Containing what Traiane did in Sicyl, 
) in Africa , and in 


Spaine, 


"PRaiane being foakte with delight in the builninges 
of Rome, Rufus Galba Peetour of Africa did adUCT? 
tife, that all Africa nas efcandalised, by meanes of crucil 
Wwarres,betwene the Numidians and the Mauritans. 
Sete newes being bearde in the Sonate, they fay that 
Traianefayoe. She warre grieucth me, but the secationt 
fo patie into Africa noth muche picate nie ; fo2 (bat many 
: ED, payes 
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dapes pat ¥ haue oefired fo fe the famous felocs of 
Carthage, tubere Scipio tn fo thozte (pace ebteined fo2 him 

felfe immo2fall renoune,and Hanibal loft that in ene day, 
lobiche be bad gottenin Grfene peares in Italie. Trai- 
ane Departed from Rome by the wape of Sicyl : tubere 
be fayed al the Winter, and fo auopde tolenefie be fearfes 
ty leffe any place tn the whole Jfanve perfonallp bnuifi- 
trd, note that tucre themaltue ti Sicyl, might renienber 
fo haue feene any Romaine p22tnee within the fame : fod 
iwhtehe caule Traiane founve many thinaes to be repays 
red inthe walles, and murhe moze fo be amended in their 
cuffomes anomauners, Traiane being infourmed, that 
niany raunae fhippes dinturkein the batien of Mecana 
fo {pople, and many pyeates barkes did haunt and retype 
bute the famte,to erecute thetr robberies, in his otone pere 
fon twent fo the bielwe thereof, and at bisotune coffe come 
maundcdthr@ bulfvarkes to be made, af the month of 
fhe banen: tobiche epther fo2 twant of diligence of the one 
part, c2 fo muche malice onthe other Gore, the cafe twas: 
thus : that before if conloe be finthev, the pyrates had a» 
uerthzotwne if, Amongeit the Panormitains, twhiche be: 
they of Palermo, and the inbabttaunts of Mecina, of lve 
fime bad continued.great contention : betteirt twhome: 
Traianc not without great trausll , vefermtined ¢ fintthed: 
all quareiles and debates : and beought to paffe,that front 
thence fo2th they continuedin great friendthinpe, Lo 
the end fo perpetuate that peace, anvd.to rete bp all patti 
ons and onkindneffe ofthat Jlandve by the rwtes: to the 
principal both of the one and the other, Traiane gaue pens 
{iors cut of bis olune houfe, and daily aio caufe them to 
eateat His olune table. an Palermo, Mecina, and Tata- 

nia, Traiane commatnded fenerall temples fo be made : 
and the Govs-to tbo thofe temples (houly be dedicated, 

the inbabttaunts tomake chotee. Traiane rennedin Sicyl 
thc kinde and race of gwd ho2aes, reedified the Decayed. 
ioalics,inelfcd all counterfet nioner,erected newe caftics, 
builacd Gately temples , {et peace and eltablithen quiets: 
nefls 
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riefle amongeft the mutined cities, € gaue nianyoteat re* 
wardes : although ito liberties wnto the people. Traiane 
being Bematided why he gaue no liberties bute fhe Sicy- 
lians, as be gaue buto other kingoonics : anfiwered, bys 
caufe feruitudedoth conferue them, and libertic deftroy 
them. 

Che Winter beina palt, and the Spring come, Trai- 
ane pafled into Africa, and didlandein the haucn, twoere 
olde Carthage in time pat was fituate ; ¢ not finding one 
fione bpon an other, fogiue tettimonic ef the foundation 
thereof: they fay $ be fay. It ariencth me that Carthage 
fonreatly refifica Rome: but if moze fozethinketh me, 
that Rome fhonlde not be fatifficd, but with the totall des 
firuction thercof.4n the place where olde Carthage fwde, 
Traiane did builde a caftle moze faire then firong, and oe 
rected therein two counterfets, the one of Hanibal the 
Carthaginian, and the other of Scipio fhe A fricanibut poee 
fentlp bpon bis departing from that counitric, the pprates 
lapbdeit faton the earth . Zneontinent after Traiane 
Had arriuedinto Africa, there gretwe a general peftilence 
thoughout thefame, for whiche caule be coulde neptber 
qoe to fe that be defired,epther perfourme that wbiche be 
Defermined. and as the pettilence arewe focruel, Traiane 
was conttrained fo retp2e bnto p poet of Bona, which was 
fomtobat moze found:anid fron thence be lent fo2 the p2it 
cipals of the Numidians, and alfo of fhe Mauritans: {wba 
{ucontittently in peefence of Traiane, twere made friends, 
andleft anid committed into his onely handes all their ats 
faites. Grrongeft all fhe Wzinees of this tuozlde, Traiane 
obteines thisercellencie ; That neuer man cameinto his 
prefence, that denied him that, whiche he craued, eyther 
difobeyed him wherein hecommaunded : bycaufe in his 
commaundements hee was verie wife, and in requefting 
yerichumble. Traiane thouabt te bane fayed in Africa, 
nize then tivo yeares, and yet remained there but foure 
monethes: and as he fayde afferwardes, thatif the petits 
ictice had ginen no inipentinent, be Would of him felfbaue 
| Di, teft 
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leffeas great inemoztallim Afiica, as be pitty Datiay 
Traiane tole faple at the porte of Bona’, and:came bp 
the ffretahfes fo Cadix, tobiche is nowe calle Calize; 
acitie of Spaine: tuberein be had bene ben, and front 
whence being a berie poung man be bad departed, 
Traiane gane many 132iutleaes onto the Gauditains, ag 
bufo bis nafurallfrientes: amonaett whiche , tivo rere 
molt nofable : namely, that they fhoulve be citisetis of 
Rome, and paye no cuftome o2 tribute, for anpinerchatt 
dise tubiche they tranfpozted. Traiane did builde th Ca- 
lize amott funptuous temple onto Gov Genius : biche 
the Romaines beldefo2 the Gon of bythe. Be made alfa 
a calicy cf fone along the Myoare +: butit was notall finiz 
{hed, wben by the furie of the water it ras aildeffroyed, 
He intended torepay2e the pillers of Hercules , Wwhiche 
by their qreat antiquitie were then confumed sand bee 
ing perfuaded by cerfaine perfons to erect others in bis 
otone name, fo the ende thatin time focome, thep might 
be cailed the pillers of Traiane, and not of Hercules >be 
anftwered ; that tobiche J ought fo doe ts, that as Hercu- 
lescame from Grecia tnto Spaine, fo obtaine honour + 
fo ought ¥ from Spaine fo goe info Grecia fo tpinne. 
fame, 

Traiane commaunded the b2idge of Alcantara tr 
Spaine fo be made, a twozke that latteth to this our ane? 
Anberein concurreth atelinetfe, tabtiltie, CUNNING, and. 
profite, De made another beidge bpon the river Teio, 
neare onto Y{tobriga, and is the batoge that note is b102- 
Ren,at the bankes of Halconeta. Traiane COMaLHdeD. 
fhe toay named Publius to be continued, being the tape 
that note ts called in Spaine,the Calley, that roeth front 
Ciuil bute Salamanca : and ig named the Pubhan ape, 
lubiche is tofay, the waye of Publius < fo2 that the firfte 
that beganne the fame, was Publius Fabatus , one of the 
Confnls that foucht with Viriato, sUbat twbich Traiane 
made of that calfey, little moze 02 leffe, as from the Ca. 
far of Cafares,onftl within a league of vente of Capara, 

i iwbich: 
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Whiche be lodaiita o2 bayting places : and fo fo be Dnders 
finde, not bicatle the bifoztes do clearely report thereof, 
bit by the pillers which bpon that wap be erected: which 
fay in their grauen letters; that they fuere placed there tn 
the dayes of Traiane. And he that will be cuttous to goe 
and fe, (as F many fines Haue gone fo fe and reade, and 
alto fo meafure :) thal finde within the fapde boundes, the 
name of no other 122iItice but of Traiane ¢ and befo2e the 
Cafur tobich is a tovne,nepther after the bents of Capar- 
ra, which be lodgings, bpon no piller (yall they finde Trai- 
ane turitten. She caufe wherefore the Conful Publius 
Fabatus did raile that calfey, twas to make a dtutfion bes 
fivirt the Vetical zonince ; wobich is Andaluzia, and the 
w2ouince of Lufitania, whichis Portugal: dinidiig frou 
Ciuil to Salamanca, all on the left hand of the calfey in olde 
fime being Lufitania, and all on the right bande Andalu- 
zia. WBettwirt the Pzoconful of Betica,and the Pzoconful 
of Lufitania,there did arife great contention, bppon the die 
uifion of their boundes ; foberebpon this large and ump 
tuous calfey twas crected and perfourmed. Typon the ris 
ner of Gadiana, Traianecommaunded a long bainge to be 
made, on the ntiddelk tobereof he builf a ntarkket place fo2 
the merchants of both people,to frade andeoncutre, Lhis .. 
b2idae appertaineth to the citieof Merida , tohichat this 
Day appeareth berie large, and hadin the middeft thereof 
adiuifion, tretching bppe into the riuer, the burle ofa 
fione, Wwhiche on both fides came backe onto the beidae, 
continued, directed, and (uffained by Wwalles,in the coms 
patle toberof twas the place o2 market, Taben the Greeks 
pid firf giue foundation bnto Merida, they made therein 
tivo ftreates, and the river Gadiana bettwirt them both, 
and tohere Merida notwe andeth, twas the fronger, and 
that onthe other foe theriuer fas moze delectable ¢ tr 
fuche wife , that they beloe the one fo tety2e tonto tn 
time of warre: and the ofber to delight in time of 
peace, Gs the Conful Publius Fabatus made tiutiton of 
Portugalans Andaluzia, the ftreate on the other ftde the 
Dj, rinery 
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riuer fell fo the P2ouince of Lufitania, and; the fireater 
iohich ig nowe Merida; fell to the Pouinee of Betica, anv. 
frd thenceforth there was alivayes betiwirt the great cone 
tention ; in {uch wife,that they ouerthzetv the baidge that 
ftode inthe midott of the cifie,and the copne that in times 
pat had ben currant, they mabe ofno value bet iwirt then. 
his qod Emperour Tr ‘alan, meaning fo cut off thefefa 
slo cnimities , made in } mint of the citie, bpon Gadiana 
the bzidge that nolwe is + and to remoue ail quarels fo2 
tralkingin eache others ftreates, be mate a market place 
in the miott of the battge, tobere they fhould conaregate, 
falk,and traffike of their merchandise. Zhe prof peritie of 
Merida continued, dutil the time that the Gothes entered 
Spaine: tubiche holding twarre with the Silingues, being 
in thole dapes WLo2des of Andaluzia : fortifving ther {els 
ucsin Merida, by the Gothes were there ouercome, anv 
thofe qenerous,fumpfuous, and aunctent buildings; tho 
>» {ven flat bponthe earth. Jno citie of all Europe, pip, 
>» toyntlp concurre foure buildings , fuche as Meridabelde : 
>» that is tofay, a ttately college, cerfatne conduifes andars 
,, ches fo2 conuepauntce of tyaters, afemple of Diana, anda, 
~, bainge that contained a great and large ‘market place: 
_, whieh continuedin baulping many peares,Ane pecitueps in 
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c HAP. XVI. 
Howe Traiane did pafle out of Spaine, 
into Afia, and the manner ‘that 
he vfed in the warres, 


A Kiet that Tratane had bifited in Spaine the Pouince 
of Betica, of Lufitania, and the }20nince of Carpenta- 
nia,be came thzough the proutnce of Tarragona: in tobich 
perein the tobole land, there was great fearfitie of bead; 
wherby Traiane toas confirained to fhogten bis isurney, 
and to batten bis imbarkage : in fuch manner, that the pes 
Tilence d2aue him out of Africa, and buger out atSpsne 
raiane 
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‘T raiane departed Spaine, with determination tof fo ay, 
pntill bis arriuall in Afia, and there tofake the way onto 
fareater Armenia:ivould neuer take land in any pozte of 
Ltalie, but pafling like pylarintes, made no fay, but onelp 
to renuetheir bictuals. All thofe whiche trauelled with 
‘Traiane, were aftonied to fe bint patle the pogtes of bis 
hingdomes,as if tt bad bene the laude of enimies, Traiane 
Had a capteine named Valerius Gracchus:bnto thom fhe 
" Cmperonr dio beare (pectall affection,and did eltame him 
asa kinfmasn: bnto this man they fay, that Traiane fayd, 
ingieat (ecrecie. If] had found warresin Sicyl, Africa, 
or Spaine,as I found in Datia, whereby I might haucob- 
teined fome victorie, [ woulde not haue paffed without 
Janding in Italie:but fince it is thus cometo pafle,] {weare 
by thesmmiortall:Gods, ‘to fetno footea land iin Italic,vn- 
til I deferue to enter triumphing into Rome: igh ¢ verte 
high tere thele wozdes, worthy and right two2tbyp tebe 
M2iffenin the hearts of Pzinces : fo bebolde this P2Inec 
that banithed bins felfe from the delightes of bis otvn pro 
yer kingdemes, fofeke fame in fraungelandes, With 
great determination Traiane didenterpzife § vovage ints 
Armenia, twherin be enfered, making cruell war : taking 
occation of pking of Armenians, which refufen to confetle 
fo have receiued bis kingdome from the Romaines, but of 
the king of Parthians. .Traianenot fatiffied fo make war 
pron the Armenians, bufalfo entered fhe landes and ters 
ritozies of the Parthians :: bicaufe in the mo p2incipall 
ponince of T rapa, he deteined his armie ntoze then fhe 


monethes . Parthurus king of Parthians, a man of greaf - 


peares, bebolding the twarres offered him by the enimic, 
Defermined to peelent peace bnte Traiane: tebe being Der 
manpded of bis Parthians why he difcouered fo great feare 
inithin bis olune kingdome 2 be made anfivere. Ifthe wars 
were butarmie againft armie, the Parthians woulde not 
fcare the Romaines:but we fight withthe Emperor Trai- 
ane; vnto whomethe Gods haue ginen fo great fortune, 
chat it farre exceedeth our great power: EDs 
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MAithount confuming of many dayes,o2 imploying of mas 
ny armies, the Parthians made peace with Traiane, and 
the Armenians did peald them felues as ouercome. strom 
Parthimifires king of Armenians , the kingdome: was 
remoued, and both crotwne and kinadome Traiane gaue 
with bis olwne handes buto bis fonne: and thisbe did, bys 
caule king Parthimifires had fayd ; that of the Parthians, 
and not of fhe Romaines, be {was crotoned king sin fuche 
toile, that the qad Traianein remouing the kingoome fri 
the father,did erecute iuffice:and in giuing tf fo the fonne, 
ganea thetve of bis clemencte, Traiane toas not fatiffien, 
that the Parthians fhoulde bane peace, and become tribus. 
fartes bnto the Romaines, but that king Parthurus by the 
handes of Traiane, mutt be crowned; and fo ifcamete 
paffe, that kneeling bpon bis knevs, he recetued bis crotone, 
biffed bis hande, and confented to pay tribute. Traiane 
Did marche theough all thofe Wonttees and kingdomes, 
and dnfo the kinges that did peald obedience, benignly he 
bid infreafe them, and tn their kingdomes did confirme 
fhent; and bnfo fuche as did bfe reliffaunce, onto others 
be qgaue theit kingdomes, and fent them p2ifoners pnta 

Rome... Traiane heldefo2 caftome, that in all principall 
cities of kingdomes 02 Pouinces : that he hadtaken bp 
force of armes, be did conumaunde fo erect a mot frong 
taille, Wwherebute hts arnies tid repapze + anda right 
{umptuons temple; toberein to tuozthippe the Gadoes 6f 
Rome. As Traiane bid pale and trauell, vifiteand ‘cons 
quere all the thee partes of the wold, that is fo fay, Afia, 
Africa, and Europa : itvall tohich countries be did travel! 
fo leaue of bim felfe tmmoztall fametthe teftimonie wher, 
of maketh tt credible, that all the Romaine pzinces iopntip 
Haue not erected fo many buildings, as Traiane onelp dia 
perfozme, Traiane did leade bis armics verte well furnts 
{hed, ordered, cogrected,and alfo in aveat fubtection : ¢ this 
p2oceded,that al twaics tn bis oton perfon be did accdpany 
the fame,-and beloe them both paideand rewarded: fo2 
as be div dfe fo fap, The hoaft that:of his owne ae 


rince 
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Printeis not vifited and: paide, 15 fildome or never infub- 
ition, Chen Traiane was inthe twarres,in bis fading 
and apparel, be did rather fame a companton, then an eme 
perour of Roime: fo2 that filoome be went bnarmed, and 
many Were the Daves wherein be did cate Tanding, Bae 
-itig a bovie fometwhat d2ie and of great finowes, be was 
mofte patient in tedions trauaile of warres:that is fo fay, 
infufferina bunger,coloe, thirde, twette, frowe,beate, € 
‘perils, tobiche be refufed not as a cotvarde, but fought the 
‘ont ag one.of a baliant mind: for} in all basardes ¢ perils, 
he neuer {aide onto bis captaines,.go: but, letivs go% ido: 
but, let vedo: fight; but, let vs fight. He gaue in charge 
onto bis arniies; not toattempt to burne boufes ; fet fire 
dn core, onerthzotve milles, 02 cuédotone oechardes : afs 
firming, that thefe thingesare to be obteined, but not des 
ffroped, Whe Traine would fake any citie, be din not im 
“ploye bis force in any thing moze; then todepztuc the ent: 
mics of their waters.{n the campes of bis entmies, be did 
caufe to be fowen falle newes: that ts to wife: thatifbe 
had bictuals, to faye) that be wanted: that if he bad mos 
ney; fo faye, ittnas (pent. that if be bad muche people, 
that they were gone: ‘thatif be: would Mhoztly give an als 
fault, fo faye, that be would departe:.and by this meanes 
be brought bis enimics into nealiqence , tobtle in meane 
time be did fo2tifie bis armics. Traiane was of greate lis 
beralitie bnto fuchias vifcouered the enimies fecrefes: and 
iopntly therewith,of no leffe peonidence, fo2 the entering 
of {pies within bis campes . Then be helde tvarre with 
any citie 02 countrye, be did not -permitt bis fouldters fo 
{poile Che bozders thereof: for be helde opinion, that fmal 
profit minht rife to {poile the poze villages and create 
burte and offence tnto the armies, by want of victuals. 
‘Unto acaptatne that toke a plongbiman,¢ kiloe his fue 
Drenat the plouahe, Traiane commaunded fo be bant- 
-fhed with great iqnominie, and to gine the ploughman bis 
Hoole, big armour, and all bis wages that was due. Jfoz 
nofaul¢ Traiane commaunded any man to be laine tn tbe 
etting D,0, Wwarres 
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‘warres, but onelp him that dept being of the tuafche, og 
the captaine that ranne atvaye out of the battel, 62 did ras 
uitbe any woman, Traiane was fo pitifall, that bfually 
He DID pardon all negligences, efpectalip in the Wwarres, evs 
»» cept tino faultcs which be dia neuer remitt,thatis tofap, 
o> fuchas blafphemed the Gods, and ranifhen women, Tra- 
»» jane {was verie diligent and careful in bifiting bis cainps, 
and to keepe areckoning of all bis armies: and this be bid 
‘fo theendethat no bagabonds thontd wander amongeft 
them: mnfuch wife, that no man went to the luarres 5 that 
52 BUD not beare armour, and ao'to the batfell, Draen held 
>in bis armies maifters of all evercifes to teache the pouny 
> men thearte of kniahthwd; that is tofaype , bowe to plape 
* at theftum2de, fotbote in fhe crofiebotwe, fo runne an 
» hoafle, tofkale a wall; to minea caftell; fowzattle with 
the enimies toftwinime over ariner: finally, the greatelt 
» of Traianes erercile pas 5 toangment and nobilitate Ms 
» armiiec and specs 


iC HAPY XW Alpsiid | 
Gor the honourable titlesthat the Ri maities fent 

‘ynto Traianeé, and of theearths © 94 

uake of Antioche. 7 

HE Romaines pin much déefire; that toben Traiane dip 
faile from Spainetnto Afia; that be hould bane landed 
cat Italie‘ but when they ondertiwte of the great bictozies 
And profperities tobich behadreceiued im Afia.great was 
the iope and {po2tes which tucre tone at Rome, Aantimes 
patt, forme peinces cucrcame the Parthians , and others 
of them Were ouerconte: but netier prince,as Traiane, 1D 
make them by feare pealo bp their kingdome sand that of 
bis ottic Iwill, kueling bpporrbhis knees ;fosuld by a Ro- 
‘Maine Woetrce be crowned. Whe Parthians Werea people 
fo bntameable to be fubducd, that thep faive of the felues: 
the Gods coulo ablolutely confound thent ; but impoftible 
fo2 nien focuercome them. Many Daves they were debas 
fing inthe Scnate ie defermination,of the nranner of 
thankes 
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thankes twhich they thonls waite bits Traiane,and tybat 
enfignes of honour:they. auld, tende bnto. bin {nee by 
bis bertuethey Wwere-all-honoyred , and by, bis, valiant 
actes,feared theoughout-the wwozlde. Gil the Senate came . 
to confent toone aduice, the which uvdede “was berp ges 

nerous and noble: that iste bnderEande s that all maner 

of copne (houlo be meltes {withinthe Empire, andmade a | 
certeine newe monepin the nante, of Traiane:: Iwherett 
Traiane wag ingrauen, andinthe compatle thereof, thete , 
letters were tozitten:: Imp. Vip. Tr-Opti, Da. Parth,P, . 
P.Tr.P, Con. 2. Sem. Aug, Wabich ts to Lape: this is the 
Gmperour V|pius Traianus,, which was veric good, and _ 
right fortunate: he ouercamethe Parthians, triumphed | 
ouer the Datians, father-of the countriec., tribune of the - 
people, two times Conful, hismemorie fhalbeimmortal, _ 
Great was the iop § Traianc recetued, when be fatwe that 
money Which the Senate had.made: and twhen He.reaa the 


Waiting therinconteined: butefall the fifies {obiche they - 


gaue bin, be glozicn in nonefo wuch.as.to intitle bint tm. 
perator optimus that is to faye: bell Entperour: Foo be © 
affirmed,y all other titles he had obfeined byarmes, but 

this other with bertues. for defenceofcolae, Ep2outtion - 
of victuals, Traiancretivedin Winter bnto the cific. and » 
prouinee of Antioche: where inbiles be remained, fache-¢ ” 
fo fierce atvearthquake happened, as neuet in fhe toozlbe >” 
paft twas euer beard op fene. Whe chaunce twas thus,that » 


AT ge © a 
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» afflitten ; tio doubt bufthe'Sea twas cruelly toomenten? 
» Yo2 the inaters- began tofwell; the wiidves to alter; iihes 
» tobe troubled, tie ape tobe darkened? andthat which 
>» femed moite terrible, the waters did (0 pell,roate, beape, 
» §hd rage, astf they had beene tile; fierce, emokte cruel 
» Heattes:prefentip bppon the fouden there followed, fuche, 
» arid foftraunge a beate, that if conftranied al mento gtue 
» atte Unto theit beeattes, Mnbuckle theit gpdle, to throwe 
» Off theit cloathes;to mountinto galleries, their bodies'to 
>> fineate: and that which was waite ofall, that if they 
» fvent forth into theayse , the violence thereof did oners | 
» thiotve then: ifints the fea; fhe rane therof div D2otwne 
» them. As the windes did ‘hfe their furie fo Traunge 02 
>» Neuer fene, and the earth fo parched and dzped bythe 
» Dovahe of the Summer, they ratfed fo Harpe a dutlt,that 
» the ayre famed fo be farfed 02 compotind with outt. Bhe 
»» matter was maruettons monttruous, and terribleto bes 
»» holde: the aye fo thicke with but , the Seas fo pell and 
» Toate, the twindes in fo futtons combat, that one might 
,. not fee another, that they turfk not open their mouthes, 
»» Neither dzatwe boeath at their noftrils: for fo greate was 
», the out that they dtd fivallotwe and recetue itito their bo- 
»» dies, that foudeinly they fell votune Dead bpport the earth. 
>, All thefe calamities, and marnetlous wonders , Were no 
», bonbt verie fearefull-but bniverfally not fo Daungerous: 
,, £02 although many did perif}e, many alfo tere faued, 
., hen prefentlp began the earth toqnake fo Lrangely and 
,, bnnfually, that oloe boufes did fall, iwalles bid open, folns 
,, es bid cleaue,the montmientsdibrent, and ores div ens 
,, counter eche'ather. Sn fonte places; the houfes were Ute 
_, tetly ouerthzotone, in other partes balfe thootune dolun, 
.. inofber places walles opened, inother fome places trees 
is a bp by therotes,pomefficall beattes Maine : finally, 
” there was no trate mthe wbole citte, whereittheearth 
” quake had tot ticd bis bloléhiee. 3f tach: Dettrnetion was 
-erecuten amonaett tras ann ffores ¢ hotwe great twas the 
” calamtitic that pattes amongett men? the cate oe right 
| antens 
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aimentable fo a men crye, Women feriche, chilozen .. 
ba c, bealtes holole and baave, one crsfing and encoun: 
tert inganother , foie dead; foine with baken heades, 
forse with broken leages, fome lamed in their armes,and 


{s ome frikertcleane {hough the bovic. At fuche time as . 
thetett yinges ND chaunce, aveat numbers of peovie were . 
comefrontall the partes of the Wwolte buts Antioche, , 


forme tole Vraiane, fome toatke tultice ; fome that went 
to the watres, fome bought pifoners., and others that 
incre Fraungers: andinfo great amulfitude , there twas 
noman that efcaped either deadly tounded o2 burte, ex 
ceptone woman andoneflaue , Uppon that night of the 
earth quake, Traiane tuas lodged ina place of pleafure 
without the cifie, fobo leaping ont at alwindstwe , not 
fwith fuch (peeve, but that be twas hurte on bis right arme 
tof able fo faye of the caufe, tubether if proceded, of firms 


ber, tile,o2 fone. Traiane ivas (0 terrified with the earth: , 


quake, thatall the time in twhich be faive.at Antioche, 


be tweuld not remaite trany boule, but in the ficloes in , 


a fent, toberein be did eate and fleepe . Many dayes after 
fhele thiniges vid paffe, cerfeine perfons walking to bebolo 
the falne boutes, heard the botce of a woman: and digging 


bery oepe, thep founda woman and ber chilte,, that Bite 
der the bollotoneffe of a balvt tweve.cleaped:a thingadmis . 
rable, holu the mother without meate fal long fime,migdt , 
have mitieto nourithe ber childe. gn reedifping of other , 
boules, (hep founda dead woman, anda line childe Cuce , 
king. the beef, et the fim ofthe earthquake t in Antioch, . 
the mountaine Caucafus aid fo open and tremble , that all ‘ 
the cttics adiopning, doubted fo be ouerwhelmed ‘with the , 


fal therofizunnina riuers of intmo2tall memozic beeame 


bape, a poings nener {ene o2 beard of, vid flom gremaine... 


and olde founfauies for eurrmoze. azicd Lip: duanp hiles 
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niade blaine, andinany ballies made eucn, sfinally, there, . 


iucs noheute in Antioche, 52 fuithitn the compatfe of the 


ferviteztes therof, that {was not fatally deftroyen, 02 chan: e 


Hed after a maner into fonre other oder 02 fathion. 
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CHAP, XVIII. 


@ Howe Traiane fubdued Affyria, and what 
he didin Babylon, 


Woe {ohen Summer twas come, Traiane prepared fo 
peparte the confines of Antioche fowarbdes the tours 
ney of Aflyria, fo conquer that countrie , tfthat by peace 
they did not peald the famresand being arrined at the great 
river Euphrates,be found the thips burnt , all the btdges 
bicken, and all the Barbarians tn armes , with aminde fo 
dye, 02 fo nefend their countries. Whe Barbarians onders 
{landing of Traians app2eche, made an dffer fpotle of all 
their weeds, fo remouc all meanes of renuing thetr nauie, 
o2 fe reedifie binges, Traiane bad intelligence that farre 
from thence, certeite hippes bppon the bill Nifibin were 
aintaking, whiche peefently be fentfoz, and beonght in 
cartes, anvinbery thorte (pace, a flote bppon Euphrates 
riggedandarmed, She riuer Euphrates being patted, 
Traiane founde another riucr nanted Pefsin , toyning bis 
fo the bill Cardius, tobich alfo was of great frength , and 
almott impaffable, but Traiane beake bp bis thippes, and 
orice moze by land o7d catrie the fame duto that riuer: 
Wherin be fouaht with the Barbarians that defended their 
batikes. Andas they after reported, veterly defermined 

rather to oye, then to fubmitt themfelues to fubtectton. 
‘But that they conceiued, Traiane fo be 10 moptall nian, 
Which would fiche againk them, but fome of the unmiozs 
tall Bons that came fo dettrope them: moucd thereunto, 
inbebolding Traians readte carriage fo2 thippes by lande, 
as they bad by Sea, What countrie was named the peor 
nince of Adiabena: iwhich being all ouerrunne ¢bgougbt 
onder fubiection : be pafled onto Arbela,and onto Angua- 
ouemela tive moft opulent prouinces, tt tobole 8 
the 
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the olde inorlaes paff, the areate king Darius, teas oucrs 
ceie of Alexander Magnus, Traiane fpent all that Suns 
rier it conquering thele pooninees: Webiche although thep 
differ in nantes, pet Differ not in (eignozte , becaufe they be 
alfwayes arnered bntoe the hinadome Affyria, twhiche the 
Barbarians chaning the S, info T . do cail the fame At- 
tyria, Andnoive when Hummer began todecline , Tra- 
sane Determined fo twinter at Babylon: in all iybtch rap 
He neither found eniinies that did refift him, either friends 
fo accompany him : becaufe thofe defertes be fo folitarte 
and dove, that haroly bauite beaftes be fonnd tn thefame, . 
‘before Traiane didenter Babylon, be tvould firtt perfor » 
nally fee thelake of Bytamim: the water wwhereof bath » 
this poopertic, that bzicke,tile,fande, lime, o2 chalke,that » 
is fempercd therewith, maketh acyment therectfoharde » 
ane ffrona, that peldeth not onte frone o2 pon, Tatith this »> 
Water the tiles and baickes were made, and all ofher mar » 
fcr tempered, that did erect all p twalles of Babylon, Alfo » 
Traiane went fo fe the cane ubere 9 Water camefoaking » 
forth, wwbereout prorededa french fo peltitenttal, that » 
Kiloe all catfel that came neare thereunto, andallbtrdes » 
that div fipe over thefame. Den hat paile that waye » 
dare not tenter the vielve fherec?, wuche lee fo appoch » 
the finell, ercept the Cunuches that be gelden, teobich feare >» 
not to bebolbe, neither areindaunaered by the faucur. 
Traiane might net be fatiffied with the dick and contents 
plation of Babylon, muche delighting fo bietue the mit 
nite antiquities therein contetned., and bad thereofgreat 
compaffion: andalfo faide if many times , Powe many and 
hole renotomed W2inces had confumed there thet treaz 
fure, andimploped the cbiefett parte of thetr life, to pers 
petuate their fame, todich toere nove forgotten, and their 
ftatelp burloings bfterly ruinaten andfalne dotwne. 
Traianc attempted a cerfeine warke tuithin that lande 

- {obich did not onely erceliall that be bad done tn Rome;. 
Italie, Sicy] , Datia, and Spaine, buf alfo all that Ninusy, 
Belus, Semyramis, and Alexander had. made in Babylon, 
Traiane: 
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Traiane {nas of fo bigh thoughfes, and fo finaular in big 
concetics, which be attempted, and in bis buploinas tobich 
be erected, be was not (atiffied that others thould thinke 
Hint equall with Bainces pat: but tudge and confelle bing 
to be fingular amongett the reff. She cafe was thus:he-oe 
pened the mother of the river Tygris,andof the river Eu 
phrates:g made from the one fo the other,a great ¢ a deepe 
chaneli, fo buite them both twnto one freaine : a thing for 
fhe prelent caffe fo be twzitten, but at thattime,berie tere 
rible fo bebolde.: becaule the chanell that Traianecanfea 
fo be made from the one river fo fhe other, was fo high, 
large, and lo depe, that berie qreate fhippes might turne; 
-faile, andriveat anchoz. Gppon that chanell Traiane 
bid butloe a motte Tately anda right loftie betoae, a trong 
caftell, aricheandfumptuous palace,,and certeine gare 
deities and orchardes mo pleafané, andon either fine the 
riuer, be built fatre houles to. dwell in , and floze boufes 
fo2 mverchaunts: and fo place there bis perpefuall memoe 
vig, dId name the fanute Traianicall Babylon. his buyle 
bing endured not long, andthe caufe thereof proceeded, 
that the river Euphrates bad bis channell ioe bigh ther 
the riner Tygris, whereby Tygris tid increafe, and Eu. 
phrates dtminith : and the Baby lonians ponbfed the one 
fo2 tuant of water fo be lof: and the other with the furic 
of the water tobe deffroped. 3Zfrom Babylon, Traiane 
departed fo the citie Tefphont being the beadof that pros 
ulnce: which although fome dayes tt ode in defence of i€ 
{elfe, nthe ende tt came fo be pealded; and there itis fain, 
that Traiane found fo greatefummes of money, that be 
baa futicient fo pay bis armics , fo raife bp netoe buyle 
dings, and alle fo farnifge bis tr eafuric, Oreate were the 
newes that daily cante to the Senate, of the maruetions 
bictoztes which Traianc obfeited thoughout the woaloe, 
and howe beyond all inces pall, be had augmented the 

Cimpire of Rome. 
SLhe tnhabitants of Tefiphont inere ignozant fo factte 
fice unto the Gods, 02 fo obferue fealtes and holy a lab 
grees 
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whereupon Traiane commaunded fo erect a temple bnfo 
the qreate @od Iupiter, and gaue theminfruction, what 
feaftes they thoultde cbleruc, and botwe they hould facri¢ 
fice bnfo their Gods. ° | 


CHAP,XIX., 


@ Howe Traiane,after great trauaile to pafle 
into the Indiaes, was conftrei- 
ned to retire, 


LI thefe countries being oucrcome and feft in o2der, 
Traiane defermined to faile by the read Sea, which is 
bery great, andranneth from the Decean of the Indiaes, 
buto Arabia, and ts other twife named the Sea Eritrean, in 
inemozie of king Eritreus which in old time reiqned there. 
Whe river Tygrisin the bdilcourle of his currant maketh 
an Zande , conteinining fry. miles in beedth,andiy. in 
length: wherein reigned Athabilus a Pzince both proude 
and Wwarlike:whome without armes Traiane bzought one 
berbis Cmpire. Whe apze of thofe Seas being different 
innature from other Seas, and being then in the greatett 
Heateof Summer, Traiane in that nanigation patted 
such trauatle and perill: and being perfuaved by certeine 
to fozfake the Sea,and take the land, aunfiwered: the vis 
cious go from hence to Rome to feeke delight, andthe ver- 
fuous come from Rome hither to {eke trauailes: bycaufle 
bur predecefionrs tn erchaunge of great trauatles , receis 
nedgreatand glorious triumphes: wherefore % will nes 
uer ceafe fighting fo2 feare, either nautgation fo2 peril! 02 
daunger. Af the mouth of thofe Seas, there tas a people 
named Sipafsinos, fo calledof certeine fieloes whiche thep 
Helde: tohether from manye partes thep bought their 
Hears to fede: thefe Sipafsinos were fubtects to kittg A- 
thabilus : tubo bnderftanding of bis fubmiftion bnto the 
Romaines, iopntly with areat ged will came fo2th to ree 
celue Traiane, Paling along thote Sera all the cis - 
haf TE ye fle | 
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fies alorin ) Dea coatts oncither fide being fubdued, Tra- 
saneentres the Ocean Gea , and therewith bnoerflane 
nina the wacke ¢ decaye of bis hippes, the varkeneffe of 
Papre, ¢ bis prlots fo want experience bpon thole coaits, 
be atriuedtoland to renetwe bis ante, Traiane was ins 
formed, » thole Deas were of (uch condition, that they ens 
ured not hippes made of ftrannae timber, but cf wad of 
the Indies, fo2 otberwwife they did confume, 02 at tines 
potwne them. Whe fogrotwe of Traianes harte, might not 
be expretted, fo that, fo pate info the areat Indies, be had 
no preparation,becaufe of p infufftcitcte of hts cton {hips, 
and tant of timber of the Indies. And inben Fraianefaw 
bis bopane to be fruftrate ¢ without remendie, they fape,P 
he aioe with a areat figh:Of all Princes paft, onely vnto 
Alexander I giue the preeminence, for that he pafled in- 
to the Indies: but if fortune had not hindered mee: him, 
as others, I woulde haue excelled: for I hada wil not on- 
ly to conquer all the Indies, but thereinto haueerefteda 
newe Rome, Ali the time that Traiane fayed there,be 
gaue him felfe particularly to bnderftand of the fate of al 
thinges in the greate Indiaes; that is fofaye, what Oods: 
they wo2thipped, what temples they beloe, tobat kinaes 
they obeped, what dyet thep bfed, what garnientes they 
Did ineare, howe they did fight,in what cittes they did ine 
habite, wherein they were erercifen: andbowe muche the 
areater things they otd repozt: fo niche the mo2e,the fo24 
rowe of bis heart aid auginent. From thence Traiane fet: 
certeine meflengers onto Rome, hith great riches fo2 the 
treafurie : Aifo amemtoziallofall the paouinces ; kings 
pomes, Zlandes,nations,and people that be had fubducd 
and take, anobought onder the Empire of Rome. Oreat 
isp was received in Rome bpon the manifetlation of thele 
newes no leffe wonderfull onto the Romaines, fo read lo 
any, and fo variable people fo be oucrcome by Traianet 
Heraule if was affirmed antongell themin the Senate 
of Rome, that none badfene them, either as muche as fo 
-, bane beard of thems. Weelently they erectedin Rome onto 
» Lraiane anarche triumphant , toberin Was grauen the 
names 
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hames of the kingvontes that Traiane bad fubbued, ano ” 
 pzincipall provinces that be had taken: fo2 tf they ul ” 
haue placed themall , conformable tuto bis mentoztall, ” 
they ould want marble to be w2eught, and tworkemen ” 
togranc the fame. Tlyen Traiane might not paffcinto ” 


the great Indies, he came bnto the boule of Alexander the 
greate, tobere (as tt wasfatde ) be died: and there dia 
buploe all that by antiquitte twas decayed € falie Dotwne: 
ge alfo did adde other netue bupldings thereunto, .¢ offered 
riche facrifices bnto the Gods, tn menioie € reucrence of 
Alexander, Traiane fapttig on fhe Deean Sea tolwardes 
the Indians, ¢the Tcfiponts, fuppofing that be Hoult nes 
niet refurne tifo that peouttice, determined fo rebel, and 
thertwith fewe all the Romaines,that remained in carrts 
fon, € bought all thetr countricin armes, Agatnit thele € 
other people that rebelled, Praianefenf Maximinus and 
Lucius 10 ani armie of qreate potver, tho fought nro tus 
forfunatlyp: foo that p one fled, the other died, He that efs 
caped twas Lucius,iwho fo refourme all faulfes paff, tole 
the citie of Nifibin ¢ Edefla, which be deftroped € burnt w 
’ fire, toberof Traiane twas not a little offended: becaufe tt 
the warres, be weuld nof any {potle fo be made by fire. 
Eritius Clarus,¢ Alexander Seuerus, tizo Romaine Je 
fours,made their entric by Seleucia, whiche they totally 
dio facke ¢ deltroy: being aduerfifed p Traiane twas drow 
ned at Sea, they rebelled ¢ fizwe p Romaine magiffrates. 
Traiane doubting the rebellion of tbe Parthians, enfred 
their countric,hauing tnfeiligence of the Death of Parthu- 
rus their-king,¢ the alteration of their kingoom. Traiane 
commaunded all fhe principals of Parthia to appeate bes 
fore hin, wha attebled inthe ficlasef Tefipont , tebere 
Traiane being aduaurced dt3 aducriife fhe of bis betermuz 
nation, which tf they vin anmitt¢ confent onto, fhep nugbe 
fafelp hola hin fo2 a pitifallfatbers and othertutle thes 
Shoulo Gunde hina moi cructl eninie. 

She Parthians iopnfly aunfipered , that their deire 
fuas much moze to bola bin as.a father , then an entinies 
angain peld them felucs boty to belecuc,and to obey him: 
C.tt, mae 
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- making their bumble (uife, togine them no king, except 
be were anatiue of their kingdome : fo2 that a fraunger 
Mhould want both lone and obedience. JB2efently Traiane 
toke a crowne in bis bandes and let tf bppon the heade of 
Perfnapate, declaring bim to be their king and logde,of 
ivbich pzouifion they belde them felues marueiloufly tel 
pleated, fo2 that be twas not onely of their kingdome, and 
Well knoiwen bnto them , but alfo bothe berfuous and 
twarlike. : 


CHAP. XX. 


@ Howe Traiane comming from Afia to triumph 
in Rome, was ftaide by death 
in Sicyl. 


isc land of Parthians being ftayed ¢ pacified, Traiane 

was in difpofition fo go fo Rome: parfly toreff , and fo 
ceale from trancile, and chiefely fotriumph oner fo mas 
ny nafions and kingdomes: but being aduerfifed of the res 
bellion of the Agarens , and that the Romaine p2etours 
Were fledd: p2efently Traiane departed tnto the lande of 
Agarens , lobich isin Arabia, hauing a citie as p2incipall 
of their p2outnce, bery little, but marneilons trong: the 
deftinie whereof vas fuch, that being fieged by infinite 
Wetnces, was ncuer fakeno2 onercome . Ffo2 defence of 
that citie.the nature and fifuation of the countrie d1d not 
alitle belpe : for that the affailanfs bad neither wado2 
timber fo aduaunce their engins, cifher wafer 02 fo2ace, 
fo2 reliefe cf them felucs 02 cattel: ¢ the fame onto frauns 
mers not bfen thereunto, did rather feme to burne, then 
fontue light. Traiane commaunbded an affault fo be giuen 
bito the citie: the mo baltant capfaines being mounted 
bpon the wall, at an inftant fome were Maine , and fome 
onerthzeiven , Traiane difguifed, and in difpofition ta 
bielwe the citic, teas of the entmies both knowen, wouns 
ded, and his Squire flaine, . 
. : ahs 
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Whe Acarensbeeihg bemannded, Wat that inffant they 
had notice of the Cripercars perfonsthey aunfiuered, that 
bis qrauitic, anvthe mateRtic of bis prefence did tifcouer 
bis citate. Traiane being at that feae, there arofe ferrtbie 
lightening and thunder, which tn that countrie as neaer 
fene: and befives , there dDefcended bopon the Romaine 
campe filesfo many ¢ impoztune, that beth their meate 
and dzinke,and their owne perfons , inere continnally cos 
tered with the fame: Traiane ronfidcring tie citic to be 
imp2canable , die refite bisarmte. Whey fave , fl 
faine,at bis retraite: Since the Agarens , with minear- 
mies, either my wordes,be neither fubdued or perfiadeds 
the deftinies haue referned this trnmmph for fome other 
Princeinthe world to come. 3nfhe pasuince of Cyrene, 
Traianefad a ateate atrnie both of Greekes ag of Ro-’ 
mainest and the prefo2 of thofe armies tnas a cerfetie Ro- ’ 
maine hamed Andreas,againtt iwhon 
ana fictne both captat 
Romaines. She lewes teere not onelp contented fo have ” 
flaine the Romaines, but alfe bought the peat Godics bry ” 
fofhe hambles; and there pit quarter, cntin peeces, and 7 
foloe by twciaht: ¢ with no leffe appetite oto cate that hus ” 
matte flefyc, ten ifit bad bene bennes and feflants. Gus ” 
Ding crucitic bopen crueltiec, they beought fo2thcerfetne ” 
Romaines whiche thep hadin paifon, and did toage one ” 
With another, a beneere,o2 a point, to fhrike off the bean of ” 
a Romaineat ablowe. Another thing, not ntoze bile then ” 
Hoerible; the lewes rommifted bpyon thofe miferable Ro- ” 
maines, that ts, thep feyed them quicke, andtanned their ” 
fkinnes fo2 leather: and further, with areafelt otferace, ” 
DID cut off their mot Hantefal partes, and plaide and toll ” 
EHemas a ballin the market place. As the lewes leftno ” 
ilett they nocruelfte o2 kindefaeath ” 
fhat they din not erperiment; and inthis matter,toe baue ” 
noleffe to matueile, at p bearfs of the one to: 
of the patience of the other to fuffer. What which was aon ” 
by p Lewes of Cyrene, teas erecutes by p Lewes of Aegypt, 
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and of the Zlands of Cypres, ho fletwe all the Romaines: 
{within their common wealthes: which flaughter was no 
leffe, then sooo00 Greekes and Romaines. Miben thele 
fo2rowfull newes caine tuto Tratane,be was bery ficke: 
but nofwithianding pooutded tohat twas conuentent fo2 
fo defperatea cafe: and poefently (ent Lucius info Cyrene, 
Marcus into Cypres,and Scuerus info Aegypt: tubo cont 
titted fo areat (yotles among the people, and erecuted fo 
cruciliuiice bppen thetnbabitants , that ifthe dead ban 
bene luing, they twonid baue peloed them felues fo {ufs 
ficiently reucnged. Elius Adrianus twas captatne onto 
Traiane fo2 the guarde of Syria, and bearing tobat bad 
pafedin this matter, foudeinty be defcended info lurie, 
and ota execute therein agreate flaughter : and they of 
Cypres , receiuing Wwarntug bp this great treafon, oto 
p2deine that no lewe fhoulde bare fo inbabite,o2 pale ina 
fo tat kinadonie: and that tf fempell houide baing them 
by chaunce info that dlande, to baue no redemption there 
of, but by the lofe of their heades, 
Traiane naturally was alivayes of create health : bu 
* in the tranetle of fo many proutnces, following of fo many 
“ fuarres, fapling bpon fo many Scag, andenduring fo mas 
“ np noundes, the qriefe 02 otfeale of the piles dia not alite 
“ tle bere him. Wut the cafe twas thus: that from the daype 
“ that Traiane might not paffe info the Indies, they neuer 
* fawe bealth.in bis perfon, 02 toy in bis face. Dhasuah the 
“ caufe 02 difeafe of the piles,at chaungeoft weather, Tra- 
“ jane hada flure of bloube, tobich fo2 bis. health was berp 
“ mofitable. Cither by the colte which be had pafled,o2 anz 
“ gers tobich in bim felfe be fuffered, 02 create age, wheres 
“ with be twas laden: there increafed trfo the qd Wince, 
“ 4 Dalia o2 nnmunelle of bis arme, andhis purcation by 
“ fure of blond was fionped. Joyning onto the citte of Se- 
“ leuca, there toere cerfeine famous bathes , tuberennto 
“ fcke people ofall parfes Did concurre , tobetber Traiane 
“ pid caufe hint felfe fo be remcoucd, to make pamie fo2 recoz 
‘uerie ofbishoalth, And as erpertence did after declare, 
fhofe 
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thote bathes vin not peotite, but hinder : fo2 beltin iweake, »» 
confumed,and fpent, although be bad fozce tobathe, he » 
pad no ftrengthtoltweate. Powe when Traiane fawe » 
him felfe without hope of life be w20tea letter tute the » 
Senate of Rome, commending the fate of bis boule trv »» 
to Lucius, and the affaires of the Wwarres tuto Elius A- 5s 
drianus, ie dyed in the cttie of Scleuca tubich is in the » 
prouitice of Sicy! , tobich from therice fo2th tvas named » 
Traginopolis, tn the age of 63, eres, and inthe reigne of »» 
bis Empire 21. petes, 6. monethes, and 15, dapes, » 
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@ Of the linage from whence Adrian defcended, 
and of the place and countrie where 


he was bred and nou- 
rifhed. 


ma PC areate Cmperour Traiane being 
Y Dead, Adrian fuccesded tntbe Empire: 
{who was feruaunt, friend, and couliit 
of the faite Traiane. She beainning and 
ailinage of Adrian bp the fathers fide, 
aN ivas of Italie,bone ina citie named Ha- 

dra; and of the mothers fitea Spaniard, 

wore at Cades, tebiche nolwc is named Calize, a citie of 


Andoloizia, ae 
| ©. iiii. bis 
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ibis fathers name twas Llius Adrianus maried onto atuos 
man of Spaine named Domitia Paulina, a twoman {ufficts 
ent wile and fatre,bo2ne in the citie of Calize , thee was 
nece dnto the Canperour Traiane ¢ bis fitters daughter, 
twhome he dtd much loue, fo2 that of a childe thee was been 
in bis boufe. Adrian had a fitter named Paulina, who was 
married tuto a Conful named Seuerinus: and the grannds 
father of Adrianus was named Marillinus, of the linage 
of the Prifcans;tobtch linage did not alittle flozithe in the 
fine of fhe Scipions, Adrian was boznein Rome the 9, 
bape of feb2uarte,tn the confulfhip of Velpafianus fepti- 
mus, avd Titus quintus;tn the pere of the foundatioi of 
« Rome 488, Adrian badan bigh bobdte of perfecte propo2s 
«« tion, except bis necke, tobich tas fomewhat touping, bis 
« Nofe fometobat batuked, bis face {eart, bis eyes moze 
« grep then blacke, bis bearde blacke and thicke, his handes 
_e moze of finetnes Chen of flethe, bis bead qreat and round, 
« and a boade forehead, aqreat fiane(as be bad) of greate 
« Memozie, Chen bis father oped be twas but of ten peres, 
iwho left him fo2 Cuto28, Vipius Traianus, and Celius Ta- 
tianus, the one beeing his buckle,and the other bis friend: 
effectually requeftinge fa fraine and inftruct that chile 
in Wwifedome and balianfnefle ; fo2 that be bad no lefle as 
bilifte fo2 the one then foo the other. --- 

At the age of fenne peres, Adrian fiudied Grammar, 
aiid affer bis fathers death, bis tutours fet him fo learne 
the Greeke tongue, tubereinbe was fo learned and expert, 
that fo2 ercellencte therein, in Rome they namen bim the 
Grecke childe: fo2 that he twas-as readie tit the Greeke 
fongue, asothers in the Romaine fpeache. At the age of 
vol. yeares , bebad adefireto patfe into Spainc, tole bis 
pide countric, he arrined. at Calize, tobere bis mother 
luas bozne , and front, iwhence Traiane tas natin)’, and 
theteleautiig bis letters, dia crereile bint felfe in armies: 
becanle in tosledapesihe Spaniardes had there a famous 
fiubie of fcience , andthe Romaines beloe there afcbole 
fo2 the warres, is | 

i Adrian 
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Adrian botbe in leaping and running toas berte light: 
wherein it ts fapd of hin, that be ranve for many twagers, 
aiid not a felve tintes by running and icaping, DID winne, : fe 
tcfupply bis neceffifie, Be greatly delighted to ride [wife EE 
runing ho2rfes,and did much pcfuitie,totudae and make . 
chopee of them: and after tn. bis clve age, be would taunt 
aiid fay of him felfe, that be never roade in coche, mule, 02 i 
other beatt,but an boste. Ju the thnte of Adrian bts youth, ie: 
be was an enlinie fowleneffe, and alfo of thein that were 
giuen therebnfo: and many times fapoe, that he remem-~ 
bred not fince theage of tenne yeares, whether hee ftoode 
ftillor walked by the way,that hehad noteytherabooke _ 
to véade' in,or fome weapo to fight with. Adrian was naz » 
furally tharpe of tif, and of ateat life, moft apparant, tt » 
that be was not fatilfied, fo knowe what fome men dia » 
knowe: but travelled to baue (Bill in all fhinas that men » 
pnder ode : With Whilofopbers be twoulde difpute, with » - 
matters at weapons be tvoulde fight, twifb arttficers be » 
twould wwo2ke.and With painters he wouls paint. Adrian »» 
pid pratfe bin felfe,and according fo Ww2ittngs of olde time, »» 
be had areat realon fo fo do : bycaufe there was no Art,lcie » 
elice,orcupattion,o2 tnuentton in tbe woeloe,that be knew »» 
nof,o2 at the leat oid nof tranell fo knoe, Caben Adri- » 
an was pouttg, he tas but of (inal pattence, fog that be ine 
Dured not any fo ercell Hint, nepiher pet to compare twith 
hint: ana rare twas that quareil, tubtch be oid not make 02 
niainteiie, GAben Tatian, Adrians tute2, aidreprebend 
his fo2 his Wiwattence, and bycaufe be was not mplde, as 
fhe young man his coufen Emilius.be made anfivere: My 
coufen Emiliusisnot patient, but for that he isa coward, 

and {by quarelling,am become valiaunt, epeher being 

a coilde, 02 grote fo nio2e peares ; Adrian bfed notte 
beake forty intofoule Wo2des,althouch thev favde,o2 od 
hint ateat iniuriess butindede, although bis teung were 
fuive, bis bandes were bery ready. Adrian was. of a 
feud bobic, ercept that fometimes be complained of bis 

lett cat ¢, ann that one of bis. cpes af Cites 01D water: but 
Go, ohete 
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tivo cuilg din not binder bis hearing, much lefie bis fiabf, 
CHAP. II. 
OF fome euill inclinations that poflefled. 
and had power in Adrian. 
TT mperour Adrian pid muche delight ttt bunting, 
{which he viv not ereretfe tn the plaines, but in mouns 
faines,fo2 be twke no care to fle with baukes, but to fight 
With flerce beaffes, fo make a (hele of bis balianntneffe. 
So atuen anvdfo venfcrous was Adrian ti big chace, that 
With areat reafon ¥ twill nof fay dtd reproue, but nofe, the 
fine that be confuincd : and that not onely fo2 much tine 
be {pent therett,but fo2 that many times be was in great 
pauncer. Jf bapned fomtimes, that in fotlotutna the chace 
of wilae beafts, Adrian did lofe bimfelfin thofe rough and 
cranaie mofitaines:toberof there folotwed not a felv times, 
that he would bane caten if he bad had beade,and iwoulde 
haue danke,if be bad bad water, diben be went fo bunt, 
be carried his crotbotwe to hate,bts quiuer of quarels,and 
his wallet of victuals: and allvapes pid place bint, inthe 
vace, where the bea thould pate : and bad (o little feare , 
and fo defirous of chace, that ifit were a beare,be did eres 
cute fome adventure : andifit toere a Lion,be did abide 
hint. Atisnofread, that he due any Lion, but one : bué 
beares and other crueli beattes,that be flue with bis olvne 
Hands, were infinite, adrian followed moft fiercelp a cet’ 
taine beatt with fo great defire, and did fo trauel fo attain 
thefame, that be fellonerarocke, put bis (youlder out of 
iopnt, baake one of bis legs, and cat much bloudout of bis 
imonth, snthe P2ouince of Mifia, Adrian built acifie, 
{which be did name The chace of Adrian, bicaule there he bs 
fed fo pitch bis Bautlion, and from thence at mo2ings be 
went farthtobunt, and at night nin returne fo bed, pe 
hadan hore berp ready fo? hunttua, tobich tronla ape 
and make ready as a man, tober’ be pnoerfiede the chace 
conmmitta: and theretottball ranne as {ure dotwne the bill, 
as bp the bill. his hope was named Boryftenes twbich 
being beads, Adrian BID not only caute to be buried with 
; much 
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nieve honour, but allo commiaunded fo2 the fame a Derp 

viche fepulchze of Marble to be nrade and erected. Adrian » 
pio mucye cee and delighé, to papnt figures and cout »» 
terfets bery naturallp,and fo graue in Warble With great » 
{kiland denice: fometinies in ware fo make netwe inuens » 
tions: and was tu thele Arfs fo curious, that be made the » 
@avvoetle Venus it Alavatter,and with a pencil! dtd pane »» 
the wars of Carthage :andof ware did fourme the tobele »» 
Mand Creta, dnd albeit,that inthefe things be were reas » 
Die and erpert,toyntly theretuith he was very ambitious: » 
bycaufe be bad as areat enuic,and aliorancour at an artiz >» 
ficer , tohich twas fayde to papnt oz Wworke ine2e cutiouliy. »» 
then bim felfe,as if the matntenance of bis living bad cons »- 
fiffedtherein. here were tn Rome fwo excellent men, »» 
the one named Dionyfius, the other Milefius , menright 7 
famous in the liberall Arts ; fo2 that many ta Rome aid »» 
frequent their Mudies, but muche more did peayle ther » 
Wwozkes ¢ Adrian D190 fake thereoffoareaf euuic, thatal- ., 
though be found no caufe fo kill thom,be wanted nat seca »» 
fion to bani them, A certaine fhilfull carpenter in deatw- 
ing plots fo2 buildings, beta in fome queftion twith the... 


Cinperour Traiane, of {ge fourme and manner of placing,» > 
of a ffaire, Adrian being prefent,fapo bisiudgement font >: 


{what befives p putpofe: Wherbnte p carpenter Satta > 
antioored.: Maifter Adrian, if your cunning did not ferue 5 
you better to paint gourdes and coocumers, then to place. 
ftaires, you fhuld obteine: as {mal crediteamdg{t painters, 5, 
ds you haue among{tartificers, Although fea Ge coula oifs 
fenrble thofe iwo2bs, he might nof tn anp tole fornet them: 
forafter p death.of Traiane,be attaining the empire, thofe 
iniurious wo2ds were nomo2e cofily bute Che fo2rolwfull 
Polydorus, but foferue adrian fo fufficient revenge, fo 
fake alway bistife: Adrian being fo great a Grecian, and 
alfa a Latintl, commpounoed certatne workes tn Wersicalt. 
mictre, as alfom poate, edd muche delight to baue then. 
praifen,¢ could not tadure but ) fouie mufiread then, Fix 
thofe daics (ye Orek tong fou wishing | ist Rome, baough ty? 
Wworkes: 
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of Homer in great effimation : twhereof Adrian dit fake 
foareat enuic, that be gaue freight commaundement, 
that none foulde reade Homer, eptbher openly 02 tecretip, 
but the wozkes of Anthimachus, tho twas a Philolopher 
mo obfenre, Adrian had condition curtoufly fo inquire, 
of conven and fimall matters : tobercof be was both nos 
fed and murmured; bicaufe, Princes being giuento make 
fearch of trifling caufes, proue variable in prouiding for 
matters of importance. Gife Adrian twas of fickle aifpofts 
fior: fo2 that at the feuden, be woulbe determine, fo pers 
fournie fone enterprife, ane after growe colde, and micons 
tincnf oinit the fame: of this,as of the ref, with great reas 
fou, He was noted and accufed + bycanfe graue Princes 
ought to hauea repofed deliberation, and a diligent exe= 
cution, Adrian tas in tivo things mot ertreme : that is 
tofay,be ofed no meafure 02 wetabt im his loue,o2 bafred : 
fo2 brite thot be did louc,be gaue all bis bearfiand tabere 
He dd abborre, be did imploy all bis frength, Aomiktiig 
fhat this manner of loue,o2 hatred,ts tolerable tiothers, 
pet mot truely of berfueus Peinces not permitted 3 bye 
caufe if they be Dnbidled in loue,in others which they loue 
not, they caufe enuie : andif they be abfolute mbhatren, 
they fake onto them felues arcat infamte ¢ Ioberefoze it 
4s conucnient in loue,to be difcrete,and in hatred, proui- 
dentand aduifed, Ie tas liketwife mott ertreme, thatit 
be peaifen any thing, be dtd aduaunce it fo the cloubdes ; 
and ifit fell not into bis fauour, be difpeaifedit to the bes 
pelt bottentes in fuch manner, that all fapo of Adrian, that 
in peaifing, be was beric qracioug, and it nippes, fauntes, 
and xp2des, not alittle malicious. Adrian bad great dee 
light tn Fatre Women, fwho was fo abfolute ard alfe fo tils 
clnte in that dice, that he vid not onelp ttioy virgins, pers 
fade married women, but alfo inthe boufes of bis berte 
frienves,be bad bis fecrete loues. Df the one part, conlites 
ring bis tninftice, aid of the other parte, the great infitce 
that he vin erecute ; the biffozisgraphers would net place 
him antongelt the pitifall Pymncess neteber condemme at 

with 
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that were ty2annous: bycaufe moft truly if be dtd chattice 
fome by inftice,alfo be due others by enute, 


CHAP. III. 
Of the friends and enimies which Adrian had. 


ADrian beine of the age of ninetene peres, Praiane cons 
ceiuing the abilitie and tolvaronetfe of the yong mar, 

aS tellin letters asinarmes, fent to Spaine fo2 binito 
come fo Rome, with tobome be vid fo bebaue bimfelfe, 
that for entertainment, be did recetue bim into bis cham 
ber,andin bis loue,did place bim as a childe. Lhe naturall 
bountie, and great abilitie of Adrian being in apparance, 
Traiane from thence fo2th did fo regard and fire bis eyes, 
as well fo honour bim, all the dapes of bis life: as alfo to 
leaue him Cmperour,after bis death. Adrian being in fo 
great fanour with the Cmperour Traiane,there folotwed 
thereof inpocette of time, no fmall difpleafares to bis 
perfor, and perils bnto bis life : fo2 bis enimics by enuie, 
with foe Emperour procured his dilgrace, and with their 
malice,vin maligne him with the people, It is an aunci- 
ent peltilencein thecourtes of Princes, that the Prince 
being pleafed to beare affeCtion,or to honour any perfon, 
forthwith they ioyne to murmur, & procure to perfecute 
the fame.ds Seuerianus being bufvand onto a filter of A- 
drian, did murmur of him bnifo Traiane,faping pit was a 
wonder bnito all mein Rome, fo fee Adrian fo priuate,¢ 
fo far in fauonr,¢ that thev prefumed p after bis Dapes,be 
fhould leaue him the Gmpire : buto whome Traiane made 
anfweres Tihs bath to fucecede me in the Curpite ? only 
the Dods be acquainted therewith : but aomitting, that it 
Were my twill, andthe Goddes permitting, that Adrian 
fhoulde fucceede me in the Empire 3 J-can fay vnto the, 
that to qouerne the fame be will prone nofole, nepthera 
colvarde fodefende it, Whe anlwere that Traiane pees 
as 
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Wat berp qod,and pet not tithoué afecret faunt,fog that 
the Conful Seuerianus, bad nepther pratfed him fo2 valis 
aunt,cptoer beld bim fo2 wife, Dhig Seuerianus was als 
Wwairs agreat cnintte of Adrian, did not ceafe travelling 
fo difarace him with theCmperour: wherby Adrian haps 
ned af times, fo be both in fauour,and diffauour : in fuche 
manuge, that Adrian Burned bet wirt two fiers, Wobiche ts 
fo vif, care fo refit bis enimies , and folicttude in confers 
ning bis frends. Lhe fir kk office that Adrian badin Rome, 
Traiane being Conful, and Domitian being emperour,be 
Was nade a Decem viriato: that is to fay,be toas appoine 
fed for one of the fen men, that were veputed,to defernatt 
contentions amonalt the people, Adrian gaue fogmd ace 
rount of bis office , and recouered in Rome fo gwd fame, 
that be (eemen fufficient bnto alanen,alone and in bis on 
perfoi, fo gouerne a common iwealth : and foit came fo 
pafle,that in the peare folotving,be was dDeputed Zr ibune 
of the fecond leaion : that is to fay, that be bad charge fo 
_ gouerne and cozrect the feconde capteinthip, of the armies 
» that were inthe wars: bycaufe tt was aculfomein Rome, 
» fhat euerie capteinthip Hoult bane a capteine fo fiaht:and 
> & Wribune to rule and gouerne, Whe peare of the tribune 
office being patt,be twas (ent bnto the infertour Mita, gos 
nerning that Poutnce With fo great prudence, and was of 
fuche readinefe and (kill amonaekt thole Barbariansy that 
fome delighted fo obey bim , ¢ the others durfi not reat 
him. Adrian twas in no finall perplegitie,fo2 the doubt be 
hab to be remiucn from T ratanes fanour,twbich be futpece 
fed, fo fee him felfe in Mifia, ¢ bis eninite Seucrianus with 
TraianeittRome : that bppow any repoet that miaht be 
ntade cf him there, pntalice of bis enimic had place fo age 
grauate, and be fo2 bins felfe being farre ditané, not able 
foantwmere.  Lraane bapin big chamber cite tobome be 
much fancured, named Gallus, a mot feeciall friend bnto 
Adrian and Adrian beg aducr titer, that Gallus bis 
mot faifbfull friende Was Beade, made fe2 bint areat cbhfe- 
quics,and Wweptfo2 bimimanyfearcs, Gherefucceeded ut 
: anour 
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fandur vite this Gallus another named Surus, aman fufs 
ficiently wife and prudent : andalfo this, as Gallus, was 
mot (yecial friend nfo Adrian: and fhe very cafe tubers 
phe obteined the fauoured fo be bis friends, twas: fo2 that 
in bis giftes he was bery liberall : and todoe fo2 bisfriend, 
no leffe determined. Alfo'Adrian gaue bin (elf to content, » 
fertie,and pleafe Plotina, Traianes wife, and vfed therein > 
foareat (hill, and came fo farre info favour with Plotina; » 
that cut of that fonarrowe friendhip, be gathered moze » 
profit,then the did honour. T raiane havin bis boule a neece »» 
nanted Sabina, wwhiche was tomarric, andrequefecd fo2 

Wwife,of niany noble Romaines: but Plotina aud Surus trae 

uellen and perfuaded Traiane to martie ber onto Adrian : 

_ affirming that with this marriage, be was ercn fed of five 
marriages, that iste fay: to fecke a wife fo? Adrian, and 
an bufband fo2 Sabina. When as Adrian hav pefented 
many ciffes, and offered. many ferulces onto Plotina: 
partely for the great loue that fe dia beare pint, and foz 
that the bad married bin bute Sabina, fhe made bin ane 
fivere: Adrian, according to the gad tetil tobici J beare 
the, itis final tobich ¥ haue done fo2 thee,in refpect of that 
{ohich Jmeane fo doe : for. that J may doeltttle with my 
31020 Traiane, but as he bath chofen the to be bisnepbety, . 
He thall allo avopt thee tobe his fonne,. After Adrian bad 
obteined Plotina fo2 his gad Labic, Sabina fo? bis wife, 
and Surus fo2 bis frien? be little eamed the enimitte of 
Seuerianus bis enimie : bycaule in Traianes Houle, all id 
honour binvas one in fanour,e didferue bintas a mattier, 


CHAP ww EIIT. 
Ofthe loue that the Emperout Traiane- 
had-vato Adrian. | 


B® the marriage that Adrian bad with Sabina, wéece 
~ bata the Emperour Traiane, there follotved bin, not a 
litle, but berp much profite ; fo2, belines that be was ui 
| it 
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infauour {with the Cmperour, and beric well liked of the 
Cimpreffe Plotina, the aqreatett parte of the atfatres of the 
Cmpire, was otfpatcht by bis handes. Adrian pecluming 
of areat cloquence,peefented bppoma day before the Sea 
nate, acertaine paftozall enterlude , whereat the Senas 
fours and D2atours didareatly laugh : not onelyp of that 
lwhiche be fapoe, buf alfo of the bale ftple twherein he at0 
» (peate thefane, be qane binfelfe to the Latine toung; 
s andfothe Art ofan D2atour, wherin be arety fo prcfound; 
» P they gaue to bimas great glozp for bis {peache,as vnto 
>, Cicero fo2 bis to2ifing. nthe firfl warres that Trarane 
bad with tye Datians, Adrian was mabe QNuefto2, that ts 
fo fay, be bad charae to poonide, victuals and furniture fo2 
the campe: twhiche was an office amonceff the armics, of 
great honour, and of much confisence : fo2 be bad both the 
treafure in bis cuffodie,and the payment of the campe. 
Gaben Traiane twas epther ficke, 02 not at leafure, on 
bis bebalfe Adrian twent fo the Senate: but the Senators 
witbough they did admit bimto fpeake, they dtd not pers 
»» mit him to erceede 02 to take the chiefe place : fo2 it vas a 
» lave aniongell them much bled, that being aflembledin 
» the Senate, none ould prefume toclap bis bandes, to 
>» caufe filence, 02 cOmaiid the doe tobe thutf, neytbher enter 
» being clad with along gotone, 02 fo place bi felfe inthe 
» Dighelt feate,but onely the Cmperour, Weing notorious 
buito all men, that Adrian tuas prinate with the Cmpes 
rour Traiane, andin great favour with Plotina his tuife, 
and theretwithall, that be wwasa man both p2udent and 
politique: and although in the Senate not permitted fo 
the chiefelt place, pet all things Were directed by bis coun 
fell, infuche wife, that at bome all things were done as be 
thought god,and abzoade as be Did commaund. Then it 
was knotone tn Rome, that the king of Datia eftfones had 
rebelled, Adrian pefently perfuaded Traiane,it bis otone 
perfon fo go fo that tar , and tolcaue the enterp2ite fo no 
ofber man: whercitt Adrian did fellofve and ferue Trai- 
ane, moze then any ofber capfeine sand certainly did ‘oie 
, 9 
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fo balianunt and notable déeedes, that with Traiane be obs 
teined fauour,and aduaunced bis perfon toarcat ettimas 
fion, Adrian being thus notified in tye tuatres of Datia, 
Traiane thonghttt mete fo conunenve onto bim fhe fee 
conde legion, tobich twas onder the protection of the Gon, 
defile Minerua: andin fuch manner did gouerne the fame, 
and gaue bis fouldiers fogreat courage, that be twas the 
man, that diomoft ariene the enimic, and leat viz feare 
perilies. Elbe thing mofte eiteemed of the Cmperour ., 
Traiane, was a Diamond which Nerua Sad given hint :,, 
this Diationd Traiane gaue Adrian, in the time of the ,, 


twarres of Datia, which toas fo kept and efteemed of Adri- , 


> 


an, that bntill the dap of bis death, if was neuer feene off —", 
frombis finger. be twarres of Datia being finithed, . 
Traiane returned to Rome , leaning Adrian as 4220 
— four of that Peoutnce, Suflurus and Seuerianus being cone 
fuls, Be bad not long gouerned Datia,tobhen Adrian rez 
ceiued from the Senate netve p2ouifion topafie into Pa- 
nonia? {ubere be twas not only gqouernour in caufes of ins 
fice, but alfo had charge of all martiall affaires : bycaufe 
certaine barbarous Danubians had entered thofe 20nins 
tes , lacking and {poyling qreate countries, Adrian’ bee 
ing arrined into Panonia, did tn fhozt time erpell the ente 
mics, bifites the countries, refourmed the armies, chaz 
fticed Che Romaine officers ; and fonnde by infourmation, 
that they tocre great friendes of idlenefle, and no enis 
mics of robberie. Ihe fame being come toRome, of the 
conunendable gouernement of Adrian in Panonia: inthe 
peare following , in the kkalents of ganuaric,the Senate 
bid elect bint Confal : and truely, as they tere many, 
thatntd alowwe this election, fo they were not fev that aia 
refit its but infine, the procurers had moze force in their 


diligence, thet the malice of them tobich refitten. 
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CHAPE&Y¥: 
Of the care and folicitude of Adrian, 
to obteine the Empire. 

[ f) all Lkingdomes and p2o0utnces , there Adrian frag 

epther W2etour o2 Queftour , peefentlp he made dis 
ligent inquifition, if there were any Magictanso2 Satis 
fayersandifbefounde any be did perfuade thent, with 
{iweefe fo2des, and riche retwardes, to be certified, if after 
the death of Traiane, theCmpire thould come bnto bis 
hanes : fo2 that be tas not onely defirous fo obteine the 
fame, but carefull fo knot thetiuc thereof. WBetng relis 
dentin the Wzouince of Mefia, be was aduerfifed by a 
MPathematike, that he Hould be Cmperour: anddemauns 
ning hotwe and by tubat meanes, he bnoerflode thereof, 
anfwered : by a cerfaine friend twbich teas not onely leare 
ned inthe naturallcourfes, but alfo div bnderfkande the 
fecretes of fhe timmozfall. Gots. Alfbough Adrian twas 
refident in fraunge }2outnces,be twas not flacke fo ferue 
the Gmpeeffe Plotina, and fo pleafe the chamberleine Su- 
rus:in-fuch wife, that if bis cnimics did thinke bim farre 
off, they found bis leruice,alivayesiready andat bande. 
owe When Traiane twas fricken in age, and become 
fickiy, Adrian continued no leffe diligent,to folttite Ploti- 
naandSurus,to perfuade the Cmpecrour,.to adopt him for 
bis fone + but on the ofber fide. the Conful Scuerianus, 
Palma aud Celfus, and otber bis entinies, did with fande : 
fwhofe diligence and malice:did little profite, bycaufe they 
pid but difcouer their infenf, and coulde not obfeine their 
befire. pther bp the onelp tuill of Fraiane,o2 by the ime 
postunitieof Plotina, no2 by the {uite of Surus, epther by 
the merite of bis otone perfon,the Cmperour Traiane dee 
ternined tochofe Elius Adrian to be bts fonne,. after bis 
bapes tolucccede himin the Cmpire : for the Emperour 
had many kinasomes fo gue, but no fonne fo whome he 
minh teauc the fame. ) | 

‘efore Traianchad clected Adrian, be tuas long defers 

mined, fo make no alignment of any perfon,tefucceed bim 
tt 
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in the Empire, but fo haue bled the oder of Alexander 
the great : foo being Demaunded, tobonte be woulde al 
ficne tofucccede bimin bis Wonarchie , anfwwered, Vnto 
the moft worthy. Traianemabdea memoziall, of all the 
nroft berfusus, twife , and of mofk toorthinelle Within the 
Cimpire: and topntly therewith, caufed to be twzitten of 
thent, fenerall Deations, in Oreke and Latine : and be 
him felfe did adde {ith bis otune bande, tobat be thought 
agreeable to their conditions andabilities. Go the ende 
that after bis dapes, the Senate might opett andreade the 
fame, and from thence fo make election : not of bim that 
pid moft procure, but that did befE deferuc. At one fine a 
cerfaine Conful, named Neratius Prifcus, twas greatly in 


his fauour, bnto whom be had thought tobaue left) Cm | 


pire,in fo much,p one day Traiane fatd tnto him:Neratius 
Prifcus, from bencefm2th J comend p Empire buto the, if 
any fozrowfull 02 (ouden deftinie hall happen buto me. 
All (uch as did Withande the adoption of Adrian, did faz 
uour the election of Neratius Prifcus : but Jfogtune that 
fhould bane framed the effect, beouqht Neratius into Trai- 
anes great bafred, not a little fo the p2ofite of Adrian: bys 
caule front thence forth, although their remained enimics 
fo binder bis intenf,voneas an oppofite,ouri oemannde 
thefame, When Traiane patted from Spainc into Afia,to 
the wars of fhe Parthians, Plotina and Surus, made areat 
fuite that Adrian ntight be fente, as WB2etour into Sys 
ria: twhoe being in Antioche , twas aduertifed by amet 
finger front Traiane, which in times paft bad bene bis tus 
fo2, bot be twas elected fo be Traidnes fonne,and affianed 
bis fucceffour inthe Cmpire.: Creceding twas the top that 
Adrian receiucd with that newes, tobich be Din Otter tr 
fuci evcefiiue manner and deqree, that prefentip be pte cez 
lebate, with great gantes andfeattes, the vay of bis nati> 
uifie sand not only bpon that dap,buteuery peare, all the 
dayes of bis life : bicaufc it Was the thing, that his heart 
ino defired, and for the attainement tobercof, he bad ine 
ployed bis greatelt (hill and frenath. 
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Cit that time tvere Confuls, Softus ano Pretorius, ttt 
{uhonte Adrian enterednetwe friendthippe : andthe ende 
wherefore he did bndertake this netwe affection, was,that 
as Plotina g Surus did folicite € procure the Cmpire with 
Traiane, fo thofe tivo Confuls Huld tublit him inthe Ses 
nate :infuch wile, that ifbe did toatch to obtaine it; be did 
oucriwatch to fuftaine it. Qot long after that Adrian {was 
adopted, that is fo fay,after fourtene monethes, Traiane 
pyed: prefently Plotina his tutfe, and the Conful Tatia- 
nus, being chiefe friendes bnto Adrian, did fake o2der and 
Hie great Diligence, that Adrians admifion bnto the Cm 
pire, might firil be notified and knotuue in Rome, befo2e 
the death of the Emperour Traiane: tubiche was conceas 
icd and coucred fo2 cerfaine Dapes, fayina, that be twas fo 
ficke, that be would not be vifited, bntill they were pole 
of the power of the armies, and bad obtetned the gad will 
of the Senate. Adrian did wife bnto the Senatours, 
giving them to onderfand, that: Traiane twas at the point 
of death, and that-alfo be was afliqned and adopfento be 
His fucceMour and beirein the Empire : and did right ine 
ffantly requeft them, fo fake the fame in god parte, and 
therebppon did pomife, and (iweare one themt, fodinioe 
o2 gine offices, but at thetrowne liking andconfent.: 


GHAR «isda 


Howeat’Fraianes death) Adrian + « 
was declared Empérour,!! 1)” 


‘Tee neines of Traianes Death being arriued af Rome, 

puefently it was priblifoed, that the fuccettion of the 
empire was chinttted bute Adriansg bpon the confirmatis 
on,02 refufal of this election, there avofe no final contentts 
on it the Denafe ; and the matter fo far argued ¢ profecu- 
fed 
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fe, by bis friendes, and fo refifed by bis enimies : that it 
gane nofmall doubt oftntetine Warns, ne letiecrucll then 
the warres betiwirt Cefar arid Pompey, She fernaunts 
of Traiane,the friends of Plotina,and the kinred and alics 
of Tatian, vid bfe fuche dilhqence in this cafe, that within 
three dapes they confirmed Adrian, in foe Empire : and 
the areateit caufe fo moue the Senate therebnto, was: 
that they badintelligence, that Adrian tas in Syria, in 
full potucr, pofefion, and autbooitte , of fie tobole ars 
mie: aud might bauc bene conftratned fo pealoe by force, 
twhich they refufed to perfourme by ged twill, Weclently 
after Adrian pas confirmed tn the Cinptre, be dtd tweite 
buto the Senate, qratifping their friendly fact,and reques 
fting that Traiane might be collocate among lt the Onods , 
fince be had bene a PDatnee fo divine, tubereto fhe Senate 
qladly confented, faping: that although Traiane had fini- 
fhed his life, for euermore in Rome his fame fhoulde in- 
dure.Zu memozic § Traiane bad overcome the Parthians, 
they ogdeined p cucry peare the Parthik playes Mould be 
eclebatedin Rome, tobichindured amonagtt the Romains 
niany yeres: but in fine, they and theit playes bad an end, 
Wefore all thinges, Adrian gaue over, that the body of 


Traiane might be bought info Italic, where tt houlde be 


~ 
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giuen a generous fepulchze, and fo eftcctuate the fame, | 
commanded bis af}es to be inclofed tn a bore of Gnico2ne, 4 


which. alfo twas inclofed tuith golde, and placedin a piller 


of moft excellent marble ,lyned with moft rich purple: all ‘ 


which being lade into a gallie.be fent Tatian and Plotina, 


W the bopy onto Rome: al Rome went fw2th to receiue p 


boby of Traiane: and asit is (apd and weitten, there was 


neuer fo muche ioy bitered for any man, that entered be- ” 
ingaline :but muche moze forrotwe twas Bifcoucred, fo2 


Traianescommingdeade, Adrian fkaped in Antioche, 
tobiche ts the beade of Syria, partly to affemble the whole 
arimic, and partly fo recouer money: fo2 betng then twine 
fer’, he could neypther campe fo2 coldeneffe of the weather 
epther matche oz. tourney fo2 want of money. 
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Adrian {was there aduertifes, howe the Mauritans did 
Defic him, the Sarmatians diamutinate, the Britans did 
rebell, the Paleftines refi , the Acgyptians difobey, and 
that all tye Barbarians were tn commotion, Finally, tt ts 
fobe vnderfiwde,that bpon the death of Traiane,al people 
andiiations tere foefcandalised, that tf feemed nof, but 
that be left the tyo2ld without a matter o2 an oloner, A- 
drian perceiuing the greater part of fhe Cmpire in conte 
motion, determined to make them no war, but tointreate 
them by peace:and fo2 this caufe he refufed and forfoke al 
fhofe kingdomes and Wzouinees, that lay bepond the river 
Euphrates, and the tiner Tygris, tobich the gad Traiane 
bad Wwonre and conquered; in tobich conquett be unployed 
bis noble perfor, and qauc ende bnto bis honourable tife, 
Tnto all kingdontes and P2ouinces, Adrian fent Cmbals 
fadours, toconfederate tvith fome, and fo confirme peace 
With others sand twith fome be did capitulate thinges fo 
flannderous,and with fo creat difaduauntage + that it bad 
bere much better fo baue rapfed warre, then to baue pro 
cured a peace foinfamous, Parfnapate king of the Parthi- 
ans,came fo complaine bute Adrian, faping, that the gad 
Traiane had giuen bim that kingdome, and crowned bint 
{with bis lune hands,and now vpon fhe death of Traiane, 
they would neyther obey bint, 02 {affer him to line with- 
inthe kingdome, Adrian twould nof,o2 elfedurit nof,make 
wares {with the Parthians:but qaue nto Parfnapate,the 
Scianiozie of certaine countries and Pzoninees of Syria, 
being bacant af that time, as Lozde to iniop the fruttes 
thereof, and ag Romaine Weetour to gouerne the people. 
? Taher Adrian had obtcined the Empire, pefently be pus 
» blithed and fayd bneéo all nen, that be wold become a pitts 
» Full Dzince: and truly,in fome pitiful canfes,be pio theo 
» hint {elfe to be the foune of Traiane: but in fome rigozous 
» matters, be femed tobe the bother of Nero. A certaine 
mati tanied Bebius, ivas P2efect ti Rome, tho twas cons 
frarie onto Adrian, in ali thinges that epther touched his 
bonour 02 profite ; and being countellen fo kill Bae A 
ba 


Emperour Adrian, 87 


chat he ceafen not tobe bis aduerfaric, made anftocre: T 
will not onely permit Bebius to liue, but alfothe office of 
Pretour,which hee helde but for ayeare, I will confirme 
vnto him during his life. Laberius and Frugius, tina 
Romaine Senatours, were banithed onto the Bie of Pon- 
tus, lohomt be comunannded fo returie Co their boutes,and 
their gudes to bereftozed them : but the Conful Frugius 
being mutinous, moutnig conunofton betivire Adrian 2nd 

the Senate,be conumaunded to be thectone aliue into Ty- 

ber :andobfeined no Iefle honour, tn the erecuting of the 

oite,then in pardoning the other, Tntocerfaine Centle- 

menofthe armie, that apne bnfe Adrian intinies pall, 

that he Mould be Eitperour,be gaue double rewardes: af 

firming, that be gaue them not fo2 their avucrtifement, 
butfo2 their gwd.tottl.,. 


G HeAPau Vill. 


Of his entrieinto Rome. 


TDivetwhei Summer was come, Adrian parfed frost 
Antiocheto come fo Rome ; and leffe. fo2. Pepofite 
of Syria, Catalius Seuerus, and toke bis wap theoughe 
Illyria, and determined to make twarre with the Sarmati- 
ans, {which would not receiue the Antbafladours of peace, 
Lucius Turbon, that bad bene W2efour fenne peares 
in Mauritania, cante fo2th fo nef) bim bpon the waye;, 
With whonte Adrian had great friendthip, being a poung 
man, and in boule With bis Lode Traiane : peefently be 
wade Hin Wetour of the Wouince of Datia, and Pano- 
nia, At that time Lucius Turbon wasin Africa,matier. 
ofthe boote men, of wbome Adrian twas abduertifed, that 
be was berie riche, and in greafe poiver thacughaul the 
kingvome, and that be had not obteined all that riches, fy. 
the time of warre, but.by beibericin tine ofpeace. — 
Flu, Adtian: 
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Adrian inag not a little qrieued, of that fobich ras fapde 
by Lucius Turbone, bycante be tuas bis friende, and alfo 
feruaunt brite Traiane : buf all this notwithfandina, be 
applyed all that he hav, onto the common freafure, and 
pifarnied hint of his kniabthade. As muche as Adrian 
Div increate in potencte,fo much did bis entintes tnereafe tt 
enuic sinfuche manner, that they coulve neptber incline 
their parts to lone him, ether peatld their freath to ferue 
» him, Wbe calc was thus,that Palma,Celfus,Sobaius,and 
» Lucius, Adrian going on buntina, Were determined inthe 
4 mniodetk of the chace,to rid him of bis life: wherebpon they 
4» Were agreed, that in bis (wiftett purfuit of any wild beat, 
» they would attend himin the mot thickett pace o2 track: 
»» € there bnoer the colour fo miffe their lenell at the beatf, 
»» would (ote and kill the Cmperour, All thefe foure were 
» men of noble bloud, and rich in gods, and were called Co- 
. fulares : bycaufe at ofer times thep bad bene Confuls: 
» but as their freafon was difcouered, fir by inftice they 
, Were beheaved, before Adrian went onbunting. Oreat 
{was the murmuring and mutinie theougbout all Rome, 
toben they onderfkode botwe Adrian had erecuted fo crus 
ellinfice, bpon thele foure Confulares 02 noble men:parts 
ly for that they belde opinion, that Adrian hao raifen that 
quarell aqainte them : and partly fo2 cuffome and mate 
ier, for that fetve iwere the chattifements , Whiche the 
god T raiane div erecute, but qreat was thenumber that 
receiucd parton. Adrian being aduertifed, that fo2 the 
death of thefoure Confulares,all Rome was efcandalised, 
and that fora manrenuenging and cruell, bis perfon twas 
defanied, Determined With all {pave fo come fo Rome, fo 
ercufe him felfe of that fault. Dobe affaires of Adrian fea 
notin fo cnilleftate, as bpon the way, they gaue btm avs 
nertifement : tobich did tucll appeare, th that fhe Senate 
piooffer him the triumph due onto Traiane, being cut of 
by beath tointoy the faine : buf Adrian refufing, gane 62¢ 
per, that the Xmage of Traiane (houlse be placed in the 
triumphant chariote ; to the ende that gon T ae 
gould 
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fhoulve ot want a triumphe , although but after bis 
death.  Weelently tuben Adrian came to Rome , $e 
fuent fo bifite the Sepulechze of bis Wogve Traiane ; 
where bis eyes DID (hed many feares , and fo2 bim 
pid offer bnto the Gods mof fumptuons facrifices. Ail the 
Senate being topned,and alfo all (be mo pzincipal of the 
people, bnfs twhome Adrian made a longo2ation: tubers 
in be qaue then fo onderitand of the Late of the Cmptret 
and did ercufe bim felfe of the death of the afozefatoe foure 
Confulares : becaufe the officers of fhe Senate had made 
fearche and inquifition of the caufe,and the Pectors of p 
armies did erecute the fentence. Zhe Senate did ofter 
Adrian the title of Pater patriz, but be would not recetue 
if, affirmina it to be one of the titles of bis logp Traiane; 
and fince he had been a good father , it were great reafon 
he fhould prouea good fonne.3f ivas a cuftome in Rome 
and thesuabout all Italie, that toben their Pinces came 
netoely fo gouerne the Cmpire, that all cities and ofber 
people fhould furnithe bim with a certeine fumme of golde 
and filuer: with the qolde fo make a crotne,and fhe ilucr 
fo? the feruice of bis boule: and fometimes they did pee 
{ent fo much qolde fo make the crotwne, that the renmant 
Wwas (uffictent fo mainteine the fwarres. Adrian refuted 
not onely this feruice fo be Demaunded, but alfe returned 
that tobich was brought bint ; faytng, that his crowne 
fhould-beriche, when his fubiectes fhould be in wealth, 
fhe officers of the trealurie, that ts fo fape, fuche as had 
the collection and keeping of the mafie of Rome, bad rate 
fedgreate rentes, daily inuenting netwe manner of {rts 
butes, in the common wealth: which being knoiven tuts 
Adrian, be commaunded all nelwe tnipofifions fo be remoe 
nea fromthe common twealth, andthe tnuentozs therest 
fo be difplaced from their offices. Generally the Romains 
complained bute Adrian of the dearth of bictuale: forth, 
With be peouided fo2 prowifion of tuheat from Sicyl, wines 
from Candie,and ople from Spaine: andfurtbher,caue tach 
prices onto the famie,ana all other victuals, that the pare 
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right fede With the riche. He did promife and fweare itt 

the Senate to putno Senatour brto death, although he 

Were culpable, without the acculed Hhould fir be beara, 

ano bis caufe confivercd by all the Senate: and truely this 

othe div ercufe Adrian of niany erecuftons , and twas ne 
ieffe occation that the Senatours committed many faultes. 
Princes haue to confider what they fweare and promife + 
for, from that day wherein Princes fhal vnable thé felues, 
to punifhe viceand finne, from thenceforth their vaflals 
fhal followe wickednefle . 4n fhe vere thaf Adrian enz 
tred Rome, all thinaes were Deare , and the people uct 
founde oinbealth: who-bfing areate mannificerice,comis 
mlaunded much money to be given fo the pwze of fhe come 
nion twealthinfach wile, that it was not founde that any 
pied fo2 buncer, either fuffered any ertreme necefiitic, 

Chere were many that bad beene banifhed,and dinerfe 
int p2ifon fo2 vebt due Onto the Fifcall: that ts folape, due 
fobis chamber. Adrian gaue commaundement by pubs 
lique poclamation, that all {uch debtes Mhould be ablol- 
ued, and Ehat for any (uch debte, none fheuld.be runnae 
nates, cither kept in patton, Adrian did derogate the late € 
cuftome of bis peedeceffours, which is fo weet, that p gods 
of the condennied, (ould be for the Peince, which he conv 
mmaunded from thenceforth fo be tmployed not fo bis chase 
ber, but to the comfort of the common iwealth: fo2 be faibe 
and helde opinion , that the ludge fhould nener be grie- 
ued, to punifhe offendours, when he fhould remember, 
to inheritea fhare of the offendours goods, He ertremelp 
delighfed oben any perfon came fo crane,and much moe 
nid retoyee, if he bad fo ctuc: but tf by chaunce be bad not 
to fatiffie bis bemaund,at theleatt be qaue binta friendly 
aunftwer, From the time that Adrian was in poleffion 
ofp Eimpire:be was neuer beard fo fay,o2 name, Traianes 
buf, mp 203d Fraiane, 
CHAP. VIII, 
@ Of the good conditions and inclinations 
, of Adrian,, 

TH ith, 
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I 7 ath much diligerice andnolette fecrecte, Adrian ti 
quired, tubat life fhe Senatours did leade, and what 
erercife thep bled: and fuch as be found pore and verfus 
ous,be augmented thetr pafrimoniesand fuch as befound 
riche and victous,be found meane to depoiue then from p 
Senate. Adrian tuas a P2ince, vericfhilfull , andmuche — 
confiderate in punithing bis officers and fernauntes , that 
is to fave: be kept fecrete fromthe people the canfes why ” 
he remoued any perfon from bis office. And further,ifhbe ” 
difplaced any perfonfrom bis commoditic, be did not fo22 ” 
cet othertwile fo recompence him, in fuch maner,that if be ” 
did chattice them, be did not dithono2 them. Wany fimes, ” 
pid Adrian fpeake thefe tom2des;W home] thal fee cftec- * 
med and worfhipped in the common wealth, [ wil rather 
determin to take away hished then his honour, Whe refs 
{which fhe gad Traiane left in many partes of Italic, fo2 2 
Hocediuig of chilozen.the tuftatning of turdowes,¢ the mare 
riage of Dephans,he did not only confirime,but alfo made 
better, Ail the feruants of Traiane be o10 aduaunce to bets 
fer offices:¢ fuch as were not mete fo2 offices, be cane the 
wottep. Adrian commmaunded ferch to be made, bolo many 
noble men tere falne into pouertic:¢ (uch as Were Decaye 
ed by mifchaunce,be reliened:¢ fuch as procured pouertie 
by bice,be aaue them leaue fo endure neceflitie . Beqaue 
help toal p Romaine Wwidotves fo matric their daughters, 
¢ he Wag not moze botitiful ingiuing relief bute p vaughs 
ters, then je was an entinie fo fuccour the fonnes: fo2 be 
Helde opinion, that, that young man deferued not to be 
married, that with his handes did not obteinea marriage. 
Wy thee dayes (pace, he did celebjate the fealt of the god 
Genius: that is fo faye, the dave of bis bitthe: androme 
maiden bpon thole daves, fo gine pitances onto all p peo 
ple, and be with all the Senatours and nobles did cate and 
banquet itt bis impertall palace: the colt tubereot bid not 
amount bnto foliftle, but as they were thee, if they bad 
bene fire, the rentes of the whole Cmpire bad been (pent, 
and parte of thet treafure, 
play 
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Or 
Ay the {pace of fire confinualldayes be oid caule them 
fo repectent the game of fiwm2de players: and the people 
craued certetne other plapes, which be would not confent; 
not fo2 tyat be delighted not therein, but fo gtue them fo 
Lnderftand in Rome, that it appertained vnto Princes,as 
much to moderate their pleafures , as to giue order for 
thinges ofimportance, IBefoze Adrian was Cmperour, 
he was thrife Contful, for which caule be made diners Ros 
maines three times Confuls: and twebhereas fome tere ofs 
fconded, for want of tke fauour, be dtd aunfiwer: Suchas 
_ did exceede mee in merite, ought to be equall with mee 
> indignitie, Within the compatte of Rome. > tener before 
” the Daves of Adrian, were permitted moze then tivo Cons 
» fals: the one fo qovuerne fhe common wealth, the otber fo: 
> co tothe warres: but Adrian did adde and create athiree 
> Conflul: fo2 that if p one Hhould be ficke, and the other refis 
> pont in the tarres, fhe common toealth thoulve nof res 
» maine without an bead, Tutinus a noble knight of Rome,. 
Adrian pid create Senatour, andaqane bim the enfignes 
of Conful, tobercat the tobole Scnate was offended: af 
firming, that the Cmperour ought oz might not create in 
fuch manner: partelp, becaufe Tutinus teas not of defers 
wind, and partly, for that the aduile of fhe Senate thould 
baue beene bled therein. Adrian was difpleafed with: 
thefe wwo2des of the Romaines, and from thence fo2th did. 
bfe mo2e liberfie in reparting offices, and leile companys 
in determining caules, Be helde Scucrianusin greate bee. 
neration, which bad married bis fifter, vnfo whome be 
gaue both honour and areat retwardes : andat all fimes,. 
{ober Seuerianuscame bnto bis chamber fo conferre, and 
fo bnderitand bis pleafure, Adrian came foo2th to mete 
andreceiue bimat thedm2e. Although Seucrianus came 
fo bifife Adrian, and Adrian came fo2th foreceine Seue~- 
rianus, pet aunefentand beryp moatall was the batred bes 
fwirt them: fo2 wi this cafe, etther of them did bfter and. 
difcouer, fo be policed inith a moffe bile intent : for that: 
Seucrianus did trauaile fo Depzine Adrian from Empire 
and. 
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and bonour, and es inith no leffe facilitie DID fake as 
way bis life, Ga ben Adrian twas in Rome, at the leaft ie 
inent thoife a tucke onto the Senate : andif be were eis 
ther ficke,o2 muche buffed, they did repatre bnta bis prez 
fence: in (uch maner, that nothing of timpozfance did paffe 
in the Senate, toherein they did not ble bis tudgement. 
Adrian {oas of familiar conuerfation mith bis (pectall 
friendes, and with bis particular feruaunts, with whome 
be tuent to cafe tn their gardeines, tofifhe at rivers, to 
hunt inthe fieloes, and all other fuch like paftinies. spae 
furaliy be tuas qiuen fo bane compaffion of fhe ficke, and 
herein he din neither confider Wobetber they were friends 
2 foes: fo2 that indifferently be did bifife them, and at bis 
oivite charges did pronide fo2 them. We did not onelp bifife 
the ficke, buf allo the olde mien, Ddecrepife with age: of 
ivbonte at large be uonlde inquireof the yeres that thep 
hand liued, the Kingtomes thep bad franelled, the daun- 
cers they bad pafied, the entimics twhich they bad heloe, € 
the necefitties that hep badendured, infuche wile , that 
niany tines, of the things twbtch they bad fatde,of fimes 
patt.be foke evantple fo2 the time prefent, Adrian twas a 
moft finaular frtende of berfuons men, and wile Whbilofes 
phers, and nener wanted their compante.citber tn twarre 
02 peace; becaufe of the vertuous he learned how to liue, 
and of the Philofophers howe to gouerne, 
Turbone, maiffer of the hore. nen had a fone with 
7 Adrian, fafticiontly baliant, and twith Adrian bery pat, 
nate: but topntty 15 this, be bela bint for prelamptuons it 
{pecch,and couefots in dealings, becaufe all tohich Adrian 
Did at bis requett and (uite, he folocit allfo2 money: the 
fruthe of this cafe betiig knotwen, Adrian recetued therof 
fo great difplealure, that poctently be commannded the 
poung man fobs appeebended, and that all things bic) 
bp b2iberte be.bad purloiued Gonlde be-taken frem bin, 
and reffozcb bite the stuners, and fo be tranfpo2rted as a 
bantihed man fo the Zhe of Pontus : bnéo tubomte Adrian 
(aide, of Cts offence, thou Calf romaine chakkiced , a 5! 
arne 
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fuarned for ever more, fo helwe ouermuch and ertreme 
fauour onto my feruaunt, tobereby fo conuert lone info 
pride,o2 fo fell fauour fo2 couctile. 


CHAD :40.. 
€ Of the maner which Adrian vfed with 


the men of warre, 


W ¥en Adrian parted from Almaine fo come fo Rome, 
not as then determined fo bane frayed Long there: but 
the occafton of bis ftaye, twas, fo2 that the gwd Traiane, in 
his latter peres, was defeined folong time inthe warres 
of Afia,g Europa,that the cimion twealthes of Italic were 
grotwen to greate and ouermuch libertie. Adrian depate 
ting from Rome, came freight onto Gallia Tranfalpina; 
not fo conquer but fo bifite the fame . Dhefrenchemen 
pid much reioyce at his cOming, andin cuery pronince did 
him great feruice , becaufe Adrian twas the firtt Romaine 
qince that euct entred Fraunce in peace, fo2 that all bis 
predeceffours beakein by biolent bottilitie, Perfonaily 
Lifiting all Gallia, toberein be did erect newe buildinges, 
repaired the olde, reedified temples , refozmed p2teftes, 
(cl at libertie certeine gentlemen, gaue giffes onto the 
people,pardonedfome offences , and punithed others : fi- 
nally all bis pecdes, twere gratefull bnto the cifisens,¢ poor 
fitable onto the common wealth. Whe affaires cf Fraunce 
being fet in o2der, once moze he returnedto pate p Alps, 
andtoke bis wayinte Almaine, without any difpolition 
fo make tuarre,but fo procure peace: fo2 that Adrian naz 
furally as giuen friendly with all mento haie peace, 
Wwhiche if they would not accept, be was not after eafie 
fo intreate. 

4n the time that Adrian had moff peace, then Did be 
erercife bis mien of twarre, as if he bad bene amonaelt bis 
enimies: and fo2 this caufe be belde opinion , that al Pain: 
ces did crane his peace, foz that be was neuer bnreadte fo 
| make 
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niate ware. Adrian inuenfcd many deuifes , eherin bis 
knightes might erercile their Trength , as wagers to 
rune, totwers, and fortes of umd, and carth , fo affault, 
marche fenne agatnf tenne in combat: be fought ont 
rong places topzactife the arte of mining, proncked ther 
fogo fo Wraftling , and bought them to riuers tolearne 
to (twin: finally, be belo them fo occupted, that they defis 
red rather fo fiaht an iobole day incarneft, then fo many 
papesinteft, Aifo Adrian did ble fo frrde of Ebe commore 
bictuals of the camp, thatis to faye,qrofe baken,rat caten 
theefe,potwd2ed befe, and barley bead : and tf any hinge 
were deft foz bis otune perfor, moze delicate then p retk, 
be made fuche dtutfion, that the leatt parte came fo bint 
felfe. WAbhat mozeorlefle, he alinayes did fucare fome 
armour :andif by chaunce be found any gentleman bne 
armed, prelently be was checked of bis toagesaffirming, 
that the man that goeth vnarmed, ought not to beintrea- 
ted and honoured asa gentlema .9n the armies, among 
the areafer 02 leffe, befter 02 war2fe, their woke 02 evs 
ercife was equally divided: tobiche ts fo luete, When the 
time twas fo D2aive, all d1d hale anddatwe: and then the- 
time twas fo dig, all Wwithout erception at their furne, dio 
Dig and mine: at the tinre of toatchiug in their courfe, eucs 
ry man did iwatche: in thele trauels He Did no moze ercufe 
bint felfe then others: fo2 af bis turne, be did both watche 
and dig in fhe mine with bisotwnehandes. We bad not, 
neither confented.in the tearres, the bfe of biah tables fo 
fede on, citber portals to paffe the time, neither caues to. 
cole 02 recreate, cifber warmed wafer fobathe , neither 
rokeric 02 dzefling of meate, cither fellincoffincte opnts 
ments: fo2 bi belde opinion, that the amd and baliant fouls 
Diets, DID it annopnt them felucs, but with the bladot - 
cniimies, Adrians garments were not curious 02 coftlye, 
buf bery cleanly, toberunto be toas addicted, both indief, 
and appareils and after a maner be od abbore fuche mien 
as Were tiof nefe and finesafirmina, at Althte nien be ale 
iaves of Doufic indgements. 
Eis 
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an the twarres be did nener Weare Mk, purple,o2 riche 
hefiure,cither buttons, 02 anclets of qolde,o2 his dagger, 
fire2d¢,02 armour gilte; but nottvithitanding berye fine 
aitd firong. UWiben any twas notified in fhe twarres, of 
faliant and teubtie deetes, prefentiy be dio notifiebim, 
{with great and Lountifull retoardeszin {uch manner,that 
he pin not Deferre forecompence at Rome atiy ferutcedon 
in the Wwarres. Wiben be trauatled theeugh monntaines, 
moft times be did altabt to boing other men on fote , and 
bid ntarche rb. 02 rr. miles in bis armour: and this be div, 
fo keepe their bozfes frethe andintty , if they Mould bap 
to cncounter with the enimic, He dtd altwaypes long tniths 
in fhe campe, and o2dinarilp be went from tent fo tent, fo 
Lifite the wounded, and with the tobole and found fo hance 
conuerfation, Adrian was fo familtar with bismen of 
Watre, that be called berie many by their names , and 
knew all men by their gefture: in {uch tile, that no ents 
mie 02 ftraunger, might enter bis campe that fobim twas — 
bnknowen. Wiben a hozlemans rome twas dacant in the 
Wwarres, the captaines fought out fuchas Moulofuccedes 
but Adrian in bis otwne perfon would eramine bim, and 
this he vid, to knotwe bis face, and try bis frength. Such 
as he nid elect tribunes, 02 captaines of bis armies , were 
erie baliant, but not couetous : andiopntly therewith, 
be admitted not poung men without bearbes, either olde 
men broke o2 decayed: doubting, in fo much youth, want 
of coucrnement: and in fo much age, firenath fo fiahbt. 
5¢ made gad paye Dufo his mten of Wwarre, fretabtip foos 
Dinving his captaines toimbestil any wages, 02 to take a 
{uape peefent giuing bnto the fonldters : ard this Adrian 
Did, fo anoide neceMiticintheone , and coucfife in theo 
ther, He did peobibite by a publique latwe, that none 
{hould carrie onto the twarres any fuperfiuous thing,and 
fhat none hould peefunte fo buy o2 fell any thing that 
(was not necefaric. Ulery diligent fo furnithe bis camps 
{with victuals, which being brought bnto the cantpe,be did 
fo paife them, that tbe buyer twas not rebbed 5 igs we 
| eller 
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feller defrauded. Zmifattrig Vegetius, Adrian did twzite 
abeke, therein be pio infiruct the captaines , bolwe thep 
fheuld fight: and an oper, boto trivunes Thoulde gouerne 
the armies: fo confowmifie wheresfhe mate many ercel- 
lent lalves, inbich fo2 long time twere obferued of the Ro- 
maine Wzinces, Jn this cafe, of oder, prcutior, atid cos | 
rection of the men of inarre,thep were onclp thece Waite ie: 
ces that attained tno the chiefe perfection thereof : that | 
isto faye, Auguftus, Traiane, ano Adrian, becaufe all 
other W2tnces , beide men of warre net to defend, but to 
diMipate the comnton wealth, 


CHAP, X, 
@ Oftheaétesthat Adrian did in Englande, 


. Fraunce, and Spaine, 


Alt the fime that Adrian {yas in Almaine,be did motte 
occupie him felfe in reforming bis men of warre info 
god cuffomes and o2der, tebtch he did not without areate | 
poudence, after the manner of a gad mariner , wwbiche tn ” 
tine, when the Seats caline , deeth o2effe and mende bis » it 
failes , € oder bis anchors again the fegme and foudein » = 
chaunces Chat may follotve tn fime fo come. 29: : Al 
From Almaine, Adrian rane trite areate Britaine, il 
inbiche is nowe called England, and there founde peace, 
as ti Fraunce, tobich ivas then olsen fo2 a greafe mare 
naile: becaufe from the fine of Iulius Cefar, tobtche did. 
fir conquer the fame, tufo the aayes of Adrian, they 
inere nener without arres withthe sfrenche men, 02 | 
rebelling acainf the Romaines, W2elentlp sppon bis ene | = 
tricinto Britaine, be fought curionfipte be tfoomed of | Zz 
the lawes they belbde, and of the enfontes they bled:inbich “Hi 
being veruled and cramined,fonre he BID allotwe, and foie Hh 
he bid remoue and make frufrate: efvectally, be bid adniz ,.,. 
bilate that lawwe, whereby the man Gould holoe ti.wiues, ,, | 
and the woman, bu. bulbantes, bis Tulius Cacfar bid ,,. | 
4. COs We: 
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coiquer the Zlande of Cagland, be bought many people 
out of Italie foinbabite that countrie : and although the 
nafiue, toith the fraunaer,belde no tuarre, pet lined thep 
tof in perfect peace: fo2 the Britans did terme f Romaines 
ieiwe come men, and fhe Romaines did call them Barbas 
rians. Adrian finding that no friendthip might be framed 
by paper, 02 amendment by cozrection, deutfed fo dine 
fhe kingdome in the miovdefk: and the cafe was thus : that 
fii fhe middes of the Khingtome, be made atwall from Sea. 
fo Sea, a toorke mott fraunce, toberein this need 
intplop creat treafure. Adrian being reftoent tn Britaine, 
Iwas aduertifed from Romeof the teat of nad gouernes 
ment that was bied tn bis totues boule, by the occaffon of 
cerfcine Komaines, tobich aduentured to accompany the 
Cinpzelle: tobofe conuerfation was more fo the pecindice 
of bis fame, then fo the peofite of his feruice, Septicius 
Prefe€tus,and Sortonius Tranquillus, tobich at that time 
ivere Secretaries bnto the Senate: thele ¢ ofbers nrewe 
very familiar with the Cmp2etie Sabina: tobome Adrian 
fent commiaundentent fo be Deprined of thetr offices , and 
tobe banifjex Rome, Sabina, Adrians totfe , tuas hola 
deit fo befranke of (peache , and of life fometobat licentt- 
ous, Adrian did qreatlp abboore fo bauc Sabina bnto bis 
iwife:and would fape, not tn fecrefte, but spenly, that if be 
(were a common perfon , be tyould baue bene diuo2ced, for 
- thatin ber conuerfation he twas prefumptuons, ¢ inlife 
” tote ¢difolufe, Adrian {was much tnclined fo bnders 
” ffand, not onelp the conditions ¢ inclinations of bis frinds 
” put alfo of the manner tobich they b{en to liuein their 
» Houfles: fo2 the buberanding twherof, he Wwoulde quire 
» ofthe feruaunts, faucs and labourers that boouabt thent 
» Hictuals, tobat they did eate, and Wobat thep did dainke, € 
” Iobat their matters (pent in their boufes. Sabina {wife 
tuto Adrian, di9 iw2ife acerteine Iefter bntaa Romaine 
gentleman, coniplatuing that be fuould not come to bifite 
Her, thaouad ppicafnees of Britaine, ¢ newe loues in that 
rountrey p be badtakenin band, which letter happening 
bp channce tito the banves of Adrian, ¢ the intabt nee 
iiande 
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fanvitic therof,neitber went fo Romeo} abode tn Britan, 
Gil things (ef in sgver in greate Britan, Adrian bad tntels 
Hoonce, that in Gallia Tranfalpina, which noivets named 
finecte Fraunce, a popular fedt(ton was ratfed,in finch cull 
mraner, that ifit were not pocfently cut off, f might beeak 
outintoalona ecrucl warre. Alltbe contention was rais 
fed byon cerfein bois ¢ patures,ina place called Apim; 
ocfently Adrian pated into Gallia, ¢ perfenally went 
tole pimarks ¢bounds therols theone ¢ the other heard, 
Hedin divide Chole bounds ¢ limits equally betwixt them, ¥ 
When as a Romaine faide tnfo Adrian , p if was the ofe : 
fice ofa poze Judae, ¢ not of amightie Cmperour, beans ” 
Cwered: [had rather diuide boundesin peace , then con- ‘" 
quer countries with warre. Poly, tubent Adrian tuould de” 
parte from Fraunce,be recetued newes from Rome, hotve 
Plotina wife nto Traiane nas Dead: and as (hee bad ben 
his onely miftretle,¢ bis (pecial Friern, be fel€ ber beath fo 
fenfibly $ befines fighing ¢ Wweepina, be greiue foertremly 
fo2rrotvful, § be dt not eateinlong time, He Taide nthe 
place where be receined thele netoes many monetis, and 
prefently did weite bufop Senate, p Plotina fhonla be as 
Dorcd ainonglt p Gonbdefles; and on fhe other parte, he cos 
maundedcoftly € generous facrifices to be offered fo2 bers 
he did evifie bnta ber honour ¢ perpefual memogte,a tems 
pleneare oato Manfin, tbich be erected bppon pillers of 
msaructlous marble, ¢ dio endue With areat riches. Ihe 
affatres of Fraunce being difpatcbed, be came by p Pyrinea 
hilles, into Spaine,¢ @aied a tubole Winter in the citte of 
Taragon: twhich in thofe auncient times, was the motte 
Frona, riche, ¢ alfo moft efleemed tn all Spaine. Chen the 
Cinperour OGauius did conquer Cantabria, be did butlde 
iit Taragon,amof noble houfe, which by the antiquitic 
therof eas much decayed: Pp emperour Adrian at hts own 
colt, cOmiativing to be reedificd tn fuch wife.) by repatring 
the decayed edifictes, be renucd there p name of Romanes, 
che invperiall boule being mabe, Adrian kept court thers 
Wwith all fhe mightic and noble mer of Spaine: there and 
With tobonte be wade manve and god lates 3 and Un. 
| | Gti. efpes 
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» efpectall, he cotmmannved that the father tubtebe had but 
» Hiefonne, fhouls commit the fame bnto fhe warres, ti he 
» bad tinaine, the fecornd fhould be committed bnts ference, 


. 


b 


w 
a 


ana the thirde theulve learne (ome occupation in the come 
nian teealth. 

SDhe Spaniardes complained, that the thippes of Italic 
bid tranfpo2t many thinges out of Spaine, that ts to faye, 
golde, filucr, filke, ople, parne, tobcate,and Wwitterand out 
of Italie, they brought nothing into Spane : tobereupoty 
Adrian conmmannded, that no ffraunae thip fhoulde lave 
any thing out of Spaine. Adrian gane greate retuardes 
tuto many, and fomefo2 company, he caufed fo gee with 
bint, andothers fone be gaue oftices bofhe bp Sea and 
land,of areat borour: and generally, be gaue money brifa 
all cities, to repaire their dDecaicd twalles, in fuche twife, 
that all Spaine, of him, belde them felues riabt tuell cons 
tented, Sherein Taragon , Adrian toalking aloneina 
garden, by chaunce, a poung man being madde, bake 
fo 2th bppon him with fiemzde d2atwne: Adrian, although 
Without arntiour, did take alway bis fivmw2d, without come 
maundentent of correction, either fo bint o2 bis mater, ¢ 
alfe with areat pitic, peoutded foz biscure: of tubich oes 
Adrian was patted fo2 baliant and pttifull. Alto in fhe 
pouince of Taragon, they bad cotétion fo2 their bounds, 
wherein Adrian proutved fo plant lande markes of ftone, 
after the maner of pillers, to the ende., that thep Houlde 
neither be Holne 02 chaunged. 


CHAP,XI1. 
@ Howe Adrian did paffeinto Afia, and ofthe 


things that chaunced there. 


I the poouinees of Spaine being biGfed, Adrian made 
his navication, by the Sea Mediterrane tito the Sle 
of Sicyl, tobere be mounted the bill Actna, to bebold the 
marnetions things therein covteticd: from woenee # 
Dele 
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befcended moze in feare and abahhea , then either inttruce 
fed o2 fatiffien, Adrian being defcended from the bill 
Aetna, affonted, foearicd and alfo derived, faide notin 
that kingdome, but fo bilite the um2kes of the god Tra- 
jane, Which be did amplific with buyloinges j and indued 
with patrimonies. Adrian being refiventin Sicyl, onders 
fode that Afterlike the greateft lozde of Germanie was 
Dead, in whole place be peefently createda king, whom be 
fent fo gouerne Che fame, bothe well receined,and better 
obeped: bycaule the Germaines heloe them felues efcans 
Dalised, in that they bad not kinges toqouerne them, but 
Confuls fochatticetbem. , 
SLhe Mauritans, ans the Numidians being dinided 
in cruell diffention , and onderffanding that Adrian mas 
in Sicyl, readie to pafle into Africa : amonaeft them felues 
they cut off all caufes of tuarre, and concluded an affured 
peace, At that time alfo the Parthians fouveinly div arme 
them felues, came into the fielve , made captaines , and 
fortified their frontiers : andbzought their feianiozie to 
be ouer the Romaines , and not the Romaines oner the 
Parthians, Adrian being aduertifed of this commotion, 
prepareda areate armite fo paffe into Afia, andailfodin 
Inzite bnto the Parthians, gining to bnderftand, that he 
beloe them as bis friendes,and the Senate efteemed thent 
as b2eth2en, and not as baflals : toberetwvith the Barbari- 
ans Were fo muche fatiffied , that prefently they left their 
armour,and proclaimed peace theoughout the lands, Pots 
Wwithfanding, be fas aduertifed of the Parthians retire, 
be altwapes continued bisnauigationintoa Afia : and def: 
tended fir in Achaia, and enfred Elufin, a famous citic’ 
of that prouince: andleadinga great aimic , ¢ potemineg 
butlittle money, be feased the facred thiniges of the tems 
ples, faying,that be div it not,as a Romain Prince, but as 
& Grecian: fo2 that Hercules and Philip ‘beeing Greeke 
Princes, bad fir vone and attempted the fame. Deas 
lone did enter the temples of Afia, which tas holden fox 
great daliantuetle s becaule without arniour,be enfred as 
(tit. mong 
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monwelhehe armed Weicttes: and being demaunded, toby 
he twoulventerto robbe thole temples alone and ‘pnar- 
sed, aunfivered: becaule, front our barbarous enimics 
Wwe take by biolence, but from the Gods by requeff. 
Adrian departen alfo onto Athens, and curioufly d10 
contider the order of their fudtes, and the maner of thetr 
life: and fatoe, that in Athens, there tuas nothing perfect, 
but Agonata theftwm2de player : becaufe be had greater 
readinetie and (hillto playe iwith the (ivm20e, then the 
Whilefopbhers in teaching Sctences ; Gbiche nottithe 
flandina, be did areatip honour the btlofophers ; and to 
fome fotones, be qaue great liberties: from thence, heres 
turned to Rome, where be flayed but to vifite, fo honour, 
andalfoto bewatle and mourne tppon the tumbe of Plo- 
tina, Which beina finithen, Adrian againe went info Sis 
cyl, and from thence into, Africa, tabere be bid bifit many 
tones and cities reevified certeine buyloinges, bantthen: 
Diners Numidians, and alfo Mauritanes, fo? their nmintts 
nies. Ffronr thence he vid pafle once moze into Afia, 
fireiaht onto Athens, there be finifbed a cerfeine tem 
ple iubich he had begonne, dedicating p faine bnto the Cod 
Iupiter, uhereinhe Didingraue the mage of Traianc, € 
_, bid paint iwith bis ounehandes the figure of Plotina, hts 
n mofte efpeciall fovercigne lape and miftredie, Whe areas 
\ foft exercife that Adrian Did bfe tit Afia, ivas in buplting, 
i repairing, andconfecrating temples : toberein be did 
f place his name, and paint with the pencil, 02 elfe in Alaz 
’ batter did qrane bis figure. } 
Adrian feafted and made a areate banquet bnfo bing 
Cofdroe, at that time king of Parthians, ¢alfo bid refto2e 
him his dauadter, tubich was committed fo2 hottage tuto 
fhe god Traianc,and a litter curioufly tzcught twith fils 
ner, colde and Unicozne, and gave him alfo many other 
icwels . Many kinges of Afia and ofber qreate Poinees, 
came fo bifite and to honour Adrian, toho gaue thenrall fo 
noble enterfeinement, and fo highly retrarded them, that 
create twas the honour and magnificence be obtained as 
| monger 
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srondeft thent.: Pharafmano king of the Albans refutinge 
fo bifite the Emperour Adrian, and fo renue the league 
wade befWwitt bintand the gay Traiane: nof many dapes 
after, Adrian wanted not occafion fo di{poffeffe hint of his 
eftate, and to bathe hin all Afia, conitratned thereby to 
craue bpon bis knees, Mobich wouls haue been gtuen him, 
fitting in bis chay2e. Adrian, trauetling and tourneping 
thoughout Afia, tilifing bis pocfitentes, pocurezs, and 
chicfe officers, finding amonageft them faultes of creat ene 
Ounifie, id punihe the fame twith mofke crucll chaililes 
mentes. Whe caufeis not buknowen of the difpleafure 
that Adrian bid beare bnto Antioche, inbich batred was 
fo ateate, that be trauatled to diutde Syria from Phoeni- 
cia, to the ende that Antioche thoulde not be the head of 
fomany proutnces. Wifiting alfo the inbole countrie of 
Arabia, be came bnto the renoumed titie of Pelufio, onelp 
to tifite the fepniture of theareat:Pompcius, which be re- 
nued and enriched, and alfo did offer greate and fumptus 
pus facrifices, in the honourof the great Pompcius:iwhers 
of the Romaine people being abuertifed, receiued nofmall 
delight... Be did not onelp honour the fepulfure of Pom- 
peius, buf alfo caue greatereiwatbes tuto the people of 
Pelufio, becaule they bad that fepulebee in reuerence, 
placing bppon the fepulchze with ‘bis otwne-handes this 
berfe as follotweth;Ofla virt magni, tenui quam claufa fe- 
pulchro. | 
Howe fmall atumbeiof limeand fronesy. 
Conteines a valiant watriour S: Spelt 
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Of of the chines, twberin the empetott Adrianiues 
" Aerued mo iuttly to be praifes was,h Wal mé be diep 
Out, great 
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great magnificence and liberalitic : fo2 that naturally, in 
receiving be was a niggard; butin giatng berp bonntifull. 
Chere was not ever any thing demaunded, that be gaue 
not 2 ifit were not prevented by fome others futte, tobich 
alfvayes be did recomfoet with hope fo2 time fo come. 
” he rewardes of his noblenefie, was the nift of townes, 
i cities cattles,O20ninces,kingdomes, mountaines, rivers, 
flockes o2 beardes,falt marithes, milles, offices : and not 
’ onely fuch as bapned in the gouvernement of the common 
” swealth : but alfo he gaue the boztles out of his fable, the 
” carments fo2 bis. perfor, the poutfion for bis difpences, 
” and the money fo2 bis chamber : in {ach wife, that to velt 
” uerothers from neceflitie , be bzought bim felfe in to 
> ant of prouifion. Adrian in bis life teas noted of dt 
ners wweaknefics anddefections, which tucre both colous 
redandcoucred, with bis large and bountiful giftes. 
Great were the rewardesthat he gaue bnto Epiteus, and 
Eliodorus philofophers : but much moze twas bis liberalis 
fic tolvardes Phauorinus,bpcante be both qaue bim great 
gobdes, and honour in the common toeaith. His cuttome 
was, when be fent for any fo feruc him in the twarres, to 
give bint al things neceflarte fo2 pfamte , that is tofay,ars 
mour fo fight, € mtoney to fpend, Adrian being aduertifes 
of a noble gentleman of Numidia,named Malacon, a man 
both valiant ¢ warlike : tubo refuting fo receine the vfuall 
rewwarde that Adrian gaue bnte fuche as did accompante 
him in warres; fapde bnto him: Feis moze reafon that FZ 
fhould prenentthe, in noting mine office, then thou thouls 
Deft precede mi in doing thy dufie : whichis to fay,that 
before thou beainne fo. fiabt, ‘3 Moulde beginne to gratifis 
thee:fo2 in the end,it ig much moze that thou dock fo2 me, 
in addenturing thplife, then J in reivarding the with my 
gods, Dany times Adrian would boatk him felfe, that be 
couloe nener remember that be: bad eaten alone, but ale 
Wwayes did eate tthe compante of Pbilofopbers that dils 
puted th Whilofopbie.: epther elfe of capteiucs, that div 
talke and ‘conferre in matters of Wwarre, ; 6 
| Rinne £ 
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De twas neateinbis apparel, curious and delicate tit. 
bis diet. Cramining the ozver of the dict of his hontholoe, . 
and finding the prouifien prouided for the honour there: :, 
of, tobe imbesiled and purloyned by officers , be com ., 
niaunded them tobe tobipt, andfurned out of bis cates: ‘ 
fo2 notiwithfanding,be hada noble mynode, to gine a P20¢ : 
uince fo2 a reward, be had not patience fo (uffer 02 endure, “ 
fhe deceit 02 fealth ofa pennie. Adrian was aman both ’ 
feuere, gladfome, graue, courteous , pleafant, fu ffering, 
rathe,patient,furious,a fauer, liberall, a difembler, pitis 
full,¢ cruell : finally, be vas bariable in bis bices, and ins 
conffant in berfues : bycaufe be dtd not long abitcine front 
cuill , epther long continue in doing gwd. Adrian tnto 
bis friendes, toas bothe gratefull and bnkinde: that isto 
fay, be gaue them much gods, and did not much efeme >» 
fheir honour, Oreat inconuentence did folloive the Eme;s 
perour Adrian, fo2 bis infidelitie and want of faith onto »» 
bis friendes ; tubich dtd moft clearely thewe lt felfe it Ta- »> 
tianus, Nictus, Seuerus, and Septitius : hon at one time »» 
be helde fo friends, ¢ after did perfecute them as enimies, 5» 
Eudemiusa noble Gentleman of Rome,be twas fo great a 5» 
frend tuith Adrian, that be offered facrifices nto the TODS 5». 
fogiue him the Cmpire: and after Adrian din beare him ., 
fo great hatred, that be did perfecute bint,not onely tocatt., 
bint out of Rome, but alfo bntill he bad bought bim to er: ., 
freme pouertie. Polenus and Marcellus, were of Adrian ,, 
fo euil handled and perfecuted, that they chofe rather fo ,, 
dpe with their otune handes : thei fo live puder bis (102 .5 
uetnement, Eliodorus, a moft famous man intetters, ,, 
both Oreke and Latine, was not onely of Adrian pers ,, 
fecuted,but alfo put to death, and fo2ne in pieces: twbofe ,, 
death was much betwailed for that be fas profitable onto ,, 
the tobole comon twealth,Oluidius, Quadratus,Catalius,¢ ,, 
Turbon,auncient Contuls, twere by Adrian perfecuted, ,, 
although not put to death, bycaufe every one (eking fo ,, 

faue bislife,twere banifgep Rome andall Italie. Zhe no> ,, 
ble Conful Seucrianus, hutbanve nto Sabina, fitter onto ,, 
Egpeut ©,b, Adrian 
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Adrian, of the age of a bundzed and ninetic peates, Was 
» conftrained fo dye, fo2 no ni02¢, but fo2 that be bad repos 
» tedto haucitued the neath of thirtene Cmperours, ¢ that 
» if Adrian houtd dye firff, if Mould make vp the number 
,. Of Hitj.the which, oben Adrian pnderftode, be rather de 
,. termined to take bint from amongett the lining, then be 
,, fyould reckon hin amnonatt the veade. 30 all things Adri- 
an {wag Very wel learned: that is to fay reading, waiting, 
Ginaing, painting, fighting bunting, plaving,and difputing 
but that be bad therewith a tache 02a fault : which was, 
that if he knewe muche, hepefumed much, toberein be 
{as noted of all men, bycaufe befcorned allmen. After be 
enferedinto Acgypt, be gaue bim felfe onto Attrologte : 
and held fo2 cuftome pearely fo {write out of that fctence, of 
al things that thould bappen that peare : tobich alfo be did 
inthe peare that be dyed, but obteined not the knowledge 
thereof. 

Adrian in one thing nid feeme to excell , in that be 
neuer defired the knowledge of any facultic, art,o2 (ciences 
but that be procured fo be finguiar, ‘pe overcame many 
{warres With armes , but he dtd appeate and cut off many 
moze with aiftes:bicaufe bnto piners peoples, cittes, and 
townes, be gaue libertic and prinileges, and to his 1L02d8 
and biccroyes, be qaue great retwardes. Aithouah in fome 
particular things, touching both friendes and enimies, be 
(hetwed binrfelfe both affectionate, and alfo patfionate: 
oniuerfally, ag touching the weale of the common twelth, 
Adrian was allvapes friend in miniftrinaiuftice, Cdiben 
there happened any graue matters; at the fouden.be wold 

furioufly be altered; buf at the time of iudgement and d¢4 
terminatid, ferionlly be din both confiner € eramine thent. 
He did filbame determine matters without counfel, and 
tothisend chiefly bfcd the aduice of Siluius:and Nerati- 
us, fhe moft learned of that age, and app2oued bp the Dee 
nate, Maturally,be was of an pnquiet heart ,andof cone 
Ditionintermedling. At Did happen onto him many times 
inreading of biftozies, when be found of any place 02 colts 
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fric, that twas poffeffed of any ertremitiec, 02 finguiaritie, 
that be could not come fo the tietue thereof, with ertreme 
Defire, be did many tintes crotwe both ficke and fozrotofull, 
JPofwithitanding be was large and of great magnanturts 
fie with Whilofophers, with countries, with mien of warre, 
and with bis friends: much nio2ze toas bis maqnificence fo 
the minifters of iuftice: and being Demaunded of Fauori- 
nus, why be twas fo bootiful bute them, anfiwered: I make 
the minifters of iuftice riche : bycaufe, by robberic of 
iuftice, they thall not make other men poore. 


CHAP. XIII. 
Of the lawes that Adrian made. 


Any and right neceffarie laiwes tucre made by A- 

drian , tobiche Were approucd by the Senate, and res 
cetued of fhe common tuealth, and long thine chferued, 
We did o2deine, that ifanp man would remoue fremione 
cifte fo an ofber, that at bis owne libertie he miabt (ell 
bis houfe, buf not fo aduenture to pull if Downe, epther to 
fel 02 make paofite of the ftuffe therof: bycanfe the autho- 
ritie of a common wealth is impayred, when the buil- 
dingsberuinated. We did alfo ogdeine, that when anp 


nian twas condemned fo dpe fo2 offences of great enomntle ” 
fie, and his qades confifcate, that bis chtlozen,thouloeine ” 
ioy the tenth part of thofe qades: in fuche twife, that fo2 ” 
fhat, whiche was falien from them, they bad to beinaile ” 
fhe offence of theit fathers, anv fo2 that tobich tyas gis ” 
uen them, thep Houlve feele, andalfo commende the cles ” 
miencie of the Pince. ef 


Alto there {were cerfaine cafes forbidden, in tobiche if 
any mat did fall , ozincurre , be twas accufed as tf be 
Hav comunitfed qreat treafon againge the ettate Mevall 
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of the Prince + all wwhiche Adrian pid remone and adnibts 
late: affirming, that thofelatwes, twere but of (mall fers 
nice, tothe bebofe of the P2ince, and to the great offence 
ofthe commonwealth.  Alfo the Romaine Pzinces dtd 
bfe toinberite the awds of ftraungers:iwberin Adrian did 
o2deine, that the chilozen, 02 the nert of the kinne fhoulte 
iniope thefame.  Alfo be ogdcined, that tobat fo ever be 
tere, Chat founde bid treafure, in bis one inberitaunce, 
(houla inioy the tohole ; and if tt toere founde in an other 
sans inverttaunce,the otoner thereof fhould haue the one 
moitie : and if it were foundein publike o2 common place, 
that then it ould be equally parted with the Confifcato2. 
Alfo he ordeined, that no man what fo ever, of bis own aus 
thozitie fhould kill bis Maue, foz any offence: but tobe res 
mitted onto the Xudge, deputed bythe Peinee, Alfobe 
made alatwe of refourmatton, both fo2 cating of fuperfius 
ous meates,and allo fc2 Wearing of garments, epther ta 
» many, 02 ouer coftlp. Alfo he did ogdeine, that none that 
»» fo cuer,(hould goe 2 be carried in alitter : anoone whiche 
» he bad, be commaunded foz erample, fo be burnt, in tbe 
» market place. be alfo commaunded that Confuls, and 
Senatours, within the compate of Rome, fhonld weare 
their qownes, whiche Iwas a garment of peace. Be alfo 
o2deined,that yong men that wanted their parentes,(huld 
haue tuto2s bnto the age of fiue and tiwentie peares; ale 
thouah they weremarried. Be alfo did oweine, that no 
flaue fhould be folde, eyfher man o2 woman, fo any ruffie 
atietter, 02 tugaler: affirming the poffeffion of faues, fs 
be moft bniufl, brite fuche as wander in tdleneffe all the 
Daves of their life. Alfo be Divogvetne,that nierchants, 02 
> (uche as dealt with erchaunae,that beake thetr credite, 02 
>» fpere bankrupts without int caufe, but only of couctoufs 
» nefle, by Defraude to inrich them felues ; to be fet bpon the 
» pilloziein the market place, and afteriwardes tobe bant- 
» fhep Rome foz evermore. He didozdeine, that none tbat 
focucr, ould (uffer erecution within the citie of Rome: 
affirming.that fo generous a cific, and confecvate dato the 
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(ads, {were not conuentent fo be defiled With the bloude 
of ivickedimen. Alfa be did oadetne, that men and A 01 a 
fhoulse bane their fenerall bathes , and (hat tobofee ene :, 
{hould erifer info the forbtaden place, to fier death fo2 i i 
fame, Alfobe aid ogdaine, that nepther feo the Watuce 22 
Confuls, any victuals Mould be taken from aiiy man: but 
that everp nian might fell fo fobonie he tooule, tobere be 
Would, and boty he might, Be did odeine,fhat no woman 
fouls adutture to beale with woods, evther that any man 
(halo pecfume fo cure with cBpoun® nredtetues:but fo per 
fourme all {heir cures, inith fimple! bearbes. #n buildings : 
be DID chiefly imitate bis 030 Traiane: that ts to fay,¢ ba £ 
in all countries,1B2cuinees,and hingdomes, bere be bad 
bene, be erected many and verp famous buildines:ieheres 
ini€is fo be noted, that be neuer placed bts owe name, 
but tntbe temple of Traiane, Zn Rome, in amanner be 
iuboly renued the temple nained Sy Dedicated Bris 
to the Ooddetle Berecyntha,anad where all the Cavs tere 
honoured, Lhe fielve of Mars inoloe time was compaffed, 
and by great anfiquitte the butloings falne flat bute the 
gtounde; ioberein Adrian did not only renie the decayed 
qwals, but alfo did furnith p fame WO very Kafely buildings. 
$e edtfied the reall palace named Neptunus, be enlarged 
the palace of Auguftus, he recotfied the bath of Tybcrius, 
be much aduaunced the temple of Titus: in all thele enifi- 
cose placed the names of fhe Detnees Chat tn times pak - 
built them, and not bts otune name twobiche bad reedifien 
thenr. FFrom the foudation be builf a ately baitae, which 
Was afterivards nanted Adrians b3toae, Be mave alfo fo2 
bint telfe a fepulchze,topning tute p river Tyber,) fones 
Wwhereof tere brought from India,and the workemen out 
of Greece. Be tranflated the temple of tle Goddefle of » 
good Fortune, and the fiaure of Decian the artificce that » 
ivas placed therein : that fvas offoarcat iets SE, fal > 
Hardly foure ¢ tiwentic Cliphants might rentouc 2! fate, » 
the tobiche fiaure twas pepicated bnta the EDarine ¢ 
Advian oid erect one ofger fo be Deticated tite the eset a 39 
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of noletie fucight 02 riches then the other: wwycreof the 
areat Polydore tuas workman, We butitin Rome a cers 
faine butloina, tobich many peares after thas namted,the 
mole of Adrian: and af thefe bayes is called, the caftle of 
of Saint Angelo. Be removed many rivers out of their 
chanels fo water the ficldes, pooucdt many fountaines, 
for provifionotcities. Bn Greece he evified a citte, tobtch 
in time pat, vas named Adrianopolis. = Jn the kings 
pointe of Daleftine, be reenifien the great cifie Hicrufalem, 
tobich han bane deftroyed by Titus and Vefpafian, and 
cane tf fo2 name, Elia, fog that bis olune name Was Ehus 
Adtianus. 


GHAPs: Sabu 


Of fome of his gratious and pythie 
{entences. 


"Tbe Cnrperour Adrian twas a Paince, not only tharpe 
ofindgemtent, and prouident ibis aftaires,but alfo of 
creat bobanitie, and grationsin (peache. Guo the cale 

>» was thus, that Fauorinusa bery frienne fo Adrian, baz 
> une an oloe houle, at the enterte tobereof, be bad rapled a 
» fratcly poche paynten tobite, be fayde outs bint; This 
, houfe of thine, feemeth a gilded pill,. whiche outwardly 
. giucth pleafure, but within isfull of bitternefle. dn other 
.frienve of Adrians, named Siluius, bery blacke of face,and 
.. ef euitl Gave of body, and comming ona cerfaine Day Onta 
,. the Walace, all clad tn twbite ; Adrian fapoe tute thete 
» thattwere poefent; That blacke face with that white gar- 
» ment,feemeth no other but aflye drownedina fponefull 
, oftmylke, he Emperour Adrian, Oppon a fine froit 
» bis Palace, bebeldea Senatour, tralong blacke gotones 
» Wearing opm the fame a Coztcrimion cloake. i qraine > 
AnD, 
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and demaunding, why be did Weare fuch apparell in (hat 
place; the Senatour anfivered, Syr, [ walke here with ° 

this red cloake, tofeeifmy good hap may mh ae eo th 
fome faire Ladie, GW herevnte Adrian readtlp anf iver 
Thou feemeft rather ared worme to fifh whee thenasa” 
man enamoured to fifhe Ladies. Q certaitie petion witty 
aboarieheade, craving a revarde, whiche at that time 
the Cmperonr denyed: the fare hoare headed felletuec | 
remenibing bun felfe,pouling bis heade, and fhautne bis | 
bearde, came againe tnio the Cmperour, fo renue bis 
futte sand Adrian bebolving foie be was altered, nrate 
fret, and aroiwue young , dtd anfwere: That which now 
thou craueft, I denyed vntothyfather. hey heide tt 
Rome many fierce beafies, fo maqnifie a tape of areate 
featting : and tobencerfaine Scnatours fapde vuto Adri- 
an, that if twas fometobat late, and biahe time to qo chace 
the beatts, be mate an{were : Ye might better hauc fayd, 
to be chaced ofthem, then the beafts to be chaced of men: 
for iftherebe ten that dare abide them,there beten myl- 
lians that runne away, 

here was in Rome, a certaine man named Enatius, ., 

fomeinbat entered in age, and of natarall condtffon , munz ; 
tinous,ambitious,impootune,intermenting,quarellous, €3 
full of garboyle : and being aduertifed that Enatius was ,, 
deade, be fellinfo a qreafe lauabfer, and liware, that be ,, 
could not alittle maruell, boiwe be conlde intend tobye: ,, 
confidering bis great bufinette both might and taye, 4 ,, 
ccrfaine aunctent citizen containing, onto the Cimperour 
Adrian, fo2 cerfaine fuites and caules paopounding bis bez 
waunde, and alfo replying an an{ivere tuithout interim 
fot, remanuing tuithout all manner, any meane fo2 tbe 
Cmperour tofpeake, anfivered: Friende, if thou feece 
on both cheekes, we may not eate both together: Sures 
Ip, it Was ananfivere berp faye, and ofarcat bobanitic : 
foo, thereby be caus him to onoerfanse, thatif be bot} 
propouride and aniwere, be could not gine Hun tofice. 
Zhers . 


Bet en 
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_ There twas a Senafour in Rome, named Fabius Cato, of 
” auncient peates,and amonatt the people, tn qreat crevite : 
* gut iopntly therewith be was amanofa {mail ature, 
” imhich would fone be offenved,and as fone be pleated: bins 
” ¢9 whonte ona time Adrian fayse: Since your chimney 
” is fo finall, you muft beware to lay much wood vpor the 
” Fee: for otherwife it will bealwayes {moakte.. 


CARE i 


Of the thinges that he did woor- 
thy prayfe, an dfome other 
things worthy dif- 
praife, 


"T Be Crperour Adrian, nia tfe and intreate fuch as did 

ferue bim, ber tocll and with great affection : but be 
mtight not indure thent, to prefume to be oner petuates 
for he tuould fay,that be beld them not to commannd bint,. 
hut te leruc him sand qretve not a little vifpleafed, with 
fuchas tuere not moderate in their dedes, and courteous 
in their wordes. Weittg in Spaincin the citie of Taragon, 
he bebeloe in a garben,one of bis weane feruaunts, walks 
ing betivirt two Senafours : Ynfo tobome he commanns 
dedto be cinenanreat blowe, with this aduertifement :. 
The Emperour commandeth this blow to be giuen thee, 
bycaufe thou fhalt beafhamed to prefume to walke, with 
fuch asthouartbound toferue. 3nbisayet be was ney 
ther temperate, much lefle agqozmound that bfen erceite ; 
for that he left not to cate of any thing, inrefpect of bealtd, 
no verfue but without apet, Did cate, both tubat and whe 
he iken. Zn wine be bad a qed rellith,and at fimes dpanke 
thereof {ofrankly, that be Dinvered the bealth of bis pers 
fon,andalfo the crevite of bis fame. Sibere twas in bts 
Dayes oreat earthquakes, pefilences,dearty,and hunger: 
int Gobich calamities, be Mheived him felfe a pitiful Bgintes.. 
and of great magnantiitie: bycante tn time of bunger.be 
Taug: 
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gane the people tobere With to be fufteined, and tn time of 
earthquakes, money toreedific, Be difcharged many cis 
fies of their whole tributes, and to others fome part he ree i, 
leafed: in {uche tile, that in all bis Cmpire there was ne 8 
cific, that netoly receined not, fone benefite at bis bande, 4 
epther delivered not from fome olde payment, {un the firk 
peare of his Cmpite,theriuer Tyber did fe ouerflotwe,that 
thse dapes dantage thereof, was not repapredin thee 
peates. ie was of the men of fwarre much feared,fo2 that 
be did chaftife them sand noleffe beisued, bycaufe be ato 
pay them. he chietett canfe,of bis qreat pape in Choe 
nicles,.o2 of turiters of hiozies, andthe tender affection 
fhat the Romaines did beare Him, proceeded, that in time 
of peace, be belde bis men of warre in great ciuilitic: and 
in fine of Wwarre, be gouerned the common wealth, asifi€ 
had bene in peace. Alwayes when the Senatours repays 
red onto him, cpther to eate,o2 fo2 affaires, be dinaliwapes * 
entertaine them Landing : and if they were Confuls, be »° 
came fo2th fo recetue them, andifthep were Judges, be »° 
Did rife tohen they came before him : and if they twere of: » 
ficers of the Senate , be would fometwbat ffoupe oz nod » 
Iwith the head : in fuche wife, that with all, be bled areate » 
courtefies andinfpeache and conference, nolefle b2bante » 
fic. Worepaire temples,to prouive priettes, and to offer 9 
facttfices, be was a 722ince both carefull and diligent: and 
fopntly therewith it ts to be noted, he contented not tothe © 
inuention of newe Denices, and muche lefle did he admit 
iraungecuitomes, = | 


CHAP. XVI. 
‘Whore Adrian did adoptto fucceede 
se" “him in hisEmpire,; | 


A seet the Cmperour Adrian hap frauelled tna mare 
her thooughout the wo2ld,by fea andlanve, and patted * 
both colde and beate, be fell D A aticuons ficknetle : be 


OF 


Himfelfe,aiuing occafion therof,fo2 that in his dyet, etther 
in the time of beate, 02 colde, did filbome 02 hardly dfe anp 
oder. Weelently bpon bis icknelle, bis heart was tous 
ched with great care, bpon the oetermination, whom be 
{hould avopt fo the fuccefton of the Cmpire: bycaufe mas 
ny did follotwe Him, that vio much defire it, but berie fewe 
that inveferucit., Whe death of Scuerian, Dion both res 
> port, was after thismanner. Adrian ona certatne Dave 
» at his Dinner, fapd onto the Confuls that fate at bis tables 
> 4 would bane you name meten men, tn (ctence learned, 
> and fincere of life: Dnte one of which J may commend, afe 
> ferimp Daves, the eftate of the common wealth. Shey all 
» Hing filerice bnto fhat demaund, Adrian fayd : reckon me 
> but nine,fo2 4 bane one, andfuch a one, as is my beotbher 
>» inlatwe, Scuerian : fo2 that be bath both age, and grauifie, 
>> After a felwe dayes, that thefe things dtd paffe, Adrian bes 
» ina in areal daunger thoough a fore of bloude; that beake 
» forth without ceafling at bis nole : doubting that irl bis 
» life {houloc baue finithed, before the bloude would haue 
» flaunched: did point with bis finger, Lucius Comodus ta 
» be bisfucceffour, And after recovering mio2e health, be 
» {was aduvertifed, that Seuerian and Fufcus his nephew, corns 
» tinued murmuring, at that tubichbe be bad commaunded > 
» and that onto him the Cntpire was not directed: Adrian 
» beganne to difvaine and abbozre bim twith great batred.: 
» SChis Seuerian of the age of ninetic yeates, Adrian conts 
» maunded fo be Maine : bycaule-be fet bun lelfe ttheams 
» periall chaire, and gaue onto fuch as were infanour with 
» the Emperour, afolemne fupper , and bycaufe in {ecrete, 
» he had conference with the capteines of tuarres. Bes 
» foxe that Seuerian dyed, bee determined fo bane ginen the 
» Empire onto the Conful Fufcus, which was his nephetve: 
» but tuber Adrian onbderftmde,that Fufcus had conference 
» with Magicians and Sothlayers, tobe aduertifed, if be 
»» Hould.intoy the Empire, be put him fo death:infuche 
»» wife, that be both loft the inberitaunce,and alfo bis life. 
ss Pletorius Metus, came to bifite Adrian in bis ie : 
eT ma : whiche 
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Which being bis great frend, be twould neither beate nog (ee: »» 
bicaufe be did tmacine,9 be came not fo bifite,but to inher » 
rite, Gentian fhe Conful , ancdle and auncient Romaine, » 
alfobe perfecuted, fo2 no other caule, but for that be one » 
derftode, be was both liked and honoured of the Senate: »» 
and that all men 2t3 hope hee (houlde fucceede binvin the »» 
Empire. Whe Emperour Adrian aidnener thelwe him » 
felfefocrnellin bts life, as be aiv fomelwhat before bis », 
death :bycaule all thofe that bethought, oid Hope to fuce », 
cede bintinthe Empire, he commaunded fo be banif}ed » 
orflapne, Weinafickeina village , nated Tiburtina, », 
of afluce of bloude, where be remained many daves bothe ». 
vefuerate , Onruly , and out of temper: fo that be ban », 
no patience, tothinke that he Moulne dyc, and an other» 
fhouloe fucceede bint, . 

Where was alwwayes fome bnkindnefle betwirt Hin, ., 


andthe emperefe Sabina, but in fhe end, Adrian vfed fucd ,, . 


(kill, that fecretlp he gane popforbnto bis wife Sabina, ,, 
whereby the finiihen bie life, and be lot bis fufpicton. ,, 
GAhen Adrian percetued that of neceMitte be mull neds ,, 
Dye, and fiat an other mu bane bis Cmpire, be appotn- ,, 
ted Cenoio fo2 bisfucceffour , fonne tnlatwe tuto Niger: ,, 
aud this be pip again the nindes of all them whiche dtd ,, 
ferac bint, and alfo of all {uch as did be lone bim:bicaule ,, 
many others {emedto beof nioze deferuing, and alfo of ,, 
moze abilitiefo gouecrne the Cmpire, Tinto this Ce- ,, 
noio be gaue the name of Elio vero Cefar : and fotbeende ,, 
ff (hould be gratefull onto the people, and confirmied of the ,, 
Senate: be gaue them the Circen playes, which was buto ,, 
them bery acceptable,¢ did diftribufe thzoughout Roine, ,, 
foure thoufand Sertercies, P2efently dpon the adoptid of ,, 
Cenoio, be gauc bint the Peetourhhip, he placed him bee ,, 
fore the Panoniaes , which were admitted fo qoe nert bis ,, 
perfon,did create bin thelecont time Conful , oto fet bint |, 
at ‘bis ofvne fable, and did permit to accompanie hinrin |, 
the lifter; finally, Adrian did infreate bimvas bis fonne, ,, 
and all did ferue binvas their dob, o MEE 


jae ae? 


ie 
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« © ’Boefently after that, Cenoio was adopted,be fell fitke} 
of fhe difeafe of death sin fuche wife, as be hadnot lealure 
fo giue thankes bnfo the Senate : whereof A drian being 
aduertifed, fapde bnfo the Senate: Vnto aweake wall 
were we {ta1ed,that day when Cenoio was eleéted.Cenoio 

~ dpedin the kalends of Januarie, for which caufle he twas 

” not belwailed of the people : fo2 that moneth being dedicae 

” ted bnfo the God Janus, no Romaine dur betwatle the 

” Dead, epther btter any fo2rowes fo2 the liutna, Adrian 
finding bim felfe moze oppreffed with infirmitic,oin adopt 
and declare Antoninus Pius bis fucceffour : bpon conditis 
on;that be Hould adopt fhe gad Marcus Aurelius,and his 
bother Annius:Verus. be adoption of Antoninus, was 
bifpleafant vnto fom,but efpectally nto Attilius Seuerus 
oho with qreat care did folicite the Cmpire fo2 him felfe : 
and af that time being W2efect of the citie,fome be did coz 

_ Yupt with money, and fome with faire peomifes: but A- 

drian being aduertifedof p Web that Attilius hadin bande, 
DID not commaund bim fo be Maine, but tobe banithed all 


Ttalie. 
CHAP, XVIL 


Howe and wherethe Emperour 
Adrian dyed. > © 1 HG S 

7 ()2 the dap that Adrian commaunded the olde Seueri- 
an tobe put toneath, before the erecutioner came to 

cut bis theote.tn a veffel be put certaine coles, adding thers 
bute fome tncenfe, lifting bp bis epes Bnto heauchjhe fatd: 
You immortall Gods [take to witnefles if Ibe culpable 
wherein lam accufed, and for whichthis daye Iam con- 
demned and put to death,and ioyntly therewith I requeft. 

~ and befeech you, thatin teftimonie of my innocencie, ye 
giuemeno other reuengement : but that when “Adrian 

~ dhalldefire to dye, hemay not dye.) son Mi. peee 
fr uv dto2 the time that the Conful Scuerian was erecuted, 
Adrian neuer intoped one day of health, but matiy times 
Belired fo dye 5 and foughe occafions to kpll bim ig ¢ 
i) us 
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but Antoninus Pius bnderitanding thereof,commanntcd 


bim fo be quarded by daype, and Wwatchea by niaht. Wes » 


ing alapled {with evtremie infirmitic, and nof able epiher ” 
to cafe, 02 flepe, he many times fought benome fo d2ttilie, ~ 
fometimes be would baue a knife to kil! bien felfe, foines » 


times be wold not eate, by pure buger fo bafien bis teath: » 
whereof the Senate being aduertifed, they did humbly » 
crane, that it might pleafe bis ercellencie,fo bane patience » 
in that infirmitic,fince the Gods twere pivaled to lenathen > 
bis life. Adrian twas much defpited, twith this tuite of tbe » 
&enate: and fo much difpleated with him that faydit,that » 
he fhouldbetaken andputfodeath. Adrian pada Ware » 


bar named Mattor, both faithfull and valiaunt, that dio 
attend on bis perfon tohen be aid hunt, being bis auncient 
feruaunt : whom be 01d mok infkantly defire, and fecretly 
thoeaten, to difpatch bim of bis life: but the barbar being 
terrifies, to beare fuch Wwo2des, fledoutat gates, iby 
chaunce be recouered a knife into bis bandes, whercetvith 
be would bane difpatched him felfe; but by force tt Was taz 
kenfrom bim, but theretwith and from thence fo2twarde, 
moe deftrous fo dpe, and his life moze batefull bnto hint. 
Adrian bad alfo a Pbyfictan bognein Africa, this man be |, 
did mol inffantly requeff, to minifer buto him fome poy. | 


fon,to finith bis fogrotwful and mot tuzetchedlife sfobate- 
full onto bim felfe : but the Bbyfician was fo falthfull ou 
fo bis lo2d,¢ not able Corelitl the (utt of bis fouereigne, de, 


termined fo d2ink p fame,¢ fo die, Adrian holding bim (elf, 
for p moft bnfortunat, ¢ the ertremelf to2etchin difirefic, 
that fo much defired death, and could not but line: ¢ mot 
frulp p (uit of Seucrian bnto fhe gods, was molt thoough- 
ly perfourmen in bint: that is to fay, that they tuoulde iti 
large bis life, taben he Mhould oefire fo bye. Antoninus Pi- 
us betng notw declared,and confirmed fo2 Cefar,and Adri- 
an cuery day finding bun felfe to gralwe in tuecabneffe, dee 
parted front Rome, tnto the pot ef Baias, where heres 
maiicd, bing many experiences tiimedtcines ad bys 
ficke ; twhich fo2 bis health did little prolife, aut to Mo2ten 
DW, big 
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bis life,caucfome affiffaunce, Adrian oped tu that poot of. 
Baias,the firt tay of Zulp: and twas buried ina village nas 
nied Ciceroniana. ie lined theelcore and tivo ypeares, 
ad reigned one andfiwenfie peares, fire monethes, and 
firtene dayes, Before Adrian dyed, he commaunded 
this berfe to be placed bpon bis fepulehee, Lurbamedi- 
corum, Regeminterfecit. Tibich ts to fay, The Emperour 
Adrian by trufting Phyficians, gaue fo haftic anend vn- 
to his yeares. 


The life of the Emperour eAnto- 


ninus Pins,compiled by Syr 


Anthonie of Gueuara,Bifhop of Mo- 
donnedo, Preacher, Chronicler, — 
& Counfeler ynto Charles 
the fifte. 


4 ah rave 


 & Ofthe lineage and countrie of the Em- 
perour pate arias ers Pius. 


Sn Pe nafurall countrie of the Emperour 
4) Antoninus Pius, twas of Gallia Tran- 
A fal pina, iwbtehe ts as muche to fay, of 
f Ctoecte Fraunce: and iwas boone in a cis 
z\tic named Nemefa , twhiche from the 
4 AG tine of Iulius Cefar, twas eftablithen a 
=———=" Colonel! of Rome. His grandfather 
twas named Titus Fuluius,a man both generous and vali» 
aunt, who in the finies that lulius Cefar did conquer 
Fraunce, td bfter his qreate parcialitic in the bebalfe of 
the Romaine Cmpirte: fo2 tobiche caule after the warres 
were ented, became toRome. Titus Fuluius inating 
ints 
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info Italie, and fefling in Rome, had happie and great fuc- 
ceffe: for the jfathers of the Senate, befioes their res 
commence fo2 ferutce, they made bint a citisen of Rome. 
We had fuche (hill fo profite him felfe by that liberfie, and 
proued fo cunning to content the people, that withta the 
{pace of foure yeares, be ivas tivice Conful, once Coners 
rout of the cifte, andonce Judge: tn fuche wife, that bis 
bertue was moze benefictall then others, to be naturall 
of the countric. 

She father of Antoninus Pius, {vas named Fuluius 
Aurelius :a man berfuoug andlearned, and noleile thet 
bis grandfather Titus, toas tivice Conful : bis grandmas 
ther of the mothers fide, fvas nanted Bobinia , and the 
father of bis mother, tebtche toas, Arrius Antoninus, 
waste lefle efteemed inthe Romaine Empire, then twas 
bis otber gradfather: for be eas Zudae five peres, Baller 
of fhe hozfie men one peare, Bribune of the people anos 
ther yeare, and inthe ende, tivo times Conful. bis 
Arrius Antoninus, twas a great perfecuter of Domitian, 
a aveat friende of Nerua,and verte paiuate With Traiane: 
twhiche tuben be percetued Nerua fo accept the Empire 
being fo olde, be had greate compaffion of hint, and fayde 
thefe tuozdes: My friende Nerua, I giue thee to vnder- 
{tande, eyther 1tisfome curfle from thy predeceffours, or 
fome vengeaunce that the Goddes will take of thee : 
fince they permitte thee to take the Empire, and at the 
time ofmoftneede, to haue counfell, they depriue thee 
of thy found and goodiudgement. 

Whe gwd olpe Nerua, did fo fenfibly fle thefe foo2de8, 
fpoken by bis friende Antoninus, that habit not beene bp 
the great impoztunitie of Traiane, be pad prefentlp res 
nounced fhe Empire : which if be bad done, as afterwards 
be din, be badnot erred: bycaufe bis age was fe qreate, 
and bis frenath but ipeake . Antoninus Pius bad a 
father inlawwe,named Lulius Lupus, thich long time twas 
a Senatour, that delired not to beare office, but with bis 
patrimonic Coliug in quictnetly. 
| Dy. Anto- 
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Antoninus Pius married with the vaugljfer of Annius 
Verus, too tuas named Annia Fauttina, a twoman of erz 
celling beautte , andthis was mother tuto the famous 
Fauftine, tuife bute tbe areat Emperour Marcus Aures 
lius, Antoninus Pius , and Fauftine bis tolfe bad tive 
fornnes, bch oted in their pouth: and alfo five daughters, 
of which the elder teas marricd Onto the Conful Sillanus, 
Wwhich alfo diedin their pouth be feconddanabfer ( as 
the mother ) was tamed Fauftine, ¢ married bnto Mar- 
cus Aurelius, in tubome the fuccefiton of the Cmpire dtd 
reniaine, Antoninus Pius had but one fitter , named Iu- 
lia Fadilla, homie be tenderly loved: not onelp, for that 
he had nowmoz2e, but hecaufe they tere fivonnes and bo2ne 
both afa birth, Antoninus Pius was boone the riti. dave 
of Dectober,at a certeine place named Laurina: which afs 
terwardes be aid nobilitate with Catelp buplainges , and 
indued with areat priutleges, and alfo div amplifie the 
boundes thereof, which were but (hort and narrowe. An 
fhe mofte time of bis infancic, be vas nourifbed with bis 
fathers father: and being m02¢ enfred info peres, be cons 
finned with bis other qraund father bp the mothers fide: 
and tuas fo berfuous and fo well inclined , that be was 
pleating onto all men,and beloued of all perfons: be attate 
nied fo be knolwen onto all bis qrandfathers both of fatber 
and mother, who all fired their epes bppon Antoninus,as 
{well to inueft bim with learning, as to endue bim with ris 
ches and wealth: fo2,as be affertwards reported of thet, 
they bled fo fave, that they faucured him moze fo2 bis bers 
fuc, then fo2 affinitie, CUith bis graundfathers be lears 
ned both touncaes of Greekeand Latine, be gaue bin felfe 
snoze fo Cofmographie, then to any other {ctence, anddto_ 
muche oelinht to talke With men of fraunge nations, to 
give them to bnderflande , that be did knowwe all the pars 
ficulatities of their countries , by fcience, as they did by 
experience, Weing fo intirelp beloued of bis graundfas 
thers, they beloe him alwayes incompany twith Pbuolos 
nhers; toho of bis olune naturall condition, delighted ie 
ut 
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putin the company of the bertuous: tohereofit procaded, 
that after he became focrucll anentinie bnto the wicken, 
ain fo perfect a friend nto gadmen, The cuftomes and 
companies that Princes dotakein their youth: they loue 
and followeafterwardes when they be men, 


CHAP.II. 


@ Of the inclination,proportion, and naturall 
fafhion of his bodie. 


Ntoninus Pius twas of an bigh fature, fender and bez 
ry freiaht, bis eyes fometwbat outtward, black haye, 
fhicke bearde , Wwhife , rare,and gaptothed, bis face 
white, merrie,qladfome,and fatre,in fuch wile, that be dio 
rather peouoke, fo beloned, then feared, aturally, be 
{nas of areat health: bis teeth excepted, tobich be lott bee 
fooxcbecametoage. Wiben a cerfeine cunning manmade ~” 
offer fo be bound fo place him teethe wherewith to (peake ~» 
andeate; Antoninus made bimaunfwere: Since neuer » 
from my harte proceeded fained or double woords3there » 
fhall neuer enter intomy mouth, counterfete teeth, Zhe » 
want of bis f&th, made hint to eat With patne, and utter » 
inbis(pache. Weing touched with a Jeter fo2 bis Tame » 
mering, Antoninusaunfivered: I recke not greatly to » 
{tumble in wordes, fo that I erre not, and {tand vp right » 
indeedes, Att Rome there was a Senatour named Tauz » 
rinus, liberall in {peechbe, and not fober tndiel, who rez » 
p2ouing-Antoninus fo2 that his teth failed bint, bothe fo » 
eateandfpeake, aunfinering , aide: 4 content to that > 
Which thou faict:fo2 that 2, if Y twoulde , mapuot bea - 
alutton: but thou maifl, and wilt not leauc fo be malict- >, 
ous. Many Peinces did evcell Antoninus Pius tn {etence, ,, 
put none did matche him in eloquence : fo2 that o2dinart- 
iy, be pin talke in theiatine tounge, ¢ did difpute tn the 
Greeke. $e twas naturally very well conditioned, which 
hadin hint mofke apparance, fog that alwayes bis wa2ds 
49.0. were 
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tere fitheut malice , and bis thonabfes without tulpis 
cio. Althouah be were of complerton cholertive fanguine 
{which aiucth men occafion tebe ratye and foudein, tf had 
tio place it Antoninus Pins, foz that be was conttarnit tit 
abnerfities, and patient in iniuries, CA bent tt bis peefence 
they fatde any ivmzdes that did gricue 02 offende Hin, 02 
brought bin any fozrotvfall netwes: in biting of bis lipp, 
in cafting dotwne bis eyes, andlaying one band Opon ane 
other, they vniderttod bis great forvotw: buf toyntlp heres 
With, be was neuer {ene of any man, foudeinly fo 
chaunge countenaunce , muche lefle fo (peake any cracil 
or iniurious ivm2de, Before he yas Cmperour, be was 
fhe welthiet man of all the Cmpire: fo2 that be did inbes 
rite from bis foure araundfathers , greate and ample 
patrimonics: dnto whaine he was fole inberifour. Be tuas 
qiuen to gather, conferuc and augment his codes, tiches 
and wealth, but without all oppeeftion foany perfor, fo2 
that he lined onelyofbhinifelfe, defrauding no man of bis 
{nife. After be obteined the Empire, tohen by chaunce a- 
ny falke tas moucd of fhe couetoufnetle of men, andof 
theneceffitic of Princes, many times he twoulde faye: I 
giuethankes to the imimortall Gods; that fince [haue 
Beene Emperour , [haue not taken any thing fromany 
~ mans either before, that ener I was benighted with debt. 
” We had qreat affection to the workes of the ficloe, and 
> therein han not onelp the foles and thinges neceffarie fo2 
? the purpofe: that ts fo fare, buffes, oven, cartes, ploughes, 
> Hn he him felf would be occupicd in fowwing coone,cutting 
” bines,pouning trées,and at tines twould take the plough, 
» anomakea dosenof furrowwes. Pe twas eytreme in nos 
thing, but that in,and fo? all thinges , be placed bim felfe 
inthe niodeft: twbich be did bery well bifcouer tn the go- 
- pernement of big perfon and eftate: herein, neither foz 
his p2odiaall erpence , he was noted peoude * either fo2 
{pant ofa noble minde,ctdemed a niggard, pany fimes 
the Deauens being cleate, andat eftled faire fecather tn 


apparance, be tuould faye wvppon fuchea dape wee 4a 
| aus 
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baue raine, 02 chaunce of tucather , hereta he tener ers 
red; and manye fimes od aduoUche, that the know. 
leoge thereof proceeded not of (ctence, either of Wbdilofos 
phic, but of certeine experiences , whtch be gathered, 
wher he bea the labour of Che felde. Chen on a certeine 


fine, with bis knife be was pruning ofa plamb tree tit bis 
opcharde topning bute the biah tvay,a Scnatour faive one 7 
to him: firce you are an Cmperour, ceatie ta bfe the office ” 


of alabourer, Onto tobonte Antoninus aunf{wered: itis 


\@ 


) 


ww 


w@ 


leffe euil for an Cmperour fo prune trevsin bis ozcharse, ” 
then fo contume loft tinte in bis palace . Be was bery ate” 


tentiue to that tobich was (aide, and curionfip be dtd con: 
fiver, tobat ofbers din: chiefelp fo the ende fo attaine 
knowledge: for that naturally, be was tharpe and of de2 
licafe iudgement. Be was alluapes occupied , citherin 
reading, fudyping , ifputing, 02 doing fomethinge with 
bis bandes: andivberein be twanted (hill, be difoained 
not fo crane tobe taught. Altwayes fo2 the moe parte, 
be tent bare beaded, theough much beate be had therein: 
and one aduifing bim, the ap2e of Rome tobe bery burke 


full, and therefore riaht neceftarte fobaue bis bead cones 


red, aunfivered; allure mee from troubles of men ort | 


earth, and Jam afured that nothing thall offende niw, 
which the Dovs hal(end me frombeauen. be tas of 
him felfe excellent ta Wulike , oelighted therein, anda 
greate friente fo Mufictans. Antoninus Pius, tas fuche 
and fo ged, Chat all bearfes dD louc him , all toungs dia 

raife him, and all fuche as dtd not knows hin, but by res 
porte, bad hintin admiration: finally, be toas compared 
buts Numa Pompirlius, becaule tt bim there tere not 
moze berfues fo be dered, etiber one onely bice to be res 
pacbended, 
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CHAP IIT 


@ The workes of pietie which hedid , and the 
caufe, why he wasintituled An- 
toninus Pius, 


Inius Verus, father of the firft Fauftine, and father itt 
iatoe buito Antoninus Pius , became fo olde, that be 
{nag not able to fit on bozfebacke, either fo goon fote, but 
that be was ted and fraide by thearme, tofave bis optuiz 
on in the Senate: becaufe,from olde putrified men, ripe 
and found counfelsdo proceede, Antoninus Pius beeing 
the man that delighted fo leave bis old father , did Not ore 
iy gine bint way in foute places, but in going bp of faites, 
_, div rather feme fo beate bint, then leade him. Patling on 
_, acerfeine Day,and beboldine ant olde man named lulianus 
~ led onto p2ifon fo2 debt, and bnderftanding the caute, be 
” prefently paped the fame, and added a Wwo2ke of moze pits 
_, tie, that papde not onely all bis debfes, but gaue himalfa 
, £0 Cuftcine him ¢ his boufe. Jto2 that a pertall lave, pout, 
.” nonin that bebalf, that byinttice 02 other wife,none Huld 
{head bloud within the commpatte of Rome: fo2 this caufe af 
the gate Salaria, a place peputed for erecufion of offers 
Derg.and maifters alfo did there chattice thetr feruaunts: 
and thus it chaunced, that Antoninus Pius , paffing that 
{way, found there, many flaues bounde and beaten motte 
cruelly: be conceiued fo great vitie, fo fe them fo beaten 
iwithout pitie, that pretently be boughé themall: andthe 
fame dave be bought them , the verie fame Dape be made 
» them free. From his pouth if (was bis inclination fo bifite 
» the ficke, and to accompany fuche as qwere in fo2rowe, Bt- 
> fireffe,and out of comfort: (wherein fhe aad Antoninus 
». piofo tiuche btter the artefe, that pe hadof their qriefe, t 
>» he fo much fozretwed of their fozrotwe, that no mat pid fo 
» fenfibly féele bis otwnne gricte , as be pin belwaile the mul 
-- foxtuncofothers. | 
| st 


Emperour Anton.Pius, 125 


Anaunciont Romaine Midewe, which had -bnf one fonne, ” 
twhole miffoztune was fo kill another young man, adhe: ” 
ing condemned fo dye; the, fogrowfullsncthber cametame- ” 
fing, wailing,and crping onto the Cmpersur Antoninus: 
With whome be did fo earneffly and fo avicuoully weepe, » 
as if it had bene bis clone fonne. And being aduertifedby » 
his fricndes; andbis moft (peciall and painate fereaunts, » 
how cuil it became him fo weepe withandlike atwonran, » 
aunfivered: that forrowfull woman came tocrauchelpe » 
and fuccour for her fonnezand for that I may not relieue » 
her with fome remedie, I did afsift to bewaile her mif- >» 
chaunce;’ : 7 29 
‘Dhe Rothaines pad a cnftome, to leane the Dead bodies 9 
of menerecutedinthe fielaes: buf Antoninus Pius twas » 
the firft that gaue oder for (uch bodies fo be buried: afr » 
firming it fufficient, to take fronv men their tines,and not » 
fo fede beattes with their carcales. Jfrom the time of the » 
2oude Tarquine, the Romaines held fo2 cuftomes togine » 
malefacours.creat formentes,: the god Antoninus: d1D » 
fake alway all tortures, wherinith the members of mans >» 
bodie twas put indaunger3faping, that the tozment twas » 
fufficient that were fo chaftice, but not fo difmember, Fa- >> 
batus, Diofcorus, Lipolus , Macrinus5 Fuluius, Torqua- ; 
tus; Eucenius, Brufcos,and Emilins, thereof foure being 
Confuls; thoée Judges, and two Weeto2s,and banithed by 
Adrian, Antoninus gaue tbem all pardon : and fo2 that 
many did milltke this Dede, affirming tf fo be Done fo the 
preiudice of the fame and memogzie of Adrian; be aunfiuce 
red: Adrian my ilo2de dinnot erre lin that tobich be then 
DID: and J thinke J do noferrein that which 4 neive doe: 
becaute then, be. divit to profite bimn felfe by bis iuftice, as 
4 nowWwe doe fo obteine aduaunfage by clemencie. Cdbe- 
ther (o ever be lent ;:citherin Rome 02 other places of 
Italic, weekelp he did difite the pefoners.; and the pore. 
which be found therefor debt, be commmaunded the credt- 
fours with bis otune money fobe papde : and after that 
be bap thee tintes paive fo2 one man , andthe pas 
ound 
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found ir prifon fo2 debe: he commiannded him fo be delines 
red Onto bis crebitour for his flane, A fetwe dapes after 
this commatindentent, bis clemencie not able fo endure 
forico2ous Zulkice : notivithffanding the fenfence tas 
motte inf, he proutded at his otone cole once moze fo buy 
and to cine libertie bnto that pare man. As before recte 
fen, When Adrian twas ficke, and fodittemtpered With bis 
infirinitics, that fome be commannded fo be taker, fome 
banifhed, and forme putto death : but Antoninus Pius 
being adopted Aucultus, and being inneffed with the 
iwhole gouernentent, did neither arreff, banit}e 5 03 kill 
them: but onely commaunded to abfent them felues, and 
not fo appeare in his prefence. Amongell all the notable 
{noikes of pietie that Antoninus did perfourme,tuas,that 
Adrian ftriuing and tuatcbing to kill bim felfe, Antonie 
nus did ouerivat che fo preferuea line : being moffe true 
according to (enfualitie , be Mhouloe baue procured, and 
© pothaue aiuen anp impediment fo bane finithed bistifes 
fince tuto him , bothe boule; quvs, and efkate Moulve 
{uiccede. 
The Senatours, ¢ many other maciftrates of Rome, 
pid attempt toadnibilate the lawes, and monumentes ot 
Adrian: whiche Antoninus div mokt fiffely venive, with- 
ftand andrepulfe: and inthe ende not onely div caufe alt 
his actes to be ratified, confirmed, and allotued: but allo 
Did frame and bzing fo pate with the Senate, that Adri- 
an {hould be accomptedamongett the Gods. He built in 
the honour of Adrian a mofte: folentne temple ina cer> 
teine place , named Pufoll, and div furnithe the fame 
With Wrietes to ferue hint, and endaed them with rents 
to find them and were commonly named Adrians ppiefts. 
4n the honour of Adrian 5 be dtd inftitute cerfetne plas 
yes, intituled Luftra, to beplapedeuery fifth pere,foz the 
maintenaunce whereof, be-aautareat renfes.o 
°° MBefore Adrian died, he bad made foz him felfe a lamps 
tous fepulcbzeneare buto the river Tiber , tobetber 
Antoninus ‘bought bint te be buried , and bzougbt * 
patie 
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paffe tuith the Senatours , and the people of Rome , fa 


receiue him with nolefle ponour » thenif be bab beene a ,, 
line, Qo Peince had reigned inthe Cmpire , that had ,, 
not bene noted either cracll, 02 of final! pietic, Antont- ,, 
nus Pius excepted : oboe tith bis tounge, never come ,, 
inaunded man fo be flaine : either woulde eucr firme fens ,, 
tence of Death, 02 ener woulde bebolde any man erecuted: ,, 
becaule fo qreate twas bis clemensie, that be soa not bes ,, 


bolde the theaoing pf bloud... 
wip CHAP. IIII, 


ty Ofthe woordes that Adrian faide vnto the Se- 
nate, V when hedid adopt Anto- 
rs ninus Pius. 


i Stee tt that the Cmperoue Adri ian fvas recoueres of a 

cetteine great furfet, tt bapnes afterwards as be {ate 
at bis dinner, be twas taken Wan inceflant cough, where: 
of follotved a, blading at the nofe, ui fuche abundance, and 
{with {uch continuance, that both Lim felfe , andptbers 
thought, Gre fo ate {ere hii dead,yer the bloid fwoulds 
Hauecealedtorinne. Adrian Pe ceiuine > the greater 
that bis lure of biond div tiercale , fo muche the moze bis 
life div (horten: defiring like a gwd pD2iNIce, to prouive fo2 
the toealeof tis fubtectes, comaunded all the Senatours, 
Confuls,and-allotber the notable officers of Rome fo 
cone. befoze, bin, buta.tobome, be' batefely-faide: certeine 
{woozdes, right Lwoztbie to be. committed onto memozte, 
as follotveth. 


His Oration tore affemblie. | 


> Patbets cOnifcript you fee with greate cetteintic, 
howe foudeinly and vnawares death hath affailed 
mee, and by howe {mall occafion I lofe my life. 
Let mee. be | an Maske yato you , and all men, 


and 
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and holde it for Mot certeine; that that parte Of life is 
moft times in peril where of certeintte of life we had 
ferled moft affiance....- Nature hath not graunted me 
‘to haue children of min¢owne , but therefore Tgiue 
great thankes.vato.the immortall Gods, becaufein 
deliuering meefrom children, :they haue difcharged 
mec of greateand many cares «There goeth muche 
difference betwixt the ingendering, or theeleGing of 
a fonne: for the one proceedeth of necefsitie,the other 
is elet at large, will,and libertie «© The fonnes that 
nature ciueth vs, are many. times lame,filthie,and al- 
fo foolifhe: but fuch as wee adopt, wee ele& them a- 
ble, found and difcrete;,for that no man is fo impru- 
dent which at the time of election , choofeth not the 
beft. Ia timepafts] ele&ted Lucius; fufficienrly kno- 
wen ynto you: but the deftinies were fo contrary vn- 
to him, that before he had power to commaundein 
the ftate of Rome, he was buried in his fepulture: ‘but 
now we hauc elected Antoninus for your.emperour, 
whoe wee promifeyou, fhall proue milde,benigne, 
quiet, and merciful: for that clemencie is as natural] 
voto him , as,itis-vnto the)Sunneto givelight by 
daye: Hereceitteththe Empire in a competentage; 
to the ende ye fedre not; by his t60' ‘nitiche“youth, to 
commict fomelrafhédeedé; eithet'by t6o muche'dldé 
age, neglixentl¥ to gourerne the ‘common wealth. 
He hath beene bred and nourifhed in ou own coun- 
tric, and thérefore will obfetue the cuftomes thereof. 
Alfo his life hath been trained vader our. own lawes, 
a fufficient o¢cafion to auoide all fearche of ynnecel+ 
faric lawes of ftraunge countries , and this you haue 
to regarde, nGt as a matter of {mall importance: .be- 
canfe there is not any thing that more doeth offende 
as the 
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the common wealth , then to infecte the fame with 
{traunge and vnufed cuftomes. He knoweth what 
thing itis to goon warrefare , to gouernearmies , to 
fuffer both pafsions and motions of people , to vfe 
clemencie with fome, and to correé& others: in fuche 
wife, that in him 4s conteined greate fufficiencie , for 
the gouernement of the common wealth, fince in all 
thingeshe hathexperience. Ye knowe him , and 
he knoweth you , yehaue dealt withhim, and he 
hath dealt with you: & I hold of him fuch opinion, 
that he will neither defpife you, either forget you: 
infuch manner , thathis obedience fhalbe vnto mee, 
as ynto a father,and fhal deale with you in loue.likea 
brother. And I woulde that all you which be here 
prefent,as alfo all other perfons in Rome, that ypon 
fuch condition I tranfferre the Empire, that after his 
dayes he leaue the fame vnto Marcus Aurelius his 
fonneinlawe, and my feruaunt : and from hence- 
forth, I {weare and proteft , that thefe two elections 
fhalbe acceptable vnto the Gods, and profitable vnto 
men. Incredite, life,and {cience ; Marcus Aurelius 

doth exceede Antoninus : but that hitherto Antoni- 

nus hath had more experience: for which caufe vnto 

him, the rather we haue commended the Empire, be- 
caufe,for the generall gouernement of any eftate or 
common wealth , one yeare of experience is more 

worth then ten yeres of fcience. I haue beene weake, 

carelefleand negligent, in many thinges of the com- 

mon wealth, partely inforced therunto by the great- 

nefle of mine enimies, but for the recompenice there- 

of, I do leauetwo fuche Princes one after the other,to 

gouerne the Empire, which for their fingularitie in 

{cienceand vertue , fhall excell all thatbe paft, and I 
a : Jat. doubt 
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doubt in equalitie, not to be matched with any theis 
fucceflours. 


Thete wordes being faine by Adrian, hedzetwe a ring 
from bis finger, and put the fame bppon the fingat cf An- 
toninus Pius, and after that boure be tuas bolden,ferued, 
and obeyed as Romaine Cmperour : notiwithiandinge 
that Adrianlinedfometime after. perfect tas the elece 
tion of tse Cemperour Nerua, in the gwd Traiane, and no 
sete of Traiane tn the adoption of Adrian, and mofte tuft 
of Adrian tn tie election of Antoninus Pius, and Marcus 
Aurelius; ibtch fine Gmperours were fuch and fo gwd, 
one after tte ofber: which famed a prognoflication, that 
the felicitiz of Romaine Cmperours, fhouldinthem take 
ai ende. 


CHAP. V. 
€ Of the offices that Antoninus helde before 


he was Emperour, 


» Refore Antoninus Pius came bnito fhe beiaht of 6 Cine 
» pire, bedi off put forth bis money fo b{urie, butall 
» the qaines of that frave, be tpent infucconring the poze, 
>» anpreveming captiues . Be twas fent ona time by A- 
>» drian fo bitte the File of Sicyl : tn tohich bifitation be ree 
> formed many people chatticed many tpzannts, deprived 
> many officers, temoucd maity enimitics, repaired rute 
» pong builvinges, dtd melfmanye counterfeit copnes: but 
> mofte cf all in (uche manner pid gauertie the comurorn 
> $peaith, that no man remained Difcorifented. 
Se Was tj. yeares Wreto witht Rome , be was 
Coufulin Campania, with Catilinus Seuerus , De was 
Runge thre pores toxether, ii al wbich offices be twas nez 


ae 


ner note, either rathe int commanibements, 07 rigo2ous 
in big chalicemients, 
Adrian 
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Adrian dintoed all Italieinto foure turvifpictions , plaz 
cing in every one a Confal fo2 gonernement thereof, any 
eftablifjed Antoninus (upeme gouernour of then all: in 
fuch wife, that be belve uch antioitie and credite, thet 
in Rome all twas gonerned by bis courfells ans tn Italie 
all dtdobep bis commaundementes, ere his perfor 
farre diftant, altwapes Adrian and the Senate bad bis 
counfell pzefent : the caufe whereof peoceded of bis cleare 
iudgement , in the foundation of that tebtch he faide: and 
thaough the bountie ofbisbertuc, be frankly v1 {pcake 
bis opintsi. 9 

Wie faide not without iuit caufe, that bp bis verfac, 
be did freely faye bis opinion : fo2 (peaking the bery truth, 
he is not onely vniuft, but verie wicked , that hath liber- 


tie in his speecne and hath not vertue in his Jife, Crercte 
1a the office of Wocenful, be btfered foareate. 


fingin A 
{wifedome in bis commaundementes , and fo much with: 
out couetoufueffe in bis dealings, that be twas intituled, 
the holy proconful, tobich gouernement amengelt ftrans 
gers, bya ftraunger, twasa cafe fometobat ftraunac , bes 
caule defettation altpayes accompanicth {uch gouernes 
sent. 

Comming from Afia bnto Rome, itt Antioche be bus 
tied bis clveft daughter: twboe badfluch fame it ber life, 
that after her death the left bebinde a faunderous mesos 
ric. Wie baue faide howe the wife of Antoninus tas 
nanted Fauftine , tubich vas mother bnto the faire Fau- 
{line totfe buto Marcus Aurelius ; and moffe truely, both 
wofher and Daughter were fouched with infamie , by the 
wicane of fo muche libertic, and to little vertue, 

4¢ tuas neuer (ene in the Romaine Cnipire , that tivo 
fo berfucus Painces, had wines fo lcentions: notivith- 
ffanvitig the one toas (ufficietly aduifed, the otber cozrecs 
fed: but fo2 that thep Wwere foarations in their conuerfaz 
fiott, and fo perfect beautifull of their perfons sit twas bes 
ry littic which was fatde buto them, in refpect of that 
Which was Difembled. | 
4.Y. Antoninus 
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Antoninus {was fo limitfed in that tobich he faide , and fo 
anuited in the counfels tobhich be qauc, that be nener ree 
pented that demaunded the fame. Wefoze Antonmus 
cante bute the Cmpite, be twas couefous , but afters 
{wardes Very liberall: and bis wife reprebending, that be 
Hfed no order in gining 02 {pending , be aunfiwered: Fau- 
(tine, fimple is thyiuogement, fince thou bnderfandet 
not, that after ive tuere aduatnced Dnto the Cmpire, we 
loft ali that ever tvebad , becaufe all Painces of noble 
minves be boundefo gine, but hauenolicence fokepe © 
9) bade. 

he tribute cozonall, that ie te faye, the money that 
{was atuen bnto the Cmperours fo2 their co2cnation : fhe 
one halfe therof be gaue onto the cities of Italie,fo relieus 
the charges of the common tvealth. Bis wife he dtp both: 
honour, and caule fo be honoured: andit toas tn fuch mas 
sicr, that he obfained and bzought fopatfe twith the Bee 
riafe, that thee thoulve be infituled Augufta Fauftinay 
and in ber olune name tograue and famype certeine mo- 
ney. the tbhiche ts (cene af thete dayes.. Antoninus twas 
imb2aced with fo ardent affection of the Senate, that 
without bis requef, they erected the pictures and couns 
forfeits of bis father and mother. bis graundfathers, and 
craundmothers, bis bothers and filters, notwithians 
ding they tere all Dead, 

Lhe Circene playes , tobich were bfed every fitth 
peare, the Senate did o2detNe fo celebrate cuctp ypere or 
the pave of bis natiuitie, And after that be therefore hav 

greatly gratified the Senate: by greate requell he obteys 
ned the celebration of them, to be perfourmies on the dap 
of Adrians death. : 

Whe Senate to fatiffie Antoninus, confented that 
bis wife Fauftina, thoulve be inttfuled Aucufta: andale 
fo in the copnes twhiche thep made, onto ber honours, 
there thoulde be ingrauen, Augufta Fanftina : iwbiche 
ercellencig , toas neuer araunted fo anpe Comat. 

| Bitricienesss: as 
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of Rome: foz that inginina ber the fifle of Augufta, they 
gaue ber authoutietolet ber baride fo the thinges of the 
common wealth. 


CHAP.VI, 


@ Howehe heldeall ae in peace, 
not by armes, but with 
letters, 


: A worgett al fhe Romaine 2zinces, there was none, that 
performed fo great conffancte in bis affaires, as Anto- 
ninus Pius: twbich paoceeded , for that be twas not rathe in 
his commaunvements , either bariable in bis deterntte 
nations, but that eractip be confidered and examined, 
iwhat he did commaunde ; and afer, for no impoztunitie 
fwould renoke the fame. Antoninus being refident tn the 
peouince of Campania , fending bnto the Senate to ree 
quett acerfeine matter, which notwithanding the viftis 
cultie thereof, was graunted: Gaius Rufus a Senatour, 
faide Dntobim. Serene pzince, 4 beleche the fogtue 
aie fo Dnderffande, by tobat reafonit ts baounht fo pale, 
that in all fhy enterp2ifes thou poet neuer repent : in all 
thy requettes thou arf never dented: cifber inal thy com 2 
maundements thou arte neuer difobeyed. Wo twhome 
Antoninus made aunfivere : JF Ff repent me not of any 
my devdes, if ts becaufe J do Chem according fo reafon:and 
if my requeffs are not denied of the Senate , it is becaufe 
A craue not but that tobich ts tuf— + and tf in my com- 
maundements J am not difobeyed , tf proceedeth that 
they are moze profitable brite the commion toclth then fo2 
mite otune perfon . 
Wok truely thele were tuo2ds right tworthic of {rch ama, 
and fo p mtemcie of Peinces mofk chiefely tobe commens 
ded. HE luas an auncien€ cufflome among p Romaines, fo 
bauethe time limitten fo2 their refinence in their. offices, 
Batty, that 


1: 
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that is £0 fay , the Dictatour, fire monethes , the Conful 
otic Pere, the Weto2 wo peres, the Cenfour th2ee peres, 
fhe maificr of the borMemen balfe a peare, and fo of the 
ref. 

Antoninus fwoulde nof confent tnfo this cuftone, 
but in every refyect d10 alfer the fante, tn fuch wife, that 
with fome that fhoulde baue continued but tipo 02 thee 
yeares , be beloe them tu office feueno2 eight peares: 
avo others that toulde paue continued thze yeares ; 
bee tifplaced them in thae monetbes : affirminge, 
that the goo officer onabt fo be conferued all fhe dapes 
of his ine, but the euill, not to be {uffered one onelp 
bape. 

13¢ fent Fuluius Tufculanus, as 4D2efo2 info p prouinee 
> of Mauritania, fvbome win balfa pere be depiued of bis 
» office: fo2 p be was bothe impatient ¢ fome what cones 
” fous: and complaining of theinturie, fatde and alledged, 
» that in times paft, be bad beene friend onto Antoninus, 
> inhich nolwe twas forgotten. Wbereunto Antoninus 
» Prus bID auntiver: thou balk no reafontbhas bninitly fo 
” blaine mee, becaule the office was giuen the by the Cme 
” verour, andnot by Antoninus: and fince thon diddeft of- 
» fende, nof as Fuluius, but as JB2efo2 : enen fo 4 difchare 
> ven thee of thine office, not ag Antoninus thy old friende, 
» butas an Cmperour offbe Romaine Cmpire, Be was 
not inclined fo beqinne iwarres, either in bis otone pers 
fon fo profecute the fame : for bebelde opinion , that the 
Wr2itce with moze founde counfell Houlde conimend his 
iwarres bnto bis Captaines , to the ende in bis otone pere 
foufo couerne the common wealth , then fo goe tothe 
warres Him felfe , and leaue bis common wealth dnto 
ethers. 

alkince on a tinte tn bis prefence, of warres 
and battels , that Iulius Cezfar, Scipio , and Hanibal, 
had foughé and ouercame in the teolde , Antoninus 
Viusaunfivered: Let euerp man bolde opinton tobat be 

thins ° 
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fhinketh qd, and peaife tbat it pleafeth bint: but 
for mine ofone parte, ¥ doc more calorie ta conferuing 
peace many peares: then with warres to conquere many 
batfatles . 

An the feconde pere of bis Empite , the Britains rez 
belled, againft wwhome be fent the Conful Lelius Vrbis 
cus, ‘hoe (ubdued that Zande, although aftertwaros 
by mifchaunce be loft bis life. 

4n the thirde peare of bis Cmpire, the Mauritanes 
alfo rebelled , tobiche are a people of Africa : aqainfie 
twhome he fent the Conful Murus Cefpitius, oboe bled 
fo areate policte in thofe twarres , that bee conftratned 
fhem fo craue peace. 3 thofe dapes the Germaines 
and the Datians bad greafe Wwarres amongeft them 
felues, Dppon the dintfion of certeine territories : but 
in the ende , after their olwne deftruction , amonact 
them (elues, they came tofuche concogde , that they bent 
their tubole foace, as cruell enimies again Rome, and 
the countries thereof: potefting and affirminge, their 
charges fo be muche moze in paying fo greafe , and 
fo continual fribute , then miabt arrife by defence 

of thetr perfons agatnit the Romaine potver. 

Antoninus Snderffanding of fhis rebellion , bee 
ivoulde not prefently fende forth an armic, bufa Fudge 
iwith greate polver, fo vifite thole countries, to niitti- 
gafe and bnfolte all griefes , and fo remoue ali tninfé 
fribufes , and topntlp thereiuith vid to2ife {uche and fo 
god woes, that at the infant thofe Barbarians lef¢ 
their armour, and did yeld their countries onic the obe- 
Dience of Rome, 

AE this erample, all nightie Btnces bane to take 
exvample, fothe ende , that with furte thep bndertake 
not fo fame.a Curious people : becaule manye fines, 
hatfes be moze famed with (wete were $ then with 
crueilarmes, 
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She lewes that were in the pronince of Pentapolis, 
alfo be via rep2effe and fame, twyich was don by the bands 
of the prefident that was in Aflyria, whom be commauns 
ped firit fo offer them peace before be made them warre, 
4n Achaia and Acgypt alfo certetne people did rebell: 
tnderftanding the occafion fo proccede cf the Romaine 
I2eto23 , Wwhiche tere riqozous in their commanndez 
iients, and couetousin thetr dealings, gaue oder, that 
bis officers were chatiled and the people pardoned. 

Whe Weetors that were refident ii the countries of 
the Alancs, fent to complatne af Rome, howe daily they 
{were threatened fo be flaine, onelp fo2 deniaunding trie 
bute : bnte whome Antoninus aunfwered. Wie bauc res 
cciucd pour letters, and be arieucd with pour perils, and 
rio leffe fozrowe pour trauailes: tf thele people do paye 
their tribute which thep doe olve : fuffer their theeatee 
ninge tobich they make: becaufe if ts nedelefle fo thinke 
fhat any man which is a tributarie, Mall line contented, 
Zu any wife, aduenture not fo aiue them tniurious 
ium2des ,to commiff beiberic, 02 f0d0 then tuzong : bes 
caufe in (uche cafes, we haue fo beare their complaintes, 
and fo cogrect pour offences . The Gods haue you in kee- 
ping, and guide well your Fortune. 


V 
-CHAP.IL 


@ Howe he did vifite the officers of his common 
wealth, and the reformation 
ofhis houfe, 


py ben Antoninus fent any 12efo2 fe gonerne any 

province, be twas no€ fatiffied that be were wile, 
prudent, and baliaunt ; but alfo without any infection 
of pride , 02 couctoufneffe : fo2 be belde opinton, that 
be map eutll gonerne a commen wWwealtbe, that ; e 
Ube 
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fubiect fo pride 02 couefoultiele, Unto Wectours, Cer », 
fours, and QNuellours, before be gaue them any qouernes ,, 
ment of ap countric, firlt, be caufed them fogtue an ine ,, 
nentozte, of their olune proper gods : to the end that when ,, 
their chatge tuere finthjed, the increafe of their wealth ,, 
might be confidered : and topntly therewith be did both ,, 
fap and Warne them, that be fent then to miniffer iuftice, ,, 
and not by fraudeforob countries, Ar all thinaes that ,, 
Antoninus commaunded,proutded, and chattifed, be twas ,, 
very pitiful : uch ercepted, as did offend in the erecution , 
of iuttice: oith whom be was both rigozous ¢ extreme: ,, 
in {uch wile, that other offences, were they beryareat, he ,, 
bid pardon them:but as concerning inftice,the mallet of: ,, 
fence twas gricuoully punifhed, Dn a time certaine officers ,, 
of bis treafure, beought bin a memopiall: wherein was ,, 
conteined the manner and fourme, pearely to increate bis ,, 
rents, twbich being {ene and read, in the backe thereof, be ,, 
_ BID Lw2ife thele twogdes : the o2der aid fourme that you od 
baue to featche, ought not fobe fo the augmentation of ,, 
my rents; but fo2 the aduancement of my common welth: |, 
epther to unpofe neve tributes, but to denife with over, it 
fo anopde erceffiue expences : fo2 if Romaine Painces 
ble no rule fo moderate their charges,epther tue hall lofe 
out felues, 02 rob our common toealthes, Amongeft all 
the Peinces patk, onely Antoninus did neuer permit, the 
rents of bis eftate, epther moze 02 lelfe fo be augmented: 
but rather did pardon many common twealthes, of their - 
olde dDebfs, andalfo relicued others of fome netwe ime 
potions, P2elents that tere bought him, of filuer, 
golde,filke,purple, tuels, 02 otber riche things, be wouldve 
not recetue them, tuere it not of the kings that payoe trie 
bute buto fie Empire: fo2 be helde opinion, that the come 
moi wealthes, rather then him felfe,bad neede thereof, 
She things that be bfcd mowk commonly to receine, were 
bakes fo reade in,bootles fo runne, and fruite fo feede on: 
iwhich be forgate not, gratefully forecompence. nafs 
faites be bled areat erpedition , that is tofap, thatifbe 
4.0, orice 
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ovice Dia Onder take any bufinetfe, he never tithozelwe bis 
» hand, vntill it were finithen. Cuery peare be canted bis 
» houte tobe vilited,as concerning ercelline erpertces : if ers 
>» actioto2 biberie were committed by any of his houthold, 
» acaint fraungers if they did ferue, tobich receiued loa 
» ges if amongeft them, there were any that were nofably 
>» bicious : finally, all that tobiche the bifitour fo2 the remes 
»» bie hereof did {et dotone,prefently was perfourmed, 3Jfoz 
the tinte of Domitian, the Gmperours officers hada cus 
{tome,foreceiue many ¢ chargeable fees of al men, that by 
{warrant of the Pzinces liberalitic receiued reliefe: which 
the Gmpcrour Antoninus, asa bile cultome, vid biterly 
fake away : affirming, that agratious rewarde, ought 
gratis fobedifpatched. Bhep2yde, the pefumpfion, the 
bautinetle, and alfo the tedioufnelle of the whole Cmpire, 
be beoughé, placed, and reftozen onto the plat of areat hue 
militie : in fuche Wile, that ag ealily they difpatched af- 
faires, with the Cmperour Antoninus, as witha citisert 
ofRome. Amatfer furcly fo be noted, to bebolde the 
Court of Rome,in the dayes of this gwd W2ince, howe pers 
fect the refourmation thereof was efablitved: fo2 furely, 
whether their affaires, were epther with the Wzince, 92 
- With the Senate,nepther did they beginne their {uit with 
» feare,o2 were difpatched, with tuff caule fo murmur. abe) 
> officers of bis houfe, and alfo of the Senate, by tohole bare 
> Deg matters mere difpatched, fome be aduaunced,and £0 0 
» thers he gauetouble fee: fo no other ende, but to remoue 
> them from aonenturing to take any betbe. Weir (as be 
iuas )agreat friend but the common wealth, and nota 
little Delighted fo be in the avace theresf, and to this cnde, 
{oith the god be bled qreat liberatitie, and with the evil 
great clemencie: tn fuch wife, that ofail men be was bes 
foucd, and alfo peapfed: as well fo2 that be pardoned the 
one,a8 gaue Onto theother. Alithat ener be fayteo? We 
fhed,fo be bfed of gud Wairices, the fame did be perfourme 
after be toas Emperour:ann refourmedall things,that be 
thought were fo be amended, P 
it 
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An the third peare of bis Cmpire, Fauftine his dearely 
cloucd totfe aped.tt whole veath de did vEter fo great [022 
roive, (hat tf erceeded the authogitie of bis efate, andalfo 
the granitic of bis perfon, An the memozie of Faultine, he 
placed bir picture inall the temples, and perfourmed with 
the Senate, that the thould be recounted amongest the 
Ooddelies, tubhich toas,as fo canontse bir: all whiche was 
trucly agreed bp the Senate, moze at the requeft of An- 
toninus, then fo2 the deferuttgs of Fauftine. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of certaine notable buildin gserected 
by Antoninus. 


He buildings tohich be made twere not many, but ercees 
ding Tately and fumptuous : fo2 tn them appeared and 
toere rep2elented the greatnes of his eftate, and the mags 
naniniitie that be badinf{pending, Pe built a temple iw 
the renerence of bis Wozde Adrian : tobereinbe erected a 
picture of filuer, with a Coonet of golde, anda chaplet of 
Nacre : a tuogke mof cerfatnly, noleffe curious then cotk 
ly. Be reenified a cerfaine building, called Gregoftafens: 
which ferucd folodge all fraunge ambatladours :bycaule 
the Romaines did ble fo giue ambaffadours, an boufe fo 
divell thanda Mipendfo2 their oyef, Se did amplifie and 
nobilifate the fepulchze of bis 2020 Adrian: wwherevnto 
none dur app2och, buton their knees, Whe qreatett felts 
fion houfe ofal Rome, was burnt tn the time of Domitian: 
which the god Antoninus, buitl€ from the foundation, be 
built the femple of Azrippa,and tnducd and dedicated fhe 
fame, inthe reuerence of the Goddefle Ceres. Duer the 
riuer Rubicon, be butlt a femptuous anda ffately botoge, 
and alfo not a little neceflarie : bycaufe afore time many 
were there daungered, and afterwardes that Way muche 

bictuall,and pouifion teas carried, 
Sol 
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Srot farre diftant from the pozt of Hoftia, eave bnfo 
the fea, be built a right trong totver, fo2 the fafetic and 
vefenice of the thips of Rome: twhich a foretime might not 
bring in avy victuall o2 other prouifion, but tocre viftret 
{edofpyrates, DWbhe hanen op poet of Gaieta, twbiche bad 
bene long thoough areat antiquitic fozfaken,be frethly res 
edified , that is to fay, built newe bonles,erected a miahfic 
folver, made a ftrong iwall,placed inhabitants, and gaue 
fhemareat prinileges sin fuch twife, that tobereas afo2e 
fime,{t was a thing vtferly fozgotten,tt was from fhence 
forth molt efteemed. hat tobiche be viv in Gaicta,be pers 
fourmied ina poste of Spaine named Taragon : tobiche be 

reedified,¢ amplified, with areat buildings and potuileaes. 

A myle from the port of Hoftia, be built a fumptuous and 

a curious bathe , and indued the fame in fuche manner, 
- thatin all Italic it was the onely bath, that was bio all 
» men free without characs, A myple without Rome he built 
» three temples naming them Laurianos, fo2 that many bay 
» trees arewe there, to this ende : that the Dames ant mas 
» trones of Rome, walking accozding Duto their manner, 
»» fhould encounter with fome Church to pray mn. : 


CHAP, IX. 


Of certaine lawes which the Emperour 
Antoninus Pius made. 


[@ vasa lato amonatt the Romaines,that fuch as twere 

put fo death by inftice, might make no teftament : but 
that inlofing their life,thep loft alfo their qads. Antoni- 
nus moned twith pietic, d{d ogdein, that none fog any fault, 
what fo euer,fhould iopntly lwfe both life and gods ; but if 
anv were put fodeath,be might frankly make a teftament 
of his otwne properqads, Where be bad placedany god 
and found Judge in anp common wealth: be didnot onely 
permit bimt not tobe remoucd:but alfo with aiffes and tes 
queftes be did (utteine him, Dhis god Prince made A ie 

a 
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that none Gould preftume fo {ue fo the Weincear Senate, a 
for the office of tuffice : Dppon patne to be banifged Rome, a 
@yere wasin Romea gudge, named Gaius Maximus y | = 
pijotn Rome continued a tudge fiventic peares: of whont 
Antoninus tooid off fay, that be bad neuer (ene, beard, 02 
ead of a nian nioze cleare of life,epther riabt thtuftice. Zn 
the place of Gaius Maximus, there fucceeded Tatius Suc- 5 
cinus, a man farelp of many boare bares, and of muche it 
learning : but the office of W2etour being fo tedious, and We 
be of peaves (fo auncient, Dped ummedtately bpon the bur- 2 
fhen thereof. Antoninus being tnfournwd, that the awd 
oloe Latius oped tith the burtiven of bts office, ainized the ie 
fame betwixt Cornelius, and Repentinus: but after the ae 
Cmperour being tnfourmed, boive the Senate bad gine 
the ante bnto Repentinus,net fo2 bis deferuing, but at the 
fuite ef a Oentlewornran of the Courfe : he conmmaunded 
bi publikely tobe banihed, declariig by fhe voice of a 
crpar thoughout all Rome, that be was banithen fc2 ob» 
tciniitg the office of a Fudge,by the {uit of a woman, Libis. 
fas the fir officer of Rome, that in the dayes of Antoni- 
nus,faffered puntihment, tobich correction qaue fo areate 
feare throughout the Romaine Cmpire, that from thence 
fo3th the Gmperour Antoninus was as muche feared of . 
be cuill,as beloved of the gad. A miahtie Senatour naz” 
med Tranquillus, confeflinig fo baue procured bis fathers ” 
death, ofertreme oefire fo inberite : be commanded fo be 
remoucd into an Zlland, onelp fo pale bis life with the > 
beade of forreine, andthe water ofteares. All the time » 
of bis Cinpire, be qaue wheate andoyle bute the citisens 
of Rome. She people cf Rome in thofe dapes, being giuen 
todiinke wine tolthout mealure : be commannaed that 
noe (ula paclime fo fel wine.butin Gpothecaries Hops 
fo2 the ficke 02 Difeafed, Beeltabliffen alate fo2 bim felf 
and bis fuccefours, that openly thre dares in the wee, 
they (mould Heiwve them felucs in Rome 3 and if by any 
tuvightie caule,there happened forte tnwpedinient, Chat om 
fuche dayes theit gates Gould Land tuide oven, without 
. pogfers, 


a 
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porters, that fraly the pare niiabt repaire fo follote their 
fuits, Zu deare peres be piv o2deine though Italic,that no 
gardener fouls date fo foie in bis garden any fete, but 
tohcate and barlep ¢ {ubereby the poze of the common 
Wwealthe might be relieved of their penurte, Be made ant 
pnitiertall latve, theoughont the Cmpire, that gouerners 
ania rulers of the people, Mould not aduecnture to fpende 
the ands cf the common wealth, in matters epther bnp20- 
fitable oz faverfinons ; but to the oefence of enimtes, 63 
repaying of fortifications, epther elfe for proutfion of the 
common wealth in tine of deare ypeares, Shere was tn 
Rome cetfaine fipendaric interpreters of all languages, 
fo manifel the meaning of Eraunge ainbatfadours;twbole 
foc and office Antoninus commanded fo be fo2btodert, and 
faken alway, affirming tt to be berie conucnient tnfe ths 
greatneffe and maicilic of Rome,that al nations and kirigs 
ponies thoulp learne to(peake their fpeache < and that te 
were abatement fo2 them,to leariie any ffrannae found. 
¢ Allo he did o2deine, that al the olv,impotent, ¢ blind people 
.. ut Rome,fhoulo be fuftetned at the charges of the common 
.. wealth : but (uch as teere younger and imoze able, fhoulde 
, be conttrained, epther fo boult meale at the bakers, 02 
-, to blotwe the betlowes at the {mpthes, iy chaunce on a 
” certaine day, be founde an olde feruitour,whiche be had 

knotone long in the toarres, rubbing and clatwing bint 

i felée againt the pillers of the Churches Adriandemaunts 

ALi e Fehr” pina why be did fo rubbe him felfe, and tucare out bis 
clothes : fhe olde nian made anfivere, 4 baue no garments 
fo clothe my felfe,neptber any mart giueth me fo eate: pet 
ifit may pleafe fhe, Adrian, J baue founde meane fo rub 
my felfe, Adviantoke great compatficn of that whiche be 
Did fe, but much moze of that which be beard: and prefents 
ly he conumaunded gods fo be giuen bim, and flaues fo 
ferue him, And as enuic, 1s naturall bnfo the poze, as 
pyc is canis atsng the riche: Sbe next dap other 
fino pore men cane before Adrian, rubbing thein felucs 

anrongtt the pillers, ti bope te rece iue the like liberatitte : 

whome 
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{wher be willed fo be called Orifo bis, commaunding the 

one fo fcratch the ofver, and by furne foeale each otherof = 

hisitch. Tinto king Pharafmaco of the Parthians,Adrian fry + yi 
gaue great aiftes : thatistofay, fiftie Clipbants armed — 
with their towers, and thee hundz2ed men of Haberin tit 

the countrie of Spaine, which tuere of bis guard, 


CHAP, Xf, 
Of the prodigious and monftruous 
things that happened du- 
ring the Empire of 
Antoninus. 

VY Any travels and bard aduentures follotued the ins 

perour Antoninus while be lived, and alfo tnali bis 

kingdomies,in the time of bis retqne:bicanfe Fortune is fo 

variable,that fhe neuer ftayeth her wheele,or ever ceafeth 
tobe turning thereof. Jn the fecond peare of his reigne, » 
bunaer toas fogreaf, fotharpe, and fo gencrail throughs » 
out all Italie, that thereofthere dyed no leffe, then ifithad » 
bene of a fierce peftilence. Where wwasin Afia, fo cruell, » 
and fo generall an earthquake , that many boufes and »» 
huiloinas were fubuerfed, many people layne, ard nota »» 
felve cifies dilinbabited :fo2 the repayzing of which great »» 
~ -Hurtes, be fent not onelp money from the contmon ivealth .. 
of Rome, but alfo plentifully fent bis treafare ouf of bis . 
pune cofters. Anthe moncth of {anuaric, there wasin . 
Rome fo furious a fire, thatit burnt ten (houfand poufes, .. 
{oherein there pertihed of mien, twomen,and chilozcn,moze »» 
then fenne thoufande. Ju the fame peare twas burnt 
the ftatelp place of Carthage, the one Galfe of Antioche, ., 
andin a maimner the tybole citte of Narbona. 2ntheine- . 
neth of duguti,there was at Rome great foudes : and bee ., 
fides , loffe of their come, both reapf and bnreapf. She ., 
riner Tyber oid fa {tvell and ouerfloive, that one dapes ,, 
loffe Mas nof repapeedin thae peares. Dn the fourth ., 
of the monetie of Wate , there appeared a Earre ouer ,, 
Rome, coutepning the quantitic of the twheele of s inypils ,, 
whey 
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” subieh (het ont fparkes fo thicke and fo continuall, that 
” s¢ tomen rather the fire of a fo2ge, then the thining of a 
” garre, Juthe fit peare of the Cmpire of Antoninus , in 
” Rome tras boane a childe totth tivo heaves ; the one likea 
> anan, the ofber like a Dogge:: but the fraungeneffe of the 
> satter atv moze erceede , in that, tith one bead be od cry 
” ono barhe,as a whelpe sand with the other din Wweepe as a 
” chiloe. Zuthe cite of Capua,a iwontan was bought a bed 
» ond delincredoffiue fonnes. At that time was feene in A- 
” sabia, agreat and amofl huge ferpent; which being feene 
” of many perfons, bpon the height ofa rocke, did eate balfe 
” bis owne taple in tobich peare,there was throughout all 
? Arabia, a maruellous greate peftilence. Jn the ninthe 
” veare of the Emptre of Antoninus, in the citie of Mefia, 
> hariey was fene to growe in the beads of their trees : it 
> tach wife,that no tre bare fruite that peare, but eares of 
> ofbarley, Jnthelamre yeare, there happened in the kinge 
» ponte of Artenitos,in a citie named Triponia;foure wilde 
> ann bnknotone Wtons tolpe dotune tn the market place 
> ipbich became fo tame, that thepmave thent packeboofle 
” fo the mountaines fo2 towd , and boyes became hoz emer 
” Hppon their backes. 3 the kinavome of Mauritania 5 a 
” childe tas bone, which bad the heade turned backivards, 
» tphich liucd, and twas beed bp,and alfo fuche as twonld eps 
> ther feo2 fpeake with bim, moft conuentently oid place 
» themrfelucs at bis backe ¢ Wwhichnotwithtanding, coulde 
” Hoth fee, {peake,and go,bul With bis hands might not fede 
» binfelfe, Gbere diedin Romea Senatour, ranted Ru- 
” fus, a mat of great (wealth and credife , tubiche after bis 
» peath aiamany times come to the Senate : fitting in bis 
» fnanted place,and clad With garments , after bis olve fas 
» fhion, but was neuer hearde {peake one tnozde: and this 
» HiGon contirined in the Senate, full thos peates. 


CHAP. 


Emperour Anton.Pius. 
CHAP? XL: 


Of the warresthat happened in the 
reigne of Antoninus Pius, 
and other his aétes. 


{x chatinced tuto tio Romaine painee,asif dtd bufo An- 
toninus ¢ Lobich alWwaypes remaining within the bounds 
of Italie, and commonly within Rome, twas fo beloucd, 
feared, and ferued of all fraunge kings and kingdomes,as 
if perfonally be vifited ¢had conqueredthe, Zn the fourth 
peare of bis empire, king Pharafmaco came fo Rome, but 
onely fofe Antoninus, and bzought and peefented bnto 
him, fo muche and fo maruellous thinges, that the eyes of 
mien toere not fafiffied in bebolding,eyther their bearts tr 
Wiking them. Whe king of Parthians, had taken atwaye 
much landes from tbe king of Armenia: tubo fent fo conte 
plaine bnto the Romaines,as bnto thetr friends,alies,and 
confederates : for tobomre the Cmperour Antoninus vid 
Wife bis letters onto the king of Parthians, to ceafe fo d0 
{w20Ng, and alfo fo make reftitution bnfo the Armenians : 
tobofe letters being receiued andread, was peefently obets 
edandperfourmed. dking Abogarus one of the mightict& 
and moft notable kinges of the Deient, the Cmperour 
Antoninus did force fo come to Rome: bycaufe that otving 
a great fumme of money bnfo one of bis baflals, He would 
nof comtefoaccount. Zbheawd Cmperour Traiane, had 
tonitratned the Parthians to receine their feate androyali 
cretone,at the handes of fhe Romaines: which (ubtection, 
the Parthians beth senyed and refuted : bué Antoninus 
not only by letters, but alfo by apparant thaeatnings, did 
force thent fo pealse and confent onto the obedience of 
Rome. Rometalce king of the Pindaroes, twas accufed tit 
p Senate, of dillopaltie onto the Romaines, in the warrces 
they helde againtt the Rhodes : who coming bnfo Rome, 
foquife bint felfe, the gad Antoninus did not onely cons 
firme bim inbis kingdome; but alfonio not pernit, Wee 
ii, 02 


————— 
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fo2 any thing pafk , any motion fhould be made : affirining 
that bis offence might not be fo great, but that bis tubmils 
fine apparance did refozme the fame. Whe Olbiopoli- 
tes a people in Afia, held Wwarre with p Taurociftes, alies 
of Rome: bnfo Lobo Antoninus fenfe fuccour by fea,and 
With affittance of the Romanes,fubdued the Olbiopolites, 
wijo not only patd all charges of the wartes, but allo gaue 
hoftages to maintaine peace. Antoninus nener raifed 
Wwarre, bit that firtt he fought fo conferue peace,and pats 
fed not alittle that faping of Scipio: that ts te fap, Hee ra- 
ther wifhed thelifeofone citizen of Rome, thé the death 
ofathoufand enimies, @dben bee married bis Daughter 
Fauftina tnfo Marcus Aurelius,be made a fiptuous feaff, 
and qaue great retvards bnfo bis men ofiwarre, Be held 
bis fonne Marcus Aurelius in great reacrence,and would 
haue made hint Conful, which bee refuled , holding it fo2 
moze bappic, to turne bakes, then to appeale nations, 

After be bad (ent bnto Calcedonie fo2 the great Philos 
fopber Apollonius, and bad gtucn bim an boufe todwell 
in folitarilic,neare bnto the river Tiber : Antoninus fent 
fo2 bint, tebo refuting to come fent anfiveare, bat {chol- 
lers do vfe to come to their maifters, and not maifters vn- 
to their {cholers : tubereat Antoninus lanabing fain: 4 
frimiefte,that Apollonius bath patte fo many feas, from 
Calcedonie bnto Rome, and notiw refufeth from bis boufe 
focometomine. Although Apollonius Were learned itt 
Philofopbie, yet was hee in his life bery couctous: wheres 
at iuben certaine in peefence of the Cmperour did murs 
mur, bee aunfteeared : fo2 bery Deare that Pbhilefophers 
fell bs their Whilofophie: alvapes their {cience is moze 
tworthe Which they teach bs, then the gudes which wee 
giue them, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XII. 


@ Ofthe facceffion of the Empire, 
and the occafion ofhis 
death. 


A &§ Cmperour Antoninus in his youth was altvayes 
“a frend onto the vertuous,euen fo in bis age carefully 
he did féeke the ronuerfation of the wifes and therewith 
bad no leffe care of publique matters, then of bis otune pts 
nate affaires. Generally bee tuas fo liked and loued of al 
nations, that in all temples, tall ualles,gates, and butls 


Dings, thefe foure letters were placed, namely V,A.C.R, | 


Whiche is to fape Vita Antonint Conferuatur ReSpublica : 
{which isto faye , Onthe life of Antoninus, the whole 
weale of the Romane E:inpire dependeth. Leaning a part 
many qodlatwes, which he mave foz the Commmen tvealth, 
for tobich purpote, bee bad altwayes attendant about bint. 
nien in the Lawes fingularly learned, whoamong » chiefe 
{was Vindemius Verus, Siluius Valente, Abolufius Me- 
‘tianus , Vipius Marcellus, and Jabolinus : befoze whome 
hee fet thelawes ofall kingdemes, and of the moff necel 
farie and app2oued, fo take the choice to be eftablithed it 
hiskingvomes. When be dit inftitute any late, either o2¢ 
Deine any proclamation, be alivayes erp2efled therein fo 


great realon , that bis commtaundemtents were nener dife® .. 
obeped,cither bislawesreuoked, Whe caule of bis death ,, 
they fay was after this maner: front Gallia Tranfalpina, ,, 
that is fo fay, (tuete Fraunce, they did prefent bimt cere ,, 
faine chafes , whereof be eating af bis {upper moze then ,, 
Wwas conucnicnt, they miniftred bnto him a perillous vor ,, 
nit, whereby they pifcharacd his fomache not onely of ,, 
meate fuperflucus, but alfo of bloud righfe neceflarie, ,, 


hich beedd inbima furious fever, and finding himlelte 
BI, in great 


EEE 
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+» Wt great fueaknelfe, without difpofition to Mepe, either aps 
,, Petite tocate:be commannded al the Senafours and chief 
»» Seuernours, to be called bnto his prefence : and befoze thé 
»» Sik DID commiende the common wealth onto Marcus Aure. 
, lius bis fontie,and Fauftine his daughter. And making bis 
» telkanrentin beric god oder, wherin be gaue Unto bis fers 
» ants qreaf gifts, hbich being finthed and perfourmed,be 
» gaue tuto bis daughter bauftine, the inberifaunce of all 
» bis lands which be poled befoze he came tnto the Ents 
» pire, iis feauer tnereafing, andbis frength and life was 
, Utng, the fourth day of bis (icknefle about none, beboloing 
» and bielving all the circunftants, and thutting bis epes 
» a8 tf be tuould flepe, gaue bp the qhoft : who was nolefle 
,, vewatled af bis death, then be twas beloned in time of life : 
,, and prefently by confogmitie of the tohole Senate, was ine 
,, tifuled Holie: andall the people at the netues of bis death, 
» a bie incuety fireate did quite,{krich, and crp,aduauncing 
» and magnifying bis bountic, clemencie, bentanitic, liberas 
,, litte, iuffice, patience, p2udence,and ponidence. Al the bos 
,, tours toere Done Onto hint,and all the famous titles were 
,» slueit him, that bpon any noble Pzince had bene imployed. 
4 and Deferned that in the femple of lupiter, a peieft of bis 
,, Swnename Mould be inflitute, Aifo they built him a tems 
,, ple,and dedicated onto bis honour the Circene playes,anp 
,, afraternitie : tobere they were all called Antonines, — 
, bis P2ince onely amongef€ all }2inces, lived and dyed 
», Without theading of blonde: and fo2 likeline Me, compared 
,, Onto Nutha Pompilius , not onely in god governement 
a» Of the common wealth,but allo fo finceritic of life. 


The 


14.9 
The life of the Emperour Commo- 
dus, the fonne of good Mar- ~ 


cus Aurelius : compiled by Syr Antho- 
nie of Gueuara, by fhop of Mondon- 
nedo,preacher,Chronicler, and 
Coiifeler ynto the Emperour 


Charles the fift. 
CHAP. I: 
@ Ofthe byrth of the Emperour 


Commodus, 


hea) Le Cmperour Commodus had fo bis 
teem A| grandfather Annius Verus, anv bis fae 
pee\ ther twas the god Cmperour Marcus 
| Aurelius : and bis mother twas the riaht 

ey, RVaars| (aireandrenouned Fauftine : on whofe 
Aes Eg N\ fide, be was nephelve onto the Cmpes 
— rout Antoninus Pius,a man of a refoure 
med life, and bery beneficial bnto the conmmon wealth of 
Rome. Be twas bone ina cerfaine place named Lodie,oit 
the eight bay of September : at the tine that bis father, 
and Dru fius bis tneble, twere Confuls: the one governing 
matters of tearre in Datia, and the other in refourmation 
of caufes inthe common toealth, Whe Cmpzefle Fauftine 
being great with chitoe, andneare buto the time of ber 
childe by2th, d2eamed that the was delivered of certaine 
ferpents, but efpecially of one, moze fierce then the rett 3 of 
Which o2eame, toben his father Marcus Aurelius was its 
fonrmed, they fay, that be fapde : I feare me Fauftine, that 
the fonne of this birth, fhall proue fo fierce a Serpent,that 
{hail be of power to commit a murther of our fame,and to 
poyfon the whole common wealth of Rome. Whe Attras 


nonters and Pekromantiques, which in thole dayes were 
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refivent in Rome, they fapde and procnofficafed manp 
thinas of the by2th of the Cmperour Commodus : andas 
it appeared afteriwardes they fayde bery little, mrefpect 
of that twbich followed : bycaule this miferable and bnfo2- 
funate P2ince, tnbis manners , dio rather refemble the 
infernall furtes,then reafonable creatures. sfrom bis ins 
fancie his father Marcus Aurelius, carefully did trauell, 
in the learning and tnffruction of bis fonne Commodus: 
fo2 whiche purpofe, he made inquifition thoughout the 
iwhole Cinpire, foz men learned in (cience, and of life and 
miannersrefourmed. bis fir (cholematfters were, O- 
neficrates fo feach him Oreke, Capilus fo tnffruct bint in 
fhe Latine, Teyus toinfruct biminthe Art of Datozie, 
Pulion toinfourime bimin Wultke, Calphurnius to giue 
bim over for bebantour on borfbacke, and Marcius fo 
giue bint rules fo2 gad manners ; foe that bis father bas 
uing no moe fonnes, didnot a little traucll, to frame in 
bint (uche perfection, as was due Ontoa moft noble and 
perfect izince, Wut alas fo2 pitie, that fo many and fo 
excellent men, neptber could perfuade dim to followe o2 
imbace vertue, epther Ki him from bts defetfable 
vices, Right happie may we call thofe fathers, whofe hap 
is to haue ‘children inclined to vertue: for ifthey natural- 
ly be cuillinclined, neyther doth it profite, that whiche 
_ their maifters teach them, eyther wherefore their parents 
» docorrect them. After Fauftine was conceined with Com- 
> modus, fhe never ceafled fo fap, boive painefull be was in 
» h2eeding, and holve Daungerous tn bis birth sand bis nears 
» fes foz bis byting tuben be bid (ucke,altwayes complained : 
» infuche wife, that from the time of bis firft conception he 
» {was patnefull,and tedious 1 conucrfation. After Com- 
>» modus fwas tweined, and began fo fede him felf and learne 
» fo falke: prefentlpit appeared, that be was barve of cons 
>» Diffsn,intollerable fo fi crue, ingrateful of benefites,a guts 
» tonin feeding, malicious in countenaunce, crucil tn ree 
» Uengement,tmpatient in inturics,paoude in commanndes 
» ments, and aboucall, ilthp,touble, and oncertaine in bis 


falke, 
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talke, At the firte peare of bis age,it was maruellous fo ,, 
fecholwe tnfotender peares, he twas qtuen te allmanner ,, 
- pf bice :fbat none whatfoeuer in times paff, had bled fuch ,, 
induftric fo pasucepther valiant o2 learned, as the One ,, 
fortunate Commodus dia trauell fo be vicious. Be twas ,, 
fharpe anvof a delicate wit, andofercellent memozte : he 
was alfo, quareiling, valiaunt, anddoughtie: nioft appar 
rantinbim fronsbis tfatcie + for be twas neuer fene fo 
feare ether twater, 02 fire,{two2de,0; wilde beatles. sae 
ture alfo hadinducd him with naturall abilities, whicde 
baliauntneffe tf he badimployed in Warres,cpther bis mes 
mozie bite learning, 02 bis wit onto vertucs, he might’ 

baue pzoued an other Alexander in potwefle: 02 Plato a 
dit (cience, epther Traianc iniuffice : but by cuill conuers ” 
fation, he riadtly refembled Brute the traptour, Nero the ” 
cruell , and Catiline the tyzant. oo) * 


CHAP. II. 
Of the honourable titles,giuen vnto the 
Emperour Commodus,in time 
ofhisyouth. — 

WA StivithGanding that Commodus fwas as pet but 

young, be twas ouerthwart, quarellous, batefull, and 
generally of the people not tvellliked, At the age of fours 
fone peares, the Senate gaue him the title of Cafar ; not 
forthe merite of the fonne, but fo pealde fo the bertue cf 
the father. he Empersar Marcus Aurelius, feing his 
fonneingreale in age, and decreafe In berfue, adutled fo 
place bint ina college of priettes, with whom many fonnes 
of noble men were bed: but inthe end, he aslittle pacts 
fed, by fhe compante of prtelfes, as by the doctrtite of bis 
{cholemaiffers :f02 be beloe alivayes, enimitic With other 
mtens counfell,and areat friendhip with bis otone trill. 
Wl ben his father came fromthe Parthike twarres,, tn fos 
ken of aratefulnefie, the Senate qaue tufts Commodus 
the title of Prince: tubich name bnto that day, was Heuer 
ginen bute the fonne of any Cmperour, 
at) ib titfe Whe 
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Whe Romaine Princes held a cuftome, pearelp to gine 
onto the people fo2 their fuifentation, tobeate, twine, and 
ole, and other thinges, on tubich day altwayesin Rome 
they made areat fealtes, Commodus being then of fiftene 
peares of age, and alfo placed in the femple of Traiane, 
gate and diutded bnfo the people, thetr accuftomend hares 
of wheate,ople,and toine; on that day Commodus twas fa 
featted of all the Senate, as bis father teas the day be ens 
tered triumpbhing into Rome. @ben the Cmperour Mar- 
cus Aurelius came from the twarres of the Argonautes, he 
was receiued info Rome with great triumpbe : and the 
moze fo honour and fo do him pleafure, the Senate did 022 
deine, that his fonne Commodus, fhould with him be plas 
fed, in the chariot triumphant: ¢ further ¢ befine this, they 
did inuett him with fhe garment impertall: that is to fay, 
they didabilitate and elect him, that after the death of bis 
father, bis forne Commodus fhould be Cmperour, Mar- 
cus Aurelius Wwentinto Aegypt, andalfointo Aflyria, to 
bifite thofe countries, and lead with bint bis fonne Com- 
modus. Whe Senate dnderflanding the noble works anv 
deedes Iwhich be performed in al thofe countries and pos 
uinces,fent him a difpentatts of the !ato Annuaria, tohich 
Did probtbife, that no poung man might be admitted to be 
Conful : to fhe end that freely he might eftablith bis fonne 
Commodus,RomaineConful. Commodus twas but rbij, 
peates of age, tohen be fatne bim felfe clad twith the intpe- 
riall garment, foben be diuived hares of reliefe onto the 
comunon people, twoben be was elected a Romaine Conful, 
and twas placed With bis father inthe chariot triumphant: 
iwhich foure titles and bonsurs, were not given fo honour 
the fonne, but to pleafe the father. Bis propotid twas after 
this manner : bis body long and lender, bis face faire and 
Wwell bearded, bis eyes qreat and blacke, bis handes white 
and long fingred,bis baire pellotw ¢ thicke : finally,be was. 
fo faire and fo gratious, thatin bis perfon there twas no: 
blenith, either in bis life any thing tobe peapfen, 
At was monTrous and allo lamentable to te; re 
3 this: 
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this Prince teas naturally endiicd With fobiah awite, » 
and of {uch perfect fingularitie of propoztion, andfurther, > 
being nanted Commodus, hotve to all purpofes, be twas »» 
inconmmodions, that accozding fo theindgement of al mé, »» 
he twas not onely dniwo2thie of fo great and Gnaular aras »» 
ces, but poffettcd bis life with great indiqnitie. > ¥ 
_ Commodus ban hts lockes fo perfect pelow, that hen »» 
they were nionedin the funne with the ay2e, they feemen »- 
not hayes, but tizedes of golde: and many belde opinion, »» 
confidering the tncomparable beautte ¢ fineneffe of his » 
perfor, and the liuely frethenefie of bis face , that be had »- 
nof bene tingend220 by mankinde ; but that the Coos had ., 
made him with theirotune handes. At all times then he ., 
DID ride Lhzough Rome, a bie both men ¢ womeé left their ., 
bufinefe, placing them felues at windolves , bppon bouz ., 
fes, andall ftreetes, to beboloe him, as hough they han ., 
never feene him: buf asimuchas they pratfed him fo2 bis ,, 
beauntfie: fo muche did they difpzatfe and abboore bim fod ., 
bis wicked life ; Commodus twas farre out of fauour ,, 
With bis father Marcus Aurelius, and to muche cheris 
theo of bis mother Fauftine; tobercin bothe the one and 
the other bad great reafon i fo2 doubtlefte, be gathered fw 
fiarall profite of bis fathers counfell, and folowed fo much 
fie libertic of bis mother, Commodus had another b202 
ther named Verifsimus, dnto home, if be bad not oped 
pound, the father bad left the Empire: but fo the deftis 
hies did o2deine, that he dicd tuhich deferued to line, and 
that be lined tobich deferucd fo dye. TAhen in the pres 
fence of Marcus Aurelius, talke yas moned of Weinces 
that had bene honourable and happye: fome pratfing As 
Jexander, that ouercame Darius: others, Scipio that tubs 
dued Haniball : others, Iulius Cetar that conquered Po- 
NE, sofhers, Auguitus that defeated Marcus Antonius: 
arcus Aurelius made this aunftwer: Tholdethe Empe- 
rour Nerua more happie then all the reft , and for 
no other caufe , but for that he adopted Traiane for his 
fonne, in fuch wife; that he ele€ted whomehe liked, and 
K,y, not 
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notas I mofteforrowful, that muft takefuch as they haute 
giuen mee, 


CHAP.IIT. 


Howe Commodus did inherite the Empire of 
his father Marcus Aurelius, and ofa 
certeine {peech which he ve 
fed vnto the Senate, 


F Q the rv. pere of the reigne of Marcus Aurelius, and 
in the 63. vere of bis age, warre was ratfed in Pano- 
nia, which at thefe dayesis otherwife named Hungarics 
intwbich warres the cod Cmperour woulde goein bis 
inne perfor, leading alfo with him his fonne Commodus, 
according bute bis accuftomed manner , that by the fafte 
of traucisin the warres be Toula bende and velde hint 
(clfeto conferue peace. Dbhe Emperour in the greatetl 
heate and furie of thofe martiall affaires, Was foudetnly 
ffriken with a deadly ficknefle, andin fetve dayes depet- 
ned of big life: Commodus being then info tender peares, 
that be neither felt tobhat be loft, either the Daunger whers 
inbe fave. At the death of Marcus Aurelius , bis fonne 
Commodus twas elected zince , and confirmed Cxfar, 
{whereof proceeded (but chicfely fo2 affection they bare tne 
fo his father) that paefently be vas obeyed of all fhe ars 
mics, as true Emperour : notiwithfanding they all fale 
pected, be Gould be the loffe of their common wealth, and 
peocure tobis perfon fome-cuil conclufion.’Befoze the ems 
perour Aurelius died, he left bts fonne Commodus conv 
mended Brito cetteine Cutours , as well fortunately to f- 
nithe thofe warres begonne , as alfo fo alt and countell 
hint tv the couernement of the common wealth, becaufe p 
father comprehending the fonne, div feare, that leaning 9 
cniinies , be would abandon bim felfe bute bices : and als 
thouah the common wealth were forgotten, twould DeDdis 
cate bin felfe bute the pleaturcs of bis perfor. — : 
| Lie 
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Whe evequies for the gad eince Marcus Aurelius be- 
ing celebzated, and fumptuousfacrifices allo offered fo2 
hint onto the Gods, Commodus was aduiled by bis cet 
fell, to bfe fome {peache bute all bis Senatours , and caps 
faines attendant in thofe toarres: tobo being aduaunced 
bppon ats high (kaffolde, began after this manner to mak 


T he Oration of (ommodus made 


to the Senate, | 


Thevniuerfall calamitie , and the particularfor- 
rowe, which for the death of my father, this forrow- 
full day doth reprefent, is no leflecommon ynto you 
then to mee: for if I haue loft a pittifull father , you 
hauc lofta righteous and aiuft Prince. My loffeis 
not {mall, that haue loft {uch a father, but much more 
haue you loft, that hauc loft fucha Prince : becaufe 
the hurte of one is tollerable, but that which redoun- 
deth to the offence ofmany , for euer is to belamen- 
ted. Experienceteacheth vs ,that of an hundred fa- 
thers, there benottwaine, that ate euill vnto their 
children : and by thecontrarie, of an hundreth prin- 
ccs, ye hall hardly finde twaine, that exquifitely fhal 
proue good for their fubie&tes . If this be true, as ic 
is mofte true, that I haue faide: itis iuft, and verie 
iuft, chat if fonnes lament the death of their parentes, 
with teares of their eyes: that fubieCtes bewaile the 
death of their good Princes , with drops from their 
heartes. : 

Howe humble my father hath beene ynto the 
Gods, how feuere with y wicked, howe affable with 
good men,how patient in iniuries , how grateful for 
er me ferutice,, 
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feruice, howe bountifull in his houfe, and howe zea- 
lous forthe common wealth : although you haue 
{eene, you haue not throughly comprehended : for 
that good Princes be not exa€tly knowen, vntil they 
be loft , My father.was fo fortunate and venturous 
in the warres , fo fingular in {cience, fo fincereand 
cleane of life, and fo perfecte a louer of the common 
wealth, that the dead had enue atthe liuing, not of 
the life which they poffeffed, but ofthe Prince which 
they inioyed. Itmay not be denied, butthat the 
Romaine Empire is in debt and beholding vnto.ma- 
ny Princes paft : but I faye and-afirme,that Rome is 
mote in debt vnto my father, aboueall other: for o- 
thers made the common wealth riche, but my fa- 
ther made it vertuous:,others repaired walles, but he 
reformed manners : and. that whichis more, others 
brought to paffe that Rome was feared ofall ftrange 
nations: but my father framed ,that Rome ofallin 
generall was both ferued and beloued. You all well 
vnderftande, what difference there goeth betwixt yo- 
luntarie, and forceable {eruice: for as my father did 
vie to faye, itis moretollerable to be commaunded 
of {ucheas loue vs , then to be ferued of fuchas ab- 
horre vs. My father hath now finithed his iourney, 
and certeinly , mofte perfeétly hath runne out his 
race: herein ye may conceiue his ineftimable loue 
towardes you, in that hecommended mee his one- 
ly fonne into y our handes : and if I followe and: per- 
fourme his will ,hegaue mee not the Empire to com- 
maund you, but to the ende/ fhould ferue you , for 
he expreffely gaue in charge, that my Empire: fhould 
tende more to your vtilitie, rhen to mine owne pro- 
fite,humbly befeeching the immortal Gods,to make 

mee 
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mee fuch , as my father at his death commaunded, & 
as you Romaines do wifhe anddefire : becaufe there 
is no man in this worlde fo euil , that defireth not to 
be gouerned by a Prince that is good. You with me, 
and I with you, inthe manner of our gouernement 

after his death, hedid verte well expreffe in the time 

of hislife , direting me by commaundement to call 

you fellowes , and forbidding you to call me Lord: 

for his defire was, that you fhould fauour ,and coun- 
fell meas afonne: and that] fhould deale with you 
as with brethren, and truft & beleeule youas fathers. 
The loue which the gods do beare vs , the fame my 
father alwayes vfed with you: that is to fay,he did fo 
tenderly loueyouall ,as if yeall had beene but one 
man: whereof it foloweth that youare not fo much 
in his debt,for that which he did for you,as for y hee 
woulde haue done,and coulde not. 1 remember me, 
that many times being a childe , my father delighted 
that ye fhould take, imbrace,kiffe, and cherifh me: to 
the end that imbracing of me in your armes, ye fhuld 
place mein your hartes : andalfo,that I finding your 
armes open , fhoulde not yniuftely clofe my bowels 
from you. My Empire is notas the Empire of others, 
y is,I neither bought it with money , either obteined 
it by voices,or wonne it by armes,or toke it by guile: 
no doubtiles, it isnot fo: for as others obteine by ad- 
uéture,naturally I inherite. You haue great reafon in 
mindeto be fatiffied , andin harte contented , fince 
yc haue a prince not deliuered by the hands of ftran- 
gers, but borne in your owne houfes . I confefle that 
to proue good, itauaileth muche to defire and alfo 
procure to be good: but ioyntly herewith I faye, 
that to bea prince, it neceflarily requireth to. haue the 
Bs, i fauour 
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fauour of his kingdome: for otherwife, if ftrauns 
gers do repugne, and fubietts do not fuccour, it may 
be in his owne handes to bea good man , but not in 
his power to bea good Prince. 

My father was olde,and I am yong,wherof it fo- 
loweth,y more glorie redoundeth vnto you,by yeal- 
ding obedience vnto me,then vnto my father:bicaufe 
obedience done vnto him , proceeded of the merit of 
his authoritie : but that which yee fhall yealde ynto 
mee,proceedeth of your ownepurevertue. All the 
rewatdes honours,and offices ;that my father gaue in 
time of his life from henceforth I confirme them vn- 
to {uch as hold them: for that being (as he was) both 
holy and vertuous, the Gods aproouiug all his actes, 
it were not iuft,they fhould be difalowed of men. 
Neither in the dignities of the Senate,the captain- 
fhippes of the armies, the offices of my houfe,there is 
nothing to be fayd,much lefleto be altered: only one 
thing remaineth betwixt my father and mee, which 
is,that I confirme his good works, & change my vn- 
reformed maners. Let vs ioyntly put on noble minds, 
to giue good end vnto the watres whiche my father 
hath fo happily begunne, which being finifhed , -wee 
will all goe to our eafeand folace, and inioy the plea- 
{ures of Rome : whiche warres , if wee fhould leaue 
vndone , although the burte fhould redound to mee, 
the faulte fhould proceede and be imputed vynto you, 
I will not faye more vnto you, my friendes & com- 
panions, butthat I requeft and defire you, alwayes 
tocommend ynto your memorie , the greate lou 
that my father hath borne you, and the good dea- 
ling he alwayes vfed with you « that from his anti- 
quitie,my tender yeres , and your greate vertue, ye 
may 
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‘maye framea Prince , good for your felues,and pro- 
fitable for the common wealth . : 

Finally, I faye that if ye haue my father in remé- 
braunce, ye will neuer forget or difobey mee his 
fonne : for comparing his vertue with my libertie: 
doubtleffe and without comparifon ,ye fhal bemuch 
‘more perfuaded by his noblenefle , then altered by 
my youthfulnefle. 


his tatke being finithed, much money was thoetvert » 
out amongett the armypes becaufe, on (uch dayes , tt was »» 
amongelt the Romaines muche bfed. Whe Romaine »» 
Wainces dinnot muche barie from reafon, fo giue and». 
paomife muche money in fhe beainninge of their Cm ., 
pires : for as muche asthe malice of man is greedie and ,, 
couetous: they are more perfuaded withea little money ,, 
which is given, then with many wordes that are fpoken ,, 
vnto them. 8 


7 CHAP. IIII. 
@ Of a certeine famous and notablefpeeche, 
vied by one of his tutours: for that 
he would leaue the warre of 
Panonia vofinifhed. 


Au fhe officers ofthe Senate ,andall the captaines of 
the armie dia maructloully mitigate their fozrowe 
fo2 the death of their motte louing Ho2be Marcus Aure- 
linus , oben they bearte bts fonne Commodustatke with 
fogreate fingularitie : not onely foz that be confirmed, 
Wwhatfoever bis father had done, but alfo becaule be pzo- 
mifed by imitation moff naturally fo refemble bim. 
4But tobat and botwe creat difference twas befivire the 
fwordes of this Weinee at that inflant, ¢ the wozrkes which 
after be perfourmen in bislife, teas muche ¢ fm muche: 
fo nothing tas moze aparant, then that al bis gad words 
and 
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and wakes, bppon that dap did finifhe and fake anende, 
becaufefrom that dap, be didnot onelp (peake entl , and 
dDocuill: but that which ts fom of all , t€ was neuer 
feene, thafeuer be bad any motion 02 defirefodo gwd. 
Many be wicked, and defire to amende: but this perfor 
fo bubappte and folde fo finne, ivas not fo day fo euil: that 
be delired and procured not to mio2zrowe to be iworke. 
Cerfeine dayes after be bad died this talke bntotbe ars 
my, he permittedfo be gouerned by the aduife of bis tus 
fours: but even thoatly after be both fozgate the conmmatis 
dement of bis father, and bis promife made bnfo bis men 
of twarre: fo2 that be loft not onely the feare of bis tuto2s, 
but alfo the louc and fhame onto bts friendes, Commo- 
” dus tuben be did inberite the Gmpire, twas tweake , delis 
_ cate, and of fender peares : but notwithanding bio bfe 
” fuch licence and libertie of life, that becaped bis perfor, 
” and Danmnified bis inclinationand manners. bis tufors 
” and gouernours finding the offence that infued therof, abs 
” ull ed fo remoue the mifchiefe by infozmation and counfel 
’ infecrete: but fo peruerfe twas bis condition, that for 
” their gentle admonition, be bid pzefently abbozre them. 

” frolwwe when Commodus had publiquely loft bis feare 
” puto tutors, bis cbedience bute gouernours , and rence 
” rence dnto bis friendes, be woulde neither bebolde the 
” one, 62 fycake with the other: but that all bis commus 
” nication, and conuerfation twas with perfans light , young 
» and Bictous , Onto home be committed all bis tecrefes; 
» Yoho began fo perfuade him toleane the wwarres, fo goto 
» Rome, renuing bis memozie with the opulencie of Italie, 
» andthe beautie of Rome; andiopntiy did murmur af the 
» land of Panonia, faping, it was barren, dpe, colde, pw2e, 
» AND contagious :andthat to dinke a pitcher of water, 
o> Coep Were fir conttrained fo boeake the Xce. 

With thefe and fuche like wa2des , Commodus {ras 
eafitp perfuaded fo leaue the twarres cf Panonia, anv 
cake bis tuaye info Italie: and to bzing the fame toeffect, 
calling bis futours and goucrnours. into bis auntie 

anes 
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faited to haue ateafe (ulpicion , that twbile he remained ti 
p wwarrs , fome others thould cofptre erebel in Romesin 

refpect tobereof taadoypde p tvmpffe, he was determined 

firft to affure bim felfeof bis otone countrics , before bee 

conquered flraung kingdoms, So greate forroive entred 

the barfs of the geuerners andcapfeines, that tuere pre- 

fent at that affemblye, that beauily caltinge their conntes 

nautices on the crounde, they were not able fo aunftwere 

ote t0m20.4 Senafour named Popeyanus being prefent 

at that counfell,tvbo bad married Lucilla, paughfer bnto 

Marcus Aurelius,and elder fitter tnfo Commodus: bes 
fids bis altance in marriage, be was.a man both rich, wile, 

baliaunte , and aunciente ; and fherewwithall bad greate 
boloneffe in that which he did , and no lefle credit in that 
which be faide . his Conful Pompcyanus, beholding all 
fhe affembly in great ilence, thought qmd fo fake in band, 
foaunfiwere the Cmperour Commodus after this mane 
rer, 


T be Oration of Pompeya- 


nus to Commodus. 


Oh my fonne , and my Lord, for thee to haue de- 
fire to fee Rome ,& to go into Italie, is no meruel: 
for the fame which thou defireft , all we hauc longe 
wifhed,but folowing and imbracing reafon , we en- 
dure not to be ouercome or carried away with fen- 
fualitie. Icall thee fonne, becaufe I haue bred and 
noutifhed thee from thy youth:and J call thee Lord, © 
becaufe thou art Lorde of my mother Rome: by the 
one Lam boundeas a faithful! vaffall to followe and 
obeye thee, and by the other thou art bound as ynto 
a. good fatherto beleeue me:and may it pleafe the im- 
mortal! gods, that thou haue as ready an harte to be- 

vaste , JRE leeue 
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lecue my counfels, as I hauc , redilie to obeye'thy 
commaundements - ) 
Many yeares I did folowe and ferue thy father,and 
alfoam fully perfuaded, that my feruice was otate- 
full vnto lis harte , and did not onely tenderly loue 
me, butalfo frankely gaueand recompenced me : for 
which reafon, yvnto him and his houfe I will neuer 
become ingratefull : and am determined, one for one 
to counfell thee, in that which thou oughteft to doe, 
andafterwardes employ my life where in thou halt 
cémaund me. In that which I fhal now fay, if Phaue 
not that reuerence, that from a vaffall is due vnto the 
Lorde, at the leafte I fhall haue that loue that a father 
doth owevanto hus fonne:, and ifnowe thou hhalt be 
difpleafed,with my words, and halt takethem to o- 
ther ende then they be {poken , the time fhall come, 
wherein thou fhalt repente thee, for not beleeuing the 
old Pompeyanus, and that thou haft followed thine 
owne will and iudgment . But comming to the pur- 
pofe, thou feeft (mofte fouereigne prince ) thatall 
which be prefent, neither do beholde or anfwer thee, 
which may not proceede , but that either they knowe 
not to {peake, or dare not anfwere, or els they thinke 
thou wilte not beleeue them : any of which, is too 
muche hurtefull and daungerous: becaufe it is a faulte 
in a prince,to demaunde counfell of him that know- 
eth nor to giue it: but it is muche woorfle when 
they dare not{peake that whiche is meete to be faide: 
but that whiche is woorfte of all ; is, when aprince 
Knoweth not to take the benefite of good caun- 
Cell. ya 
If thou hadft in remembraunce , what thy father 
commaunded , it were fuperfluous ar this prefent to 
—— aduaunce 
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aduaunce my felfe to giue thee counfell: and I dread; 
that as thou hafte made no accompt of his com: 
maundement.,in muche lefle eftimation thou wilt 
holde my requeft :butin the ende I will fay my opt 
nion , andafter wardes , make choyce of what. thall, 
or may pleafe thee. 

My fonne,call to remembrance whofe fonne thou 
weit, thatistofay , of my Lorde Marcus Aureli- 
us: for if thou doeft confider that thou hadft to father 
fo good a father ; thou art muchebounde, being his 
fonne,to prouea very good fonne » Thou dideft in- 
herite of thy father his houfe, his goodes , his eftate, 
and his memorie: all which doubtleffe is verie little, 
ifthou didft not inherite his :nobleneffe : becaufe,for 
thy onely vertue thou art to be honoured & obeyed: 
as touching the reft, as thou didft inherite in one day 
thou maift lo{ein one houre ,"The glorie which thou 
receiueft ,to haue fo good afather,fo neare and in 
companie with the Gods, thefame fhoulde hee haue 
there ,to haue fo good.a fonne here amongft men: 
for other wife, as muchepléafureas thou takelt of 
his glorie,fo much griefe fhall he receiucof thy infa~ 
Bless Soa ctetn ete 10h, srno5T 
Thou wilte (my,fonne ) leaue! this -warre whiche 
thy father hath begonne,and wilt go to enioy- the de- 
lights of Rome: I {weare by the immortall Gods, I 
may not immagine y vaworthineffe of him that put 
the fame into thy heade: becaufeducheand fo oreate 
an enterprifeas this , ought notto be leftevnfinifhed, 
either ifit were not begonne,vnperfourmed.. ' 

Thou mayeft not denie , but that thy father 
was wite,aduifed,patient, & yaliance,which being fo 

L.ii. ; In 
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in:my iudgmente it fhoulde be right iufte; thatthou 
fhouldeft aduenture thy goods, whete in he aduentu- 
redand alfo loft his life. The affaires of Italieare in 
peace,in Rome ther is no mutinous perfon,in Afia,8 
Aftica’, there 1s no common wealth out of quiet : the 
caufe therof procedeth,of y great affectio which they 
did beare vnto thy father: and ofthe greate power, 
y bere they vnderftand his fonne doth poffefle, which 
if thowforfake , 8 lofe therewithail fo great reputa- 
tion: thou thalt leaue the Barbarians “in peace , and 
make warre againit thy felf. Hf thou (my fonne) wilt 
obteine reftanda good life, fufteine and conferue 
that which thy father did winneand gette in time of 
his life: and thou fhalte finde’, that he conquered all; 
wonneall, recouered all ,and madeall plaine: and it 
isnorvniuttly faide , that he had all: for if he eonque- 
red walles with armour, he wonne hartes with good 
woorkes and noble deedes .. My fonne’, what wilte 
thou feeke out of Panonia,y thou mayeft not find in 
Panonia : if thou defite to fee Rome, I giue thee vn> 
derftanding , that true Rome is where the Emperour 
of Rome is refident : becaufe Rome is not holden for 
Rome , for the ftately walles where with it is com- 
piffed.; but for the: heroicall men wher withitis go- 
erned .. Ly DAB, | 
If thou wilt haue riches behold here is y treafure and 
the collectors thereof. If thou wilt haue men of coun- 
fell, here is the whole facred Sénate: If thou wilte 
haue men of noble mindes } there aré none in the 
wotlde ,.as thofe of thinearmie. . | 
If thou wilte haue luftie younge men of thine 
age , here are the fonnes of all the noble Ro- 
mMiaines, en Phy ee 5 
If 
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If thou wilt fithe, behold here the great riuer Danu- 
bie, ifthou wilt hunte and chace the wilde beafte,here 
ate fharpe mountaines , if thou wilte haue faire wo- 
men, behold here women both of Rome and Germa- 
nie mofte beautifull, If this be true, as it is moft true, 
wherefore my fonne wilt thou departe from Rome, 
cogo and fecke Rome? If vpon the foudaine thou 
leaue this watre, thou fhale ftaine thy fame witha 
greate blemifh,and alfo put thy common wealth in 
great daunger : becaufe the barbarous fhal thinke,that 
thy power is not fufficiét to ouercome them, and alfo 
that thou dareft not attempt to aflaile them . Thy 
father lefte thee with greate power,and greate reputa- 
tion in the Empire:and thou(my fonne)fhouldeft ra- 
ther bend and fixe thine eyes to conferue thy reputa- 
tion,then thy potencie: becaufe thy power only pro- 
fiteth againft thine enimies : but thy reputation pro- 
fiteth to conquer enimies,8& to conferue friends. And 
thou oughteftnotto conceiue or think that y power 
of the Romaine princes is fo great, that it lieth in their 
handes at their ownelikinge to make warre or peace 
with the barbarous nations : bycaufe there is nothing 
wherin fortune is leffe correfpondent then Martial 
affaires . The good princes ought todo muche, tra- 
uell muche, and alfo aduenture muche , toavoyde 
warte and to obteine peace: but after they are deter- 
mined to attempt and profecute the fame,they ought 
torefpette nothing more then the finifhing thereof: 
becaufe many euiles are cutte off, bya good watte , 
which may not be finifhed or brought to pafle with 
a fufpicious ora doubrfull peace. Itisgreate folly for 
any man to endaunger him felfe, onely vppon the 
hope ofa remedie:but much more iit , when a man 
| x | ae Be hath 
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hath allredie thrufte him felfe into daunger, notto 
fecketo efcape the perill thereof. 


CHAP YV; , 


How Commodus left the warres of 
Panonia to goto Rome. 


A fier that Pompeyanus hav ended his Doation, Com: 
modus d12 fheto hin felfe affended 9 fo2 the opening 
thereof tn fo commen affemblp , and pleafenfor the intes 
gtitie of his woo2des , giuing for an anfwere, that fo the 
p2elent be twoulde deferre bis Departing ; bntill ripe couns 
fell, thould determine fome other matter, Pot withans 
ding bts (miallage , be tas of fuche difimulation in mate 
fers he tuoulde binge fopatfe , and fovouble in bis tyo2d8 
lwhich he vid (peake , that the aunfwere which be made, 
Wwas not to the intente to ttap hig departing , but fo cons 
firme them iinegligence and want of pronidence, Bt was 
publifhen tn the whole armie, what Pompeyanus had fapd 
trfo Commodus, and that the departing info Italic was 
deferred bitill the Wwarres Were finithen : of which neives 
fome were pleafed,and fome difpleated : becanfe the aun- 
_ tkenfand berfuons twithen all thinges to be none fo the 
bonour of the common. wealth : but the younger perfons 
and fuche as Were bitions, had defire fp go fo the bices of 
Rome, cme remaining quiet, and others negligent, 
Commodus determined fo proceede twith his purpofe:and 
Ww2ote certeine letters ont Rome, tuberin be commany: 
bed, fyepy Houlde ozder bis houleand prepare for his cont 
Ininge: and he dtd alfo weite, that they Mhoulve relicue him 
init) fome monye , fo2 that {ith the warres be teas much 
confurmned. THs letters beitig dtfvatchen bnfo Rome,Coms 
modus commannded all the valiant capteins to come tn- 
te bis peefence, tith whonte be dip conununicate the 
manner 
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sraritter'and famien tohich be woulde ble with.thete bar2 
parous people, fo frame them to yealo fo fone Houuett 
fruce: tifa better cdclufion might not be cbfcined, fo finiy 
the faine with a peace dearly bought. After that meficn- 
gets had pated betwirt Commodus and the iBarkarians 
biuerfly toandfro: inthe ende it vas refoluecd, that bee 
renderedmany counttics, that badbenic taken fron the 
eninties, and allo gane the a great (umme of money: and 
they promited to continue frienbes, but nof batlals unto 
the Romatnes, Dhis conclufion being knotone andipu blis 
{hed, twas nof aliftle,qrienous bnto alkrioble mints cf the 
arntie : becanfe mot truely the capitulation thereof twas 
to te infamous , that inrefpect of the fate of thofe twarrs 
it was not onelpnot to be Done, cifber asmuch as to be 
talked of Af thefe infamous conclafions , ano) paimente 
of fo greate fummics of money,be gave no parte therof bit 
to f Senate 02. gouernours to bndertande, but buto (uch 
snien of warre as be bnderftmde had defire fo be gore, and 
{uchas bethought ourft not repugne, he fame beinge 
publitheo that Commodus fwould depart towards Rome, 
the whole armie twas fo altered, that none would remaine 
in the frontiers, but that every mat without o2der,p2e- 
pared with greate halt to returne into Italic; in fuch toile 
that Commodus, not onely cealed fo continue bottilitte a 
gaint Barbarians , but alfo left ne garrifons,fo quard 
fhe Romaine people. Zhe Emperour Commodus pare 
fed frout Panonia fo goto Rome, p tenth day of p moneth 
of cb2uarie : and fo greate vas bis defire to come fo 
Rome,that in many cities tobich were tn bis way, toyere 
they came forth forecetue him,be would not onely fay to 
heare what they would fay, cither receiue P ubich they 
would prefentsbut alfo aloneand difguifed, wt potte 
wouldve pale theire frets. 

Zucrevible was the pleafure tobhich they receiaed tit 
Rome, tobe Commodus did weite of bis partinge front 
Panonia: but muche aveater twas their toye, wbci 
they bndver fede that be iwas at bande :fo2 remembinge 
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that he Was boone amongett thent, and that thep had bren 
and nourithed him, and that be toas the fonne of fo qoova 
father : they belde if fo2 certeine, that inbis time Rome 
(moze then ever it did) Gould flourith, anv that eueryp man 
tn particular, ould augment bis cltates 3n refped of the 
greate loue and reucrence they dio beare onto the father 
Marcus Aurelius, and the repoote bloiwne among the 
Romaines of p fingular beantie of bis fonne Commodus, 
they dtd fo ertremly defire fo fer hint, that he bel bint felfe 
inoit happy that came furthelt off to recciue him, Warche 
luas balfe pat toben Commodus came to Romeat which 
time trees do pealde fm2th their dowers ; anv ficlos thetr 
fragrant {melles: againt& the dap that be thoulve enter 
Rome,fhe Romains had mane all wayes euenand cleane, 
and banqueting boufes deckte with boughes to cate and 
Deicke in s the Denatours came forth in ateat order ; the 
women of Rome infamptuous apparel, ethe totonefinen 
all with boughes andareene braunches, in foch manner 
they receiued him that day with as greate pleafure and 
isy.as fhe bad entered inbis chariocte triumphant triume 
phiige ofall Afia, After be entred the citie, that wwhiche 
be firfke dtd, was, in vifitinge all the temples within the 
fame: chiefive be fayed in p temple of Iupiter, there he 
offered funipfuousfacrifices , all the noble men of Rome 
being prefent, Alfo be did bilite certaine auncient fepuls 
chers,efpectally p fepulchee of Adrian, of Traiane,of An- 
toninus Pius bis grandfather; of Fauftina his grand mos 
ther, ¢ Fauttina alio hig mother: and fome thinges » tere 
ni them entil bandlev, 02 decayed, be cOmaunden to beres 
paredand mave better. Joyning onto the fepulch2e of 
Adrian, be commaunded another fepulchze to be mane, 
riche and. fnmptuous, wherein the bones of bis father 
Marcus Aurelius {houlae be tranflaten , which fepulehre 
betug Gated, and bauing in remembaunce howe greafe 
loue Marcus Aurelims did beare them > and he gad ¢ fins 
cere Dealing be bfed with them , the Romaines din bifite, 
bonour,ano beloe bis fopulehze in as greate reuerence, as 
their 
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their ebicfeft tentpies. SLhis done , Commodus ona vay 
went onto p Senate, fapitig and gtuinge them Warning, 
that ia all and fo2 all thinges, thep thoulde fellotwe the o2+ 
pinanuce of bis father, and perfoame and crecute all that 
he bad comimaunded thent: becaule after this manner, fhe 
{niperial fate fhould be conferued as concerning fraunge 
nations: and the common wealth wel governed amongt 
them (clues. Alfo bee commaunded all Zudgesef Rome 
fo come before bint, charginge and conimaundinge 
them, that twithout all erception of perfons , equalip to 
gine fentence accozdinge fo tuftice : with a Warntnge,that 
if any of thent fhoulde prefume fo attempt the contrarie, 
to haue bis fentence revoked ,andbts perfon chafficed. 
The Romaines receiued greate delight,to {e holv Com- 
modus {was obedient bnto the Gods, alouer of temples, 
grateful onto bis friendes,and selous of the comton twelth: 
- but alas fo2 Coxrowe, fo felve were the monethes, andals 
fo the Daves, that this qratious beate endured, thatit {es 
med rather they bad deeamed it, then that be bad done 03 
perfoznied if, | | 


-» CHAP.VL 


Howe Commodus was cruell, and ofthe crus 
elties which he vfed, 


[f the hinteenth yeare of bis age and the thirde peare of » 
his Cmpire,be aduertifca the Senate, that be would bl- » 
fite all the cities in Italie: at bis Departinge from Rome ;> 
be tocnt bifothe mountaines to hunte, on tobiche chace, »» 
many tere the Dayes that Heimployed, much mony bee -» 
fpente, but mucheand many moze Were the vices tobich » 
be there committed, 33 
Che monethes andodve dayes he went a fithing atre .., 
ners, pallinge the ficlues , and buntinge in mountatnes: .. 
in all whiche time be neuer entered citie, folune, 02 bile .. 
lage , citver flepfe in anve bonfe : and then lent bis .. 
1,0, come ., 
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» comntannpenient bnfo the Senate fo paepare 4 triumph, 
> £92 that be woulde enter trimmpbinge into Rome; affirs 
» minae, that he better deferucd triumph, fo2 killing beats 
» that oiveate corne, then other Cinpercurs fog kiilinge of 
» men thatlined ti totones. Whe Senate neither might o2 
> pur, but toreccine him inith great triumph + ¢ the abbo: 
» minable Commodus, moft odionfip in the chartot trium: 
» ybant , placcda pounge man named Anterus 4 andor 
» vélp, after the manner of man and Wife,did tmbeace eche 
» other. Anbis pacgrefle and paflimes tubiche hee bled tu 
>) thofemountaines, belofi no parte ofbiseutli cuffomes: 
» but rather added cutll bpon cuill: that ts fo fay, the fierces 
> neffe which berecouered in Gaping of totlde beafkes, after 
»> bis comming to Rome Heimploied tn murdering of mae 
> ny honourable perfonages..As touchinge the firfl , itis. to 
> {neete he banifhed rriit. Confuls, pole their gads, and 
> madecarewaroe therof butobis fraumpets ; ¢other. infae 
>> nous perfous : whereof fiue by impoztunate futte, of bis 
> gratious fauour were refto2ced fo their houles , and thoet- 
> Ip after be cutt off their beads . Shere was in Romea 
» Senatour ranted Birrius, a nvan in p days of Marcus Au- 
» relius much eftcented, oho velerucd to marry witha fitter 
» of Commodus : who fo2 that be Loarned and informed 
» Commodus of bis euill and foule life, be commaunded 
» hin and all bis friends fo be Matnesand allo al the altes and 
» feruants bnfo bis fitter . 
»  Frouvthe time of Commoadus father, there was res 
>» taining acertaine prefect named Ebutianu sa man motte 
» truclp auncientin peares, andno ponglinge tn bertues: 
» Commodus being aduertifen that Ebutianus had much las 
» mented the death of the Conful Birrius; Onto tubo Com- 
» modusfent ametlenger fo fap bnto bint; that be woulde 
» onterikand of bim, tf be tooulde tweepe for the death 
» tobiche befente bin, as be bad tweept toith the life indich 
» he potleffed : tubiche being fatte, bp the commaundement 
» of Commodus he cutte off bis bead. 

Another Senatour named Apolautftus, who alfo fozotve 
cd 
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ed fhe death of Ebutianus, Commodus continaunaed £0 55 
be fiaine. * 

Whe vaye that Apolauftus twas erecuted cerfeine », 
young centlemen of Commodus his chamber, toben they s5 
Onderttode of crecution Done Onto fuche as mourned »» 
foz Ebutianus : they denifen to make a Meive of arcat Wye sy 
for the deat of Apolauftus to efcape the like Daunger: 25 
thereof Commodus being abuertifed , be comuraunded >, 
their thzotes fo be cutte: faping p for any acte done of the 5, 


prince, they ought neither to laugh or weepe? but heare >, - 


and fee and holde their peace, Alfo be fletwe Seruilius and », 
Dulius with all their parentage which were defcended oF 5, 
thelinage of Silla; andbe fletwe Antius Lupus Petroni- 9, 
us, and Mamertus {with all their bande, which wwcre of >, 
the littage of Marius, affirminge » that be erecuted the Sil? ,, 
lans , to revenge the Marians, and evecuted the Mari- ,, 
ans forenenge the Sillans. 5. 
here wasin Rome a pounge gentleman a couten fo ,, 
Commodus, both very faire and balianf: and one faying 5, 
by chaunce onto Commodus, that Mamertus Antoni- ,, 
anus his conten, vio'refenrble bim in fauour, and imitate ,, 
him in valiantnele she conmmaunded thent both prefent ,, 
Tp fo be laine, affirming, that he toulac be an Cmperour ,, 
that did fo refemble and compare with bint. Amonall o- ,, 
ther anciente Romaines, there were fire olte Confuls, ., 
fohofe names twere, Alius Futcus , Celius Felices, Lucius .,, 
Torquatus, Alatius Ropianus, Valerius Baflianus 4nd ,, 
Patulius Magous , ths fo2 their impotencie were not a- ,, 
ble to come onto the Denate , be conumatitiaed thei ali fo ,, 
be daine : faving , that he was bhounde to doin Rome, as ,, 
the good gardener in his orchard : $18 £0 fay,that the dric ,, 
oldetree muft becutte or puld vp by the roote and caft | 
sntothe fire. Zn the goucrnement of Afia, the Senate had ,, 
placed Sulpititts Crafflus , Lulius Procutus , and ,, 
Claudius Lucanus » a Procon{uls fo qoucrne thofe .. 
prouinces s whamre tithe their famtilies , Commodus ,, 


ane opder to be muriheres with poxler 5 pels i 
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» hts poefence they were praifed,fo2 thetr decdes donein A- 
» fia tandalisfo2 conmumunication , tobich they bad of bis es 
» ils committedin Rome, Marcus Aurelius bifitinge the 
>» kingpome of Achaia , bad bozne bute bima Peece, and 
» daucdter of bis fiffer, namedAnnia Faultina, whomealfo 
>, Commodus commannbed to be fapne : but the quarell 
» thathe bad to take away ber life , tuas , fo2 that he bad 
> married without biglicence. Dna cerfaine dap bpontie 
>, binge of Tiber, were fourfeene noble Romaines talking 
> and paffinge the time : and Commodus at that inftant 
», pallinge that way, faide bnto one that be fhould demaunde 
>, ag of him feife, tobereof they talked: bnfo Whome they ans 
>, {iwcared, that they were recountinge the berfues of Mar- 
,, cus Aurelius,and that they bad areat fozrotwe of bis death. 
,, Commodus hearing this anftwere, prefentlp andout of 
,, bande, commaundedall the ritit. gentlemen tobe hurled 
,, Headlong ouer the byivac into the riuer : affirming , that 
,, they coulde not f{peake well of his father, but that they 
,, muft fpeake euil of him which was his fonne, $e twoulde 
,, Many times play with the ftvozde players sand betiwirte 
,, lefte and earnett be killed a thoufand of theme was fo 
,, crucll of nature, and fodoughtte in bis dedes, that be bad 
,, 110 fcruple tokill , either feare fo be flaine. Commodus 
., percetuinge that al the Romaines flevd, either fo fe, beare, 
,, {peake,o2 to be connerfant with bin, fo no other ende but 
,, fo anoyde occafion fo be Maine at bis handess be rememe 
,, bed fo inuente a conlpiracie, which is fo vee, fofay and 
., publithe, that many bad confpired againt bim fo bis dele 
., truction : all tobich be commaunded fo be Hrangledand 
., cuttinpeces , notivithfandinge that any fuche confpiras 
., cle vas neuer thought of o2 intended, 
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Ofa certaine confpiracie attempted again{t Como- 
dus and of Perennius his moft fauou- 
red counfellour. 


Anioncck 
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A mongft other Giters, Commodus had one named Lu- 
cilla inhoin® life of ber father Marcus Aurelius , mas 
ricd with a Conful twohofe name was Lucius Verus, t&ehdc 
he apmitted with bis felfe to be chpanion inthe Cuipire, 
by fucy meaneas Lucilla toas intituled Cmpeefle, ¢ ber 
butbande Cmperour . Wuta pyeare and thoecmencties, 
Lucius Verus fined as companion tn the Cmpire with 
Marcus Aurelius , bis father in latoe : in fache toile, 
that even then, tobenbe twas berp younge, be lofte bis 
life, and Lucilla as pounge pecaimea widelwe. Lucius 
Verus being dead, Marcus Aureliusmarried bis daugh- 
ter Lucilla tnto a noble Romaine named Pompeyanus, a 
sat berie toife in letters, erperfe tnarmes , and auncts 
enteinpeares. After the death of Marcus Aurelius,Come 
modusfuceeding inthe Empire, andnot then wrarried 5 
pid allwwayes intreate his filter Lucillaas Gnrp2efle, fo2 
as muche as Mee bad beene twife bnfo an Cimperour sand 
alfobeing anauncient cuftome, continued inthe malice 
of man, that although the fate be finif}ed, and the goods +19 
cdfumed , nofivithfanding folly remaineth.glhus foove »» 
the cafe: Commodus twas after matrted Dnto a Romaine »5 
ladie namted.Crifpina, Dnto tobome from thence foozthe »» 
honour twas done, that was accullomed fo be bled bnfo »» 
Lucilla, $ is to fay,in 6 Dheatre og open place to {itt inp» 
chiefetk (eate,to receiue ciftes € prefents of free miter, and »» 
by the ways to baue torch linht,and fo be rectfedby name » 
in peapers made tn Temples, Vortali was the enute that » 
Lucilla receited , to bebolde the honour impertall Wwhiche » 
Chee had once itt potlefion, tobe remoued ,and pale bnifo »» 
ber fitter Crifpina : and from thence fo2th,all ber beuice, »» 
nractife and (peach, fended but forinde ber boother Gom- » 
modus of bislife, and Crifpina ber fitter inlatue of ber be- »» 
nour ® 39 
There was at courte with the prince a young gentle- ., 
sait of ome, of noble blonde, ¢ of face beautifull, with ., 
iwhourit twas bauted, Lucilla bled pnbonetk loue:bis nate ,, 
was Quadratus, the fonne ofa Dery riche father, buto 
Whos 
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” tohome thee difcouered the feerete of her intent, to kill ber 
” biother Commodus, becaufe be perfecuted her bufbande 
” Pompeyanus,¢ the Cntp2efeCrifpina did deadly hate ber, 
”. Quad ratus defirous to d9 Lucillaa pleafare, confen- 
” fed fo perfozme thatact ,¢ the oder which be bled therin 
” tyas, that he topnedin conifeil with the fonne of a Senas 
” four nanted Quincianus , a yong man both doughtie ¢ ba- 
* Liaunt: ubothenlde tyon the foudaine , with a {tyoo2d 
* Daatone, enter bpon Commodus inbis chamber, toith 
” thefe weeds This prefent the Senate fendeth thee: ana af 
”? the inffante to cutt off bis life. Quincianus accepted this 
» enterprife that ts to fay, to kill the Gmperour Commo: 
» dus : but failed at the time of the erecution thereof: fo2 
» notivithfanding be had courage fufficiel fo enter p chams 
» ber with a{ipo2d dDeatwen,pet fo performe the dede bis hart 
” (was Difmaide : irfuch wile , that the treafon Iwas bttered 
» and the de&ede bnperformend, 
»  Quincianus was p2efently taken, and difconered the 
» confptracte that Quadratus and Lucilla had deutfen fo2 the 
» deftructtd of the Cmperour Commodus,. And fo2 as much 
> as Quiucianus was fonne tntoa Senatour, Commodus 
> Did bearefo moztall hatred onto the Senate; that. frons 
» thence fo2th , twbhofoener named him felfe a Senatour, be 
» belde him fo2 a fratfour . Jnwmedtately after C ommodus 
» beganne foretqne, a twarrlike capfeine name? Perennis 
» us, fell info bis fauour: fobo tn martiall affaires was bes 
» Te erperte, and of inclination and condition noleffe pers 
» Herfe:fo2 bis pride twas tntollerable , ¢ bis couctoulnetle, 
» tnfatiable , Dye fanonr, conuerfatton,and credife , that 
» Perennius bad with Commtiodus loas fo fhe create preius 
» dice of al the Romaine people: becaufe if Commodus were 
» cruell, Perennius tuas moft cruell: if Commodus fad ye, 
» Perennius did perfuade fo fake vengeance: and beponde ak 
» fhe ref, dtd not difvade from bice , butinuented new des 
» htifes Co leade bnto wickednefe . Pompey anus beinga ma 
» both jonourable and aunctente, and bufband onto Lucilla 
9 proba tnt Commodus, the ¢ Mipcrour dd beare bint 
| {oute 


Emperour C ommodus. 179 


fomerenerence sandioyntly therewith , Lucilla had the » 
faine of great riches,in money ¢ teteells : fuberof proceeded », 
no fmall difpleafure Onto Perennius, whoehardelp induz »» 
rep the eftimation of others in the courte of tie Cuipes 
rour Commodus, 
Wibere bpon, the freafor being difcoucred, be with », 
aveate impatience did incite the Eimperour Commiodus, 5, 
ot Pompeyanus and Lucilla fo erecute crucl iuffice, wobtch ,, 
be inceffantly perfuaned,not fo2 tuftice fake, but to finifh p ., 
fauour which the Cuiperour did beare onto Pompecyas ., 
nus, and fo gette ontobiin (clfe the treature of the ladie ., 
Lucilla,- ps 
When princesbeinyre , and furious, they haue much to ,, 
confider, of whome they demaunde counfell: becaufe,not ,, 
a fewe but manie times it-hapneth,that the priuate and fa- ,, 
uoured courtiour giveth coun(ell ynto the prince snot fo ,, 
muchefor the fauour he beareth to the.execution ofiuf- ,, 
tice, as for the renengement of his ownecruell and dam- ,, 
nified harte. Lhe tpzant Pcrennius behelding Comodus ,, 
infamed With pee , Div kuowwe to take the profite andbe- ,, 
nefite of time : that is. fo fap , Pompeyanus, Lucilla, Qua- ,, 
dratus, Quincianus and al their affinitic, brothers, friends .,, 
¢ feruants, he caufen to ve Daine,put to death, {heir goods ,, 
fobe confilcate, infuch wile, that be was notontte teucny ,, 
ced of all his eninties, but alfo applied buto din felfe ail ,, 
their treafure. Z 
After the veath of thefe perfons , all the. affatres ,. 

of the Empire were gouerned at the will , tiferome, ,, 
epleafurc of Perennius: inho gretwe to be a load fo abfolute , 
ofthe Empire, that al ambatlages that came to Commos |, 
dus, beonly Heard them sand allletters mifiue be reare ,, 
and anfwered them, it {uch sianaer, that Commodus 
bare p name of Curgerour ,¢ Perennius dia enicy the ent © 
pire. Ail offices ana rewards being giuen by the bandes cf 
Perennius,poreren feruice and diligence from all mien,p 
inag much, as be that might do mof, faned mot: buthe | 
Wwas fo bara of condition , and of golse and riches focrucl | 
ang 
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ann conefous , that ofniere grace be gaue no office, but 
”? op the tucight of pure money allvapes did fell the fame: 
”? and co bint that wouldve not buy, bee gaue prefentes moze 
” neare then fbe money which be demaunted. Perennius 
”* Had enrolde the names of alitbe moneped menin Italic, 
” hichiftbey div not prefent him fome riche ivells , bee 
” procured them fo be placed in offices: tobercin be dio feeke 
”? nuarells , to fpoile them of their lines, and fo robbe them 
” of their goods. 


CHAP.VIIE. 
Ofaconfpiracie that Perennius wrought 
again{t the Emperour Commodus, 


2 berype Morte time Perennivs became very riche, but 
bis peefumption and riches being eramtned and latde to- 
gether , without comparifon muche greater was the pride 
Wwhiche be din (hetve, thenthe treafures tobich be poflels 
fed, Commodus had {ucbe confidence in Perennius, that be 
not onely commnitted Dnto him the qouernement of the 
twhole common ioealth , but alfo the o2der and Honour of 
bis honfe: info muche that Perennius twas of the one and 
the ofber fo abfolute ¢ fo difolufe,that be tas not conten 
fed to robbe Comodus of bis riches, but alfo bfed bulatws 
full companie with bis otune efpeciall courtifans,by tobic 
be bad both fonnes and daughters . Perennius had fonnes 
grotone to mans eftate,twbicbe tuere in the armies: and 
Wwhen any notable deede iwas Done in the warres, he would 
repozte at the Cmperours table, that it was perfourmed 
and atchived by bis fonnes: in {uch toile, that frothem 
Were inpeace be berefe their guds,and them that died in » 
., Warts be {potled of their honour. Zn p fifte peare of Com- 
modus reigqne,fhe Senate fent an huge armie againt the 
” Britaines , tubereof Perennius was admifted both Conful 
” and capteine: in tobtcheiourney be toas not fatiffied,ta be 
” fervedas one tn fauour,and obeyed as Conful: but toould 
» Hoe revereticed as a prtuice, and adozed asia Oovd. 
a ame Perennius 


EmperourCommedus. 1977 


Perennius profpering tt bis martiall affaires,and holding ” sg 
the whale common Wealth in bis one handes ; and pets ” a 
(effing tuealth aboue all reckoning, be then immagined ” 
fo want nothing buf the attainement of the Romaineem: ” 
pire; fo2 the accomplithement tuherenf, be fhoughlp oe2 
termined to Kul bis Lode and matfter Commodus ,' plas” ie 
cing bis fonnies B2eto2s cuer all fhe armies, to be reavic ” = 
at hande in time Oppon the newes of the death of the Ems ” iz 
‘perour Commodus , Perennius alfo }ad d2atwne buts ” 
bis parcialitie cerfeine Senatoures , and ether the wel: ” 
thief neighbours sand cittsensof Rome by aiftes.ann res ” 
iwardes in (ecret , butin efpeciall by agarauating the wice ” 
ked life of Commodus . Dn'the feurth ap of May, the ” 
Romaines did celebzate the greate featt of Iupiter Capi- ” 
toline, ihereunto not onely the whole people of Rome, ” 
but alfo of all cities of Italic DID concurre ; and whenthe ” 
Cinperour on Chat day twas refident in Rome, alivayes in ” 
His otone perfon went fo authozise and fee the feat. Whe ” 
Cinperour Commodus bebolding the playes and pages ” 
ants prouided for that triumph, and Crifpina his wife ” 
being placed on the one bande, and Perennius the priuate ” 
and areatelp fauoured courtier, fetan the other bande: ” 
they bebeldea carte comming al couered with boughes, ” 
crping continually for rome and audience . Ano when ” 
they were come onto the prefence cf the Cmperour Co- ” 
modus and all perfons by bis commaundement ving f ” 
lence, the people thinking thep would haue btteren fone ” 
pageant o2 niatter of dilpozte: foudeinly there appeared a ” 
manalofe bppon the carte, which hada long bearde, a” 
thepebeatdes hake in one bande, anda finain the other: ” 
and from the givdle bpivarde all naked, his other gars ” 
nents very pore, arid after fhe manner of a Pbilofopher, ” 
and directing bis towmzdes bute Commodus, faire; )” 


The Oration to Commodus 
O Commodus, itwellfeemeth that thouartea 
oe Pier Prince, 
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Prince; and thatverie young , whiche arte in thefe 
playes and delightes fo careleffe and negligent,which 
thou oughteft not to doe, becaufe Princes of thy age, 
eftate,and condition, runne muche more in perill, in 
their excefsiue pleafures , then in their meane tra- 
uailes Being (as thou arte)rigorous with thine owne, 
and furious and ynbridled with ftraungers, thou 
oughteft to confider, and notto be vnmindfull , that 
thou haft enimies : for the Prince that is feared of 
manie, hath wft caufealfo to feare manie. The grea- 
teft riches,and the beft treafure in this world,is trueth, 
whereof Princes be mofte poore of all people : for 
that their eares being fildand led away with lyes, 
may take no tafte in matters of trueth. Thou Com- 
modus and other Princes, do not euil gouetne your 
common wealthes of any prepenced malice to de- 
{troye the fame: but becaufe yegiue not, either de- 
light your felues to heare the poore that be grieued 
and opprefled, when they complaine, neither the 
good, godly, and vertuous, when they giue aduife- 
ment, of the greatcand horrible vices of briberie,ex- 
tortion and violent robberies , committed by offi- 
cers, by the priuate and fauoured, by the mightieand 
men ofpower. Great is the fault of Princes , forthe 
vices which they committ, but much greater is their 
offence in diflembling the offences of their fauoured 
- feruaunts, becaufe ye offend not,but onely the Gods, 
but they both offende the Gods , vexe and trouble 
men, & are traitours to your own perfons. Although 
Commodus, thou be licentious , diffolute, wilfull,& 
alfo not very honeft: itis impofsible, but if the hurtes 
and mifchiefes, fcandals,and robberies , committed 
by thy officers & fauoured feruants, were notified & 
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ciuen thee to vnderftand, thou wouldeft cotnmaund 
them to be améded, & alfo to be remedied: for in the 
ende there is no Princefoeuill., that defirethnot his 
common wealth to flourifh. Atthefe dayes,trueth in: 
Princes houfes is fo odious; thatwho fo: aduentureth 
but to makereporte therof, of death:he muft hauede- 
termination: and ifany fuchdo efcape with life,it pro’ 
ceedeth of fomeconceite to be fpoken of madnefle. 
That, whichat this prefent I will fay & difcouer, I 
proteft vnto the immortal Gods, it proceedeth notof 
madneffe, for that my natural /iudgement’.1s confir-: 
med with reafon:either dol fay it of malice,to be re- 
uenged of any perfon:buronely(Oh Commodus)to' 
deliuer thy life of great peril, and to franchife Rome: 
from feruitude of a tytant: for that whicly I prefame: 
to faye,and aduenture to difcouer,Lam aflured before! 
my tale be ended, my life fhalbe taken away. But (O 
Commodus) I giue thee to vnderftande, that if thou » 
wiltnorgiue faith vnto:my woordes:, the time will 
come, when thou fhalt vnderftand ‘the trueth , ofall’ 
that I haue faide, when thy mifchiefe may haue no’ _ 
remedie. Thou (Commodus ) art there fet 82 placed, 
with the Emprefle Crifpina on thy right hand, & on 
thy left hand thy priuate & fauoured Perennius , but. 
hadft thou certeine intelligéce, what he hath ordeined 
againft thee, with thineownehandsy wouldeft burie. 
him quick. Perennius hath not been fatiffied , to put 
to death all good men, to be reuenged of his enimies, 
to haue deftroyed all thy feruants, to haue’ robbed all’ © 
thy treafures : but that nowe he practifeth to ‘takea- 
way thine owne life, to aduaunceand exalt him felfe. 
to the whole power of this citie and. common, 
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O.Gommodus,ifthou khowe not; I ciue thee to 
yriderftand,y the fonnes of Perennius,by fraud haue 
inc€fed thy. armiesof Illyria agaift the. Perénius him 
felfe ceafeth not to corrupt the Senate, and fecretly fe- 
keth to winnethe mindes of men, giuing giftes; and 
large rewatdes ynto.the people: andallto the ende 

_ that vpon the firft newes of thy death, without con- 
tradictio, he may poffeffe y whole eftate of YRomane 
Empire. And think not, thar Perénnius doth now be 
gin to.attépt this treafon, for y of great certeintie I do’ 
aflure thee,that many:dayes paft he hath put the fame 
in practife,8.is vpon the point,at this inftant,to haue 
it to. be executed:in fo much that if on this day I had 
notaduentured to giue thee:warning,be thou affured, 
thaton this prefent day before this feaft had bene fini- 
fhed}thy life had here bene ended. 


» ; Until that pore man bad faide , that on that nay Con- 
» modus death was prepared, not onelp the people gave 
» gate, buf alfo,.Perennius; iphoe prefently rofe out of bis 
» chay2e with greate furte, commaunning the finm2d plays 
» ers fokill that paefumptuons and ratbe disarde, who was 
» prefently Mattie, dalune,cut in peces and burnt. 

»  Perenniusofallimen fo deadly hated , by this pm2e 
>» mannes fale, funkeintd fifpicton of the people , and alfo 
» Commodus ‘conceiued’againk bit fome fcruple : but 
>> that Pbilofopber being there Maine, and Perenniusin fo 
» greate polwer, alfbough they had all fufpicion of bts treas 
» fon, pet no man.-there durftfpeake a nozde,. Zhe matter 
» remaining certetne dayes, more fufpicions. then cleare: 
» there came gentlemen from Illyria and boonght cerfein. 
» pecces of golde, therein bothe the name ¢ alfo the Image 
»» Of Perennius was tngrauen : twbiche monep Perennius 
» comimaunded bis fonnes tt greate fecrecie tobe sa ; 
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he copners thereot being aduertifed that the bilo: ,, 
fopber bap faide , and being in greate doubt in peoceffe of |, 
finie fo be difcoucred , cane bnfo Commodus aid maniz ,, 
feffen the tobhole matter , which twere not onelp paroo, . 
ned, but alfo largely relvarded . Whetreafon being de> | 
fected, which the fratfoar and tpzant Perennius bad Beui- 
fed , if (eemed qnd onto the friendes of Commodus , and. 
the enimies of Perennius, fo the ende fo deliner bin from” 
all fufpicion, fir andunmedtately fo cut off bis head: fo2 
that Perennius being guilefull, and tn creat polver,might . 
baue pecucnted bis olune evecution twith the laughter of . 
others, 


A great parte of the night being patt , and Perennius | 


repofing in bis stone houfe, Commodus commaunoed | 
Him fo be called in great baffe, aduertifing bin at thet ins” 
fant of letters ont of Afia: toho enfring the Cmperours - ey 
chamber , founde not Commodus, buf yet wanted rot 
that prefently cut of bishead. At the inftant that Pe-" 
rennius twas put fo death, a pott with greate {pede twas” 
fent info Illyria , by home Commodus did waite bre” 
fo the fonnes of Perennius, that all thinges (ct aparte, — 
they thonidrepaire fo Rome fo bifite fhetr father being © 
ficke in bis bedde: fo the ende that if the deinies (houloe ” 
permit bis oeath, fofucceede in bis place. Dhe fonnes of ” 
Perennius did Woell thinke that all bad bene fruthe tobich © 
was Witten bnto them, and nothing sonbting the detece ” 
fion of their treafon, preiently departed towards Rome? 
but at their entrie of the firll citie of Italic , thep were ” 
niade (hoster by bothe their beades. Sbis in conclafion ” 
{vas the ende of p fyzant Perennius, which loft bis founes, ” 
bis qwds, bis honour, and bis life: not rather for any mif- ’ 
chiefe;then fo bis poelu mption and pave. DE this crams 
ple, let all Bzinces take twarning , bolwe they magnitie © 
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this isfaine , becaufe potencie ingendreth enuie:ando- ’ 
uermuch riches doth breedeand bring forth pride, 
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CHAP, IX, 


@ Of the tyrant Maternus, and of histreafon a- 
cain{t Commedus, 


Lixeeding iop aid fhe Romaines recetue of the death of 
Perennius , andbis tonnes, becaufe bis anarice and 
pide was moze fharpe andintollerable, then the folly of 
Cominodus, 2be offices of Perennius twere dintded az 
monaell many: becaufe if femed, thaf fo greate autbhoots 
fie and polwer, fo be placed and committed in one perfor, 
were fo put bislifeinpertil, and bis Empire fo conumife 
fion. Yncrevible andimnumerable were the richelle, tetvs 
els,and money, that were confifcate by the death of Peren- 
nius and bisfonnes; but they were fo wilfully and Wwics 
kedlp diutded and f{yent, that wwbatfoeucr Perennius gas 
fherct by erfo2tion and bziberic, Commodus {pent ¢ ims 
ployed in bices. Where twasin thole dapes tn Italic a 
certeine man named Maternus, who from bis chilobad 
Wwas boedin the armics of Illyria; of natare bolde and bas 
lrant, fubfile , paitiefull, harpe 02 quicke, proude,feritts 
ous, and Tammering, tifuch wife. that as be was filthie 
of bis toung, fo was befoudeine of hishandes. Sn all des 
bates, fedifions, and mufinies tobich happened in the 
campes , 02 cities , this Maternus fuas ener founde one, 
eifber the chtefeautbour thereof, o2 elle fo be noted as 
,, vouethereff , becaufe they faye, thie toas his common 
,, peache, thaton that daye, tobereinhe ted no blonde, 
,, Witte had no qwd relithe » Whe capfaines of the atniies 
did partly beare foith him forhis baliantiefie, buton the 
other fide, thep might not endure bis continuall quares 
linges, andin the ende bis letwoneffe being groiwen intols 
lerable, they dtd not oncly oifpatche him front the iuarres, 
buf alfo bid bantthe bim the confines of Italie. 
SLbis Maternus being a ringleader of all twtcken and 
defocrate perfons that teere in the armies, many did ace 
. cont 
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companic and alfo followve bin in that ertle ¢ tof fo re~ 
maine as bounde toleade a better life , but fobaue liber? 
tic focommitt muche evil, With thefe compantons that 
Maternus had reconered from the armies , and with o- 
thers that dayly topried tnith him, be obtetned buder bis 
Etandaroe tiventic thoulande fotemen, ard two thous 
sand hogtemien within the (pace offoure moncthes; torth 
fwhich people Maternus committed fo many robberies, 
burnitigs , and Naughtersin the cities and territogics of 
Italie, agif amt Hanibal bad beens ratied front the dead 
to conguere Rome. 

Italie being robbed and facked, Maternus departed itt 
to Lombardie, and from thence info Fraunce, andafter 
into Spaine :in twbhich kingvomes , be confinuedin that 
courtefie twbiche be bfed ti Italics and that tubtche was 
motte to be maruciled, was , that bis armie daily tnicrea- 
fed, andno man attempted to refit him, in fuche wile, 
Wwile , that with them which were peelent , be did pelo oce 
cafion fo be bufied, and With them that were abfent, be 
sintfired matter of communication. his tyzant Ma- 
ternus and bis people, belde. no other frade but fo rob femme 
ples , tofacke totunes, fo {cove the fieldes , ta fpople 
cone, toburne beufes , fo force women, fo defile wire 
gins: and that tohiche tuas Wwaziic, that not contented fo2 
fhem (clues fo line af libertie, they bake peifons , and 
fet at larae all malefactours, 

It is amongeft euilsthe fupreme euil , and in tyrantes 
thegreatefttyrannie , that they of them felues will not 
liueaccording to reafon and iuftice, but that alfo they 
wil not confent that malefaftours be committed to iu- 


ftice, Maternus and bis armte remaining tn Spaine , Co- » 
modus w20fe bute all fhe W2efors ofthole countries , fo > 
raife ati armic of great power, todeftroy the tyzant Ma- »» 
ternus, andfomake greate pomiles by publique proctas ». 
siafions, that onto bim tobiche ould cutt ef the heave, ». 
02 fake the bonieo2 perfor of Maternus, Moule bauetn ., 
rewarde all bis qades , andbis picture aduauneed and ,, 
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» fof bpin Rome, 
» Whe firk proclamations trere publitfed in Saragofa, 
» at iubich time Maternus was refitent in Taragon , tho 
» beltig aduertifed that thep of Spaine prepared an armte 
» again bint, and that amongett the captaines areat was 
» gers Were latde, who MHoulde firk ridde him of bis life: be 
» Defermined fo refurne info Italic iwith determination fo 
» kill Commodus in Rome. Where bpon Maternus mofe 
» fecreatly conferred, with bis chief and {pecial friends ¢ ar- 
» fanfetl Heues and mol doughtic perfonages, to forfake 
» earmype: feuerallp diulvinge them felues, by fundzye 
» Waypes Upon oie cerfaine and appointed day without fatle 
» {emake thew mectingin Rome,W2elently after Maternus 
> WAS Kone out of abt, al preninant of his army was difs 
» Haide and fel in peeces, Wwherof there were infinite taken, 
» Trangted,deotoned,d2atune ¢ haged:in tach Wwife,that in fo 
»» GPeat a number of theues,none had better aduenture, then 
» fo be flaine 02 put fo death, ercept he han friendly fauonr of 
» fortune fo be made a bondman.Maternus ¢ bis cOpanions, 
» fhe dap, houre,g place,on which thep had agreed in Spaine, 
» topntly did encounter at Rome: lwhiche fo2 a time inente 
» difperfed ¢ difquifed by day, but iopned by night tocons 
»» mitt their theftes : being furnithen for their pouifion, 
,, but onely toith fuche p2onifion as they might pick by pay, 
,, 4nd feale by night, tobercin they ved fo Greate Hiftes, 
., gutle, andfkill, that although they accompanted bat bp 
»» Couples, pet, ifthe warde o2 Wwatehe by dape o2 night div 
., Attempt fo arrett o2 offende anyone, at an inftant they 
, Wereall ready fo2 bis defence: in fach wile, that although 
.. hey Wer of great diforder in their life: pet they bien great 
,, confozmifte in agreement fo2 the manner and fatbion of 
_ thett robberies 
~. Oneof the thinges wherein the malice of man mofte 
readily doeth thewe it felfe is , thatto doe euill, weeare - 
fooneacreed; but to perfourmea good woorke, wee con- 
{ent with greate difficultie, 
»  Commodus was well perfuanen > that the tpzannt 
Matern 
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Maternus was note deate, tinagining in bis sfeite con 
ecit.thatat the forfaking of is canipe, and renendciig of ” 
hig arnvic,of extreme defperation and Hogrour of him felfe, * 
be had delperatelp buotwncd 62 committed pint felfe fo the ” 
halter. tout Maternus tr recempence of the icie af his ~ 
potenicie,and negligence ofits honour, bent all bis fudie to ” 
acliner Commodus from bis life. olhe Romaines §elze a ? 
cuftonie bppon the fenth bay of Marche, fo celebeate the 
foalk of fhe Govvetle Berecyntha : enthat vay the Tipe. © 
rour any the Qenate went unts her temple,toovertacctit- ~ 
ces, which Done ad perfourmend, generally all perfons fo ~ 
the molt part difquifed them felucs, matiing and feafiing * 
throughout the tobole cific sin fuche manner, their faces ” 
being coucred, the one was Onknswe brite the other, Ma-” 
ternus and other bis fellowe fheeucs and friendes, had as” 
greed to weave {ecrete armour, with face nifturted, that ” 
when the Emperour Commodus (oula mo® chtehy be ” 
apnicted fo Dielve and beboloe the plapes , and bis quarde ” 
oft caveletic of bis perfor; by a cofiterfet braule amongit ” 
thei felues,to finde ready meanetocutotbislife, wut » 
notivithfanding Maternus had loft bis welt, potwer, and ~” 
honour, be ceafen not focontinue proude, hautic, and vit: ” 
patnefull : feeking fo be ferucdandrenerenced, not asa ” 
fricnde and pee companion, but after the manner ofa ” 
qince,and as one Chat were bery rich. Ciherevpon cers ” 
faine of bis conmpanions, being not onely weerped,but ty ” 
rep, to wale Lurkinaly in cogners, and not able fo tndure ” 
to be handled With fo great fernifude : and further, fear ” 
ring Coite Day fo be difconered, Chey repapred bnits Com- ” 
modus, and ith areat fecrecie mantiefting the whale ” 
matter, tobich is to wit, that Maternus the fpzant inas a ” 
line, and fully determined in thofe playes and featies to 
Killin. Sneredible was the feare wherewith Commo- ” 
dus Woas touched, when be bearve that Maternus the ty, ” 
rant twas aliue : andnolets was bis toy, foconfver the » 
confpiracie fo be detected ; and notwithianding Commo- ” 
dus had intelligence thereof cestaine dapes before the » 
9,9, : feat, 


33 
44 


186 The life ofthe 


cc feat, hee (ufpended the erecution thereof ontitl the dap of 
« fhe Oovdeile Berecyntha:to the end that nothing thould be 
« Vemealed bute Maternus , of that tobich twas difconered 
« UnfoCommodus. he maner that Maternus deuifed fo 
cc Murder Commodus, fhe fame din Commodus bfe fo fake 
« and kill Maternus,that is to fap: the great day of the featk 
<< beitig come,as Maternusand his band came mafken and 
cc AMD: fo Commodus brought forth bis menarmed and 
<< bifgutfed: and Leith a fet quarell the raitour and tyoaunt 
« Maternus twas flaine, and bis men cutt all to peeces. he 
«c GHeatell feat of that fealk twas celebrate, in ftragling, bes 
« Wilg, mangling, drawing € burning of the bodies of thele 
- miferable theues ; becaufe it is an euident lawe for ty- 
rants, that the hurtes,robberies,flaughters,violences,and 
burninges, which they haue committed in many dayes, 
they come to make repayment thereof in one houre, 


CHAR oe 
@ Of the inexpedted death of Cleander, 


afauoured and moft priuate fer- 
uant vnto Commodus. 


A\ det the death of the tyzant Maternus, the Cuperour 
Commodus paffed bis life in great doubt and feare, ts 
maatning with bimlelfe, thatfome dap they fwould pif 
patch bim, either eating 02 leeping: fo2 be did both knoiue, 
and alfo tuonld fay , that they were felwe which prayed for - 
its life, but berpy many that fabed for bis veath. Tntill 
Commodus died be euer talked warely : for bee Doubled 
bis quard, to guard him by day, and frongly (ute in bis 
~ houfe bp nighte:in that which be did eate, in bislonging 
~ Ipbere be Gept.on the palfrep wheron be roade,on the gars 
ments woich be dtd tocare, be fet qreat watches infuch 
inife,that he paid it but nly twith bis life that url touch 
bis cariment. 
Gerp feeloonte be went fo the Senate, and much lette 
Pape) 
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nin rine openly tir the cities bee bad no talkie tuith frangers 
bit by writing: with dis fubjeds be ban no conference, but 
By a perfon interiitted: and that tohich twas nio2e mats 
nell, be bad many times tu chronceite, notonely torefule 
fc faite, atumMimeate,beare cautes,o2 pifpatch affapzessbut 


aifa in foure 02 flue dayes {noulp not fpeake oncly ene 
wor, Antheripeareat bis Cmippee, Maternus the tps i 
yaunt was Maine son thenert yeare therefollotvedagreat | 
peftilence, anda nenerall hunger, in which hunger and pee 
Filence, the third part of Italic was confantcd. Saimedte 
atly after the peffilence bad enitred Rome,Commodus dee » 
parted bnto p cific of Laurento , where were planfedinas - 


ny Laurel tres,fo2 {wbich canle the cific was named Lau. 


vento t there alfo the Cmperour moze remayned, then it 
any other place: the Dbylictans aiuing him to onberiiand, - 
that to be bnder the Hhadowe therof, was Verp proper and » 


conuenient for defence of the peftilence, otiwithHanding | 


the (carfitie of baead and toine Chat {was that peare, furs 
thera certaine occafion of great biger happenepin Rome, 


twhich was as followeth. Wien the aad Marcus Aure- 
lius triumpbedouer the Argonautes,be bzought amongell 
other captives a pourge man named Cleander: tubo was 
openly foloein the market place in Rome, and by chaunce 


ought byaclarke of the tttchin, to fhocpe ¢ make cleare. ” 
the larder at courte.bis Maus Cleander becarte fo bands ” 
forte infweepina, feruing, and pleating bis maifier, that 
‘not nrany peares after,be nip not onely make him fre.and” 


marrie him with bis dauchter;bué allo did aduance bim fo 
the office of Clarke of the Kitchin: in (uch ataner,that from 


the eftate ofa boraunatn , bee indued bint with the conditts ” 
onofafonne. sotwe iden Cleander fawe himfelfe free, ° 
qnatricd,and in ofice in the Court, be trauelicd to obfeine ” 


the ged willef the Cmperour Marcus Aurelius, tobich be 
obfepned by carefulnetfe in feruice ,and viligence in bts 


office: ana Died therin fo areat Diligence and peompin effe, ° 


that be was never noted, cither dacke in proutfion.o2 fatte 
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» Sarcus Aurelius being deade,Commodus fo2rgate Hot 
” foremoue Cleander from the affayes of the kitchin,and 
” aade him capitaine of bis guard, and 1020 great Chame 
» berlatte ofbis chamber. Wntonone of as many as did 
» ferue ¢ accompany Commodus in bis pouth that bee wag 
» gratefull, but puto Cleander ; nfo twbom if had binmuch 
» better, neuer fo haue rifen to fo great honour : fo2 thereoe 
» onelp proceeded the lofle of bis life, Althoughe the fauour 
» of Cleander did rife tn teff 02 of {ntall caufes, be framed in 
» feline dapes fo performe the fame in earnett, which was as 
» follotveth : that as Commodus grew into difgrace, ¢ fas 
» Auhozred and had no care of the gouernement of the Gz 
» pite, Cleander did preffe and in uch maner did theonge to 
» enterimedle With affayzes, that fo2 the moze part all mats 
» tor Were difpatched at bis will and pleaturesinfuch twile, 
» that Commodus gaue 02 firmed nothinge, if Cleander 
» Din Hof figne o2 allowe thefame., Commodus bad neuer 
» ay patuate o2 fauoured feruaunt, that inall points could 
» fo totiine bis twill as Cleander : tubo affirmed fo witbe noe 
» thing, that Commodus twithed not , either to allotve any 
» thing that bee fatd not: but aduonchedalfo that be div not 
» thinke 02 d2eame, but that which Commodus did d2eameé 
» and thinke: and With thefe and fuche likelpes and flats 
» tories, hee wan the bart of Commodus,and obfepned fers 
» utce of the twhole Empire, After Cleander bebeld hime 
» felfe the onely petuate and fauoured feruaunt of Com- 
» modus, hee eafily nade hinilelfe rich: obfepning the cuftes 
» Die, not onely of the tobole common treature , but alfo the 
» keeping of all the monie andiewels of the Cmperour Co- 
» modus: and further in giuing offices, and receiuing pes 
» feutes, bis finceritie ereeeden not, But Cleander finding 
>» hinfelfe in fo great maguificence, began not areatlp fo res 
» garde fo great faucur,o2 much leffe the obteypnine of fo 
»» teat twealth : concepuing in the end,that Commodus dip 
» Dfe biutas abaffall, and that be mutt accontpt bint as bis 
» 1020 : fo cut off iwbich opprobzic,and fo giue contentation 
» Dito bis heart, be determined fo kill Commodus, and fo2 
| bine 
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himfelfe to blurpethe Cmpire, Cleanderdid build at the ., 
port Salaria,moft coftly and delectable bathes,and comanns t. 
Ded proclamation to bemadein Rome, tonotifie bnto all ,, 
men, that would bathe therein, to be difcharged ofall cof, ,, 
ano freely to ble the fame: and alfo added thereunto great ,, 
pattimes,and preparations bnto all kinde of bices: infuch ,, 
Wife; that there thepcleanfen their bodies , ¢defiled thetr .,, 
foules: Many times Cleander didinuite the Senate, and ,, 
fent them particular prefents home to their boutes: Zhe ,, 
w2eto28, Cenlozs , Queltors, ribunes, Pectedes, and ,, 
other Romane officers,be caufed their dueties to be pated: ,, 
andall the men of twarre be did not onely pay thent,but ale 
{o did trauel to hold them contented: in fuch maner,that ,, 
fome twith ditions delights and pleafures, andfome by tes 
Wwards,giftes,and monic,in a maner be reconered all men 
for bisfrienves, Inthe peareofareat hunger and pelts |. 
lence in Italie,Cleander bought all the wheat inthe coun 
fries adiopning onto Rome : wherein bis intent twas, tot P 
fo gaine o2 make a p2ofite thereof, but to baing Romeinto 
aneceflitie, to f end that all men(hould come tobis boule 
fo2 wheate:and therein to baue bfed fogreat liberalitic,in 
felling cmd cheape, and gining plentifolly , in a peare fo i 
peare ; that after the death of the Emperour Commodus, © 
they Mould not miflike fogine him the Gmpire. Andas ” 
hunger increated cruelly, agreat part of the peare beeing © 
as pet tocome, andthe people not knowing Cleandersin: © 
fent, tubo did neither gine oz fell any toheatesfoudainly al ” 
Rome did tife,erclaming death and treaton againtt Clean- 
der,as an bfurper of the qades of the common twealth. 
Cleander being a man baliaunt, of great power, and Cap- 
taine of the quar’, comaunded all the men of bis captaine- ~ 
Ship , to be armed: tho did place themfeluesin the coms” 
patie of bis houte, fo2 the garde of bis perfon, and to refitte if 
that ciuil Furie salthouah tt be mot true, that bee rather ” 
befended the facking of his houfe, then of feare to defends ” 
bislife. he totonefnien on the one five,and Cleander on ” 
the other part,traucried amongett themfelues folong and © 
perilous ~ 
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« pertllons a contention {that it féemed no other matter, bu€é 
« {haf Silla and Marius fwere once moze fallen into fight, fo2: 
« {He leignozieof Rome, Andas Cleanders partie was des 
, fended With men both armed and determined, in the Gre 
. Onlet they erecuted fo great Aaughter amongett the peos 
.. ble , that (carfly a ftreate was to be founnde in Rome, that 
,, Was not bathed with bloud ; either any place great 02 lis! 
i tle, that twas not filled with pead bodies, Che townefinen: 
_ percepuing the laughter and bauocke which the men. of 
_ watte fo cruelly did perforzme amongett then, retired ee 
 uerp man into bis boufe: and fortifying their oozes, they 
“ fought from their winvotyes and houte foppes, and front 
* thence thzetw and twbirlo out tones, tiles, (pitts,potts,and 
" calo2ons: and in that fo common danger,no lefle di wome 
fight then men : ¢ Cleanders partie foharolp handled, that 
" (catcely remained a handed § were nof laine o2 iwoiden.” 
* GADHILE thefe deeds were boing at Kome,Commodus fas’ 
“ recreating bimfelfe in an houfe which be had inan o2chard, 
““ and Cleander being of great polver, of fome feared, and of: 
“ others beloued,no man durft make repoet tberof bnfoCoa 
“ modus, becaufe fo ftrong twas the frendihip bettwirt them, 
“ that they feared the vifpleature of the one,and the bnkins 
“ nes of them both, here was in the Courtea fitter onto 
“ Commodus named Fadilla : whofe epes being charged va 
“ feares,and tearing ber baire front her bead, as onein greft 
“ piftreffe,fato bute ber bzother Commodus, Moft ferene 
“ prince,and right deare brother; if thou wert aduertifed of 
“ the condition and eftate of Rome, thou wouldeft not be 
“ fo careleflefolacing in this garden sbecaufel gine theeto 
« vnderltand, that the yeomé of thy guard in the fauour of 
“ Cleander,and al the other people of the common wealth, 
« haue trauerfed amongeft themfelues fo cruell.a fight, that. 
if prefétly at thisinftant thou prouidenot ome remedie, 
« thisday wil betheend ofthe Romane people, The exce- 
« ding honour,the great riches, & toto much fauour which 
« thou haftimployed vppon Cleander;hath raifed him into 
« excceding great pride,wherof although hebein thefaule, 
i. yet 
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yetthe occafion hath beene gimen by thee: for asthou ma- ,, 
keftLordes of bondmen, itis moft certaine that they will,, 
make flaues of Lords & noblemen, Thepeople be {0 fu- ,, 
rious againft Cleander , & Cleander and his menfo fletht ,, 
again{t the people, that thou hafte to chufe onc of two ,, 
thinges : which is to witt, to yeld Cleander vnto thecom- ,, 
mon people, or els to abide what fortune of them and vs ,; 
fhalbe proued: for asthe cafe ftandeth now impoifoned,it ,, 
is impoflible, that ioyntly thy life and his perfon this day ,, 
shay preferued, DHhefe words being fpoken by the tu ,, 
fant Fadilla, all men p2efent recouered net boldnes, per: ,, 
fuading Commodus fo remoue Cleander fromamongct ., 
thent ,and fo toanpeate the tubole people of Rome: and fo ,, 
hold the eafe of the common ivealth moze deare, then tbe ,, 
friendihip 02 life of Cleander. Commodus bearing theft ,, 
amatters, ¢ difmaid With feare,fozthinith comaunted Cle- ,, 
ander to come bnito bis prefence : and at the inftante of hts ,, 
appearance, commaunded bis head fo be cut off, wbtch bez ,, 
ing fet bpon a lance, and carried about Rome, tmmedtatly ,, 
the tobole multitude was pacified, Cleander being put fo ,, 


Death, bis childzen, fervauntes,¢ friends, were erecuted, ,, 


{ohofe bodies after they were Drawen by boves theovabe ,, 
out Rome, were thoowen into finkes and places of bile 02+ ,, 
pure, 2hts tas the conclufion and end of Cleander, and ,, 
fhe end of bis childzen, bis honfle, cwdes, and honour : tho ,, 
thongh fo2 many things ought fo be rep2ebended, yet ones ., 
lp fo2 one thing be deferucth pratfe.nameiy,that he had ra- ., 
ther diea gentleman,then liue a flaue, 


CHAP. XI, 
@ The report ofa fire which defcended 


from heauen,and burnt in Rome 
the temple of peace. 


: QO fie of Che mofk notable evaples, tuberin fortune hati) 
_ Bucouered the ncondancie of her tebecle, was in the 
pifcourle 
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bifcourfe that the had € bled twyth Cleander and bis houfe: 
iwhoe tn hort (pace, of aflaue made a freeman, of a frees 
mana Steivard, ofa Steiward a P2efour,of a P2etoura 
Chamberlatue, ¢ ofa Chamberlaine,in effect a Monarche 
of the tuo2ld sand afterwards in one Dap, and tn one houre, 
inas btterly deftroped: tobereby tue haue fo learne , that 
While wee liue in this life, with furetie wee poflefle no- 
thing. Heeought notto be difmaide,that from an high 
eftate,is defcended vnto a poore degree: neither ought he 
to glorie or grow proud, that from a bafeeftate,is aduan- 
ced to honour: for ther is none in fo wretched condition, 
that hopeth not to orowe better: either is there any fo fet 
a loft,that needeth not to doubt to catch a fall, , 
{he prefent dap that Cleander was put to death,Com- 
modus repaired tnto bis imperial Palace , ¢ neuer moe’ 
refurned dnfo bis garden , neither to dwell, either as 
much ag fo folace : and if in times patt hee bad bin cruel, 
front thence forth bee vas much moze cruell, and alfo ul 
pictous : for bee concepued that popular fedition proceeded 
nof, fo fake Dengeauuce of Cleander, but fo2 deutce fo dils 
patch him of bis life. bis friends, bis kinfefolks, bis couns 
fellers bis feruaunts,bis natural fubiects,and alfo trate 
gers, be belo thenrall bis btter enimmies: becaufe he doubs 
ted that all nvaner of men, that came fo fpeake with bint, 
cante fo deceive him: and fuch as repaired fo bifite him, 
« that by treafonthey toould kill him. nthe rt. yeare of 
«his Cinpire on the rbij, day of March, at none the heauen 
« Wuas frente fall of farres , as ifit bad bene midnight: and 
« that tobich pas molt meruell,and nener read in bakes, o2 
« fen with eves, that onthe cuening then the Sunne nas 
cc furallp twas accuffomed fo be fene to lettin the Weft, 
« they bebeld rifing in the Catt, 3np moneth of Zulp neré 
« following, a Comet appeared tn heauer, as large as a 
cc GYeat beame , and fo famed with fire, directing bis fpars 
« les tnte thecitieof Rome, Mutherr. day of the woz 
« Heth of Augquil,fendenly the heanens being cleare,neither 
« TaYHIE O2 clendie, in Rome there rake an bogrible clap of 
| thunder, 
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Ehunder 3 and after the fhunder, there came a globe of fire, i 
Thich burned the temple, named the temple of peace, a 
SLhis teple tn authozitte was mot auncient,in buildinges 2 
mofl fatelp, in riches mot wealthic, with prictes mot 
publithed,, and in deuotion mot eftamed ; becaufe tit all o¢ 
ther Churches, the Romanes migh€ peay buto their Cods 
fitting 92 Fanding : but there were forced fo pray on tbeiv 
knees, All men twhich bad monic,treafure ,iewels, 02 tich 
fuffe, layd it all bp in the temple of peace : not oncly thins. 
king them moft fafe, by p Lronge building of the Church, _ 
but alfo of deuofion fo commende and offer their gootes | 
nfo the God of peace, to obteine permifion fo entoy qut- 
etnes. Whe lofle which the Romanesrecetued, by thofe 
flantes of fire, did erceede all reckoning: fog p ia maner all. 
rich men had there ther ricbes burnt ¢ confaumed: in fuch 
tile, that no beart might endure , cither pet difembic, to 
heare the cries of men, and the erclamation of women: c+ 
Nery man recounting bis lofle bnto bis neighbour, toynt- 
ly belwayling the burning of fhetemple. Row twben the | 
temple of peace Was burnt, bifibly they dtd fee if pate, one 
fo the temple of the veftall virgins: tobich twbholy it cone 
famed , leaning no fiqne of any ‘building thereof. Andyet ” 
notiwithtanding, better oder was taken fo2 fhe remedie ” | = 
thereof, thenin the other temple :foz peferitly bppon the ” | a 
kindling of the fire.thep toke ont the befall virgins, whic ” _ 
che there were inclofed, and the reliques twohich the Ro- » 
manes had there repofed And for as much as tue baue » 
faid of reliques, it is to bnderifand, that the Romanes had » 
in that temple the Palladium: that is to fay, the image of »» 
the qovdeffe Pallas, iwbich fell from beauen bpon the ivalls .» 
of Troy, and from thence was brought to Rome: which »» 
ivas holden in as great beneration.as the arke of fhe 1.020 .. 
anmonges the {raclites. Whe Romanes helt that Xinaac .. 
of fhe Oovdefle Pallas, fo hut bp, inelofed and hioden: that 
long fime after thee was beengbt from Troy, of moetail 
nian being neuer fene either of Conful, Cniperous. 02 
prictt: fo2 they had a pzophecie, that in the peare , in tobich 
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that Image Gould we fane, there Mould be great chantige 
inthe p2otperttte- of Roine. 

Whe Romanesremoued their veffall dirgins , and the 
Rmtage of heir Govdetfe Pallas , onto the houfe of Com- 
modus : and fo creat tas the lamentation amonaelt the 
Romanes, fo bebold their beffall birging fet at large, and 
their Palladium tifcouered,that without comparifon they 
Bid much moze bewatle the burning of their temple of ree 
« Ugues , then the other temple that contepnedall their rts 
thes. Gfter this globe of fite bad burned the femple of 

‘i oP Jeace,and the temple of Keliques,it burned alfo many o- 
. {her fumptuous buildinges snot burning alonaelt after 
., hemanner of other fre, but amonge® many boules burn€ 
.. Stic and farre of from thence would burne anothers where 
., of the Romanes dtd gather, that tt was not the fire in bie 
., Unongell men,feruing onelp to burne: but a fire fent from 
the Ocdds, fo confumeandchattice. Whele terrible fires 
iniges, and prodigious fpecacles,of the Romanes being che 
fidered, tfontil that fime they dio wwifhe the Cmperour ee 
uill, from thenceforth they could neither endure to bebola 
bint, ettber abide with patience to beare bis name: foz 
they helo tt fo2 certeintic, that all thofe euill fignes tubers 
with the Godds did threaten fhe Comumon iwealth, twere 
« all fent for bis foule anv filthte life. ZLobis alobe of fire 
« Continued by the {pace of a rt. Dapes.: it all tobich time if 
« ceafed not fo burne temples and boules. Dn the rij. pay 
« Commodus rode ou€ of the citte, and at the inffante that 
« he Inent cut at the cates, fondatnely the fire ceafed: hich 
« confirmen the Romanes tn their opinion, namely that duz 
« ting the life of Commodus,the Romane people of the gods — 
« fouldalwaves be (courgen.. 
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Of many cruelties, and not a fewe phan- 
taftical practifes of Commodus. 
A Sit hath beene fain, Commiodus contitined cerfatrie 
~* nayes berpfad and penfiue, when be confidered Hoiv 
frapto2s fought eccafion to fake atvay bis life.and the ter- 
rible dames and burninges of Rome: but tn Sot time. af 
fer, hee both forgat the chaftifement of the Oods, and cons 
Spiracies of men: and this manifefilp appeared,fo2 that be 
fo ffontly returned fo all bis bices,as if he had neuer keene 
bitious, Cleander being bead , ba made Niger P2efed, 
andafter fire boures bee did tenoke His power, and conte 
smaunded bint to be banifhen: and proutded alfo Galba Ku- 
fus for bis Chautberlaine, whom after foure bonreshe ttle 
chargedof bis office, and fent bimin exiles and toben Ni-. 
ger ¢ Rufus complained of their grivtes, Commodus aune 
fiveared , bee did not bantthe theni for that which they bad 
pone,but foz that tubich they might dec. Be created B2e2 
fect Marcus Dulius,a man (mot cerfaing) right generous 
and auncient : tubone after thee dapes be remoucd front 
his office,and comaunded him bntill bis death, tn bis boule 
to be prifoner, the occafion tobercof ivas,fo2 that(as bee ale 
firnicd ) Marcus was very old andfoente, and therefoze if 
were no reafon be Houldbe troubled of any periow: and 
alto, that if any nian thould requelt any Ching, bee mighte 
aunfiweare bim, that bee was a potfoner,and might not ge 
put of bis bw2e3 to doe him pleafure. Be gaue the Senate 
to buderfand, that be fvonld aa info Africa, andbad nes 
eeflitic, for bis nauie by fea, ¢ bis army by land,of a creat 
fumute of monte: althongh the Senate. pin fufpedit but a 
collufion , they burt not but open the treafuric,anb tinive 
ith bin the treafure: for other wile,be would both make 
bauocke of their lince and treafure. ! 
An Apail the Senate gaue fozth (heir monic.and tober 
p.4f, Commodus 


196 Thelife of the 


Commodus {was in potfeffion thereof, be baufed hts pepare 
fing bnfo Campania, fo fake mien of warre: there he rez 
imapned all Chat Summer, and alfo parte of the nert wine - 
ter, cating, Dinkinag, fithing, bunting, plaping, weakling, 
running, leaping dauncina, fionnming, and {ach offer bac 
nities . Allthe Senate was much afbamed, and all fhe 
Romanes not a litte fouched, after thep bnderfiod the mos 
nie twbhich was giuen ont fo2 the twarres of Africa, fo be fo 
bitfoufly confumed by Commodus in Campania, After bis 
refurne fo Rome,Commodus twas aduertifed, that Moti- 
lenus 132efect fo2 that peare , bad murmured moe at bint, 
thet any other perfonz and fo2 bery griefe and delpight did 
iocepe,to fe their monte prouided fo2 the warres,fpentin 
fo ticked bles: Commodus confected certaine fiags, and 
inuifed Motilenus to dinner, tobo being fed with figs died 
« Pp third day follotvtng., Dne dap be clad himfelf as a prieff, 
« right ponfiffcallp,and placed bimfelfe aloffona coche of 4. 
« furtous boafes: the Romanes fuppofing be would offer fae 
cc Crifices af the tentple,be mounted certeine rockte cliffes ¢ 
cc Mountaines: and there againf all reafon ran bis charriof, 
« where bis ho2fes happened fo be all fo foone’, ¢ bis chariot 
« Yentall to peeces,and be brake bis head, and tozenched bis 
.. fofe: finally be made a narrow miffe,tn repayment of bis 
follic,that day fo haue loft bis life. Dnaday be went top 
Senate, andfaid that bee would not haue Rome named 
Rome,but Comodiana: and the Senate aunfivered, thep 
Were both pleafed to call Rome Comodiana, and the Sez 
tiafe Comodiano. hat which the Senators fuppofed fo 
be Demaundedin ieft, alfo confenting in teft, Commodus 
Did acceptin carnell:¢ from thenceforth, the letters which 
vere wiften.the poutfions tobich toere made, ¢ the feals: 
therfoiovned, inal fuch inftruments Rome was intituled 
Comodiana,¢ the Senate Comodiano:and if by negliaéce 
any man happened to be oblinions therof, ¢ fo bfe p name 
of Rome, prefently he tuas banithed from thence. fo feke 
Rome:fo2 that was nof, buf Comodiana, Whe prtetts of p 
Oovre de Ifis were conunanded to come. inte bis peefence, 
? ane 
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and fato bute then, that he bad reucaled bute him , that . 
their beads Mhould be fhanen, and that hee tuas commmann: »» 
pedas bigh prielt to perfozme the farnes and with ablunte »» 
knife be cntt their nailes , and blunting bis knife bppor »» 
fiones, wonle die fhaue their beades sin fuch tuple , that . 
ag their haire was d2ic,and bis knife blunt,if mighf nro2¢e >» 
truely be fain, that be vid rather dey thent, then trimmic .» 
ord2elethem, Buchas garded the temple of the Cod: », 
deffe Bellona, hee caufed their right armes tobe theutt out »» 
ofiopnte:alledging , that fince thep painted the Oopdeffc .. 
with a booken arme, ber peieites ought not to baue thetr .. 
armes twhole and found, Phe Romanes painted their », 
Goddelle Ifis with naked beeftes : and Commodus ona ,, 
Day vifiting that temple, and bebolding the image of Ifis, ,, 
painted with beftes difcoucred : bee cauled the beecfies of ,, 
the potefts fo be (crat Lwith combs of pon tr bis peefence, 
affirming that it were dniutte fo2 thetr Onddelle to bauc ,, 
naked belfes,and they fo hold their entratles hinder. e 
Commodus commaunded all nen to call him Hercules, ,, 
Which , fo the end hee would refemble, bee made a coate of ,, 
Lions {kinnes,and toke inbandan huge clubb, wherwith ,, 
be Wwente day and night killing men, beeaking do228, and ,, 
onerthoolwing pillers,with (ach ofber banities:in fo much ,, 
that a fierce cruell Lion tuculd not haue done fo great ,, 
burtes , as Commodus commiffed as a iion, but coun: ,, 
terfect. With many other baine and Wicked Deedes bit 
Wwoethie fo be tu2itfen, 


CHAP) OKIE: 
@ A difcourfe of the prouincesth at rebelled 


in his reigne,and the prodigies 


of his death, 
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T Bere rebelled againt the Romane Cmpire, in the 
reigne of Commodus, the Mauritanes, the Datianss 
the Sarmatians, and the Germaines, all Lopich were onelp 
ty, oucta 
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~ come by the Romane capiteines : fo2 that Commodus b{g 
rather tmploy bis Dallauntnefle in bices, then inrefitting 
« enimies. De twas not onely in bis twoozdes and Wo2kes, 
baine and friuclous, buf alfoin bis letters which bee w2ofe 
fo2 the Empire : fo2 that many tines being aduertifen fro 
. countrics and prouinces, of canfes of great impoztance,be 
isonlo anfiveare them With matters of banttic: and fomez 
fimes tuould fende an whole ete of paper {ealed and firs 
mcd, confepntitg onely one Latine tus020, that is tofay, 
Vale, shotivithitanding the dapes of his reigne were the 
mot vnfoztunate Dapes, yet iuculd beenddes commanund 
them to be termed p golden wold, Molt hepnous offences 
he fusuld pardon fo2 monte? if any perfon being abfent 
incre condeiined to die, bee would finde out fome other of 
his age and name, to be erecuted foz his offence:affirming 
that fince be did refemble bim in age and name, be fhoula 
not Varte in the maner of bis death : in {uch toile, that this 
tpant ord kill innocents fo2 the wicked, and Iet offenders 
efcape for monte, Jfany man badan enimic of tohom he 
ould fake bengeaunce, bee needed no other meane fo pers 
fozme the fame, but to bargaine with Commodus fo2 a 
fumune of monic, tobich being agreed, be never wanted oce 
cafion fo rio bin of bis life. At all the bile and filthie daeos 
iohtch Commodus committed, be was nef qreened, but des 
lighted inthe publication thereof :in fo much that be tas 
not onely cul, but alfo boatted himlclfe tobe enil!:fo2 that 
be enfred fo great follie 02 madnes , that al! thinges which 
bee cither did, 02 fatd, whether allotocd o2 mifliked of hinte 
felfe o2 ail other men, erpaeflelp bee conunaunded them to 
“ be togttten, in the regiftre Capitoline. Dn acerteine time 
" be determined fo burne } whole citte of Rome; and being 
“ pret to gine fire fo many parts, Letus a Conful came bnto 
“ him, and {aid bnto him fo many things, anv put him in fo 
“ gteat feare of the hasard of bis life, that he ceafed that dap 
“ tavrecute (o defperate a d&d: and being Demannved, hy 
“ hee ould burne bis mother Rome, aunfiweareds that he 
“ would.not burne Rome, but his Commodian Colonell: 
See becaule 
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becaufe at that time itivas named Rome.Zhete probiaies »» 
following dia precede bis Death. here caine out of bis» 
houfe certeine little bits, of tbe fathion and colour of Cutz »» 
tles : which were neuer fence eitper in Rome,o2 any tie »» 
confines of Italic,and remained iy .Dapes bppon bis boule, »» 
neither ping o remouing toany other Houfe : and thet »» 
nofe and fonge which they bled, mdrather gine niotionof .» 
weeping, then of mirth. Soudcinly the ports of lanus did ., 
open, the copper Jmage of the god Mercuric was fene fs 5, 
Civeat, the Intage of Hercules without approchet any pet? » 
fon was fene to mone, and bppon bis chamber toyere he,» 
flept the {hich otule nightly ceafed net fo boule. Commo- ,, 
dus edfdering thefe caufes,peparted foremtatne at mount 
Celius: affirming that be was feared by night,¢ might not 
ficepe, On the nert day, being demmaunded for the celebzatis 
onof cerfeine feattes ¢ games, iwhich were to be pene bes 
fore the gates of bis Palace, twbat garmentes His guard 
houla weare, hee aunfwered and commaunded them fobe 
clad With boded capes fo2 the raine,a garment much bled 
in Rome for mourners: in fuch wile that on the other dap 
bee was in (uch maner accompanied, that it Cemed ratyer 
thep wente to honour bis obfequies , then to celebrate 02 
magnifie bis fealtes, 


CHAP. XIIIL. 


@ Howe Commodus was flaine by the 
deuice and counfel of his Cour- 
tifane Martia, 


T Be ine approching , therein the follies and twicked- 
netles of the Emperour Commodus Mould finih,ana 
the Coyrowfull Rome obteine libertie from the feruituae 
of fo cruell a fy2ant: the occation both of the one and (hear 


ther was after this maner, | 
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“ Mbe fire day of fhe moneth of ¥anuary, the Romanes d16 
“« celeboate the featt of the God anus; on twbich bay Com- 
“ modus defermined fo (hetwe bimtelfe in the habite, not of 
“ an Cmperour, bat of aftwozd player : whereof Martia bis 
« chcubine being atnertifen, with areat infkace din bumblic 
“« pap hint, and with many feares no leffe requell and bees 
<< feech him, that if mitabt pleate him to take fome other 022 
« Der, both fo anopde the perill that miaht happen tnto bis 
«< perfon, as alfo the blemifhe bnto bis authovitic , his 
« Martia was {o loued and fo tenderly cherifhenana Honons 
« redef the Cmpersur Commodus, that not Wwithfanding 
« {her did ferue bim asa concubine ; pet bee beought.to patie 
«« {hatall men did ferue ber as Cinpeelie. Wo reltraine Co- 
« modus front that featt in the eine and fo2me of a {vozns 
« player neither Were the abundant teares polw2ed footh of 
« Martia fufficient, either ber bumble {ute fo inifantly rez 
« guefttev, cither the feare and basard of big perfon fo flatip 
« informed, either the amozous intifementee fo eractly pers 
« fozmed,renioue bis purpofe:the tobich Martia confiderina, 
«« fo2aat not te requeft others to be afliftant inthat fufe: fo2 
« AS aflerwardes thee reported, ber heart piv gtue ber, that 
« Commodus that day fhoula pafle great petill. Gt that 
« ftme Letus was bis Chamberlaine,and Eleétus Capiteine 
« OF bis guard, twboe were priuate andin great fauour with 
« fhe Cmperour Commodus, ¢ friendes bute Martia: thefe 
« both the requefted fo be huntble furtherers in ber fozmer 
« fute. Wut Commodus twas fo obftinate,and setermined 
« toceiebzate that featt of Ianus,in fo2me of a fenfer:that be 
« Was not onely dnwwilling to beare them, but alfo grew fo 
« be offended with them. Dn the eves ene of the great featt 
« Of fhe God [anus , Commodus cimannoed the Capiteines 
« OF the {ty023 players, to prepare him the armes € enfianes 
< OF a flyo2d player: fo2 that be would celebrate tbhofe featts 
« hot as an Cmperour, but asaficm2d player. BChis dene 
<< ANDproutded, Commodus cdmaunden Letus and EleQus 
«. CO depart fo heir lodaing,fo fhe end be minht repofe : and 
- fing bimlelfe alone inbis chamber ineloten Iwith at 
, ies uf, 
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Shut, be twke paper andincke, and dia ingite With bis » 
otune handes , the names of all fuch perfons tobich he des » 
fermined on the next day fhould be Maine with the Civo02d » 
players; fo2 bis meaning tvas not princtpallp to adoane » 
thofe feaftes and tobonour them, but to difpatch manye » 
meniof their lines. Chis memtozial being mave, ef al fuch ~» 
perfons as tbe nerfe day GHeulde be laine: partelp of ers ~ 
cefle, and partelp of tocartneffe tn weitinge, be tas tae > 
ken with deade fleape : laying bis memoviall bnver bis ~ 
pillowwe , not doubting that any perfon Mould encounter » 
theretvtth. Commodus hadin bis chamber alittle boye » 
{uffictently faire , named Pugius, tobome be div love and » 
fauour aboue all the refi, not foz bis (ervice, but fo2 ve% » 
light be bad of him in bedde. As Pucius twas but chiloitve, » 
andinfogreate fanour , comming and going alwayes » 
info Commodus chamber, foztane teuld, 02 fo fay better, » 
Dod fo ordapuied, that he Moulte take that paper in bande ~ 
inberein were contained the names of al fach as were aps >» 
. pointed fo the laughter : and came forth bnto the lodging, »» 
where Martiareceiued him to play, according bnto the »» 
cuffome bfed with chilozen : and finding the paper in bis. 
Handes , fulpecting if fo be fomte w2itinge of imyportance, ;, 
fake the chilocinto ber armes , imbacinge, kifinge,and:., 
Dallying with the chitte Pugius, and aining hint another .. 
ivell tubercwith toplay, tobe the paper into ber hanas, ., 
without all fufpicion to finde that, which therein twas ., 
conteined. Martia coulve both tite and reade, and bn: ., 
derfoode p Orceks, and fvake the Watine foung, and pe: , 
fently beaane foreade the contents therecf, tw2ttten by ., 
Commodus bis stone handes : inherein thee founde firfe a 
Her ofpne proper name. as appointed amonalk the refte fo ., 
beflaine: the feconde tvas the chamberlaine Letus the - 
thirde the captaine Electus ,andfo cont equentelp-the mof:,, 
auncient, tocalthy,¢ the mott noble perfonages of Rome, ., 

Martia being affonnied and terrifted to find twat the foad ‘, 

in thatlibell, beganto fobbe and Wepe: andfaping wit ,, 

ber (elfe; whatisthis? may it be, that I am Martia that’, 

| Jp.b, readch 


st 
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reade this'writing, and fhalbe executed to morrowe? Oh 
Commodus,ioy & take no care: for whereas thou hadit 
thoughtto hane done vengeaunce vppon thine enimies: 
this daye, they fhal be reuenged of thee, in fuche wife, as 
men fhallipraifeit 5 and the Gods allowe it; that in thy 
rigorous chafticements, all tyraunts {hall obteine and re- 
couerboth warning andexample. LEthou-euer in all 
thy life , didefticommitt or perfourmeany good deede, it 
hath beenc to place mee amongft fuche perfoncs as thou 
haft appointed to be flaine tomorowe: for that fheede- 
feructh wotte iuftly:to dye, that abandoneth her conuer- 
{ation ynto fo vilea perfon. Since the Gods haue fo per- 
mitted , and my good fortune woulde ; that this matter 
fhould be difcouered, full contrarie to thy purpofe, it 
fhall:haue fuccefle : becaufe thou thoughteft to haue 
flainemee, and all other vertuous, noble, and moft weals 
thie of the Empire : but the cafe fhall be thus : that this 
dayethou fhalt fee the ende of thy wicked life ; and wee 
all fhall beholde our mother Romefet at libertie, 
« Hbhele and luche other tumzdes being fpoken , thee fent 
« for Letusand EleGus, to tebome in aveate fecrecic , he 
« Showed this tw2iting sand iwhen they confivered , thaton 
« the nert dave they (heulde all be laine , they foogate not 
« fodeferimine fokill Commodus that night : but barbdes 
«< lp might agree bppon the Device and manner of bis 
co DEAL. 
«c.  Atiwas the enen of the feaftoflanus, and alfoagreat 
« parte of the dare alreadie pat, and not as pet Defermuned 
« With what manner of death they thoutne finithe Com- 
.. modus bis life : forthat, if they Mouloe kill bint on the 
.< foudeine, be might defende bum felfe, and the cafe difcoues 
«< ¥OD ,and lf their affaires were deferred; onthe nert bape 
-¢ they were indged:fo Dyes but finally,they concluded fo 
« difpatche hint With polfon, offered by the bands of Martia, 
. Lhemanner was thus. 


“Him felle.y and comming from the bathe » Maxtia hate 
y : | bins 
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bint ih hande that he twas pale and calourleffe, and prayed ” 
hintto drinke anv to cate a. morfell , and in that fame ” 
whiche the qaue him ina colation fo cate, inthe fame ~ 
thee miniftred potfon fo2 Him to dye. | ‘s 
spot lone after this furfeting oyct , bis head tecanto ” 
ake: and being coun(ellep bp Martiato take bis beade, fhe ~ 
prouided fo fende feorth atl perfones that might feeme ete ” 
ther fo hinder bis reft, 02 ber determined purpote. Be bad ~ 
repofed little moze thenan houre, toben the potfon began © 
fo come tobis heart, aid faking occafion with bis fingers © 
¢o catt , Martia, Letus,¢ blectus, doubting that bytomite ” 
he miaht theotwcfozth the poifow, and fo they by mats * 
fer committed niighfinftlp be puffo ocath, beganne fo ~ 
feate and dilitaye in theirenterp2ife> Wut Martia moe ” 
like antan then a woman, petcetuing her complaintes fo ” 
be daunted with fare, brought tn Narci {Tus , abeardleffe ” 
aid thameltile young mans filehen in murthers: to ” 
‘home he promifedagreatefmnme ofmoney who snes” 
fring the chamber finithen the murther. 2 his tas the ” 
ene of the tnchatt and fitthie life of Commodus , twhofe ” 
 Jifeand death may pealde bnto all Pataces bathe; ” 
* gyample and ferrour:fo2, notwithftanding. °° 
the wicked are forborne for.a'time, tins 
et Godsiuftice doth not per* |» 
mitte them to efcape 
vnpunithed, 


t 
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The life Ha the Emperour Pertinax, 


~-. compiled by fyr Anthonie:of 


Gucuara, Bifhop of Mondonnedo, prea 
cher, chronicler, & counfeller vn-, 
to the Emperour Charles 
the fifth. 


CHAP. I. 
@ Of the linage and countrie of the Emnye 


rout Beacines: 


ae een) 1 C emperout Publius Pertinax was 
Bet) Eee) boone in the prouince of Apennia ina 
PAN@e 24 cerfcine placenamed Martos, in the fee 
(Pea cond pere of the Empire of Tratane: and 

paw aibis father twas named Lineotinus ; a 
aicas|man that lined by bis one p2oper 

ftoeate and trauatle , Pertinax beeing a 

fripling, feruedhis father with the carriage of tomd bpd 
an affe, fo be folde at the totune, tho bled fo fell fo dere, 
ronfentions, andpinching , that if they qaue bim not bis 
firtt bemaunde, be did rather leaue bis umd bnlolde, thers 
abate one blanke of bis potce . And being noted of all met, 
and but fo2 a packeman tt proceeded thereof to be named 
Pertinax, that ts to fay, contentious: fo2 that befoze time 
he twas named Publius, Pertinax percetuing that be twas 
notw called, nof Publius, but Pertinax, contentious and 
packinan, be parted from bis countrie in a greate chafe, 
and (hamed , aiumng bint felfe to {2ife and read: tobiche 
twyenbe bad learned, be trauciled to atteine the Oreke € 
Lafine founges, tobich allo be obteined: in fuch Lwile,that 
be became moe handfome in {clence, theninlelling of 
wad. solve tojen Pertinax percetued him felfe to be tne 
fructen tothe in the Oreke andiatine tounges,be gave 
bim felfe bute the warres, tolearne fhe arte of a 
ale, 
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fare, perceining that from bis tupie there proceded 
much traneile,and no profit ; and that bis life otminithed, 
and his gads nothing tncreafed, Jn thofe payes the Ro- 
maines helde warres Wwith the Aflyrians , againt tobome 
the Conful Lolianus twas captetne, tobere Pertinax being 
repaired, made conenant with a capteine of Rome fa 
ferue him fo2 bis poonifion , in the condition of a caters 
Who bine vis ferutce in that office berie faithfully, andi 
(kirmithe and encounter with the enimie no lefle baltants 
ly, bis maiffer remoued from bis (aide office, and aduaune 
ced him fo tye Rate of aSouldiour. Mot long after that 
Pertinax had ferried in the condition of a fouldtour , but be 
wus raifed fo an office of more honour andcredite, tubich 
in thele dayes , tg termed Sergeant of thebante, that is 
fotvete,to cine over bnto-the fouldiours, fo feffcin 
arraye, Pertinax every dave recoueres fame in the 
Warres, and his baliantnefle and noble minde twas nofos 
rious bute all meninthe campe. Ze chaunced af the furie 
ous encounter of the enimte, the capteine of bis bande fo 
be laine: tobercof the Conful Lolianus commaunded him 
to take the charac, therein be did fo bebauc hin felf, that 
not long after, be vid nofonely with bloud , reuenge the 
bloud of his capfeine, but alfo boonght to pafle, tobe los 
ned of the Romaines, and feared of the enimies . Dbe 
fwarres of Affyria being finithep , Pertinax remained as 
preto2 thereof, and as be twas feared of the Aflyriansin 
the fime of toarre: {0 was be afterinardes beloucd tit time 
of peace : fo2 ifin times pall be bad beene rigo2ous,as tuto 
enimies : fo was be in procefle Withont all comparifon, 
moze piftifull onto offenders. In the feconde peare of the 
Empire of f qo Marcus Aurelius, the king of Parthians 
rebellen againt fhe Romanes .¢ among other Capteines 
that were called onto that conqueft, twas Pertinax the 
Wreto2 of Aflyria: in which warres, foRraight and found 
frinothip was planted betwwirt Marcus Aurelius and Pers 
tinax, that from thenceforth they aealte not as mater 
and feruaunt, but as father andfonne: becaule ne i 
er 
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fer, Were if of motte greate importance tobiche Marcus 
Aurelius commanded, that Pertinax perfoutmed nof, 
and cractly did notaccompliffe: cither any counfell mints 
ffred by Pertinax onto Marcus Aurelius , tnfo whiche 
be pealved noe . Bu thofe Parthian twarres, Pertinax 
proued fo proutdent tt perils, fo doughfic in basardes, fo 
twife in counfell, fo venturous in fallies , and fo balts 
ant tubattatle, hat by repoate of the eninies andtudaes 
nient of the armies, be onely delerued moze glogie ther 
alltberct. Whe warres cf Afia being finihen, the Cnw 
perour Marcus Aurelius fente bin as P2efo2. bute the. 
province of great Britaine , which notve ts called Cnge 
lande. 
ive peares after he arrined info Britaine, warre Was 
raifed agatut the Germaines, bnto which farres Perti- 
nax twas alfo called, and there had the charge of the Cae 
gle, iubich toas fo be bearer of the ropall Tandarde, and 
twas called the Eagle, becanfe the Romanes had alivayes 
in that (pectall ftanvard an Cagle beauely painted, 
«: Pertinax being refinent in the toarres of Germanie, 
.« bis otvne mother from Rome, came to bifife btm, fo2 that 
« Lenne peres bad paffed in twbhiche thee bad not lene dim: 
. ahd not fenne dapes after he badinioped the fight of ber 
_, defied fonne, thee dyed and palled out of Chis twozlde. Une 
" fo iohomt Pertinax erected fo folenme and fumptiuons obs 
v " fequics, and fogenerous afepulchye, tobereof tas diuls 
red that the was the mother of fome Cmperour fo come, 
“and thatthe Empire thonld fall into bis hanves. Whe 
affaires of Germanic being fettled, the Cmperour Marcus 
Aurclius fent bis commanndement dno Pertinax , to 
pafte into Datia , tebich nofwe ts nanted Denmarke: ana 
Div affigne him fiftte thonfande fertercies fo2 bis tipend, 
Wwhiche may amount fo flue thoufande Ducates of our 
tioney : whereat manye oid ennte, nolefle for the areate 
funiines of money tubich be qaue bam, then fo2 the hos 
nourable coucrnement that be comututted duto hint. 


froive 
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$otve Pertinax being qrowen berie riche , and nott- 
fienbothe valiant, barbie, and in greate eftimation, bee 
was theretwithall ennicd of mante : which batred boone 
hin by bis contempozants and companions in the iwarrs, 
they aifcoucred by ther ertreme publifping bis negligen- 
ces, Darkening and infabling bis berotcall actes. 

It isan auncient cuftome in the malice of man, to 
holde nothing for well done, but that which we loue,al- 
though it be euils and to efteeme nothinge for cuill , but 
that which we hate, although itbe right perfet . Where 
came from Datia cerfeine {culsisurs fo Rome, Wwiiche 
gaue foo2th fo pernerfe and foule infozmation againiic 
Pertinax, that poefently the Cmperony oto fufpende bts 
pffice, and difcharged hint of bis Mipende, and that be 
fhouloe ferue one tubole peare at bis otone poper cotles 
in Illyria. : | 

Thisimperiall commaunvement being notified buts 
Pertinax, poefently with areate patience be obeped, and 
Departed bite llyria to perfourime bis banithement with 

“much conftancie: and they faye, that be faite thele Wwo2ds 
at his Depatting. | 
- Tam not’ gtieued for the honour whereof they haue 
deprived mee, either for the ftipende whieh they haueta- 
ken from mee, either of this exile whiche they hauefent 
mee! but it grieueth mee that this commaundement fhuld 
Ret from fo good a Prince, and I not hearde, either 
e well infourmed: becaufe mine innocencie being kno- 
wen (asfhortly it fhalbeknowen ) the Emperour, my 
Lord, fhalbe noted of all men, as.a Prince of light beliefe, 
and I thallobteine the credite and fame of a gentleman, 
bothe fincere and patient. 

Ans ag Pertinax fain, foit fucceded, tobich is fo tucetes 
the Senate commannding inquifition fo be mabe , and 
finding Pertinax fre and cleave from allimattcrs, tobers 
of he twas accufed, and manye thinges toberetoze fo be 
conmrenven, be was bp publique fenfence refio2ed tris 
bis honour, ¢ to bis aduerfaries tag giucn the pane oe 

| e 
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he vid and Mhoulde haue fuffered: although , notivithtans 
Ding in Moot time after, by bis otune fute, they Were pare 
poned, becaule Pertinax naturally was pitfifull , and not 
given fo reuenge. 


GHAP IT: 


@ Of the variable fortune that Pertinax did 
pafle before he obteined the 
Empire. 


¢ emperour Marcus Aurelius belde Pertinax tn ree 
putation of a man both bertuous, valiant, lent, of a 
nicble minde, and alfo foztunate ; but after be bad by fale 
report eriles bim , be belde him both fo2 tile, and of great 
patience, confidering howe mildly be endured fo brink 
banifment, and afterwardes hotve friendly be fuedfoz 
bis aduerfaries, Jn recompence of the iniurie whiche 
Marcus Aurelius the Emperour bad done bnfs Pertinax, 
he made him yzeto2 of Datia, and fent bint iopntly with 
bis pouition, the enfigne, and didalfo confiitute bim cape 
tcine of the firtt legion: that is to faye, fo bane the baunts 
qarve of thearmic, tbich in the twarres is amatter of 
mofte trufk, and alfo of honour: in fuche twife, that where 
as bis enimies had thought mofke to haue confounded 
bim, from thence be receiued occafion to be moft aduauns 
ced. Hhe proutnce of Noricus and Retius rebelled as 
gaintt fhe Romaines ; again tohome the armies of Ilye 
ria Wwerelent, bnto tohome they gaue aduertifement that 
they were reabdie fo be reauced bnto the feruice of the Ro- 
maine Cmpire, if the Peeto2 that peefentlyoid gouerne 
them were remoued, andin bis place they might obteine 
Pertinax fo2 their B20tecto2 :faying and affirming , that 
they rebelled nof, to retire from the {ubiection of Rome: 
but becaufe their officers vid oppreffe them with cruell 
dealing. Great iope had the Emperour Marcus Aurelius 
Wwhen be onder kd thole prouinces tobe reduced bnito bis 
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fernice: but much ntoze did he retopee, inben he twas ave 
vertifed, botwe inffantlp they craned Pertinax fo2 the gos 
uernement ofthat countrie: Onto wwhome peefentiy be 
fent, both crauing and commanding: andto the ende 
that Pertinax thoulbe accept bis {uife, and conoefeende 
pnts bis commanndement, be fent bint the enfiane and it 
ucricof Confullhip, Dany sayes after that thefe mats 
fers had pafied, tye Cmperour Marcus Aurelius fent for 
Pertinax, which bad bene ablent firfene yeares , andas 
be tuas in martial affaires, famous, fo generally they 
came foo2th into the ftretes of Rome fo bebolde bint,as 
it bad beene fome monfter, beovght from the oelertes of 
Acgypt: and being arrived at Rome, be tuas conducted 
by the Gmperour Marcus Aurelius tnfo the Senate: 
anpafter all foztes and fafbions twas pratfen and bonous 


redasanaflured friende deeth ble fo pratfe and honour ~ 


bis app2oucd friende, tobich was great nonelfte ti Rome: 
fhat ts to faye, fo2 one Weince fofpeake fo2 ancther tn the 
Senate : fo2 butofuch like Capteines as buto Pertinax, 
thep dio onely beare that they wouldfape, but bled not 
fo aun{were any one tum2de iwithin fhe Senate. pzelent « 
lyintbe isalendes of January nert enfuitig, Pertinax 
was created Conful: twbich the Cmperour wifhed the 
Henate had not perfourmed, fo fhe ende be twoulde bane 
nrade him Peo2 princtpall, becanle be ef{eemed himto 
bein pofeffion of greate wifedome, fo2 qonernement of 
matters ofthe common wealth, and very bpight'te avs 
wminifter tufttce. Gbe people tnbabitant neare onto Da- 


nubie, Did w2ife buts the Cmperour Marcus Aurelius, — 


boive tbep tuere robbed, loft, and entl gouerned sand that 
if Pertinax {were not fent to gouerne that ponitice, er 
long the whole countric would rebell: tebith Marcus Au- 
relius bnverffansing, framed and forced him fo refurite 
bate Danubie: andfto thefame ende be cane bi polver 
and flipende fo accomplifhed , that be referucd dnto bine 
felfe but onely the name of Cmperosur bis i020, 
Dne vere after that Pertinax had gonerned Danubie, 
) D.t, — the 
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the Seriate fent him neive pronifion for the gouernement 
of Datia, by the occafion of the beath of Cafsius; ano that 
alfo he \ould hfe the refitence of the P2efo2 cf Panonia: 
infuche totle, that there was no matter, either in the ine 
fertour o2 biaher Almaine, that by the bandes of Pertinax 
{vas nofgonerned and pecuided. Bivo peares after the 
death of fhe Cmperour Marcus Aurelius, Pertinax as 
remoued from the qouernement of Germanic, andafliae 
nev bnto Syria: the qouernement tobereof twas the bett, 
the moft honourable, and alfo the mofte profitable that 
was given by the Romances: fo2 that it was not beftstned, 
but bypon the motte aunctent Conful , 02 the motte balis 
ant captetne , 02 the motte graue Senatour, 02 the ame 
» baffadour that bet bad perfourmed his charae. Allthe 
> Life of the good Emperour Marcus Aurelius, Pertinax itt 
> all bis offices inas founde tobe berie wife, berieiutt, fe- 
» Here, and no leffe fincere : but after the gad Cmpercur 
» Was dead, hearetue negligent, and alfo toas noted nith 
» the blemtfhe ofa nigarde, and couctoulneffe, becaufe from 
» thenceforth, be dtorather implore bis forces to gather ri- 
» chefle, then fo coverne the common ieealth. Df this ros 
fable eramipte tf may beinferred, of that wwbhichenerve 
day toc lee to chaunce : whichis, that good Princes, of e- 
uil men make good feruauntes, and euil Princes of good 
men,makecuil feruauntes : for that many times , not- 
withftanding the fervaunt naturally be euil, he doth en- 
devour andenforce himicite to begood,in refpeét of his 
maiftenwhichsis good z and fo by the contrarie ; ifthe 
Princebe euil; the feruaunt ftrayeth ynto euill although 
of hisowne naturehe be good. 
1) owe Commodus being Enrperour tn Rome , tober 
Pertivaxbibed, andgatheren money im Aa, acaintte 
dnubome certeiie: people did rife and mutta, erclaming 
that bebelde theiit opprefied and robbed sbe was conttrats 
ned thereby: to refyze fufo Rome, feefcape their pees 
tented practifes, fo orfpatebe him of bis life + nothing 
pifpleafant onto Commodus; fo fhe ende be 7“ t1- 
gti? id. 2 herits 
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berite bis code. dnp csi Qe xanio% 
Pertinax being come fo Rome’, and the tpyaunt Pea 
rennius iit thefe Dayes qoherning the Entire, and come 
nraunding Commodus, gaue Sin teric curl! entertapnes 
ment, and fume connerfation: mot fo2 that Pertinax bad 
foneferucd, but he rather togiue him cccafion to departe 
frony Rome: fo2 that being (as be teas) berie wife, and of 
greaitnogement, daliant riche, and atio auncient; be 
Doubted to bee Depeined by Pertinax from the faucur of 
Commodus, | 
Pertinax bebolzing the follies of Commodus, the tps ~ 
rannies of Perennius, the lode and (poyle of the contort 
fwealth of Rome: adnifed to departe trom thence , and © 
fogoe onto the countrie of Liguria, feparating bim (elfe ’ 
foline ina poze billage; where intimes pa , bis father a 
had lined and hepte hoppe: and buying that pare Diwels ” 
ling, where bis father ban (olde ovle, ithe, tine, bread, 
and other victualls, buplttn the compatte thereof aftates i 
iy buyloing, permitting the olde to remaine inthe midef”’ 
{without any addition 02 dinrinithing thereof . Pertinax r 
ercedingly delighted to bebolde that countric, fodercin ” 
he had patted his life being but a chilae, and front whence ” 
he had departedtoabiect , andnoiwe returned withfuche ” 
Wwealthandcredife. ©. ey 
And being abuertifed of the foale of the Affe, thereon ” 
he had died tocarrie wan, tobe aline , bebought tt, and” 
binfo bie ¢ feeve it. as it had bere fome auncient fer- ” 
naunt of great deferuing s be there erected manye and” 
folemnebuyloinges , bought great andmany purchafes, ” 
gaue great fummes of money bute bis kinred,oto friends, i 
and acquaintaunce ; and did fo toye to fe bim felfe fo” 
riche, where be bad bane fo pwze, and to obfeine fo great ” 
quietnedle, after fo muche trauaile: that be fatde 5 and # 
wote bnto bis frienves , that if Princes had throughly ” 
tafted and knowen therellithe ofrepofed reft : of them” 
{elues, and of their owne proper will , they would abans ” 
don their Empires. | 
= tf. Pertinax 
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Pertinax being fefled in quictnefle , Commodus fent big 
commaundement, that be Houlde separte into Britaine tp 
erecute the office of Peetor: which be obeyed, moze fo2 
feare then of god twill, and prefently began fo refoame the 
armies : twhtichetverein robberies berie abfolute, and 
oflifenslefedifolute. Andona time a certeine mutis 
nous legion made commotion , not becanfe they han con- 
tention amonget them felues, but early to awake Per- 
tinax,fo biolafe bis life . Lhe matter fell out after this 
manner, that Pertinax found bim felfe in fo great peril, 
that all men thought be had bene Haine: yet amongt the 
bead he efcaped aline, notwithitanding cruelly: tonne 
bed... After thefe matters were pacified, and Pertinax 
curedof bis uoundes, bee fo ferioully chatticed that treaz 
fon tobich they bad confpired againk him , that he mints 
fredinatter tomurmur at Rome, andto beiwaile in Bris 
taine . Whe Senate being aduertifen , what had pated 
betwirt thearmte and Pertinax, fent a fulpenfe of, and 
fo His p2etozian office, and qaue him charge of prouifion 
fo2 bictuals and munition, tobiche be woulde not accept, 
but fucd fo2 bis difcharge to departe: for that the armics 
Helde binteytreme and cruell, ano be of the armies han 
areafe Double and fulpicion, Pertinax being arrinedat 
Rome, founde that Perennius the tyaunt was nowe 
bead: and Pertinax beinga man of anthovitie and granite 
fie, a finall time fell into the faucur of Commodus, nto 
tobome be commended the prefecture 02 ceuernement of 
the citie of Rome: andiuceeeding FuGianus whee bfep bis 
office with great crucitie, Pertinax obteined greate aad 
Liking of all the people, tho perfourmed bis charge with 
noleffe miidnefle and pictie. 

Commodus nof contented that Pertinax bad recouce 
red{o greate fauour inthe common iwealth, and finding 
no occafion either fo kill or banithe him , adutfed fo dite 
-coner bis euill will Mobiche be vin beare bim, bvothe iss 
iwo2be and dede , that of him felfe be fvould feeke occas 
Aion to departe fd Rome; tobo finding apt ¢ fure silo 
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fo renounce bis office, retired nfo bis otone proper boufe 
anvcountric, fuppofing nener more fo haue bene remior 
ned from thence all the dayes of bis life: partely, for that 
be perceined botve Commodus fought occafions to take ae 
wap his Nfe: and partly moued of olde age , to repofe the 
remnant of bis dayes. i | | | 
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: Gwhat was faide, and what heaunfwered vnto 
7 ~ — thofe perfons, that offered him the 
Empire, 


After that Martia, Letus, Eleétus , and Narciflus hap 
flaine the Cmperour Commodus,a greate parte of the 
night being patted, andall perfonsin p palace being cous 
ched onder the gouernement of profound fepe, Martia - 
and ber companions twke the carkafe of Commodus , and 
tozapt tt in an olde Seron , toberein the flaues div 
beate ont fhe o28ure of the Fable : ginuing therm to bndere 
fande , that it was a certeine beflel,Wwith a charge allo fo 
carrie tt fozth. After the bovic was remoued cut of the 
courte, theplatde it into acarre, and conueyed it infos 
certeine dillage named Ariftro tybere Commodus did bfe 
to bathe and folace : but on the nert aye bis death being 
publithed , the Romanes purfued, and although be were 
bead, they cutt off his head, and trailed bis bovie throughs 
out all the fretes of Rome. Martia, Letus, and Eleatus, 
confidering they bad (laine Commodus, ano beftowen bis 
carkafe at their pleafure, aduifed amonceft them felucs to 
feeke onf, andtoname an Cmperour before daye Moulde 
come bppon them: to the ende the Empire (henld have ar 
otvner, as alfo to have defence buder bis protection : anv 
fo if came fo paffe, toben the death of the one twas mantle 

feted, the electionofthe sther was publitjen, 
| D, iti. he 
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fheanatter hapned after this manner :Letus and Eleus 
falkinge with them, certeine of their cfpeciall frindes des 
parted freight bnto the boule of Pertinax , knocking at 
the gate fobane it opencd with areate hatte: one of the 
fonnes of Pertinax bebolding them to come armed at 
fuch an bour , and with fuch bat, was taken with fo areat 
feare , that toben be twoulde bane made reporte thereof 
bnto bis father, fervour and trembling Wwoulde not (nfs 
fer bint fo fpeake. 

At the inftant that Pertinax bnderffood bot Letus and 
Eleétus fyere come. uth armed men, beleapffrom bis — 
bedde and comunaunded bis gates with qreate {pede fo be 
opened , tohich proceeded ofa noble anda baliaunt minde, 
for that be belve tt for moft cerfaine, thatforas much as 
they were both fo priuate totth Commodus, who did beare 
bim fo mo2fall hatred; and comming bnto bis houfeat 
fuche an boure , might be fo. no otherend then fo take ae 
way bis life. And all.the: time: while thefe matters div 
paffe bet wirt the one andthe other parte, Pertinax was 
neither Croubled o2 altered: buf affer the maner of a man 
Defermined fo dic , faide tuto Letus and EleGus thefe 
Wwo02bes, 7 é: 


I do well vnderftande that the Emperour Com- 
modus, my Lord, hath fente to kill me , whereof I 
doenot meruel: but wonder itis , that fo long he fuf- 
fered me to liue: becaufe of all the olde feruants that 
were bred with his father Marcus Aurelius I onelie 
am aliue , afmall remnantof all the refte whiche hee 
hath flaine . I may not with reafon complaine me, y 
Commodus in my. quietnefle and fecuritiedoth fend 
to put meto death , fincecertaine dayes paft , I haue 
atteded this laft day & houre : for that abhorting , as 
I did abhorre his wicked life , I was mofte fure hee 
| OHI BSS IH Gi would 
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woulde procure my death. It grieueth me not to die, 
but for that I die before I{ee my countrie deliuered 
from the handesof fo cruell a tyrant: for I {wearevn- 
to youby the immortall Godds , that] never -wi- 
fhed anie thinge rather vnto my felfe ; either'my po 
teritic ,then that it might ‘pleafe‘them , before'they 
woulde take away my life I might beholde my mo- 
ther Rome fetatlibettie. I haue beena right perfec 
and fincere Romaine.,and zealous for the common 
wealth of my countrie; and doe hope in the immor- 
call Godds , that J fhall’obteine that in their prefence 
whiche they haue deny ed mee in their abfence’, be- 
fore whome,, his maliceand mine innocencie fhalbe 
examined.: You Letus} and'Eleus, feriiauntes, 
friendes, and fauoured with Commodus’, doethat 
whiche he hath commaunded you , and difpatche 
mec out ofthis tedious and miferable worlde : for 
in the ende to dye with the fwoorde, or to dye with 
anague, all is but death , | | 


Letus and Electus fuere aftonnicd fo bebolve the 
conffancie that Pertinax bad, andto confiver the ercele 


lent tum2des twbichbe be fatde ; whereunte thep made 
aunfiwere, | 


Oh, howe fecteteare the iudgementes of God, 
and howe variable are the thoughtes ‘of menne. 
This wee faye vnto thee Pertinax ; becaufe thou 
thinkeft that wee are ‘come to ‘take awaye thy life: 
and wee are not come, but to the ende thou fhoul- 
deft’ giue ys life , and take wretched Rome 
pas 'eoy on Omni 0  yirder 


* 
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ynder thy defence. e 

Wee may not {peake or aduertife thee at large, 
for want of time , the breake of day being at hande: 
but the cafe is thus , that the tyrante Commodus is 
deade , the caufe thereof proceeded, for that he had de- 
termined (as was founde in memorial written with 
his owne handes) this day to haue flaine vs all: and 
as by a certaine manner neuer hardeof ,the matter 
was difcouered, we determined to preferue our'own 
liues, and giuean endeto histyrannies . In this deed 
which eens done, we neither thinketo haue of- 
fended the Gods ,orcommiitted treafon : for that 
the life of this tyrant was odious ynto the Gods,and 
daungerous yato men . [twas nowe high time that 
fome man fhoulde giue an ende vnto his life, that had 
taken away the lifeof fo many good men. We, as 
we were in his fauour,had perfect intelligéce , whom 
he helde for friends , or enimies: and alfo we knowe 
right certeinely , that if thou Pertinax be now aliue, it 
is not, that he fo wifhed it , or that he procured not to 
kil thee , but the Gods gaue him no place,but haue re- 
ferued thee to the ende thou fhouldeft deliuer Rome, 
and reftore the common wealth . 

No man knoweth vnto this houre that Comodus 
1s dead but Martia and we that haue flaine him: and 
as we hauelaide our handes vpon him to finifhe his 
dayes , fo haue we fixed our eyes ypon thee to make 
thee Emperour. 

And belecue vs, Pertinax , thatif we coulde haue 
made choice of any better thenthy felfe ; we woulde 
haue chofen better : becaufe they arefo many and fo 
greate euills which haue beene committed by this ty- 
aitiy aS Chey Tay Coot bea 
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but by the hands of {ome moft vertuous prince. T hat 
which hath moued:vs to elett.and gine thee this Em- 
pire,is, becaufe thou art auncient, wife,valiaunt,ver- 
tuous,riche,and of great ex perience,aboue all the reft 
loued & defired of all the people: forthat Prince whi- 
cheis not acceptable ynto his people, he hal of many. 
be difobeyed;& of many much leffe duely efteemed: 


hele woo2des being nofed of Pertinax,deferminatly ,, 
bid thincke them fo be {poken fainedlp and with collusion, , 
and therefo aunfiweared, Oh Letusand thou Eleétus, your, 
ought to be fatiffied, fimply to accomplith the bniuft comes | fe 
maundement of Commodus; without derifion of thefe my 

poze auncient yeres,) is to fay, fir gtlefally to flatter me 
and aftertnards to kill me. As 3 hanefaid,perfoome that | 

twbich pe baue fo doe, which the foner pe thall accomplih, | 
the qreater toy thal ye pela Onto Commodus, and deliver 
me of griefe. 3 well knotv that Commodus now flepeth — 
nof,but carefully abiveth pour retarne,fo2 at this p2efent 
be atteoeth no better newes, then the repoat,that pe baue— 
given anend bnto my tweetebed life. Letusand Ele@us ~ q 
confidering that Pertinax continued donbtful and futpicte 
ous, began tolay and replie: therets fo fmall time fo2 fo 
great affaires as {vee baue to do, that there reftethnotime ” 
fo contend bpon our ambaffage and thy fufpicion: and be: ” 
caule thou thalt fe the truthe of that twbich we baue faio, ” 
and not as thou {uppolett , take and reade this memogiall; ” 
tw2itten with Commodus bis slune band, and there halt ” 
thou fa, botw great reafon wee had fo kill bim this night, ” 
firice fo mogrolw he ment to baue flaine bs all, Pertinax rer 
celuing fhe memogial into bis bands,and knotwing if to be” 
Commodus iweiting , found bimlelfe placedin the fourth ” 
degree, twhich is to witt,tbat on the mozrotve Commodis ” 
would baue killed Martia, Letus, Eletusand Pertinax: ¢ ” 
fobydegres , many other Senators ¢ Confuls of Rome, * 
Pertinax Ant tead p memoziall, fayed as one altonied ” 
D.0. againe 
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againg Demaunding f Commodus’ tere’ dead in dene? 
they aduouched no lefle, and thooughlp affirmed: the 
fame: wheteuppon bee beganne mok pittoully to wepe: 
faying, that be wept not fo2 the beath of Commodus,bu€ 
becanfe the mentozie.of the gad Marcus Aurelius tr bint 
was finifhed. And lifting bis epes bp fo beauen, fatd:Oh 
vnfortunate Marcus Aurelius, Oh vnfortunate Marcus 
Aurclius , Oh infortunate Marcus Aurelius : (fhe times 
erclaming him to be bnfogtunate and bnbappie ) becaufe 
thou waft vnfortunate in thy-wife, whiche thou poflef- 
fed{t:in thy daughters which thou nourifhed{t, & in thy 
fonnes which'thoubegattedit, bn idaley 
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( @A certeinenotable fpeach vttered by Letus 
Mode wvhto the atmie,in the fauour of 
Pertinax. 


A Fter that Pertinax had betwaypled fhe death of Com- 

modus, not fo2 bis otune condifion, but fo2 that be bad 
bene the fonne of the qad Marcus Aurelius, be fatd onto 
Letus ¢ Electus, that be would not by any meane recetue 
the Empire, ifthe Senate did not commaund if, and fhe 
armie confent ontoit: becaufe fo hold the Cmpire fate and 
eftablit}ed.and not to entcr the fame ag a tp2ant: dnto the 
Senate,it apperfepned to tle their elecion,and the armie 
their confirmation. Letusmade offer to finithe all that 
twhich Pertinax demaurided: thatis to fap, the Senate 
fhould electand chofe him, ¢ the arntic confirme and allow 
their election; and the hope that be bad fo obfetne fhe fame 
was, that be had amonacit them many friends and kinfes 
fotke: and the toy that all would receiue bppon the newes 


~ of bisneath.: Letus neparting to talke with the Captet- 


nesandleavers of the arntie , made onto them a compens 
nioud peach after this manner, 
eines. | Eis 
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lent Princesjand my mattial companions) will beve= 
tie ftrainge ynto your hearing although pot farre di - 


ftant from your defirés: becatife df! miiny things whie 
che we defite the léalt dnd fewelt parts theredPwe do} 
obtelite: Neither ate thie Gods fo liberal! t giuévs al’ 


that we defire,cither {6 nigeatd to denie vs ali that we 
craué: and this they do,becaule we fhal acknowledge 
therii to bt good; for thabwhich they gine vs anid'cd+ 
feffe our felués to beeuillofor that sw hich they denie 
v8 The good and vertaous be noronely knowen, if 
the good woorkes whichthey doe ybut alfo in their 
good defires‘which they’ lave : sbecatile the euill and: 
wicked sifthey durft ; would neucrecale'ts commit 
mifchiefeodnd the Vertuous if theyemight would ne” 
uergrowecold in doing vettuous'adts. The Gods ne~ 
uet loyntly accomplifhed the defires of fo many ; as 
this day they hatie accomplithed-all your defires :- for’ 
being(as yoware) noble; pencrous,valiauiist, trie, and! 
no counterfec& Romanesit isnot to.bé thought that 
ye fhould wihh or defire,but the libertie of our mother 
Rome,and the reformation of our auncient common 

wealthe. - 
Ye haue all feene ewhat the Emperonr Cacknéday 
hath beene, whiche is to witt , howe largein com* 
maundement , howe cruellin killing, howecareleffe 
in gouctnment, & how hithie of lites through which 
3 | FOE DAB, 23716 oy? Ceatife 
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caufe, we not onely held our houfes as confumed 8 
loft, and our perfonis in perill; but alfo'were defamed 
throughoutall ftraunge nations. The Prince that is 
ouer youthly ,foolith,abfolute or diffolute,loofeth his 
people, and defameth his kingdome. Since ye haue 
feene the euils.and.cruelties which hee hath done; I 
would haue you fee, heare, & vnderftad what he mée 
todoe: foras it feemeth by this memoriall written 
with his. owne hand, hee had a will'to haue flaine all 
perfons within the Empire :and.if hee might haue 
broughtitto pafle,it is credibleshewould hauecut the 
throtes of fo many as be in this world. It was neuer 
{eene or heard of in this world, of any tyraunte that 
hath'beene of the manet andcondition of Commo- 
dus:for that naturally he delighted in lofle of friends, 
and did glorie to haue enimies;... Commodus your 
Emperout is now dead, & if Lbe notdeceiued, Ifup- 
pofe he dicth with conformitie of the whole Empire: 
becaufethere is nothing more, cettaine, chen that hee 
which liveth tothe pretudiceofall men, fhould dieito 
the conformiticof all men. . Inas'muchas the Gods 
hauetakenin good part to deliuer vs from the ferui- 
tude. of this tyrant, iris neceflary chatanother Empe- 
tour be prouided and chofen, and this election: may 
indureno delay, but mutt be difpatched:at this inftat: 

ecaufe otherwife,as the great dignitie of the empite; 
isa thing that many defire,8< few deferue: fo it might 
happen thatat the time wee would beftowe thé fame 
ypponfome vertuous man ;-it might be vfurpedby 
fomeftraunge tyrant, If vnto eaety man that is here 
prefent,we fhould hate due refpect,according to theit 
deferuing : I {weare by the immortall Gods, wee 
fhould want Empires,and not Emperours: but confi- 
dering 
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dering the Empire is but one,& is not to be giuen but 
ynto one,in the end nonefhall obteine the fame , but 
he ynto whomethe Gods hall afligne,and the defti- 
nies permit. The prince that ye haue to ele€te,oughr 
(in my iudgement ) to benatiue of your countrie:be- 
caufe the prince that 1s not natiue buta ftraunger , he 
fhallrather firft finithe his dayes, then attaine to the 
loucofhis common wealth. Yehauealfoto elect & 
chufean Emperour, that poffefleth age & grauitie:for 
that it furthereth nota little the profit and reputation 
ofthe common wealth,to haue a beard on the face, & 
hoatie haires on the head. Alfo it is right neceflarie in 
the Emperout which ye fhal elect, that hebe no foole, 
either a coward : but that he be wile, pregnant,noble 
minded, & of experience: becaufe in naturall {cience, 
and long experience, the good goucrnement of the 
whole common wealth doth confift.Mamfelting my 
minde more clearely, I fay againe vnto that which I 
haue faid: thatif my opinion might be taken in this 
cafe, we ought to determine and fixe our eyes vppon 
Publius Pertinax , in whome concurreall thecondi- 
tions aforefaid: thatis to fay naturalitic,age,grauitic, 
{cience, and experience: 8 that this is moft true,there 
needeth no greater teftimonie for thecredite thereof, 
then that Commodus held him for his enimie. Itis 
not to bethought , that the Gods in vaine, haue con- 
ferued the life of Pertinax vntil this day, Commodus 
procuring by athoufand meanes to put him to death: 
4s it is moft true,that of al the old feruaunts of his fa+ 
ther by him flaine, omtly Pertinaxis referued aliue. 
As wee haueall wel knowen that be here prefent,that 
Pertinax hath been the man moft afflicted, banifhed, 
 enuied,toyled,and perfecuted,of al the men that now 
ake 
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arealiue in this world: and furely it isa great argu- 
ment,to thinke that for him, & for no other theEm- 
pirehath beene referued: becaufe the Gods do never 
preferue the life ofany man amongeft fo many pe- 
rils but afterwards greatly they aduaunce him. Wee 
oughtall to holdit for great good hap, and greatly to 
ratifie the gods in re{pe&te of fuch and fomany as 
Bie bin flaine in our common wealth, that we finde 
fuch a prince for our mother Rome, whom they fhal 
not aduenture to contemne, becaufeof his grauitie: 
neither be datited with feare,for that he is noble min- 
ded : cithernoted of fimplicitie, in as much , as hee is 
fapient:neither accufed of vice, for chat he is vertuous: 
either reproued of fecblenes,becaufehe is repofed : fi- 
nally,no man may deceine him in words,in fo much 
as he hath experience of all thinges. O moft excellent 
princes and my commilitants,I will fay no more vn- 
to you, but that, if yemay perfuadeyour felues to the 
election of Pertinax , yefhall not onely yeelda good 
Emperour vato your Common wealth,but alfo eue- 
rie man fhall obteine in him, a father forhis familie: 
for as he hath bin a leader vnto vsall,fo he canotdeale 
with ys,but as with his children. 


Git the time that Letus twas reafoning thefe matters 
bito the arnuc, they Kode all affonied and rapt : parflp in 
hearing the memooatall, contevuing the treafon that Com- 
snodus Jad o2depned, ¢ partly forthe netues of his death: 
and alfoin confiocring bois aptly ¢ eloquentlp Letus hav 
bied bis (peach tn opening the matter. pazelentlpat the 
inffant that Letus had finithed dis tatke, the tubole armie 
begat fofay terclame-Vimat vinat Pertinax Auguftus, wobis 
che ts to fap, Long & many yeares may Pertinax liue our 
Romane Emperour. All the principal of the armite aepare 
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fed to bifite Pertinax at his otore boufe, ¢found him nof, 
but in the temple of vitoric, and taking him bppon their 
fhonlers they carried him about all Rome: and as tf was 
then, as pet not thezougbly dap, the totonciinen were abas 
(hen to beare fuch netwes:becaule not knowing that Com- 
modus teas dead, thepheard that Pertinax was proclats 
medCmtpcrour. Abe Romanes afterivardes did fweare 
ano affirme,that in long tinte pat there was eucr any nes 
foes diuulgate in Rome, that generally qaue fe great isp 
‘pnfoall perfons, partly fo2 the nelwes of Comodus death, 
ag alfo fo? that $ god old Pertinax was made Cinperour. 


CHAP. V. 


Ofan Oration made by Pertinax in the 
Senate immediatly after he was 


| ele&ted Emperour, 


%7 Cry areat was the toy that was mantictied thzouabe 
Y ont all Rome,becaufe thep had obfepned Pertinax fo2 
éheir 1.020, and no lefle was the beautnedle fiat Pertinax 
Difcouered , to behold himfcife an Cmperour :fo2 he fatd, 
that this name oz title of imperteo2 reaitient, tas the 
thing that enery man delires for bimfelf,and in ofbers dtd 
wiotk abho2re. Mofigne ofan Cmperour would Pertinax 
‘rdfent fo accompanie bim, tntil be and the Senatours had 
feene,conferred,andfalnted ech ether,and altiopntly being 
mounted bpon the height ofthe Capitol, bere p imperial 
cloth of eftate was placed,Pertinax tyould by no meane bt 
potune in that inwertal feat,but take the Conful Glabris 
by the arnie,and by frong and would hane fot bin inthe 
fame, ferionfiy affirming, that it apperteincd mach better 
tnte bis beferuing. Glabrion tvas.a Romane, tn age bery 
Enncient in cddition very mild, in gouctnnient very wife, 
dr fife ofareat Gneerttic, ein’bloud much effeemed:for Coat 
He twas defcended by the tighttine of King Acncas forte 
‘Suto Anchifes, and fonne in latve onto kitig Priamus, 
aiid 
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and father fo Afchanius, then Glabrion perceinen Per= 
tinax fo perfil with fo greatinftance to inne him with 
the Cmpire , be faid bnto bim in the prefence of the twebole 
Senate: the bumble humilitie tobich thou Gewelt Perti- 
nax in the want of merit of the Empire, the fame maketh 
the of deleruing fufficient of the Cmpire, tuto which elecs 
fion ail toc of the Senate do confent: not moued thereune 
fo by the election of fhe armie,but to {ee thee make (0 fmal 
accompt of thy felfe: in fuch wife, that this thy refufal pels 
deth thy merit fufficient. Agreat while was the whole 
Scnat perfuading Pertinax to condefcend to their requett, 
iobtch ts to twit, fo accept the Cmptre: but bis repugnance 
twas fo great, that ir a manner by foace thep placed im its 
the chayze: and that twbich is moze, the tobole Senate pers 
cetued,that be did nothing fepnedly:fo2 tf was lamentable 
fobcare the lamentation which bee made, and fo fee the ae 
bunbdance of teares tobtch be (hed .ABut afterwards, when 
be twas placed in the tmperial chaire,Pertinax fpake ont 
the Senate after this maner. 


Hits Oration to the Senate. 


THAT which I will now {peake vnto you ( fa- 
thers confcript)the God Iupiter,in whofe houfe now 
we ftand,be my witnes,I wil not therin deceiue you: 
fer this place being confecrate ynto the gods(as it is)1t 
fhouldbe great factilege, for men to aduentute to lye 
therein. Forall weaknefle which men commit , they 
may haue excufe, except it be for lying : becaufe vnto 
other vices, humane weakenes doth inuite or intice 
vs:but to lye , we are not moued but with our owne 
proper malice. Fathers confcript,ye fee how Com- 
modus your Emperout is dead,and the deftinies haue 
brought to paffe that I {ucceede him in the Empire: 

.perchance, for as muchas he did wifhe mee euill, and 


his 


his workes of my part not very well liked , it may be 
thought of you,that the manner of his death was firft 
notified vnto mec, and his life cut off by my deuce: 
wherein throughly to fatiffieyou, I {weare and pro- 
teft by the immortall gods ,that of this fault I am not 
guiltie: becaufe I was fo innocent thereof ,that when 
they {aid that Commodus was dead , at that inftant 
I thought he had {ent to haue flaine mee, Notwith . 
ftanding that both he and we hhal all die,I would not 
that fo {traunge a death fhould haue finifhed his dayes: 
not becaufe Commodus did not deferue the fame, 
but for thegreat bond which our mother Rome doth 
owe vnto his father Marcus Aurelius: for it many ti- 
mies happeneth, that the errours of the children,be re- 
compenced with the merittes of their fathers. I was 
feruant and aduaunced of the good Marcus Aurelius, 
which is the greateft weale that the deftinies might 
haue giuen me in this world, 8 I fay it 1s to this end, 
becaufe it fhould bc great eriefe vnto me,if in my pre- 
fence any thing fhould be faid, either in my abfence a- 
ny thing thould be done, againft his fonne Commo- 
dus, alchough he be now dead: for that in my heart, I 
finde my felfe much more bound to acknowledgeithe 
great goodnes which I receiued of my Lord Matcus 
Aurelius: then to reueng the iniuries that I fuffered of 
his fonne Commodus. Beleue mee (fathers cd{cript) 
that if ye fhall do cotrary vnto this which I haue fad, 
it may be,that obferuiug time wherin J fhall find my 
felfe, itfhalbe neceflarie to diffemble it,bur I may not 
ceafe greatly to feele it. The prouidence of the gods 1s 
farre different from the deuices of men, & that which 
moueth me to this {peach, is, that when I was a yong 
man , I much defired the Empire, and might notat- 
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teine it:and now that I am old and do abhorre it,they 
force mee to take it: in fuch wife , they giue vs that 
which we hate , and denie vs that which we feeke or 
craue. When I began to hold offices in the common 
wealth, I thought it moft certeine,that it was#io hu- 
maine matter, buta diuine dignitie ,to bea Romane 
Emperour : but after I tafted of the trauells of com- 
maundements,and ofauthoritie,and ynderftoode the 
peril to reigne:I did clearely {ee that amongeft all the 
trauels of men, to be an Emperour is the greateft. 
Neither metucile,cither be efcadalized(O ye fathers 
confcript)to fee me fo yntractable,and with fo many 
teares to refufe the Empire: for if I thought to yfe my 
felfe thereinasa tyrant, I would not cafte it off , but 
would rather procure the fame:butas my meaning is 
to liue & gouerne more to the profite of the common 
wealth ,thé to the aduancement of mine owne houfe: 
re{peCting my {mall ftrength,the Empire is to mee, a 
greatburthen. Bcing,as I was, moft truly fatiffied 
with the acquaintance and conuerfation of the trauels 
of the Empire,there were no reafon to think,I fhould 
defire the Empire : becaufe there is none fo foolith,as 
the man,that with the hope of a remedie,would offer 
himfelfe vnto an hazard. Vnto this day I haue beene 
efteemed in pofleffion of great wealth,but now that I 
aman Emperour, I am forced to become poore:for y 
a prince,in refpect of fuch, with who he hath to deale 
and accomplith, hath fewe thinges to giue,and hath a 
thoufand neceffities that conftreine him to bribe and 
robbe. Vntil this day Thaue had fome quietnefle, but 
from henceforth I fhalbe conftreined. to. liue difcon- 
tented: becaufe from the trauel and difquietnes of the 
ptince ,peace and quictnefle doeth proceedeynto the 
com- 
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mon wealth. The office of the prince is not to fleepes 
but to watche: notto be idle, but to trauell: for that e- 
uerie excefliue recreation , which his perfon taketh, 
forthwith redoundeth to the offence of the common 
wealth. From my birth vntill this day,of any thing I 
haue not had greater experiéce,then to fee,heare,read, 
fuffer,and experiment trauels:wherofmany I beheld 
farre off: butalas of my felfe,that noweam inuironed 
therewith: becaufe the appetite of the vulgar people is 
fo feebleand variable , that if to day they giueand e- 
le&ta good prince, to morrow they would relifhe and 
hauea tafte of the gouernement of fome other. Na- 
turallie, all men,in all thinges,and atall houres,defire 
to heareand {ee nouelties, and much more defire the 
fame inthe eftate of gouernement, then in all other 
thinges:for that no prince gouerneth fo well,but that 
they conceiue an other fhould gouerne better. Vnieill 
this day I haue beene well liked, ferued, and reueren- 
ced,but from henceforth al men for the moft part, thal 
beare me enuie and hatred: becaufe the eftate of prin- 
ces is fo enuied , that hee fhall want {and in the Sea to 
reckon his enimies : but the number of his fingers 
of one hand, fhal exceede to point out his friends. 

All this I hauefaid ( fathers confcript) to the end ye 
fhall not merueile, why I haue refufed the burthen of 
the Empire, but rather am efcandalized , knowing 
what I know, to fee my felfe charged and ouer laden 
with yEmpire:becaufe to renounce it,a thoufad thin- 
gesdo moue me , &toattemprit, nothing inuite me. 
But fince the gods haue fo willed,my deftinies fo per- 
"mitted, ye alfo haue fo ordeined:I determin to lode 
my felfe with this burdé , although Iam aflured it wil 
coft me my life:but I yeld ital for wel imployed, if it 
bn ee Pi. be per- 
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hele um2des beina fatd bp Pertinax, fhe Senate ree 
retued oreat pleafure, and chieflp pratfed him, fo2 that be 
forbad ailmen to fpeake euttl of Commodus, knotwinag(as 
they all did knoe) that hee bad beene bis mostall eninte, 
Sc be Senat receiued Pertinax in the mio amoaek them, 
119 BID accompany and affend bpon htm, bufo all the tent 
ples: and cuerp temple div offer bnfo the Cods , notable 
« faertficee, Gnd mow truly this tuas a nofable and alfo a 
« fandable cuftome amongeft the Romans, tohich ts to witt, 
« that princes neluly elected, dtd frit difite the Oods,befoze 
« they permufted themfelues fo be bifitedofmen. Gs Per- 
« tinax bad bis perfon tn fo great autboattie, and being elecs 
« fed by the armie,and the Senat with fo great conco2d:and 
« further, being old and boarte beaded, and fo long time knoe 
« {wentn Rome, if mas a monftruous thing fo behold, when 
« he caine fozth into Rome, how al men baffed fo fee bis face: 
« fo2 truly tf feemed litle nto enerp man fo obey him asa 
« pztnee, but to loue and ferue bim as a father, 


CORDA vam 
@ Ofmany thinges which he did after 


he was Emperour. 


"T Be firft thing that Pertinax commaunded,o2 pronided, 
was that the men of warre were beryp wel payed; and 
theriwith practifed great difcipline,in tobich matter, moze 
then in any otber,be pacfentlp gaue refozmation: fo2 that 
in the Cmpire of Commodus, the armie tuas abandoned 
onto great Itbertie. 
Comodus confamed fo great fammmes of monic in bices, $ 
there twas not fufficient fo pay the men of warre:¢ by this 
occafion thep did filche by night , rob on high wayes , facke 
bontes, (potle coone, oppreffe the pm2e, and were bribers 
with rich ten: finally, they tere defperate, and fo ssh fe 
that 
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that fozfeare ofany paine, thep nener abfiepned from of 
fence. sRotmanyp dapes after that Pertinax was publt- 
thed Cmperour, and with areat fertoufnes on a certeite 
Day, bled familtaritic with Letus and EleQus, a Conful 
named Falcus faid bute him: tobat an Emperour (MD Per- 
tinax)thou thalt pooue, thy tuogkes begin to make denon 
ration : fince thouleavettaffer thee Letusand Eleaus, 
which as fraytours did kill thetr 1020 Commodus: doing 
twhat thou doeif, and confenting to that tuherto thou dint 
confent, it may be no leffe, befides the eutll crample which 
thou yeeldeft bnto Rome,thou gine alfo fuch fcruple bn 
to thy fame : whereby toe thinke, that tf thou inert not the 
innentour of bis peath, at the leat thou delighteft to cloke 
thefame. Unto this Pertinax made aunftwere, it tell {eee 
meth, tbat although thou be a Coful, thou arf but a ponge 
ling : fince thou knotweft not fo make difference of times, 
4t maketh no great matter, that % toe with Letusand E- 
lectus, as thep did Wwith their 1023 Commodus, that ts to 
fay, they obeped bin and followed bim , and that tohiche 
they moff defired, they moft vifembled: and at the boure 
of oppoztunitic , they difpatched him of bis life, be fame 
bay that be was created Auguftus and Cmtperour , bee 
Wwasintituled Pater patriz : this ercellencie bnto nene, ct 
ther fince o2 before, was giuen bppon that vay. Bis wife 
{pas named Flauia Titiana, tno tobome likewife on the 
fame day that hewas inuefted Auguftus, fhe was intitules 
Augufta, be Cmperour Pertinax vid greatly traucll, 
fo allotwe all thinges that bis i020 Marcus Aurelius did 
fauour, to finith that which bee bad beqon, fo {ufteine that 
lobich bee had left, to repaire that twbhich be bad built ano 
‘to imitate all that which bee had pone : for bee faid, tt ras 
‘tmpofftble to erre.in following the fepps of the gad Mar- 
cus Aurelius. be fame being diuulgate thozougheut 
‘the Cmpire, howe Commodus {was dead, and Pertinax 
chofen Cmperour : the countries, cities, poouinces, and 
kingbomes, gave very large rewards onto the meflercers 
thereof, no letle fo2 the death of Commodus, then fo2 the 
| iy. glecttor 
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eledion of Pertinax, As hee had béene in fo long time in fo 
many prouinces, Beto2, Cenfor, Nuirite, Coil, Conful, 
2oconlul, ad Cenfor, Pertinax was one of the mofk fae 
mous Romanes in the Gmpire: thereof (ucceeded, that afz 
fer the Warbartans were aduertifed, that Pertinax was 
Cimperour of Rome, fuch as were rebelles, left thetrars 
sour, andfuch asbabdtaken truce, made peace, Perti- 
nax had a fonne, tubome the Romanes twould bane creae 
ted Auguitus, to the end hee hould {ucceede bint after bis 
bayes tn the Empire: which be could neuer ithe off,02 cone 
fent onte , fapitig: The Gods neuer graunt, that with the 
hope of the Empire, my fonne fhould be nourifhed vato 
viceand idlenefle, Commodushad laideintollerable tite 
poftes and tributes bpon bis people, which Pertinax come 
smaunded to be made fruftrate : affirming, that of the tuill 
of princes in charging their kingdomes with vniuft tri- 
butes, there faccedeth a wilful denial ofdue and moft iuft 
<. paiments. Jfalfe twitneffes hee commaunded to be punis 
«< Hed according bnto the lawe named, Pena del talton,that ts 
_, tofap,thep thould be erecuted by Zuftice, wherein they had 
, accufen others by malice. Pee ozdeyned that the teftament 
Which bad been made bp the hufband ¢€ wife fopntlp, might 
_ not be altered by the furuiuer. Alfo be pid ogdeyne , that 
_. any man dying inteftate , ould not fozfetf bis Landes 02 
_ Go2s Onto h fifcall , but that his fonne, o2 mo neere kinfs 
_, Man (hould inberite the fame:faping,there Were no reafort 
__ br inftlawe, Where the dead foz want of {peach Mould late 
_, bis qods. Lhe Senators on a day fatd bafo Pertinax, hot 
the Nuello2rs of the freafurie, and the officers of the fifcal, 
_ had murmured af bim, fo2 tie lato that be made in the fas 
_, wont fo2 the Dead inteltate, onto tybom bee aunfiveared: 
_, Fathers confcript, J may fafely fay,there ate not fo many 
__ that complain of this latwe,as there be that praife and a- 
., owe tii but F recke not tobetber the one doth ppatfe o2 the 
__ other miflike:but in my tubgement, if ts no inozke of Ro- 
manes, but the innétion of tyzants,of robberics,batberies € 
rapties,to fill the treafurie Wwitbriches, Be made a Coe 
May tha 
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that no ffcall thoutb fue anye perfor fo2 landes , 02 gades 
that were donbtfoll, faping : thatthe filcail ought fo res 
moue nothing that clearelp Were not big olune: aid that 
“in cafe-cfdoubt, moze (ure and moze conforamable bnto tus 
{tice Were it,fo remaine with bim that doth poffelfe it, tha 
with the fitcall that doth Demaundcit, be commaunted 
all things tuiufly taken by bis pzedecefour Commeodus, 
foberetoarcdbntotheowners. Chen the Srcretarte 
came to firme this lawe to be pacclatined , ane Pertinax 
reading the (ame, iwhercinit was aid: Wee.commmaunde 
-thatall thinges which our predeceflour Commodus hath 
robbed, tubich tv020 robbed, he blotted out with bis per, 
andenterlined this tvm2d gotten :faping , it is faffictent 
that the latue be in the fauour of the lining : without inius 
ring, with foule woogdes, Peinces thatke dead . Allthat 
Which was kuowen manifeltly to be Commodus debt,be 
contmaunded fo be paped, andall tehich be bad promifed 
fo be ginen: and befives all this, the wheat, ople,and other 
bings which particularly were bled tote qiuen and diuts 
Ded amongett the people of Rome,be caufed with great dts 
lisence fo be beought from all kingdomes, andin great as 
bundance and liberalitic commaunded tt fo be betfotved, 
Many bninlt tributs being take alway by Pertinax, there 
fucceeded a creat necellitie for the paiment andrelicfe of 
the armie of Africa: toberebyp be toas confirepnes fo erad 
nelu impofitions of bis common wealth, tebereuppon the 
Conful Gelianus foke occafton fo fap, that be bad dene cons 
fraryto that tebich be bad begon in the Cunpire,¢ agatnlé 
that tubich be bad faid tn the Senat:Pertinax aunfirering 
faid, Wiben 7 was Conful (as thou arf) Zz ord meraatie at 
the deedes ef princes, and notw that Jaman Cmpcrour, @ 
meruatle of that tubich pou Confuls do fpeake: thus much 
Gelianus 9 fay to this end, becaufe thou fhalt tnderfand, 
that E:nperours at times,make lawes as they ought,and at 
other times not as they would,butas they may. 
| D.itt, | 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


€ Ofmany thinges which hedid ordeine 
and refseine in the common 
wealth. 


| ere foas in Rome and tn the confines of Italic, much 
roughe ground fo2 cone, tobich being barren fo2 want 

of manuring, Pertinax commaunded peoclamation to bee 
n1ade, that if any man Would qrub,manure,o till p fame, 
hex fhould freely for tenne peares, take the p2ofite thereof, 
Uefore Pertinax bfen this diligence in Italie, frd Aegypt, 
Spaine, and Sicyl,they brought wheat fa furnith the fames 
foz which caufe Traiane did fe fo fay, that Rome was 
$102¢ tributarie then any place of the wo2ld ; fo2 that they 
could not cate, but ifit were giuen them from otber kings 

, bomes. Where were many particular thinges fatd fo be 
<< the Cmperours, namely, bills, beards, qardés, rivers,palas 
«, f¢8, andboules ; tobich be commaunded to be altered,nas 
., ming them bils,gardens and riners,not of the Cmperour, 
., but of the common iwealth , for bee affirmed, that on that 
_, bay, tn tobich any tobaffocuer, wasmade Cmperour, be 
., Mahé baue nofhing proper bnto hinfelfe:and fatd further, 
., thatif fois name Prince be well bnderitede,it giveth no o¢ 
., ther dignifte fo fhe perfon that oieth the fame,but toimake 
.. blin defender of the territozies of the countric, and procus 
_ rer of the comuion toealthe , Jn the dapes of bis p2edecels 

_ fours, they bad attempted new tinpofitions, that ts fo fay, 
th ports of the fea, af the ports of cittes, fo2 patlage of bigh 

” wapes.of karkes bpyon rivers, and for baking in ouens:al 

“ which were to the creat detriment of the common wealth, 

“ and the auncient libertic of Rome: fhe collection twbercof 
Pertinax from thence footh,commaunded fo ceafle. Being 
venraunded of the Conful Tortelius, why he made frafirat 
latwes fo poofifablc,aunfweared: becaufe without compas 
rifon much moze are the difpleatures which thep atue x 
then 
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then the money wobich they being me: and as mé& feemeth, a 
foe may not faye, that that monepis berie deanely that a 
comes imbeeived twith vifpleafures. Be commaunved We 
that in criminall cafes, offenvours Gould be verte tell @ 
bearde: and ifincafe any houlddye, fourtie papes fo be Ez 
erpired before be Honld (uffer. Fe twas a matter berype 
snonftuons and (candalous, that toas confined in evs 
pences, inthe bapes of Commodus: twherein Pertinax 
in {ncbe wife pronided , that they murmured no lede 
againtt him fo2 bis frugalitie, then again! Commodus ~ 
fo2 bis poodigalitie, Shep muche blame Pertinax , who ” 
fet befoze bis queftes whiche did eate at bis table, balfe 
pigges, and halfe cele: and many times fent too foppes *” 
bef wirt two plates fo2 a prefent, and fometime the legae ” 
ofa Phelant , ¢ at other fimes the ting ofacapon, and” 
referued alfoin fhe mozning fometobat fo be eaten at” 
night. Princes onght verie muche to confider, and alfo ” 
to auoyde,not to be noted miferable at their table ; for it 
is verie {mall that in fuch triflesmay befaued, and veric 
much that they giue vnto the multitude to murmur. 
Be many tines came foo2th onto thefielde of Mars , and 
there be canted the tobole armie fo erercife feates of twar, 
rewarding {uch as were induftrious , and reprebendinge 
fuch as tucre dull ans barteleffe. Where were many Ro- 
maines , and ofhersin the confines of Italic, whiche vit 
owe great {untmesof monep.. notonely onfo the fifcall, 
but alfo bntotbe treafurte, among twhonie, fome in times 
patt had beene bis friendes,and others that were in great 
neceflitie, he cOmannded both the one ¢ the other tobee 
Deliuered of the fifcall, (ice it twas due bnto him felfe,and 
made papement of their tohele debt that was due bnto fhe — 
freaturie. Amongelt other vertucs , the Cmperour Per- »s 
tinax of fwatne was muche noted and patted: twhiche is ,, 
fo tute, of clemencte and gratefulnefic : for that be twas ,, 
pitifull onto the afflicted, and thankfull tnto his friendes. ., 
Pertinax Hada fonne, tubome,after he wag Cmperour, ,, 
Helwould not permiftocometo the court,cither as much ,, 
49,0. ag 
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., a8 Onto Rome: but that be beldebim in bis countreyp , fot 
_, lowing bis owne affaires , and the prefite of bis otvne 
,, bonfe : tubercupport the Conful Fuluius Turbone faide 
_, Onto Pertinax, that he feemed rather the fone ofa lae 
., bourer, then ofan Cmperonr: be lift op bis eves fobeas 
_, uertand with a greate figh, faide : My mother Rome hath 
,, caufe to be contented, that I offer and put my lifeinpe- 
rill for her caufe, without venturing my fonne and houfe 
in like daunger. Wofk furely the faying fvas lamentable, 
,, and fhe i07e if is confidered , the moze profounde tt ts: 
” sobereby it appeareth, that be hele him felf fo; motte ts 
_ fortunate, to be eftablifhed inthe Cmptre: and that be 
” left his fonne in greatet felicitie, to be depatued of the 
” Empire. 

Glthough Pertinax frere olve and grauc, and {was 
placed in the height of the Cmpire , be altwayes bled 
greate bebanitie tovardesall men, infuche wife that no 
inan Did bim reucrence , tnto wheme be tid not tlicr 
fome courtefie: according to the qualitie sf the perfen. 

» Kiftie feruauntes in Rome in cne night and in one boure,; 
,, feive their maifters, for whome the Cmperovr caufed 
, foviligent fearche, that enely fue efcaped ; and the paine 
., that be commaunded they Mould fnffer, was, fo cartic the 
_ dead bodies bounde fait backe to backe, in fuche wile,that 
” the ftenche of thedead, vid finifbe the wretched tife of the 

~ lining. 
> 4n the fchoole there Pertinax finnied , a ecrteine 
Romaine named Valerius was there alfoa Tudent, and 
being allwapes incompanie, and of age net much tnlike, 
and continuing tn areate friendthip, dtd many times cate 
With Pertinax, Which during their repa® Were neuer 
bearve fo talke, but offcience, knighthad, repayzing of 
Rome, 02 elfe the refozmation of the commen trealth. 
At vid well appeare in Pertinax, that be toke the Cu 
pire again bis will: fo2 truely, neither tn bis dyet, et- 
ther inbis apparell, either in bis geflure 02 he 
cr 
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ther in any other thing , oid be bebaue bint (elfe ag are 
Cmperonr, in fuche wife, that be prefumed not tores 
prefent what hewas, but tubat he bad bane , Ye faide 
manic tints , that in this twozlde be neuer made the 
like fauite, as when be accepted the Campire : and many 
fintes nade motion fo leaue the fame, and to refurne 
puto bis boule: but that be div recomfort him felfe with 
this faving : that fo as muche as be was of fo greate 
age, be mighf not linelonge, but be delivered of bis tee 
pions life. 


CHAP.VIII, 


@ Of certeine vices wherewith he was 
infected , and of the pro- 
digies of his 
death. 


A® the Cmperonr Pertinax twas olde , fo fuas be chare 

ged with the infirmities of olde age: that isto faye, 
Wwith avarice , becaufe in gathering and keeping of mos 
nep be was beric diligent: audin giuing 02 {pending bez 
rie Dull and bntwilling. | 

Alfo he was noted tobe a man berte flerible in bis afs 
faires: thatis to faye, be was not Miffe, either greatly 
did bf{e therein any contradiction, but that which one did 
counfell him, another might eafilp perfuade the contras 
rye: the canufe tobereof twas bis good naturall inclinas 
fion, tobiche coulde not without griefe, bebolde any mar 
that was infogrotve, 
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Alto Pertinax twas noted, thathe neuer dented any 
thing that {vas demaunded, although many bis promites 
Wwere neuer perfourmed; foz, at mofte times be peomifen 
fo cine that which toas tmpotible fo be accomplithed. 
And becaufe the maieftie and greatenefle of Princes doth 
confiftto haue and pofleffe, Wheres# to giue: they ought 
much to beaduertifed in confideration, what is craued of 
them, and what they promife : for hauiug to do (as they 
haue) with fo manie, and to furnifhe fo infinite necefsi- 
ties sthey ought,iftheir fubiectes be vnfhamefaft in cra- 
uing, to be graue in promifing, Ioyntly with this,Prin- 
ces ought to be aduertifed, that where they haue once gas 
ged their royall worde, all things fet aparte, they ought 
to perfourme the fame, Pertinax iwas fiwife married, bis 
feconde marriage was with the daughter of Vulpitianus, 
Wwhonie be made prefecte whenbe was made Cmperour, 
As concerning the bucbalkitie of bis twife , alfo Pertinax 
Was noted : whicheisfotvete , of negligence in gouers 
ning, andremiffe in repeebending ber, for that truely thee 
{was both poung and faire , abfointe andoifictufe: andres 
po2tedin Rome,to be moze enamonred with a young Dur 
fician then with Pertinax ber olde bufbande. Aifo Pertis 
nax was much neted to baue bled dnlatufull love twith 
Cornificia bis nere kinfwoman , tobome be bad nourts 
Then from her chitohad: foz He was committe by her fas 
ther bnto bis protection: this matter tuas no leffe fcandas 
ious then foule and noleffe foule, then fcrandalous ; fo2 
that {uche like, and fo great cuill, teas not connentent to 
aman of fogreate age, cither permiflible ina P2ince of 
fo great granitic. Some prodigious and fraunge fignes 
appeared befoze bis death, efpecially onatime, offering 
certeine facrafices bnto the Ooddes Penates, that when 
the coales were motte kindled andon fire, foudeinly they 
fwere feene all dead and quenched: Lubiche did fignifte, that 
inthe greatett certeintie of bis life, foudeinly death Hheouls 


” affaile him. 


29 


Rot fire Daves befoze be was Maine as in the aes 
g \ 
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| of lupiter be twas offering great facrifices tity bis otnn ,, 
“bandes he offered a Wecocke, therein be found no bearte ,, 
twhenit was opened, andfoudeinelp the bead bantiheo, ,, 
fuben the theoate Wascutt. Ciabf dapes before be twas ,, 
‘flaine, a Starre topned with the Burne, anddio ine at ,, 
Hone Daves, as tfit banbeene midnight, he dapes bes ,, 
fore be was flaine, Pertinax dgeamed that be feil intoa ,, 
‘fitbepond: and that there was aman iwith anbuge knife ,, 
fo kili bint, and woulde haue fled and could not. lulianus ,, 


inbiche after fucceeded Pertinax ithe Canpire , bautng a 
| Mephetwe netwe married bit bis Mace , andbaning rez 
paired onto Pertinax fo vifite bint , Pertinax fatoe tuto 
fhe pourg married man sbe good, and I thall holdeand 
efteeme thee as my fonne: ferue thy vncle Inlianus asa 
father, becaufe he is my fellowein office and fucceflour, 
‘Dhephad bene topatty Confals, and affertwardes Luli- 
anusin fhe preconfuliiip was fuccefiour vnto Pertinax: 
and althoush be {pake if of the fucceffion of the proconfuls 
fhip, vet they conceined bis (peeche tobe a proguofiication 
of his fuccefionin the Cimpire, Je twas difcouered onto 
Pertinax, that the Confal Falconius deffred and alfo p20 
cured to fuceeede biminthe Cmpire, and fo that ende bad 
ftakena denife fo difpatche him of bis life, of tuhiche caie 
Pertinax gricuoufly complained bnfo the Senate : the 
frueth twebhereof being affertoaroes tryed and knowen, be 
3s inffantly infreates that Falconius might be pardoned; 
faving, be bad rather evtoll him felfe by bis clementcte, 
‘then boatke hin felfe of his vengeance : tvbereupon Fal- 
conius twas pardoned , leading bis life ever after in bis 
houfe : and fo2 that be bad beeneingreate honour, ayo as 
“mongeft the Romainesinuchecfkemed, but by thaf freaz 
‘fonbad lot bis credife, within felve daves, mere fozrowe 
mane an ende dnto bis life. 
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CHAP, IX. 


Of the occafion that the Pretorians tooke 
to murther him, 


$C officers that Commodus bfed fog bia ferutce tt 

court, as Chamberlaines, Secretaries , mailers of 
hontholve , clarkes ofthe kitchin, pogters , cokes , and 
fuch éther, Pertinax bad not chaunged, taping that 
chaunce bntil the dave of celebzation of the buyploing of 
Rome: fo2 be helve opinion , that befoze the curl Moulde 
be remoued, it were greate reafon, at leafure fo make es 
lection cf others that focreqwd . Ghat which Pertinax 
had thought to haue done in his boule, be determined allo 
toerecuteamongett the captaines of warres , and ofber 
officers of the common twealth, becaufe they tere fo abs 
folute in commaundina, and fo conectons in robbing, that 
if the painie tucre recompenced with the faul€, if had bene 
afmall matter ,fromenery one of thent to baue taken as 
way life. | 

WAbhen affaires of importaunce are deferred , the 
fecreat thereof ineurreth areate daunger : and fo2 this 
caufe, ag Pertinax deferred this matter from day to day, 
all officers fafpected tobat be troulde do fwith them , and 
therfore determined to difpatche him of bis life. Crtremes 
lp was Pertinax hated of the men of fwarre , and of the 
particular officers of the common wealth : which batren 
proceeded not of any tuff offerice, done by this god Prince, 
but for that be contented not that they fhould robbe ¢ co- 
mitte bile Deedes. Many times the wicked beare enuie 
vnto the good, not becaufe the vertuous fuffer them to 
do well, but for that they confent not vnto them todo 
euill: for fo peruerfe is ie malice of foie peruerfe per- 


fons, that they take more delight to do euil ynto a 
en 
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then to receive benefite vnto them felues, 

Tinto all the officers of the common Wealth, Pertinax 
coiminannded that they fhoulae entope inticrlp all fees 
and profites appertaining onto their offices : and Unto all 
the 2eto2rs, and foulviers of the twarres, be proutded 
their wages very tell paide them: and befides ail this be 
dealte not with then as With baffals , but the chieftcines 
he oiobonsur as beethen , and fo meaner perfones be 
fpake as bnto bis fonnes: but all this notwitifanding, 
they lived in greate paffion, and nolefle dilcontented : for 
that in times pat , their erfraogdinarie robberies were 
miuche moze ther their wages , But thus was the 
cate. 


Dn avaye, cerfeine W2ef028 of the armies did affemz ,, 
ble at adinner, twith other officers of the citie, as alfo ,, 
biuers feruttours of the courfe : andafter Chey badlars ,, 


gely eaten, and aboundanfip d2unken, thep beganne fo ., 
falke of the dapes of Commodus : tbat ts fo faye, bole , 
then they were at ltbertic, riche, and honoured : andnotv , 
fince Pertinax reigned, they were poze, capfines, and”. 
defaced + and that the fauite thereof coniifed moe in, 


theit tone cowaroile,then in any other perfon. And fure 4 


ther proceeding inthis matter , they conciuded to fpoile |, 
Pertinax of bis life, and to chook another Cmpercur of 


Rome at their liking , which Moulde renetwe the memo: . 


rie of their Lo2de Commodus, and biclate allactes that, 


Pertinax had confirmed: and that it was a move far” ‘J 


fer twaye fo bee gouerned by a teife young man Itke | 


Commodus , then by an olde dotyng fole , as Pettis” 2 


nax, 
Partely, fo2 that they bad their heades tronbled with © 


Dinke, and their Tomaches boate ttt) eating, but aboue © x 


allthe ref, furtouflp inflamed with talke , foudeinly | 
they rofe all from the bode , and cuery man gocth © 
bome tobe armed, with a determination to dpe in that ene 


ferptfe:c2, that fame daye fo oifpatche Perfinax of 
AU 


his life. 
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«  Gilthe people being at quiet, and Pertinax recheleffe 
« and Wityout reaarde, the poctoztans of the armies , with 
c a greate number of armed men, fome trapling their lane 
« £eS, and others with worves deaiven , marche bnto the 
cc imtperiall palace, where Pertinax was repofing: fo2 that 
« it mas but little moze then pafl none . And as they aps 
ce proched the houfe, they began to erctaime: the memorie 
« of Commodus liue for ever , and the falfe olde Pertinax 
« isbutdead, Gtlfuchas were poefeht tith Pertinaxtn 
« the palace, neither knetwe tubat todoe, and muche lefle 
<< What 6 counfell :fome faide Onto Pertinax that be Hould 
« fende foo fuccour onto the people : others, that be houloe 
« hide himntelfe tn Come fecrefe place: others , that be thulo 
« fiaht tutil bis friendes Moulde fende reliefe; finally , the 
« cafe conteined fo great confution , thathe tobiche feared 
« ieatt, div feare folofe bis life : becanfe all. thole deintte 
«< courtiers bad erceffe of garments to walkein the fretes, 
« but wanted armour to conte forth te fight, Jt femed dn- 
cc f0 Pertinax that to demaund fuccour, there thas no times 
c and to attempt fo fight, they toere fo felwe: fo put then 
« feluies to fliaht, there was no place: to trauetie to be bids 
< Den, there a creat blemifhe: the aad peinee determined fo 
« come forth € totalke with the Pretortans , tote tt with 
< Wwo2des He might apeate them. Andas afterwwardes they 
« reported twhich were pzefent with hinvin that great cone 
« flict, Pertinax bi wel difcouer the greatuete of bis mind, 
cc atid howe little he elteemed the Cmpire, and alfo , botwe 
<< Muche be lothen the banities of this twozlde , becanfe hee 
<< Neither Chetoed any apparance of feare, fo2 that be beard, 
«c bither chaunae of countenaunee, either was troubled tr 
« any thing that be bad to faye. Pertinax cated the gates 
< of bis court to be fet wide open , and came foorth of bis 
cc Chantber, hauing no manner of armeont 02 fweapon , and 
.< beaan fo reaton with them that did inuiton bint after this 

manner, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.X, 
_ Of anotable fpeach that the Empes 


rour Pertinax vfed , when his 
fouldiours came to kill 
him, 


[F this fo greate commotion, whiche this day ye 

haue raifed (O my friendes and commilitants ) 
befor that I feeme not woorthy of the Empire of 
Rome: yehaue to remember, that I neither ob- 
tained the fame by fuite or requeft, cither bought 
it for money , but that forceably ye made me 
totakeit, lof my parte imploying my forces to 
refift it. And ifit be, for that I hauehad no.regard 
vnto thecommon wealth, yee knowe howe ofte 
Thaue requefted to ceafe from gouernement,and 
to departe vnto my houfe: and fince this is mofte 
true, { knowe not to what end ye fhoulde remoue 
me perforce from that whiche I woulde haue lefte 
and remitted with greate good will. And if for 
that I hauc beene ingrate vnto my mother Rome, 
or haue vfed euill gouernement in the common 
wealth , ye will takeaway my life, then [cannot 
but confeffe:it to bea worke mott itift albeit there- 
by /fhoulde be purfued, not onely with paine and 
gtiefe,butalfo wath infamie: becaufe fuche a death 
yealdeth more paine and fhamé to defetue it,then 
to fuffer it . Andif ye thinke your felues dif- 
graced ,tohauea Prince that is not defcended of 
the Fabians,of the Metells , of the Fabritians ,Or 


Oi of 
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of fome other notable Romanes : in this cafe im- 
pute the fault vnto the Gods , whiche fo haue cre- 
ated me, and vnto your felues who with fuchcon- 
ditions woulde electe me Emperour: becaufein 
naturall matters-neither deferue we prayfe, fory 
we haue, either'reprehenfion,for that whiche wee 
lacke. It were more iuft (O my friendes and com- 
militants) in thiscafe-to haue refpecte, not tothe 
fhadowe and vanitie of linage,but vnto the vertue 
& grauitie of the perfO:for 1t ftretcheth ynto {malt 
purpofe in good gouernemente, tobe defcended: 
of generous bloude ,and to bee of filthy life. And 
if ye haue been altered, for wante of pay of wages, 
for the whole or in parte,prefently giue me to. vn- 
derftande, and I {weare and promife,that prefent-. 
ly eerie man fhall entirelie, be paide: whicheif it 
befo, Iam vtterly without faulte.: .fince vntill 
this prefent I neuct hearde thereof, And feeing 
ye be gentlemen of greate power, and Romanes 
of noblebloud , ye haue to confider in.this cafe, 
that according vnto our lawes , innecencieand ig- 
norance of the fault mitigateth. & diminifheth the 
extremitie of punifhmét. And ifin cafe ye be efca- 
dalized for y ye fee mee rigorous, hard ,& extreme, 
& y [am fo reputed amongft the people: as {mall 
reafon haue ye in this cafe, as inthe reft, becaufe: 
vaiuerfaly they craue that iuftice be done,and yet 
they abhorre y execution.thereof.And if ye would. 
Blame me for the death of Commodus my ptede- 
ceflour ,and your Lorde : ye hauc feene by.expes 
rience howe muche J am blameleffe, and thatvn» 
to mee,more then to anie man,his death was grie- 
uous: and thatthis is true, call to your remem- 


brance 
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brancé the'day on which Commodus was flaine:° 
wherein I fawe you finge for toy’: andof gteate ’ 
griefe ye fawe me to weepe. You Romaines,you 
may not denie mee , but that the death of Com- 
todus was of youall defired , and my ele€tion of 
youallalowed: and fince it was fo , ] maruell that 
men of fo'greate authoritie and ¢rauitie, fhould in 
uente fo ftraungea noueltie as this.that is to fay ,in 
fo fhorte {pace, to hate that whiche ye procured : 
and to haue an appetite to that which ye loathed. 
I (weare by the immortall Gods , I knowe'not of 
anie vile deede which J hauedon againft the com- 
mon wealthe , whetefore ye fhould abhorre mee: 
neither knowe I anie thinge that Commodus hath 
done fince'hee died, wherefore ye fhoulde loue and 
defire him : for if wefighe'for the dead , it 1s not 
for their deedes done, after that they died: but for 
the good woorkes whichethey perfourmed when 
they were liuinge -If for no other caufe then to 
takeaway my life,ye haueioyned and armed all 
thefe men of warre: certeinlic itisa thinge fuper- 
fluous and vaine , in as much as I am both ficke 8 
olde , and with the burthen of the Empire fo 
muche difcontented , and with my life fo muche 
difpleafed,I efteeme little to liue,and much leffe to 
die, °°." , cS 

It grieueth menot fo muche tolofe my life , as 
it doth of the flaunderand infamie whiche ye lay 
vpon our mother Rome: whiche is to fay, that the 
Romans which haue bene renowned for their loy- 
altie towardes theirprinces ,fhoulde haue reporte 
throughout the worlde,to haue flaine their Empe- 


sour, 
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Ye knowe that ye beeing (as ye are) men of 
warte ,and to no.other end efo well payed. and re- 
lieued of y tibute,but to chaftice fucheas rebell in 
the common wealth, and to defende the houfe and 
the imperiall perfone of your prince: and fince it 
is thus,what may be more vnfeemlie, impertinent, 
and {candalous, then fuche as beadmitted for my. 
guarde and fafetie , that they and no other fhould 
come to take away my life . And for as muche 
as yebe men of warre, yeare bounde to. obferue 
the lawes there of: thatis to.fay ,cuen in the warrs. 
of enimies , yee may-not, or ought not to kill chil- 
dren or olde men: and fince I am.an oldeman,and 
acitizen of Rome, wherefore will yee do with 
mee, that which yee will not.do-with an epimies 
In thefe,wordes whiche yehaue faide, in the dif 
order whiche ye haue yvfed ,and in the houre wher- 
in ye haue vndertaken this matter, ic clearely appea- 
seth that to enterprifefo greate a matter, yehaue 
notyf{ed greate prouidence: for if ye had confide- 
red and-cxamined' the, matter , ye fhoulde mofte 
cettainliehane, founde, that in your determinati- 
onto kill mee, there is no other fruite gathered, 
but to raife in your mother Romea greate {candal, 
and to thrufte your felues in great-daunger. And 
fiace one fhall inherite the Empire; and not all : 
with what folly are you taken ( ye Romaines ) for 
yeal to hazarde and lofe your felues for one mans. 
gaine ,and yet knowe not, if afterwardes that one 
man fhall.be gratefull or vnthankefull., I may. not 
flze that whiche the deftinies haue ordayned,ei- 
ther what ye haue determined : but in cafe- 


this: 
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this be my laft day, and my fatall houre be come: I 

ray the immortall Godes , that the innocent bloude 
whiche fhal be fhead of me,that the vengeance there- 
of fallnot vpon my mother Rome : but that cuc- 
rie one of you doe feele it in his perfon and his 
houfe. : 


When Pertinax came fo the pointe ,fo tpeake thefe 
{woo2de8, fo2 the mofte parte al that tuere prefente let fall ” 
feares from their eyes , and beganne todeparte, turning ” 
thetr backes, and boloing Downe their weapons: becaule ” 
they bad qreate (hame, to offende and fo ante reverence ” 
bnto fo honourable hozte hatres,and fo fwozdes fo fuel {por ” 
ken. Be that moffe bilelte bad {poken againf Pertinax, ” 
¢ be that mofk bad moned p nten of ivarre, was one named ” 
Tuncius of § countrie of Theutonio: this t2efched cays ” 
tiue tobe be fawe that al men returned, and bad renouns ” 
ced fo kill Pertinax, be thon alauce thoouch the midek ” 
of bis bodie : with twbhiche twounde , Pertinax fell fo the ” 
earth, and therebpon gaue bim other twoundes wberof he » 
p2clentlicdyed, Oreate lozrowe was it bntothe people » 
of Rome, toben they bnderffone that Pertinax was dead, » 
and haning reigned but fourtene moneths € rv.vapes, be » 
p2ofites moze fhe commontoealth, thé others in fourtene » 
peares.2be trayfour Tuncius tvas not citented to bane » 
‘flaine Pertinax, but be alfo and bis companions fozgotte » 
not fo cute off bis head, fo fire it on a lance, and tobeare » 
if fheough fhe ftreets of Rome , Pertinax died the fifte » 
bape of Apzil Falconius ¢ Clarus being Confuls, his head » 
iwas th2olwne of his cnimtesinto Tiber , his bodie buric- » 
ed by bis friends and kinffolkes in the fepulchae of bis fa- » 
ther tn latve, af that pefent without anie funerall pomp, » 


becaule they Metwe all perions that vttercd fozrowe 02 » 
gricfe fo3 bis death. } 


ineottig THE 
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T kel ife of the Emperour Iulianus, that 


bought the Empire , compiled b 
fyr Aathets of Guevara, Bifhop o[Mondon- 


nedo, preacher chronicler, coun 
feller vnto the Empero ur 


Charles the fifte. 


CHAP.I 


Of the life,tinage,and countrie of theEmpe- 


rour Jufianus, 


We Cmyperour Didi? Iulian?; hab fo bis 
x —\ great granunbdfatber a Romaine named 
O50 ce ali Salianus, toho Wasa learned latoyer, 
EW Re um tiwife Conful , Pzetour of the citie,and 
7 off Died in the fecad peare of the reigne and 

[i 2° 7. Empire of Nero : and they fap, be died 
ms Ut of pure fozrotwe , to fe the comsion 
wealth in the bandes of (o furious a fps 


rant, as Nero: 
is graundfather tas mamed Salbius Tulianus, tobe 
gauc him felfe moze fo armes , then toletters:and went 
bnto the warres of Datia with Traiane, and twas captaine 
of the feconde Legion, and longe time diutder of the trcfuz 
alls, andin the ende dyed in bis office, that ts to fap.in the 
warresacgaint kinge Dacus . Bis father was named Dis 
dius Petronius , who neither gaue binrfelfe to (cience, cts 
ther folowea the tuarrs as bis ppedeceffours, but was res 
finente and lined alwayes in Rome,folowing bis affaires, 
and bolottae offices in fhe common toealth ; bee “ att 
| atlares 


affured frienve onto Antoninus Pius, and dyed in fhe Gm 
pire of fhe good Marcus Aurclius.is mother was named 
Clara Emilia, a generous and noble Romaine, a gteate 
friende and kinfivoman of Domitia Lucilla, that twas 
snother onto Marcus Aurelius : fo did fhe intreate and fas 
our bint as a fonne,and be div obey ber as a mother. he 
firff office Chat Didius Iulianus did beare in the common 
wealth , was Decembiriato, tobich ts fo weete, fo be one 
of ther. bvifitours of p people:and though be wanted age to 
bfe it, vet be wanted not fauour fo obfeine if, becaufe Doz 
mitia, mother bnto Marcus Aurelius,did crave this office 
fo2 bimin the Denate. be twas alfo Rucito2 tuo peares 
together, which office be beloe againi& the Romane lawes, 
foo that be was onder the age of rrv, ypeares: butas bee 
obtained the office of Decembiriato by the ute of fhe mo- 
ther, fo Bid thep-araunte the other, by thefaucur of the 
fontie, tubich is fo weete Marcus Aurelius, And affer that 
Didius Iulianus twas patt the age of thirtie peares, be ne- 
uer iwanted offices in the common tucalth : for dntill that 
age, p Romanes had rather that pongemen fhoulde occts 
pic them felues in learning, then in commaunding and 
gouernement, 

“Julianus was Coil ,2efo2, and Cenfoz diverfe times, 
Diners peares , and at times muche diane: but the office 
Wherein be continued longef time , was Romane Be 
fo2: becaufe be badlearaing to qonerne, and iullice fo ers 
ecute . e was naturallic ginen to the warres, and with 
this motion be went one time info Germanie, twhere hee 
neither obtained fame, either augmented bis goods : fo2 
that certeinely be was moze handfonre in qouernentente, 
then barbie tn fight. sia 

He gouerned by the {pace of thzce peares, the prouince 
of Belgica , tohiche notvcis named Swetia, in which go- 
uernentent, be bebaued him felfe fo benturouiie, § be obs 
Ecined what he had Loft in the warre, which is tofay, much 
reputation in the common wealth, and greate gades fo2 


bis poule. 
Dr iit, an 
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An he feconde yeare of the Empire of Marcus Aurelius, 
fhe tnhabitantes necre tnto the riuer Albo ( whiche isin 
the kingbomic of Bohemia) rebelled, bnfo iobich commoti- 
en Didius Iulianus repay2ed: andas bee teas humble of 
fpeacive, Cktlful and aduifea tn bis affaires , fo in (hot {pace 
he rebuced them bnito p feruice of the Romaine Empire. 
UUben the Senate bad intelligence tobat Iulianus had 
voncin Bohemia , the Cmperoure thoughte him felfe 
therein vette wellferved, and the Senate nolefle con- 

ented: chicflie, for that fo eractlie bee bad perfourmed 
the fame, twithout requeffe 02 commaundemente ; and 
in recempence of this o fingular a feruice , they fent bim 
the Confulthipe , without bis requefte, 02 anie other to 
folicite thefame. ben the newes of Confulhhipe came 
tuto lulianus, they faye that be fate : l{weare by theim- 
mortall Godes , that Ineither folicited the Confulthip, 
either thought to haue obteined thefame:butherein it 
clearelie appeareth, that the good dothe more folicite 
with his good woorkes, then the euill with his manie 
cuiles, 
After behad accomplithed the peare of Confulthipe , hee 
was fent onto p lover Germanic as 3B2ef02, which couns 
trie is nowe called Flanders, where be remained two 
pears: ¢ fr théce returned to Rome, where be had charae 
of victuals, twobich office amonatt the Romaines tyag moe 
pofitable, then honourable, Zhe Cmperour Marcus Au- 
relius being deade , his forme Commodus reigning in the 
Cpire , lulianus twas accufed fo2 a traitour, fo2 that be, 
and Siluius bis coufen , bad confpired to baue faine Com- 
modus ; bis accufer tuas anoble gentleman of Rome nas 
web Seucrus ; but for that be might not prone bis accufa- 
tion, thep cut off bis beade , and (et Iulianus at lbertic. 
At one time lulianus twas infauour with Commodus, ¢ 
another tine in dtf{grace: but after that he was accufed 
of confptracte , he dtd allfvapes beate hint moptall hatred: 
and tuben be bnderffmde this in Commodus, bothin 
Wwozde and Bede, mofke thes he kept bis boule and 
treuled 
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ercufed bin felfe from the offices of the common tvealth, 
Lulianus twas a lawyer, and inletters motte learned : of ., 
Wwhonie it is fatd, that fetwe di2 furpatle him tu (cience, and ., 
none was equall onto bins ti cloquence : fo2 bee did Neuer ., 
pleane anie caufe in the Senate, but he obteined the victos ,, 
rie, He was prompt tn Cpeache , (harpe tn popounding, ., 
and graue in determination , of ftature fomewhat lowe,of , 
fanguine complerton , and in bis pouth beganne fo be hos ,, 
rebeaded: of home inthis cafe if may be faide, that bee ,. 
was a montter tnnatare: fo2 that be bad neuer a twohite ,, 
batre tnbts bearde, either ante blacke baire in bis beade, ,, 
Dis wife was named Malia Efcantilia, and had but one ., 
Daughter named Didia Clara. Zn this alfo as in the other, ,, 
nature Wwoulde be erfreme: becaule the mother twas the ,, 
motte foule tpoman that had bene feene in Rome, and fhe ,, 
pauchter tas the fairelk ame, that euer twas feenein Is ,, 
talie. FE 
As Lulianus hadgouerned manic countries, had the 
charge of victuales,¢ twas chiefelt aduocate in laive inal 
Rome, (9 be obfeined the poffeftion of manie tuells , and 
the bw2ding sp of greate fummies of money: fo2 tohiche 
caule, all the princtpall Rothaines fought fo ve bis fonnces 
{nlawe ; partelie fontarrie with the panghter that twas 
{o faire, as alfo to inverife the goods tbat twere fo qreatfe. 
Tulianus twas flender , d2i¢e , and folvards bis later dDapes 
be {vas arotone fo be cholerik aduil,be neuer d2ank twine, 
and therefoze did cate muche: and pet notivithfanding, 
he Was fo curious and (o cofflie in bis manner to dainke 
Water , that with lee colt be might bane duncke wine. 
Weince nowe grotune olde,and rich, and bauing but ene 
daughter Wwbiche alfo was married, Iulianus gaue bin 
felfe to line tnitop and pleafure, that ts to fap , vofed not 
but tofolace alongi the riucrs , fo baunte places freques 
fed with people, to recreate With friends, to talke of times 
patte, to fecke erquifite and delicate meates, and aliwayes 
fo haue netw queffes: tn fuch wife , that bee oid flte cache 
thinge, that was difpleafante ;and dinand procured what 
Nb, focucr 
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fo ener might yealde pleafure . fulianusfonge time perfes 
vered in Rome in thts manner of life, according to which 
life, be hab neither faithfull fricndes , 02 feared and cruell 
enintics , becanfe ifanie did loue bim, it twas foz that bee 
gaue them fome of bis money : and ifothers din hate bim, 
it twas becaufe they receiued no parte of bis riches, 


op ip 9 ee en hs. 


Howe the Empire of Rome was fet to fale, 
and alfo foulde by proclama- 
tion. 


© the inftante that § zefortan bandes had laine the 
GEmperour Pertinax , they aduifed to toyne in one, to 
fease the watles ,fotake the gatesof Rome , and that 
With an armed power : partelic foz that the people fhould 
not rife again® them,as alfo to chafe an @mperour at 
their owne liking. Altbouah the common people bebelde 
the imperiall palace befette, pet they did not thinke that 
they wouldve haue daine the Emperour : becante the fame 
went amonatt thent, that Pertinax twas come fo2th,and 
that twith milde too2des he had infreated then: but as if 
after chaunced , though the greate troupes were retp2cd, 
Pertinax was flaine by the fewer number. (abe p death 
of Dertinax inas notified bnto the comms people,al Rome 
{was readic in armour , Werie greate was the confufion 
Wwhiche was that Day in Rome , both of theone parte, 
to fee Pertinax Maine, and alfo fo2 that ) armie twas bent 
againt the people, and euerie houte redte faiopnes kill 
eache other , but that they knetwe not agathite tobome to 
fight: becaufe the people woulde haue taken Denqeaunce 
of the fraitours that bad Maine the Cmperour , but thear- 
mie Wwoulde not deliner them: in Cuche wile, that are 
ete 
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qwere allfaultte in that facte,the one inthe acte , (he ether 
. fo2 content. ? 
he mofke poincipall of the Senate, mante matrones 
of Rome, nioffe wealthy perfons, and {uch as louct peace 
ann quietuefle , after that they fate the twalles befette, 
the tolvers taken, the aates lockt, and the freetes fopte 
through ont al Rome, they departed onto their inberitans 
ces, ntill thep miahe fee the conclufion of that fo perilous 
¢ (candalous a tumulfe ; fo2 they bad bad erperience, that 
nontan might be fafe in bis boule, ontill there woere anew 
Cmperour ;and that the election of bint, Houlde be confe- 
crated with the bandes of mante perfons . Lhe P2etozian 
bandes bebholding the motte parte of fhe people fo be fied, 
and none lefte that burfte reuenae the death of Pertinax, 
02 refifte their attempfs:thep loft al feare,and recoucred a 
newe courage, notto amende the fault whiche they bad 
committed, but fogiue and fell the Romane Cmpire.Lhe 
cafe was thus , thata man af armes mounted bpon the 
wall at the gate Salaria, whoin the name of the whole 
arntie made proclamation, and (aide {ith aloude boice: 
Is there anie man that will giue more for the Empire of 
Rome? isthere anie man that will feta price? for vnto 
himthat will giuemoft money, we will giue it for his 
owne, Mf all the iniuries , difgraces , and calamities,that 
tie Frenchmen, the Asfyrians,the Hunnes, the Gothes € 
the Lombards dtd bute Rome, none twas equal bnto this, 
which is to fay.to fet the greafnete ana maieftie of Rome 
in open fale. Jt was qreate gricfe toler it, and alfo prelet- 
lic to twritett , tof and beare proclamation, who iwill 
giue money fo the Empire of Rome: outa tybome a foze 
time the whole wozlde bad aiuen tribute, By thts fo 
notable erantple, princes and mighfie Potentates are 
fo be admonifhed, what greate mutabilitie is conteined in 
thinges of this worlde ,fince the fame perfons, that had 
feene Rome the ladie of fo manie and greate kingdames, 
did alfo fee her, folde, proclamed, and bought for mo- 


ney, 
Al 
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Al the centlemen, auncient Romanes,and Senatours, 
coulde not fill 02 fatiffie them (clues with weeping, toben 
they bebeloe and bearde the peoclamations made out at 
Wwindsives:and that which dtd moze grieve them, twas the 
greateinfamic tobiche alltvapes fhoulde folloye Rome, 
in that (hee was fet to fale ;andof fhe Daunger alfo of fhe 
conmnon twealth, which tuas fo be bought of fome tp2ante. 
ELhofle that woulde haue bought the Cmpire, bad no mo- 
ney , for that Commodus had ouerbiewed and ranfackt 
their fore: and thofe thaf coulde baue bought, of areate 
gticfe and no Iefie fhame, woulde not deale therein; fo2 in 
refpect of the tnturie that they thould hane committed dite 
to their mofber Rome, if might not be fatde, that thep 
bought it for money, but foloeif bnfo fome enimic. yn 
conclufion the feqntozie of Rome , and the greatneffe and 
maiettic of p Cmpire,paffed in publique proclamations, 
by the {pace of thee dapes, in tubiche no man woulde 
buye tt, 02 {ettc it in pice: in fo muche as the Peeto2tans 
were defpitedthat no man twould give ntioney, andthe 
conmmon people in greate fadnefle that they woulde fell it, 
Whe fourth vay after Pertinax twas flaine, as Didius Tus 
lianus was atfupper with greate pleafure.and talking 
howe fhe Empire continues in peoclamations, bis wife, 
Dauagbter,and fonne in lawwe perfuading bim toadueture 
fobuy it fince the P2etorIans were grotone fo fo great 
Wwante of (hame as fo fell if "Tulianus confideringe of the 
one parte tobat Was faide by proclamation, and on the o- 
ther parte,tobat bis friendes did perfuade him, left bis 
eatina,catt potone bis beade,and gaue bim felfe profound- 
lie fo confider of the matter, tubtche ts fo tucete, Iobetber 
if were fimplicitie to leaue, 02 bilanie with money to buy 
the comunon wealth . 

Iulianus being verte penfatine with him felfe, andindes 
termined, bis wife , Daughter, and kinffolke , pet againe 
replied, faying , that tf was not nolwe finte fo blinde bint 
felfe with fudie, but to profite bim felfe by bis money: and 
that alfo be bad fo confiver , that it were lefle cull to as 
the 
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the Canpire with bis olne proper money, the as other, 
to obfeine the fame by loffe of mens lives: and that be 
thouloe not care fo Deferre the euente by delapes, fince 
the Peeto2rians grewe difpleafed,and proclamations to 
be cut of. As lulianus naturallp tuas proude, founde 
Him felfe riche , and alfo impoztunated by bis friendes, 
be determined tobuy the Empire : and fo2 the purpofe » 
prefently gocth to the fote of the twall,and crieth out 
bite the watch that twas thereon , faying: fo2 bloud, 
ye knotwe me to be defcended of noble Romanes, and ttt’ 
riches moft tuealthy : and that be wwouldegiue thems : 
muche money for the Cmpire,that they fhoulde be aba- - 
{hen fo f& if, and ty2ed fo tell it. Zhe Conful Sulpi- 
tius , father inlatwe onto the Cmperour Pertinax, in 
fecrete did folicite the eetozians to giue him the Cm-.: 
pire, not fotheende be twoulde buypit, but that they 

fhoulve electe him: but the Wetogians although they 
fatoc that be was anoble Romane, andnot bniwo2thy, 

bit berie conucnient for the Empire, they ourfe not 

put them felues into bis bandes , doubting that be 
afterivardes remembeing the death of bis fonne Perti- 

nax, twoulderecute onthem fome rigozous reucnace 

ment , Sulpitiusivas aman wife andfapient , repofed, 

and auncient : toith the good twil of the Senate, and re- 

queft ofthe prople,tobimand no other woulde they: 
haue giuenthe Empire : and poubflefe had if not bene: 
for the aliauntce tobich be bad With Pertinax, tobo was: 
bis forme inlawe, they woulde rather bane atuen tt 

him franckely for nothinge , then baue (olde tf onto the 

other fo2 money. She }2eto2ians being muche delpt, 

ted, that thep might not receitue moncy fo2 the Empire; 

fince foure ayes thep bad proclamed fhe fale. thereof, 
and tole finding Lulianus at the foote of the twall, who 
had offered money fo2 p Empire, they put nolone a lads 
per,and foke him by bnto them. Mowe, when Lulianus: 
fatuc him felfe in grace With  Pretozians., and p P+ 
tozians bauing bin in their bandes , they demaunded 
moe 
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moze then be poffeffed ,and bee did offer moze then hee 
had. Whe cafe was thus : that they wrth bint, and be 
{with them , did capitulate titi. thinges, whereof none 
7toas to the honour of Rome, ¢ much leffe to the profite 
of the common twealth . Wbeir firlle capitulation was, 
,, that be fhould give them pzefently 300000. fertercies: 
,, the fecond was , that be fhoulte neither renenge the 
"’ peath, 02 (uftaine the fame of the Gmperour Pertinax: 
” the third twas, that be fhould erect p picture , € renewe 
” the memozie of Commodus: the fourth twas, that frees 
” tie they might do, bnver bis Cmpire, as they bad done 
” in the Dapes of Commodus :infuch toife , that lulianus 
” nin not onelic buy the Empire for money , but alfo 
” caue themlicence toliue wickedlic. Lhis donne and 
concluded, the euent of the Empire was opt in lus 
lianus , the 2etozians receiuing him in the mids and 
attending him throughout all the citie, publithinge 
with loude boices , Long life beeuer vntothe Empe- 
rour Iulianus , Commodus alwayes Auguftus . Iulia- 
nus would take that ouername of Commodus, fo do thé 
pleafure that bad fould bim the Cmpire: tobe in their 
nourture iuere b2ed bp Commodus, ¢ int their mans 
ners arid bices as bis ofone natural childzen, 


CHAP. III. 


Of the greatand mortall hatred which the 
Romiaines did beare vnto Julianus, for 


buying the Empire, . 


[ulianus being created Emperonr , bis fir act was, fo 
offer brito } gods fiptuous facrifices:being(as it twas) 
the cufteme of all netwe Romane Emperours, prefents 
Ive be fent unto bis (reafuric fo2 money, topay them of 
whom be bad bought the Cmpire. Ft was a monfiruons 
matter fo fee } tuels that be baenght fozth,¢ the diuerfis 
tic of money which be had: the caule theref sali: he 
ap 
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pad bene a qouernour in diverie kingdomes , and front 
them al, bzcugbt no fmall fumes of their cope. Jucontt- 
net atter Zulianus obtained the Cmpire, be brought bis ” 
Wife aud daughter buto p court, whoe toke Dpon thentp » 
names of Auguftaes, ¢ began fo be (erued, nofas Cn ” 
p2effes but as Ooddelles ‘becaufe in their fatelineile ¢ ” 
prefumiption, they fought rather to be adozed then fer-.» 
ued. Whe Conful Sulpitiusat the houre in tobich he bus » 
perttove that Iulianus had bought the Cmpire, departed 
onto a certeine boufe that be had in the countric,gtuing 
his office Onto Cornelius Repentinus bis fonne tn lawe, 
twho(as they fay)vid much refemble Commodus, names 
ly,in difpofition of perfor, and corruption of manners, 
lulianus gaue bnto the army moff ateat thanks,not on- 
ly fo2 that they bad giuen bim the Cmpire, but alfo bes 
caufe they habdintitulet bis {wife ¢ baughter Aug uftaes 
and without bis requett alfo,had given bim the name of 
Pater Patriz father of § cofitric: which title twas f mof 
famous} 6 Romans gaue onto their Cmperours.Dn p 
other vay after be tvas intituled Pater patria, early tt 
the mozning they founnde thele Latine letters Ww2itter 
ppd bis gates: P.V.E.Plcaving in this fenfe,Proditor, 
Venditor,Emptor,Patriz:and thus meant in engltth: 
thou art the traytof,the feller, & buyer ofthy country, 
Tnquenchable was the fury ¢ hatred p the whole peos * 
ple conceived againff Tulianus, only for She bad bought ” 
the Empire, which ranco2 and batred theycouloe not ” 
fo couer within their baeaftes, but that they publifhed ” 
if with their tounges,and thewed if with their bandes: » 
for on the firft day that be came forth info Rome, thep » 
not onelp blafphemed him in the frefes,but alfofrom » 
their windowes thzetwe tones at him: netther pid they »» 
Dine, (uppe , 02 Wwalke i: Rome, 02 imal Italic, but ale 
Wwaypes their talke luasof } treafon tobich the Wetorte 
ans hadcomunttted infeiling the Cutpire, ¢ the qreate - 
mifchiefe that Iulianus hap done in buying the fame, 
Che Denate going to the highe Capitol, to bifitethe 
| neue 
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» nelve Chinperour, reGiftance twas made againtt them : 
» Wwhich tvas not done with armed people, but by boyes 
» in the ftreetes hurling ffones at them,and the women 
» from their windotves did curfe them : which being cons 
fiocred by the Senate, they aduifed fo2 that time.to re- 
turne to their boufes , no leffe offended, then feared. at 
men bewapled the cafe with manie teares, and offered 
bnto their Goos many facrifices,bumblp praying that i€ 
might pleafe thent, (hoztlie to fake atway the life of ue 
lianus ,g fo erecufe crucl bengeance on p murderers of 
Pertinax. Dna certatne time the Circen playes beeing 
” prepared, and the feate empertall placed atoft bpon the 
> Theater, when the Emperour lulianus houlde baue 
» fet, certaine of p people rafhly not onlp dtd remoue if, 
> but alfo did baeake itin peeces sand be ashe twas wile 
> andaduifed did feletEasaman, and did diffemble if 
» ag one that Wwas difcrete. Welles that twbiche they apd 
> inbis abfence, they defpifed bint in bis peefence :and be 
» happened manic times fo heare with bis otone eares, 
> inozdes not alittle ouertbivarte and iniurions: but be 
> thas (ofubtile in that tubiche be faive , and no leffe oif- 
» fembling in that tobiche be hearbde, that all the tnturies 
» iphiche they faide o2 did, either be toke them in ieffe, o2 
> nip counterfete, not fo heare them. sratarally lulianus 
qwas a prince of greate bzbanitic , that ts to fay,courtes 
ous, affable, grations, and pleafaunf,and did honoure € 
reverence cuerp man according fo the merit of bis pers 
fon ¢ the cftate iwbich be beld : pet notiuithfanving , be 
_ goulo neither cet frinds,citber apeafe enimics. Peither 
» Catiline with bis tpzannies, either Silla whis fevitios, 
» either Nero with bis crucities , either Commodus we 
» his vices, were not dniuerfallie fo muche hatedin the 
» Romane Empire, as Didius Iulianus:and therr batrep 
» {pag foertreme, that they that their eyes, becanfe thep 
. woulde not bebolde bim : and Did ablaine fo murmur 
» at him, becaufe they woulde not name bin , Taber 
» thep fae bis bootie patle the Kretes tebere on bee 
| tid 
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nip ofe forive, generally they twouls praye bitfo he Dons ” 
ehat be mitabe traile bint: 02 if thep bad fence bis meites » 
carried , hep did Wie if might choke him : finally, they ~ 


nia all abjoore bis life, € Wwithed bis death, Inlianus his 


eninites boutes antong the peeple. that onthe Daye, tober 
fhe Wetorians had flaine Pertinax,he hab made a genes 
rong and curious banket, wherein be gave fo cate copiers 
af the Adriatike Seas, Capons of Capua, twine of Crecte, 
and water of Cantabria rbut aboue all, bad Mulicke and 
nauneeing after dinner. thers aide, tt was mot falic, 
aut on that day be kepé bis houfe, andof pure fogrowe to 
fee Pertinax Maine, id not cate, Ontil hep bad given ates 
pulture onto the dead bodice, Wozeoner they lave, that als 
though Lulianus twas gladfome, pleafant,and alfo birious, 
vet be vid not evceede in evtraczdinarie erpences,and that 
if was Onlikelp and allfoimpoflible , for bin fo baue nade 
fo fumpfuous a banket : fo2 if tvas many times noe 
forious onto al me, be did cate in bis boule no other fle 
by the (pace ofits. Daves, but om Bare, iwbiche tae tent 
bint. He was (uch a miter fo (pend, ¢ fo befirous to 0020 
and lay bp money, p had if not bene fo2 fome napes of fa 
crifices, 02 bis bipen quefts,not a mogicl of Meth tas cae 
fei ttt bis bonfe:but ory fed of bis proutfion from bis gar- 


pen. Many evil cuffomes that Pertinax had remoucn 


from the common wealth, bouahtinby Commodus , be 
confented p the Wefortans ¢ other bictous perfons ould 
bfe thens ; not that be delighted therein , bul torecouer 
them fo be bis friendes. At all times wen falke was mos 
ned of his peedecefour Pertinax, be wouls fay neither gad 
s1o2 evil, but that either be changed into fome ofher ntate 
fer,o2 elfe by difimulation would (eeime not to beare, cind 
being Demanded, why be dio neither alotwe o2 condemne 
that tobtch tuas faide of Pertinax tu his pretence: He aunts 
{ineres, of the one parte Pertinax waste holy, that there 
iwas notin kinte be reprebended: and of the other parte, 
he was fo batedofp pretozians, that he Durie not tithete 
pretence giue him bis due conmmendation, 

1.t. CHAP. 
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CHAP.IIIT 


© Of two Romaine Capteines named Seuerus and 
Peffeniusthat rebelled againft 
the Emperour luli- 
anus. 


Ar the time that Iulianus bought the empire of Rome, 
there was a 12002 of the armiesin Aflyria , named 
Peflenins Niger : tobe although be was infertour bute 
Tulianus in tocalth, pet in verfuebe exceeded Tulianus + 
this Peflenius was aman, aroffe, rough, and of create 
rotirage, and naturally yas moze happie tn marttall afs 
fatres, then foztunate in the gouctnement of the common 
Wweaith: all Mhich proceeded, for thatin periles be was 
not daunfed foith feare, and in travels bad no patience, 
At the firft letters that Peflenius receined from Iulianus, 
they fape, be aunfivere®:; the Romane Empire, doth not 
bfe tofuffer it (elfe fo be qoucrned by fo eutla man, asis 
Tulianus? toberefo2e , tf this commannoement be onclp 
front the Emperour, % obey if: but ifit be Iulianus conw 
natindement, J appealefromit: toberupon tt follotoed, 
that from thenceforth, oben anp conimaundentent was 
fent vnto Peflenius from Rome, Iuliauus name twas not 
in the firnte theresf , buf onely fuperferibed with the 
Cmperour of Rome, After this matter twas difconered, 
in Rome, they latte creat wagers, which was mow tobe 
patfed, the nunde of Peflenius fo2 bis haughtte attempt, 
n2 the patience of Tulianus that conlo orfemble the fame. 
Gifo at that time the armies twere qonerned tin Illyria, bp 
a capteine named Septimius Seuerus, bogne in Africa, an 
bed itt Rome, which intuftice was beri right, tcondts 
fion (harpe, and in nrartial affaires mot fortunate. Sobis 
Septimius Severus from the boure be bad intelligence of 
the death of the Cmperour Pertinax , and that in bis 
place fuccegeded Llulianus , Would neither receineictter, 
either 
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either elfe from the Benate: faving, that they for conter- 
fine, and be fo2 buying the Cuipire , were inabtlitate of 
all power fo commiannd o2 fo governe; and further, an ee 
vil friend tuas Tulianus tate Pertinax, fat folo Fis blond 
bite eninies,and bought bis Cmpire fog monep.iout the 
cafe was thus, thal Pefleniusin Affyria, and Scucrus tit 
Lllyria, revolted with alltbeit armies again Iulianus: 
{ubereot beiag adnertifed, they fave that be faid: fhe geds 
be pleated fo retainein my ferutce, all fied as be itt peace: 
{mallis mp care, if¢beret han tales tetr leaue. Ale 
though lulianus faide thus nich opcily, fecretelp be corte 
scien the contraric, which was after wardes better knoe 
fucn by bis works which be dis, then by fhe tyo2d8 which 
he faite. ZfSeucrus had Deaviy hatred bnto Jalianus, 
moftefureip Tulianus tras nof inleue with Seuerus: fo2 
prelently, when be onderilad that be pad rebelled againtt 
Him, be framedand bouche to palle inthe Senate, that 
Scuerus was proclatied a publique entmie of the people 
of Rome, and all big armic difvatched and condemned. 
Che Senate poouided at the request of /ulianus, that Vels 
pertinus Candidus,a man botholoe a Coufal fauld dee 
parte fo Affyria g Ulyriat which twas not onelp difobeped 
inthearnves, butalfo not fo much as beard ; fhe caufe 
therof was, the infamous Ambalage witch he baonabe: € 
wecante afore tinte, be Was much hated being a4B2eto2 th 
the wwarres, After Velpertinus wasreturned buts Rome, 
they {ent againe onto Llyria, Valerius Catulus, but fo 
(niall purpole:fo: if they difobeped the proutitens of Can- 
didus,at Valerius they ran wit) tances , Candidus § Vas 
lerius being returned fo Rome, Iulanus and fe Scnake 
fent againe Aquilius Centurius, whe bad comaunbement 
to til Scuerus,¢ that by any manner p be might: thafts to 
fay,eitber fiabting ws pimin the field, 02 fecretely to give 
bin poifon, Seuerus being aduifea , botwe the cimperourt 
Fulianus ana the Senate had font the thirt time A quilius. 
again bia , determined fo bping feozth bis armics 
WAY. frost 
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from Illyria, and fo come fo Rome foféeke Tulianus: ans 
niarched with fo areate (pede Yppon the way , that when 
Aquilus came fo2th of Rome , Seuerus teas thenin the 
confines of Italie, Jncredible twas the feare that fellon p 
Romanes, after they onderitwd that Seucrus twas come ac 
gaint them with all bis armies: and thetr ferrour was 
increafed , toconfiver that be twas a capteine of Rome, 
Which ontil that time,bad bene a defender of the common 
Wealth, and alfo fo2 fhat be had made fo great {pede bpon 
fhe way, and leave bis armies with fo great reformation, 
that in one and the felfe fame day, they beard of bis arrts 
rail, and alla bebelde bin in the face. Zhe Capuans fen€ 
a folemne ambaffage brite Scuerus, fo be aduertifed of the 
porpofe of bis tourney, and fo offer hint thetr belp andat- 
iffance: tohome Scuerus receiued with great benignifie, 
ana faive thefe odes in areate feerecie. 1 comenotto 
deftroye Italie, cither haueI takenatmour to go againft 
my mother Rome: the ende of my comming is for three 
thinges: which 1s to weete, to refcuethe Empirefrom the 
tyrant Iulianus, to reuenge the death of the Emperour 
Pertinax, that was old & honourable, & to refourme the 
Senate, of fuch as dare amongeft them to aduenture to 
cine euil counfels for that I conceineto feruemy common 
wealth no leffe, in clenfing vices,then defending enimies. 
“hat Which Seuerus faine bite the Ambafladours of Caz 
pua in fecrete, peefently they difconered openly:twbich bes 
tig buderftedin Rome, the Senatours recetued thereot 
greate forrotwe, and the people qreafe pieafure + becaule 
the onc did bope to attaine libertie , and fhe other div 
feare chafticement. 

Tulianus gathered allbis menof tvarre, fo the titers 
mot of bis polwer, andfent them again Scuerus, Onver 
tie conduction cf Tullius Crifpinus: the tobtch, after 
be was aduertt(ed that Seucrus habfaben Ravenna, and 
all the countric avtopning , returned bate Rome: tebich 
feminine acte caue difinaye Brito lulianus, and courage 
nfo Seuerus. 

Julianus 
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Julianus alfo conmannded a mnuffer fo be made inthe 
ficla of Mars, of all the 2efozian armies, and be bin felfe 
cane to take a biew, and an accompt of Chem, conferring 
fuch as came bnfo the muffer , with the names that tere 
{written and receiued money at the pave: of thee partes, 
there appeared not one: thereof Iulianuscsllected, that 
Seucrus caine not onely Goith confidence of fuch as be lead 
with bim, buf alfoof them twhich rematnedin Rome. 

Greate pleafure tas it bnto the popular forte, fo bee 
holde hotve Iulianus twas foxlaken of bis capteines, and 
not affended on of bts Weefortans ; becaufe every dave 
their hatred did increafe again® bim, and their lone tuith 
Seuerus, Notivithitanding lulianus procured munition ¢ 
victuals, repaired the walles, made trenches, aduaunced 
enains, and {ent fcoutes into the fieldes: all tubich devifes 
finally pofiten the forrotwfull Cmperour Lulianus ; fo2 if 
be beloe the walles of Rome , bis enimies poffeffed the 
heartes of the Romaines . Iulianusfulpecting that Letus 
and Martianus being tivo Confuls , and men of greate ree 
putation,fhould peactife with Scucrus,commaunded fhens 
fo be laine, without accuflation o2 tudgement. 


CHAP.V. 


@ Howe by the commaundement of the Se- 
nate, the Emperour lulianus 
was flaine, 


Y piill Julianus bad flaine the afoze named noble Cons 

fuls, the Romaines reputed him onelp couctous and 
ambitious , buf from thencefo2th they publifjed him to 
be couefous, ambitious, fufpicions, and cruell: fo2 tf tvas ,, 
alaive amoncelt them much bfed, to take atvay the life ,, 
of no citisen of Rome, befoze be were beard to faye fo2 him ,, 
felfe. After that lulianus perceiued the Senate fogrowe 
forotvfull , and the people cfcandalised , for the death of 
AK Uy. Letus 
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Letus and Martianus, be came togreate repentance, als 
though to {mall purpofe:foz tt twas paft bis bandes fo giue 
life bnto the dead, either toreconcile bint felfe into the 
arace andfaueur of the liuing. Princes and minifters of 
iuftice ought to bevery mucheconfidered , and no leffe 
aduifed, in crediting their fufpicions , and to auoide cis 
ther choler or rathenefle in their executions: tothe ende, 
that after it happen not, that for the deedes of one daye, 
they haue to remedie and alfo to bewaile all the dayes of - 
their life, 

WUith greate inffance Zulianus reqnefted the Des 
nafe , that they with the WIcltes and bveftall tirgins 
Would meefe Seuerus and bis armic with proceffion, to fee 
if (hep might pacific with prapers ohome they might not 
reff with armes. his fuite tbe Conful Fauftius reft- 
ied, faping, that it tucre not conuentent, that the facrea 
Henate, either the Wrieles of the temples, 02 the bolic 
beftall birgins, fhould intend matters of warre : fo2 the 
office of fuch was to folicite the Gods fo gine bs peace:and 
further, the Confut Faultius fatve; hethat pofleffeth an 
Empire, and knoweth not to defend an Empire , contai- 
neth the indignitieofan Empire, Wbisanfwere was no 
leffe difpleafant onto Zulianus, then pleafant tnte the Sez 
nafours, toberebyp be obfcined nof, that tobich be oefired, 
and they aretwe bnbetoled fo (peake at large . Julianus 
not confented with that which was dene, buf calledin {c- 
cret certcine bis capteines and friendes, tobome be come 
maunded foudeinly fo enter armed info the Senate, and 
fofave bnto the Senatours, that of tivo thinces thep had 
fomake choyce, that ts to ay: to lofe their lines, 02 elfe fo 
obey bis commanndementes. Amongeit the cther caps 
feincs there was one named Crifpinus , tobich (aide bnto 
Tulianus, be is to be thought ne fmall enimie of thine, that 
gaue this counfell: becaufe, ifthou be well adutfen , fo2 
thy lone the Senate have declared them felues fo be an ez 
nimie to Scucrus; and notwve, if thou attempt to bil thent, 

they 
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they tuill aunf@ere, that thep twill obep thee : andon the: 
other parte, they till declare Scuerus to beafriende bnto 
the people , and thou ait enimic tuto Seucrus: and furs 
ther, the Oods neucr permitte, that thou thouloe® qtue 
forth any (uch commmaundement , 02 that 4 Mould pers 
fourme if : fo2, ifhe be euil that giueth euil counfell,niore 
vileishethatexecuteth thefame . Julianus chaunging 
bis conceite, pactifed twith the Senate, that be twoulde 
yelde bp the Empire tntotobome it might pleafe them: 
whic) they liked beriec Well, but burt not at that poefent 
to pebafe therein: foz Scuerus at that fime twas foneare 
tnto Rome, thatit teas rather in bis bandes totake the 
Cimpire, then fe-recetueit at the bandes of the Senate. 
Julianus foggate not fo fende bis Capteine Crifpinus as 
qainft Scuerus : again tobome, Scuerus fent another 
capteine named Iulins Lucius; who overcame in the bat- 
tatle, and Aeive Crifpinus, 

When Julianus confidered bowe his entmics pres 
uatled, and bis friendes dtd fozfake bin, be purpofedto 
fake the adutfe of Tdlitches, inchaunters, and fotbelay- 
ers, fo buderffand bis oeftinies, and the sfo2tune of See 
verus andthe cafe was thus: that after be afflemblea 
many So2cerers and Magictans in bis otene boule, be 
made them practife many forceries and incbauntnients, 
and fo fing and pape many filtbie, ferrible,and fotole 
thinges . And (as thepafter reported twbhich tere pce 
fent ) be him felfe chaunged countenaunce, and with 
flaring bayzes, atfeouerco bint (elffo be tn great ferrour, 
Julianus came bnto the Senafours, crautng their aduife, 
hotve be Gould pzontde and bebane bim (elfe: for that Ses 
uerus app2oched, and fauoured of Jfostune, who bad bint 
in contempt. 

Mone of the Senafours aunfwered one {wozde, bul 
the Coful Geminus, twbich aia: neither art thou worthie 
of counfell,or deferueit remedie, fince thou haft forfaken 
the Senators, which fhould haue giué thee counfell , and 
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wenteft vnto Sorcerers ; who could not but deceiue: for 
thatin fuch a cafe, being inuironed with finifter fortune 
it had beene more fourde and fure counfell, to haue gone 
vnto the prieftes, to haue pacified the Goda with hii fa- 
crifices, then vnto forcerers which by witchcrafts fhould 
leade thee into their indignation . lulianus ‘fent onto 
Capua, all bis quarae, ¢ theftwm2de players of Rome, 
{whofe captetnes were Lelius Titianus, and Claudianus 
Pompeyanus , tohich be din to fhe ende Seucrus Mhonlde 
thinke, that fince be bat courage to fende to offende him, 
he Hould baue nelefle foabioehiun, he father intawe 
of Julianus twas named Aratinenfis, tebome lulianuspere 
fiiaded and requefted fotake baife the Cmpire , infuche 
inife , that bothe thould bauc bene tntituled Cmperours 
of Rometandtoypntlyp therewith fivare and affirmed, that 
be Did tt not foremedie the necefitie wherein be roove: 
but fo2 qreate gad toil tobich be did beare bint: oho aun: 
fivered; this tubich then fayetf, lulianus, be thou affured, 
that Z till neither doit, either do Floue, but prketh me 
tobeareit: beeaufe fo qoucrine the Cmpire J am biinde, 
fotrauctle Jam lweake, and totniope it am become slde: 
and much moe refpecting fhe ace which ¥ potefle , and 
thetrauels tubich 4 bhaue pafled : 4 ant moje apte to 
sake peace iwith the Cods, then to take toarres tn bande 
againit men. 

Ail the men of twarre that twere in Etruria , vid patte 
onto the ferutceof Severus , whome be Wwonld not by any 
meanes recetue, ontil fhep had {tvo2ne fo be innocent of 
fhe death of Pertinax, Severusat the byeake of the aap, 
difcoucred him felfe tvith atl bis armies, Civ teagues 
from Rome ; tubiche being knotwen onto the Seriate, 
iopntly they agreed fo Determine tivo thinaes ttobicie 
is to Wweete, toremoue Lulianusfrom the Cimpire’; and 
‘fo depaine Him of bis life , andin bis place to elect Sette: 
‘rus Cmperour. 

Then one of the Senafours came foorth front the 
Senate, anid publifhed With opcn boice bute the en 

that 
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that they (hould hold if fo2 certeine, that by the autho2itie 

of thefacred Senat, lulianus tas depztuend of the Empire, 

andin bis fecde Seuerus elected Gmpercur. Creat was 
fic toy that the people receiued,whentheyp beard Lulianus ” 
fo be depziued of the Empire; and peefently at-theinfant » 
iwho belt miaht, made molt bai toreceine the newwe Ere ” 
perour : and none paffed by lulianus houfe, that thee not » 
Tones af the windotwes,and {pat not bppon the wailes.at » 
the boure that the Senate tent forth to receiue Seucrus, > 
they fent a Oentleman fo kill Iulianus,who erprefling the » 
fo2rrowful amballage tubich be boought, with many feares » 
fulianus requefted that be might not be Maine, befoze bee » 
bad feene Seuerus:but the gentleman durf do no leffe,then » 
to cut off bis bead, becaule the Senate Kaped at the porte » 
Salaria, and had (two2ne not fo proceede fo recetue Seuerus, » 
bntill (hep were certetnly aduertifed, that Iulianus was » 
laine. Sie vnfoztunate Cmperour Lulianus being dead, » 
bis wife Malia and bis daughter Efcutilia toke the boay,¢ » 
buried bimin a Sepulcher of bis great qraundfather , on » 
the right hand of the way of Lauinia, Lulianus was noted » 
to be a glutfon,a qamffer,couetous, and ambitious:and on »» 
the other part, be was piftfull, amoous,cloguent,qraue, >» 
and (ubtile,. Belincds 6, peares and 4.monethes: beretac .. 
fed 11. monethesand >. dapes. After his death they dtd ., 
neither giue bis bodp honourable funeralls ,o2 cone _ ., 
femned bis Sepulcher.whis was the end of Iu- * 

lianus, foho being old, bonourable,¢ rich, 
would fo2 the erchaunge of the Cms 
pire,giue his qwds,aducnture 
bis fame, andloie 
bis life, 
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The life PB the EmperourSeuerus,com- 
pile ed by fyr Anthonie of Gueua- 


ta,bifhop of Mondonnedo,preacher,chro- 
nicler, and counfeller,vnto the Em- 


perour Charles the fift. 


CHAP. Ff. 
@ Ofthe linage and countrie of the 
Emperour Seuerus, 


aay 19 auncient linage of the Cmperonr 
Bs) | Scuerus ivas of Africa, bis grandfather 
aN -—< as named Fulums Pius,and bis grande 

le Shapes Agrippa,tobich came and died in 
pA A SiLepe, ant aunctent citie in Mauritania, § 


tha,¢ ; Mattinilas bis father was named Geta,and bist mos 
ther Fuluia Pia, a people hetther renolomed in armes,oz 
qloztousin blond, either indued with riches . Scucrus was 
bone in Etrutio,Clarus and Seuerus being Confuls,the 4. 
paylof Apzil: and as bis mother repozted, the bad with him 
“ a difficult chilpbirth,¢ bery tedious fonourfe, Jun bis firfk 
“infancie, be chiefly delighted fo play twith other chilo2en 
“ bis fellotves.the play of Judges:and when bis tot fell fo be 
“ Fudge, as (harpelp dtd be chaftice their trifling faultes, as 
“ be vid afterwards chaftice their crroursinearneff. ee 
* tcarned the Oreke and latine tongues with fuch Gugular 
“ nerfection,and twas fo prompt fo (peake, tw2ite, read,¢ oils 
“ putein the fato fongues, as tf hee bad beene bozne tn thofe 
countries, andlearned noother languages. At the age of 
rhiy.peres he was a publique aduocate,and defended caus 
{es inlatoe: infuch toile, that tf be bad folloteed Sciences 
ashe did Utarres, be bad beene no lefle renoiomend in 
fcienice and Ietfers,then be was famous in armes. ie Wwas 
not fall rv. peares cf age, feben he fir entered Rome sit 
which dapes, there reigned the right bappte Marcus Au- 
relius,and by interceffion of hts kinfeman Septimins Seue- 
rus, hee bad the office to regtler natly (ach as etther died 
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92 were boone tn Rome:ivhich office, although tt were not 
profitable, pet was tf an occafion of qreat acquaintance,¢ 
fo be thzonghlp knowen:becaufe nightip be tet fo Court 
fo report whe was borne, 02 haddicdthatday. Whe fir ~ 
nlabt $ be entred Rome, by chance bis bolt wher be lodged ” 
twas reaning the life of p Cmperour Adrian, twberin was »” 
relation of p qreat pertls twbich he paffed, before be miaht » 
atteine the @mptre : Seuerus faid bute bis hott in iett.In » 
trauels & perills limitate Adrian :I hope alfo that I fhall » 
fuccede him in the Empire, By ebance,as pCinpercur M, » 
Aurelius made a general ¢ fumptuousfupper brto many ” 
noble Romans, Seuerus ipas amongefl them,¢ at the fime » 
that be (ould haue taken bis feat at the table, Wout regard ~» 
be placed bi tt the Cmperours chatre: and when others » 
derided him fo? bis negligence ¢ folly tolich be bad comits » 
fed,Scucrus aunfwered: Peace &gibe nct,it is poflible(my » 
deftinies may be fuch ) that as I nowe fitt in the imperiall » 
chaire in ieft,fo one day I may fit therin in carneft. Seue- » ay 
rus D2eamed on anight, p be fuck the teats of the wolfe » ; 
nourfed Remus and Romulus, tubich dacamy be alluapes 
belofo2 agreat gwd fiqne of his future Cmpire, Jn p time 
of bis youth, be twas bath abfolute and diffolute, efpecially 
in womens matters,¢ otber banities:fo2 which caules hee 
iwas many times taken, banifhed,¢ Hhamed. Zn the offices 
of warre, be was placed in them all, efpectallp the office of 
Queftor, which be held long time:and it is fatd of him. that 
hauing by that office charge of monic, be twas diligét in rez 
courting, ¢fatthful in dividing € parting therof, 3n$ mo- 
neth of Zanuary,tn the s.peare of the Empire of M, Aure- 
lius, tf chauriced bim to be Poconful of Betica, which now 
in Spainc is named the kingbdome of Andoloizia, tubere be 
remained p pace of a peare ¢ a Dalfe:in which qouernment 
he was no leffeloucd then feared, ano feared then loved. 
Seuerus being }220conful in Betica, receiued neives of 
his fathers death in Africa: tuberupon be prefently patted 
info Africa, partly fo erecufe the obfequics, and to gine 
bis father an honourable Sepulcher, and partly to take 
oder 
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o2ver fo2 a fiffer that was left bnfo bim, and gods iobiche 
benwinberite, he Conful that then twas refidentin A- 
frica , fent Severus fo2 bis Cmballadour to the Sardinians, 
twhich were reuolted front the Romanes: and entering ins 
to Sardinia with certeine burning tozches,accozding to the 
maner of an Cabaadour of Rome,there came bnfo bing 
a fotonefinan after the fatbion of a iefter,and bid tmb2ace 
bim, whont Seuerus commaunoded to be tobipt, faying: In 
the act of fo great grauitie,trifling gibes be inconuenient, 
F02 that tobich this tetter oid , and fo2 the difgrace twobich 
Seuerus receiued, they o2depned in Rome, that from thence 
forth, Cmbafladours alivayes fhould enter all cities on 
bozfebacke, as in times paft thep bad bledon fate, Contie 
nuing [zoconfulin Africa, betwould needs bnderftand of a 
Wathematicta 02 Affronomer, how farre bis foztune ertée 
ded 62 dib reach : and hauing receiued the day and houre, 
and alfo the afcendent of bis natiuitie, the Attrologian bee 
ing amafed and ferrificd of the Ffo2tune which bis natiut 
fie Did promtife him , faid duto him: Itis not poflible that 
this be thy natiuitie, & therfore were it meete thou fhoul- 
deft giue me thine dwne,and not the natiuitie ofanother: 
for were it true,that thou waft borne vnder fuch a céftel- 
lation,thou fhouldeft be Emperour of Rome. Mt the age 


of 32.peares bee asin Romeelected Lribune of the peos 


ple :mioze fo2 the pleafure of Marcus Aurelius tobome be 


* ferued, then for the feruice that Seuerus had done in the 
* comuton wealth: but aftertwards be proucd fo folvard,and 


vas fo Dpzight in canfes of iuftice, that it neither repented 


“ the common wealth fo bane chofen bint either Marcus Au- 
' relius fo haue procured the fame. bis Wribunal office bez 


ing ended, he was named ]92efo2 of the people ; and on the 
day of his election, the moze fo aduaunce bis honour, the 
Cinperour palling thaoughe the tireafes of Rome, placed 
bin with bimfelfe tu the Licter ; which oeede ivas not a lis 
flerepoched,of fonte (hough cnute, and of otherfonte thoe 
rough cildatie. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP ODI. 


~ @ Of the offices which Seuerus heldin the 
Empire, before he was Em- 
perour, 


‘T Be affaires of Spaine being difpatched , Scucrus failed 

info Afias and affone as be bad fet bts fote aland, be 
departed bnto Athens: partly to bebold the qouernement 
of the Greekes,and partly alfo to beare the voctritte of 1bt- 
lofopbers : becaute in thofe dayes,thep talked not of any 
matter moze tn all thts world, then of the great sfoztune 
of the Romanes, and the profound cloquéce of the Greekes. 
frot a felw dayes be remapnedin Athens hearing the Pbt- 
lofophers , conferring with the Scnatours, vitifing tems 
ples, and biewing buildings : becaufe naturally be as a 
friend of new inuenttions,¢ defired no lefle the kuotwletae 
of antiquities. Aithouah Scuerus cf verfon twas baltant, 
and Capitaine of Rome, and alfo of inaifierent eloquence, 
yet thep qaue him nogodintertetnment in all Grecia: fo2 
which caufe toben be came atterivardesvute the Cmpire, 
be ftreightly reuenged the olde babingueile tubich be bare 
bruto the Greekes,cueryp day diminiBing their patutlenges. 
Being returned front Afia binto Rome, bee twas lente 
Cmbaatour onto the prouince of Lugdunc, tehich nolve 
in Fraunce,ts named Lion of Sonorona: and being af that 
fime a Widoiver, thep practifed with bin a marriage with 
acerteine Laby of noble bloud, in countetiance mol faire, 
and aratious in qeffure. Dyat aby twas named lulia,¢ of 
ropall blond: brite tubome purpofing fo prefent teluels of 
oreat price.and finding ie qolofinith futicient fo perfoznie 
the fame being alfo aduertifen of a golofmith tn Syria that 
ercelicd all men in that facuific, and doubting all metiens 
gers to be infuffictent, tranelled in bis tone perfon, fa 
fetch thelames ¢ ashe after made repoate tuto bis fpoule, 


a 


that toith the rewards tobich be gauc tute fhe golotimth, 


and the charge of that bovpage, bee might Ciwile bane bate 
ware 
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maricd, Zhe Senators (ef fo repreues Scuerus, tot becaufe 
be bad nrarricd, but fo2 be areat tourney and large erpenz 
tes hich he bad patted foz a wwantan: adutfing bim.that tf 
was not conuentent fez a ciftsen of Rome, fotmplop bis 
perfen, but fo aauaunce his honour either confume bis 
qods , but fo2 deferce of fhe common Wealth: tobherennto 
Seuerus aunfiveared sthat fo2 none of thofe matters bers 
of he was blamed, be either oeferued blame o2 puntihmet: 
ee fwithout all comparifon, much moze was the nites 
ifc of (hat Laay with wwoyom he was nvarried, then the exs 
‘nese 02 fraucils which fo2 ber feruice be bad (uffered. 
Ano further be fainsit eemeth bnto me (fathers confeript) 
that fo2 this acte J deferne honour.¢ no blame, firice theres 
by arifeth onto Rome, beth honour and p2ofite : becaufe 
ftrauge kingvoms baue feene,that Capfaines of Rome,fo 
obtcine riches, haue fréath ¢ (hiland tolpend them bane 
noble minds, Seuerus Fayed topnfly 3.peares it Fraunce, 
both loucd and feared, ¢ 110 lefle reuerenced of the French- 
men: not onelg fo2 tbat be toas int in iudament, and libes 
ralin expences, but aboue the reff,in that be was ofa fine 
ee life. 2be Calenae of Jannarie being come, (af tubal 
fime in Rome they dinide their offices) the Pzoconfulthip 
ofS Sicy ‘ha toas alletted bite Scuerus, wberof be recetued na 
{mal criefe,partly fo2 that be found binifelf Beryp tel plas 
cedin Fraunce,g feared the condition of the Sicylians. Bes 
ing refizent in the Mile of Sicyl, be toas accufen by bis ents 
mies of Rome, that be tid not srereife the qonernement of 
fhe common tacaith, fo much as the fearch offonthfapers, 
iwho fouls be Cmocrour of Rome: becaufein thefe dayes 
Commodns inas Curperonr of Rome, and all men held if 
for certaine, that fo2 dis wickennefe be fhould be Aaine,o2 
hinielfe, fo2 his great titisufnes , fhonld die. Commo- 
dus receiued areat bifpicafure when bee Dnderlode, fiat 
bette (as bee was) altue, and buta poung man, Severus 
fi: souls ferke fo2 the fuceeflion of bts Cmptre: for Ibicy 
caute Scucrus t9as forced pacfentlp fo depart front Sicylt 
conc fo Rome, thereto difcouer and make poove of bis ins 
sOrciicles 
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nocericie : becanfe the Baunger pas no qreater, then [ole 
of honour and ltfe. Befentlp bppon his arriuail at Rome, 
be oid pelo bimifelfe bnto the gaile Mamortina,and Would 
not separt from thence, butill by publique fentence bis ut 
nocencic Was Bifered, andbisacculers deprined of their 
lines. Sins ntonethes after thefe matters patfed,the Caz 
lends of Zanuarte were come, in which Seuerus twas elecs 
ted Conful, toyntly with Apuleius Rufinus : the vay that 
this fuas publithen, theyfap that Severus fato. This day 
it is manifefted in mee,that men neither know what prof- 
perities be conuenientfor them, either whataduerfities 
doe impeache them: and I fay itfor this caufe , for that 
criminally I was accufed in Rome, and my perfon prifo- 
ner in the place of malefactours : whereof there proceded, 
that I departed from Sicyl, cameto Rome, giue fafetie 
voto my life, augment my goods,recouer fame,take ven- 
geance of mine enimies,and obtaine the Confulthipof the 
common wealth, 

Whe time pafied of his Confulhip, bee ode an whole 
yeare tuifhout any office: and as be afterwards {atid maiiy 
fines, the bet and merrict dapes of all bis life,were cons 
teinedin that peare, toberetn be had no office inthe cmos 
fwealth. An thofe dapes, Letus the Captaine of the quar 
was greatly in fauour with p Gmperour Commodus : by 
{whole intercefion they cdinended fhe garrifons of Germa- 
nie onto Seuerus, tbe fo (ktlfullp bebaucd binlelfe in that 
journey, that be returned 2. peares affer buto Rome with 
great boncur,¢ no final riches, At bis returne onto Rome, 
Seucrus bought a cerfaine conmpatic of land wherein fo till 
fo2 cone, and fo fede and breede catiell, and alonaed the 
ringer Tiber bee bought cerfaine Tateip and ferfill qare 
Bens , tobere bee builte bonfes of great potte, tohich long 
time after tyere called Seuerians, 

At a certaine time (upping in thofe aardens bppett » 
the aralle, tobere the frefuefie of the greene was berpe » 
qreat, and bicualls berp fmiall, fhe cafe was thus. Bis » 
pivne foune , of tye age ef fine peares , did glue aud, 

| Die 
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“ dinide Dito all perfons , of all fhinges that were there, tie 
“ to tubome the father fain : temper thy band ( fonne ) it ree 
“ varting, becanfe thou halt no reall ricbes.togine. Whe 
“ childe made aunfivere tif % hane them not nove inhen FZ 
“am acyily, 7 hall have then toben J amaman. Allmen 
“prefent wondered, confidering the ane of the child, that fo 
«< gvane an aunfineare (ould proceede from fo tender pouty, 
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@ How the Pretorians did elefte 
him Emperour, 


7 Pp the 10. peare of fhe Empire of Commodus, Severus 
was fent ti melage Onto the proutnce of Germanie: in 
which Anibaflane, be obfepned much hononr,and no fmall 
wealfh:fo2 naturally be was of qreat difpatch in affaires, 
and Chilfull fo gather monte, Bee twas refivent in Germa- 
nie the {pace of fhe yeares, that ts fo fap, dnttilin Rome 
they bad Maine the Cmperour Commodusiof whofe death 
be had ateat pleafure , and of fhe election of Pertinax no 
lee top: becaufe the liutna was bis mofk fpecial friend,ano 
the dead His niozfall entinte. sot many moncthes after 
be received newwes bow p Cmperour Pertinax was flaine 
by the Pretorians,and that bee (fo2 bery monte) bad bouade 
the Empire, be was much areeued with the death of b one 
an the clection of the other, Seuerus twas aduertifed boty 
fulianus toas in great bafred of the people, for merchans 
ising of the Cmpire : prefentlp at the inftant the men of 
warre that be bad tuith him, declared him Cmperourswhie 
cbe twas done inacitic named Carunto, onthe rif. day of 
the moneth of duguil, Gohat dap tobercon the armics did 
abuanncs Gin as Cmperour, be qaue anddiutded amoral 
them (o great fununes of monic , as tener any Emperour 
had done afore fime : fo2 be aaue, not onely all bis one, 
but alfo the treafure of bis friends, CQith qreat fpede Se- 
ucrus font tnfo p arnites of Mlyria itt Pannonia,in Spaine, 

. : Fraunce, 
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Fraunce , and Britaine, and gave them fo tnderifand Hote 
Pertinax wag dead,thaf Lulianus bad bougbé the Cmpire, 
and that the armies of Germanic had elected bim Cnipes 
rout : but that bee tuould not accept the fame, onileffe they 
(as true defenders of p Cmpire) would confent onto their 
eledion : therein all, with one confozmitie, oid alotoe that 
election which the Germaines had made of Seuerus,and bt 
ferly did adnibilate all confents and elections that bad 02 

miagbt be fo the aduauncement of the Cmpire of Iulianus: 

and bppon condition that Seuerus thoulo fir be (toozne,to 

reuentge the death of the gad Cmperour Pertinax and to 
give bis fauour bnto the men of warre, Peefently when P 

Scuerus fate bis Empire confirnted by the men of toarre, 
{pedily be toke bis way fowards Rome:bpon tobich tuap 

not onely be bad norefiftance, but inall places twas tecets 
ned with great top, Zivo Confuls, 100, Henatours, 30. 
Duelkors, 22,Audges, 14. Lribunes, 10,Pzefours, 400. 

prfeftes,and so. bettal birgins,came footh ta receiue Seuc- 
rus: onto tebom be fent to give bnderftanding, that if thee 

— fwoula bebold bis face milve, that all perfons of al armour, 
either oper o2 fecret, Ghoul difarme themfetues + fo2 that 
if was {uffictent that be twas ofthe tuarres, and they to 
receine him inpeace. Shey being perfons of fo qreat hos 
nour,riches,and auncient,that came forth to recetue bim, 
{were not a litle defpited, that Seuerus fhould commaund 
them fo be difarmed,but inthe end they accomplithed that 
Which was commaunded them, and from thencefazth cone 
cetuedagaint Seuerus mozfall hatred: becau fe if they dife 
armed their perfons of atutour, thep did arme thetr bartes 
With malice. And as Scuerus twas proud with his Cmptre, 
ano the Confuls and Senatours toile andaduifed,neither 
nin be perceine them to be offeoed, either utd they difcouer 
themfetuesto be greeued oz defpited : fo2 that, if they bad 
patience to (uffer the inturie, they waten not {wifenome fo 
piftembie the fame. As Scuerus was fubtile and (kilful,be 
pid fo thinges before he entered Rome, twheretuith hee: 
greatly twan the fauour of the contort penplertopennt 
, fe 


o 
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firt tuas, that be publikely changed bis oner name, which 
is to twit, that as be afoze time tuas named Septimius Sex 
ucrus,after he was named Seuerus Pertinax:¢ this he did, 
fo the end al men Mhonid percetuc,$ taking the name of the 
god Cinperour Pertinax,be would liketwife folotw § fteps 
of bis god lifc, and proftte hinfelfe by bis gud nocrinesfo2 
Pertinax tas not onlp louedas. a man,but alfo adozed as 
& God, And the fecond thing twbich be did, was,te comaund 
“al the bands of Pzetoztans, tubich were the nten at armes 
inbich guarded Rome, that leaning all armonr,tbhep hula 
come ¢ do him reverence: which teere the men p had faing 
th’emperour Pertinax,not fo2 bis olune deferuing, but fop 
hat be confented not to their witkeones. Sewerusfecrete 
ty bad agreed with bis armie, that they honld baue regard 
fo compaffe them round, in (ach wite,p finditig them bnare 
med, they ould op al meanes fo recouerp fame fo2 their 
defence: either place of fafetie to fie bifo, And now, when 
they md all dnarmed,¢ compatted, Seucruscommannded. 
& general filence thozougbout bis armi¢, and directed bis 


1070s Onto thofe homicides o2 manllears , {peaking after 
this ntaner. 


CHAP. III. 
@ How he reuenged the death of the good 


perour Pertinax, 


A [though al humaine things be fubie&t vnto vani- 
tie &¢ mutabilitie: yet this preeminéce haue ¥ gods 
aboue men,y al things beiny {ubiect ta changing and 
variablenes,they remaine immutable:& al things pe- 
tithing & finifhing iy for cuer do continue:becaufe 
there is nothing perpetual,but fuch things,vnto whi- 
che the gods do gine perpetuitie. The great Romaine 
Empire much refébleth the immortal gods of heauen: 
becaufe all the kingdomes of the earth be mae & 
“i | aue 
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have theirends, but the is perpetual:all are weake,and 
fhe ftrong:all be fubieét,fheat libertic: all vanquifhed, 
and fhe inuincible: finally, fhe is the, y neuer fuffered 
her better , or endured another y was het equal. And 
as it is moft true, y the gods neuer giue reward withe 
outa preceding merit:fo do they necgiue puntament 
without fome fault in him, whom they chaftsfe:whet 
of it followeth , y fince the gods haue giuen vnto the 
Romanes fo many and fo great tritphes,there ought 
to bein them many & very notable deferuings. There 
be tworthings which caufethe Romans to hold fréd- 
Ship with y gods,& tobe lords of mé,which is to wit, 
great worfhippers of temples, and conferners of peo- 
plein iuftice: fer that countrie where temples be not 
Fonode@aad the wicked-chaftifed may be better ter- 
med den of theeuies, then akingdome of good men, 
¥V call vnderftand that be hereprefent.,howe ye haue 
flaine che Emperour Pertinax,a ma.meft furely both 
holy and moft holy , becaufe the greatres of the Em- 
pire, being conferred with the finceritie of his defer- 
uing,ithad not beene mutch for him, but rather a {mal 
reward, to hauebeene Lord of the wholeworld. In 
this deede ye haue offended the gods, efcandalized 
men,committed treafon viato your Lord , defamed 
your countrie, troubled your commen-weakth, and 
broughrall Rome ynto-confufion , infuch wife, that 
your fault being fo exceeding, it may not defetuc any 
parcialitie in punishment. | 
Now that ye haueflaine him, is ttasifye had flaine 
Caligula, Nero, Sergius, Vitcllius, Domitia,orC om- 
smod?sno,but Pertinax, which was.one ofthe princes 
smoft without reprehéfion, that cuer reigned in y Ro- 
gnaine Empire. As princes be few wilful, fo itis 
ai. e S.di. great ven, 
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venture,to chance on fuchas be good : & fo much the 
more deferue ye the greater paine , as the good Perti- 
nax was profitable ynto the common wealth. Vato 
whome fhall Rome aduentureto commit her truft, 
fince they which were appointed for her guard , haue 
{et hera fale» O treafon neuer thought of ! Oh wic- 
kednes neuer heard of! to kill the Emperour , and to 
fellthe Empire. After the vaffals haue flaine their 
Lord ,and the natiues of the countrie haue fold their 
common wealth,I know not why the gods cOmaund 
not the ground ro {wallow you vp, and prefently put 
not fire into Rometoconf{ume it:for,after fo great an 
infamie,R ome ought neuer more to be named in this 
world. "Who fhould haue {aid to Quintus Cincina- 
tus, Numa Pompilius, Camillus, Marcus Fabritius, 
Mutius Sceuola, Silla, Marius, Scipio, Iulius Cefar, 
Auguftus, Germanicus ( who with yreat and many 
triumphes did both beautifie and magnifie Rome) 
that yefhould haue fet Rome in open fale ¢ I firme- 
ly beleeue, and am out of doubte, that they would 
haue died of pure forrowe: or elfe would haue flaine 
your progenitours from whom ye aredefcended.Fro 
the time I departed out of Germanie , I came mufing 
vppon the way, what punifhment I fhould giue you: 
for of the one part, if I fuffer euery one of you with 
his life, it redoundeth to the {candal of the common 
wealth: and if I would take the fame from you, the 
paine is very {mal , in re{pe&e of your extreme fault: 
for vnto one that is euil, they doe him no {mall be- 
nefite, to rid him outof this world . 1 cOmaund your 
nofes to be flit,your tongues to be boared, your gar- 
meats beneth the waft tobe cut off, and y our beards 
halfe fhauen: yee thall liue without: honour , cre- 
dite, 
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dite, orlibertieas flauéséc bondmen in the common 
wealth : in fuch wife,that ye fhall not dieas the good 
do'vfeto die, to the end to liue: but ye fhal liue as the 
wicked do liue,to the end to die . Neither doe I fuffer 
youto liue, becaufe ye defcrue life:but for that I will 
not ftainemy famewith your filthiebloud., Ifin gi- 
uing youal dearh,I might giue the good Pertinax his 
life:not onely yours,buralfo right willingly would I 
offer mine owne: becaufe there is no vent more tuft, 
then y one good life (by y exchange of many wicked 
liues) might be bought & redemed.If the gods would 
permit,that at the houre I fhould comaunde ye to bee 
flaine,ye fhould reuiueand recouet life,a thoufand tt - 
mes would I take away yout liues,becaufe the horror 
of youroffence deferueth a thoufad deathes: but fince 
loffe of life,.in a momét, doth deliuer the malefactour 
of his fcourgeand torment, and afterwardes no other 
meane remayning to take vengeaunce: itis more iuft 
thatye fhould liue euery day defiring death, then that 
yc fhould die abhorring life . Thereis nothing more 
juft,then to kil him that killeth:but J commaund not 
that ye be flaine, although ye durft kill the good Per- 
tinax: and this I do not,to the end to do no iutftice,e1- 
ther to doe you good or pleafure : but for that many 
yeares ye fhall haue timeto bewaile your wretched 
life,and his innocent death. 


CHAP. V., 


@Of thinges that he did in Rome,prefent- 
ly after he was Emperour, 


A Fter that Seucrus had fain and finithed bis peach, and 
covemmned and banithed the murtherers of the Cmpes 
€ iif. rour 
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rour Pertinax, be determined taenter Rome, and bis res 
cepuing twas mirt With ioy and (ozo. ; becaule of fhe one 
part fetiug him (o great a frend of iuitice,they retopcedsand 
on the other part to fee bim copatcd with fo great armies, 
they feared bi. zefently bpon bis entrie info Rome, be 
bifited § tentples (according to the cuftome of the Romane 
_— Emperours)ann there he offered no finall, but generous ¢ 
* fumptuous facrifices. Although i his receputng,a great 
“ garé of the dap twas fpenf, and in bifiting temples the refk 
“ twas confumed,and now whé it was night, be tuas reques 
“ fed of all mien fo fake bis eafe,and fo twitbozatue onto bis 
“ palace: pet be wouldinno wife confent , onfil be bad bilte 
ted the Sepuleber of the gad Marcus Aurelius: tobere be 
“ remained a great {pace bppon bis knees,and poured forth 
“ many lamentable teares. She nert day be went dno the 
bigh Capttol, tohere all the Senate twas allembled, and 
there be fpake bnto all the Scnafours, Confuls, and all o¢ 
ther Romane officers;to twhome be ato many god ty02d8, 
and qaue them great bope of many retards, All the peos 
ple of Rome were afonied, ¢ terrified, fo bebold the great 
audacific and foztune of Scucrus : which proceeded of confte 
deration howe without daunger , and lefle trauell.bee obe 
tepned the Cmpire:fo2 that be gat it not by Mheding others 
bloud, neither by the erchange of bis owne proper awdes. 
ihe fir vay that Scucrus fpake in the Senate, be made a 
folemne bolw before them all : Neuer to killany Romane, 
ifhe were not iudged by iuftice: or to take the goods of a- 
ny perfon, if by the fifcal he werenot condemned. Zfit 
had beene foundit Scucrus tuozkes , tubich bee fware that 
Day in odes , namely, that they mighe not accufe him of 
cruclfie, citber nofe him of couetoufnes , t€ badbeene a 
great tueale for the Romane Empire: fo2 there is nothing 
wherwith princes doe more deftroy their comnion weal- 
thes,and alfo f{taine their perfons, then to bee giuen to re-. 
uenge their owne proper iniuries, and couctous of other 
« mens goodes.  Jfo2rth with at bis beginning, Seuerus did 
« (hel bimfelfe milde,benigne, pitifull, liberal, valiant a 
: gD, 


EmperourSeuerus, 279 
feb, affable; grations, ann humaine, imbzacinia bis familts 


ars, ioping ahd langbing with fraungers: tn fuch wrie, . 


thatthe Romanestwent after him , bearing that be fato, | 


and peatfing tbat be div, 3f inbumaine affaires be were | 


prouidentin diuine matters (urely be twas not negligent: 


fo2 that cuery dav he vifited tencples’, honoured p2ictics, | 


offered facrifices, repaired edifices, beard orphans and 
afflicted :in {uch wife, that in bicoies thep compared Him 


tntolulius Cefar.in humaine policies toAuguftas,and in: 


diuine thinges to:Pompilius.. he ol Senatours and 
auncient Romanes ; that bad ben bed with Seucrus from 
their pouth, were amatfed to fee botw bis cull’ condition twas 
changed: and on the other part they thought with themfels 


@ ~~ ww ww <) ~~ e@ 


ues, that all which bedin was but fained : fo2 of his olmne: 
naturall convition;be was (ubtile, twarie;milde, and dons 
ble: and didknow hot fo deni bis otune twill for a time,’ 


in that tobich bee withed; fo doe afterivardes with all mew 


ail that be defired. [t isa point of wife and fkilfill men;to 
ouercome their owne wills in {mall matters :.afterwardes 
to drawe others-after them for caufes of greater impor- 
tauricesitis ai sad) cies armed etmek ami Alaa 
Aithoughe there bee more credite fo bee gitento that 
Lwhich twee fee,then buts that tobich toc fulpectspet in this 
cafe they toere moze deceiued, that peatfed Scucrusin bis 
god wakes , then thofe which vin fulpeste hin fo2 bis clo 
{ubtilties: fo2 that infho2te (pace thep tnderf mde m bint 
great cruelties and noletle difordinate couctonincfe, 
Thofe that fromtheir-youth bee not bredd in vertuous 
woorkes, or that naturally of themfelues bee not of good 
condition,they may fora time deceiue fome perfons with 
their guiles : butim the end their:malice commeth to the 
notice of all men; all: iwbich was erperimentedin Sducrus, 
who vied violence with bis olune peoper nature, vntill be 
fatwe bimfelfe inpoffettion of the common wealth, . Whe 
firft office that bee gaueiniRome,was bnto Flauius duue- 
nal, wwheme. hee: made P2e0f02. oF thei people: of tobiche 
2ouition of the one part bepleafepati men;becan te. flaui- 
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us {pasa bertuous perfor: and on the other parte if pis 
grieue them, becaufe be was feruannt onto Lulianus,2ohe 
{wbole ar mie that Seuerusted with bint, be alfo bzought ins 
fo the cifte of Romesand being i quantitic great , andiot 
‘conditionrproud.thep might not be contained within the cte 
tic : for tohich caule they lodged not onelp in houfes petuts 
Ieqed,and in facred temples, but forzceably baake bp dazes 
andentred boufes. She Romanes receined the fame fo? a 
berp great iniurie; becaule they onely felt not the aefpight 
pone onto their perfons, but alfo did betwaile the beach € 
lofe of thetrliberties; Whee dapes after Seucrus entered 
Rome, the captaines of bis armies fent'to demaund of the 
Senate, to haue given them an bunded thoufand pefants 
of gold, which were duc dntothem:'fo2 that intimes paff, 
fo much fuas aiuen onto then that firkentered with the 
Cmperout Aucultus; At the houre when p captaines fent 
thele tons bata the Senat,prefently andtopnetly they ars 
med themfelues,and marched bnto the field, fwearing and 
fo2ftwearing, by the life of Seuerus, ¢ by the wozle of Mar= 
cus, that if it toere nof aiuen that day, at night they tvould 
{ack Rome. After that Scuerus beard, that bis armie toas 
in readineffe in the field of Mars,and without bis comaune 
dement,be tas not a lifle efcandalised, thinking there had 
beene fome freafonagaint him amonactt p people: but the 
truth being knowwen, be requefked:them fo be pacified, and 
fo difarme themfetues , faying: that it proceeded not of 
wife Captains, but of feditious perforisjto demaund with 
threatenings,that which would begiuen by requeft. »Se- 
verus faww bintelfein great trauell;to finith agreement bee 
fivirt the one ¢ the otber:but in the end atuing them fome 
monic out of bis olune'coffers,and fome from the contnon 
Wwealth;be brought (henvall:to a buitie: Lobich was, p onto 
fhe Captaines tuas given tele then they seniaunded,and 
the Romanes pata fornetuhat more then they offered. Ber 
fore allthinass Scucrns dto‘celebate theobfequies of Per- 
tinaki tobereatallthe Romanes were pyefent’, and offes 
red that aay sinners agitate, aiccompting 
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Pertinax amongelt the Gods, and placeiig Petleltes fo 
Do facrifices bpon the fepulchze, that for enermoze ould 
futkeine hig memozic. When. Scucrus entred the Cme 
pire, he found many rents of p treafurte mozgaged, tohich 
is to weete, the ropall patrimonte, wherein be gaue oder 
for the redeeming thereof, to be reduced onto the royall 
crowne. Seucrus had tivo daughters of ripe age , the one 
of rrv. the otber of rrr . peres, tobome be married within 
tiventie dayes after be came to Rome, the one with Pro- 
lus, and the other {with Laertius, men of greate wealthe 
and riches, andqenerous in bloud. Seucrus offered bis 
fonne Prolus the office of Cenfoz, tobich be refuleo , fays 
ing, that be fought not to be fonnein late bnto the Cin- 
perour, fobeafcourge of euill mien ; butto be ferued of 
gad men, Scuerus made bothe bis tonnes in latwe Cone 
fuls, andabout Rome be bought them great rentes, and 
alfo gaue them large (ummes of money fo {pend , and to 
bis daughters be gaue Jelvels , twbheretwith to honour 
them. . 
& 


CHAP. VI. 
— QHowe the Emperour Seuerus paffed into Afia 


again{t capteine Peflenius that | 
rebelled againft him. 


‘@) reotthe famous capteines that rebelled againtt the 
“~~ Gmperour Lulianus, as bath bene recounted in bis 
life, was Peflenius Niger, tubo with the arnties that 
Wwerein Affyria, did gouerneandruleall Afia , Seucrus 
rote in Germanie, and Peflenins itr A fia: and notivithitas 
bing they were both traitours bnto their Lozde, the viffes 
rence betwirt them was , that Seuerus fo2 bis'comming 
pnts Rome, they aduaunced bute the Empire: and Pefle- 


nius fo2 rematningat biseafe inAfia, toads condemned © 
fora traifour. Atthe boure that Tulianus bis death was 


publithed, peefently Peflenius inuétted hint felfe with the 
eT afi &,b, fiti¢ 
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title of Crperour and Auguftus: in fuch wife, that Seue- 
rusitt Europa, and Peflenius in Afia, bad dintded betivirt 
them felues all countries and provinces: and much moze 
the one from the other haddinived their Wwilles ¢ mindes, 
Peflenius twas very wel aduertifed in Afia, hotve Seuerus 
bad enfred Rome with agreat power : and twas in fate 
of gouvernement as naturall Emperour of the common 
wealth: but neither fo2 letters that twere tu2itfen bnto 
bimt, 02 fo2 any thing that might be faide onto him, fwculd 
be obey Scuecrus , 02 muche lefle (hewe any feare of him, 
Pefflenius twas groffe of perfon, baliant, warlike, and of at 
men, ttth whome be dealt, bery well liked : and {urely, 
if be lo the Cmpire, it was not fo2 want of friendes in 
Rome, but that be abounded with bicesin Afia, After 
that Scuerus fatwe, that neither fo2 thoeateninaes, cither 
fo2 promifes that be made, 02 fo2 letters that be iw20te,be 
might not Dawe Peflenius Niger bnto bis fernice, he dee 
termined fc conquer bim as an enimie: althougb(as be afe 
fertwartes fatde) be wilbed not tuith bim fo come tn con- 
fention : becaufe Peflenius twaga fritnde inearneft, and 
nochimicinich . ee. 

Seuerus commaunded a mutter fo be faken cf all 
the men bebad , andtoke the names of all perfons that 
be might baue with bim out of Italic, commauntvinge 
them fo peepare, and fo pay bis officers, ¢ that all thinges 
{ould be done {with mofte {pedie diligence: for bisine 
tent twas toctiter teith fo qreate hatte info Afia, that bis 
arriuall, andthe netwes thereof, atone inffant, might 
appeare bntoPeflenius. — 

All the armies of Illyria twbhich be bad left in Thracia, 
he comunaunded:fo paffe into Afia: and all the Senas 
tours, all the warrelike officers of Rome , all the riche 
met, and all the fonnes of mightie and greate org 
_ that toerein Italic, be leode with bin in that warre . 

» Bearmedinthe Sea Mediterrane an hundjed galleys, 
» and alforigged fm2th two hundeth (hippes , fiftic barkes, 
» andinnumerable fopttes ; all tobich tuent laven’ with 
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nitett, armour,and victuals: in fuch Wife, that in refpecte » 
of bis gteatnetle and pofencic, there twas none that » 
Wwoulde encounter with him bylande, either abide at the » 
Sra. 

Dnelic rrr. dayes Seuerus asin Rome, difpatchinge 
With the Senate, be departed vnto the porte of Hoftia, to 
beboloe bis nauie , and from thence be departed to 
Nola tn Campania , there bis armye was affembict, 
where be added many thinges that toanted, and alfo res 
moued many thinges that were Cuperfiluous; becaufe tn 
thinges of greate impoztance , be was not fatifficd to gine 
them in charge fo men of experience : but that be twoulte 
fee and beboloe thems with his olune proper eyes. Talben 
Peflenius Niger heard the netwes , botve Scuerus came a- 
gaint bin by fea andlande: they fay that be faide, thefe 
to02de8 ; If the deftinies be bente again{t me, {mall may 
it auaileme, that men fauour mee? and if Gods be pleafed 
to help me mé may little hinder me, And further be fatdez 
Seuerus is not fatiffied to haue flaine his Lorde Iulianus, 
and to vfurpe the Einpire, but hath made mee an enimie 
vnto the people of Rome; but I befeche the immortall 
Gods, that ifit fhal not pleafe them to giue me victoriein 
this warre, that Seuerus may bee conquered, when hee 
mofte defireth to ouercome , Although Peflenius coms 
‘gnended bis fortune into the bandes. of od, not witke 
ffanding be left not to {eeke the atde of men : ¢ fo this ende 
he vid wife and (cnd Ambafladours , bnto the hinge cf 
the Parthians,fotbe king of the Arthabanes, and to the 
king of the Armenians fo fuccour bun with men ¢ money, 
becaufe Scucrus came witha determinate minde to dels 
troy them all. 

he kinge of the Armenians aunfiweared the Ante 
baffavours of Peffenius Niger , that be wouldve neither 
belpe the onc , 02 offende the other, but oefende and cons 
feruc bis oluone kingdoine ; inoued therebvnto, for that Pef- 

fenius twas bis friende,and Seucius not bis enine. 
Dye kinge of Parthians, pzefently fente bis letters 
theugy 
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« throughout his kingdome, commatnding them to repaire 
puto Peflenius, andrefufe Seuerus: which he did not fo> 
' the narrowe friendthip that be belde with Peflenius, 
but fo2 the auncient entmitie that be dt beare bnto the 
RomaneCmpire , Whe king of Arthabanes fent onto 
Petlenius, ten thoufand archers with croffevotves, all nas 
fiues offbe peouitnces of Berfezana , twbich theoughout 
the wozlde were much renowmed, andin the warres no 
leffe feared, becaule they twere of valiant mindes tn fight, 
and erceedingreadicin (hating. JFurtber, Peflenius Nis 
ger commaunded bis armie tobe renewed with twentie 
thoufandfotemen, and fire thoufand ho2femen, tobhereof 
the motte parte being taken out of Antigche ( twhere the 
people be mott feeble) their names beingreniftred, and 
recetuing pape , neuer affertwardes came tothe warres, 
Tinto all them that bled this quyle, Seuerus afteriwardes 
gaue great puntihment: not fo2 that they bad bene trays 
fours bufo Peflenius, but for erample to terrific others, 
Upon the mount Taurus parte of Cappadocia and Sicyl, 
Deflenius,as a man of erpetience in martiall affaires,p2os 
uided that the tomdes twere feld bpon the toppes of mouns 
teines, and in freightes, and moft perillous places made 
frong tuafche and tarde , in fuch wife, that noenimie 
might appeoche,that was not fene : 02 paffe, that were 
not flaine, Jn thole dayes, there was not inall Thraciag 
citie mo2¢ opulent then toas Byzantio, nowe named Co- 
{tantinople, which in buildinges did ercéde all cities of 
Afia, and in fertilifie twas equall with the bef in Europa. 
Amongelk other thinges confeined therein that was faire 
fobebolde, and much fo be pratled, were the walles, the 
Hones whereof were brought from Mylefius, curtoufly 
{quared, asifitbad beene timber fatwen with a fawe: 
Lwhich twas the caufe that the wall being made of manp 
Tones, the whole tall famed buf one fone . Aithough 
With the calamities of time, the wales be nowe rninas 
ted: yet notiotthitanding ,of the fame there remaineth 
forme Heppes andfignes ; in the vielve whereof there is 
Ong 
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nove but wil praife the kite of them that madeit: ¢curile 
the handes of them that did fubuert if. Biben Peflenius 
fave him felfe a3Lozde [o abfolute of all Afia,and accotte 
panicd with fo many ¢ fo noble men of warre, be thought 
Him lelfe {ure of the bictozie: but as in fuch cafes , that 
which Fortune guydeth, isfarre differét from that which 
the perfon defireth:fo, bery cotratic to bis foomer purpole 
it aftertwardes fucceedev. 


@ Of the warres that pafled betwixt Peffenius 


and Seuerusin Afia, 


EZ (vas qreat griefe bnto Scuerus , when be bnoerffwde 
botwe Peflenius was info greate redineffe , that thought 
not onely to defende, but publiquely to offende. Seuerus 
being certified that Peflenius was in poffetfion of } greate 
citie Byzantio, marched with moze fpede , with intent 
fo batter the fame, before Peffenius might come fo the 
fuccour thereof: foz that by fecrete practifes , Seuerus Had 
Within the citie newe friendes: and Peflenius in gouernes 
ment hadrecouered fomeenimies, speither the intellts 
gences which Seucrus practifediecretely , either the dilts 
gences whiche be vfed publiquely , might profite bim to 
obteine Byzantio: tobich toben be bnder lave, he tranets 
ied forecouer another citie not farre from thence, named 
Cyzica: which twas both rockie and compatfed with mar- 
ribes, that is to faye, it ode bpponarocke, & inuironed 
Witbariner, Peffenius had fo bis capteine general of all 
his hoites, acerteine knight named Emilianus, tn iubomne 
be repofed confivence, not onely fo2 matters of warre, but 
alfo for expedition of caufes of peace, fo2 that be bad bothe 
Awifevome for the one, and fortitude fop the other. Whe caps 
teine Emilianus put bim felfe into the citic of Cyzica, whe 
p2rcfently after, the fouldiours of Scucrus came to beliege 
it, here was betwwirt both the armies at diners times, 
) Dwurers 
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diners enconnters,¢ repulfes,wherin Fortune inditfertt. 
dy difcouercd ber felfe bnto either partie: fo2 at all times, 
iwhen they fought at the wall, Scucrus fide bad the waafes 
but tuben they fought in the ficld, Peflenius bantes had § 
repulle , Zwo monethes after the citie of Cizica was bee 
Geged, they made a falic, and as they would bane tety2ed, 
Seuerus capteines purfued and entred peile melle with 
the capfeines of Peflenius : and notwithftanping there 
ivas bettuirt them greate laughter fo2 the recouering of 
agafe, and to fo2tifie a certeine place: inthe ende Pefle- 
niusloft the cttte, and Scucrus obteined the victozie, Pet 
{enius greatly complained, and {o wasit beuted among 
the proplc, which is to weete, that the capteine Emilianus 
bat (ecrete pactife with Seuerus; for , confidering the 
Lately walles wherewith the citic Cizica twas compats 
fed, and the valiant people wherewith it was defended: al 
inen{udgedit impofible to take it , and folie to befiene if. 
abe caule that moueo the capteine Emilianus toto this 
bnwozthic debe, was: that bis fonnes , who were left at 
Rome, Seucrus bought with him into that wwarre, bn- 
dcr great garde: and it is fo be thought, that to aiuelibere 
tie bntobts fonnes which be had ingend2ed, be made a 
beeache of bis fidelitie and ofbe which be had firo2ne. Che 
Cmperenr Commodus , as he twas {ufpicious of them, 
with whome be had todeale : and {o cutl witken of all fuck 
ag -DID ferue bim: (eit twas bis fathion , fo2 the molt parte, 
toben be fent any noble Roman to goucrne arip prouince, 
poetently to place their fonnesin a fo2t:and thig he vid, to 
the end thetr fathers fhould not be traitours , refpertinge 
their chilozen that toere kept Onder ward. From the time 
that Commodus reigued in Rome, Emilianus governed 
the pysuinees in Afia: bp tohich caufe Seuerus recovered 
the chilozen, ¢ Peflenius loft thefather. Whe fame being 
Diuuigate thoughout all Afia, that the citie Cizica as 
facked,¢ that Scucrus kept the ficld with bictozie: all Pe 
fenius knightes that fcaped from thence, ¢all otter their 
eompanions that beard therof, gaue them felues eae 
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fo fecke places of foztificatis therein to bine their perfos. 
Seuerus not onely recovered honour € pofife of this bictos 
ric, but alfo planted both feare ¢ difco20e alsnoffe thoougis 
out all Grecia: fo2 fone rebelled againfé Peflenius, and as 
thers dinebey Seuerus . Althouch the people of Grecia 
baue ableneife tolearne feience, they are no lefe mutable 
in martial affaires: fo2 in twarres which they paofequute, 
they follow not the ince that hath mof tuftice,but bint 
that moft is fanourcd of Foztune. Whe citizens of Bithy- 
niafent Ambafladours bnto Seuerus, faying, that they 
€ their chilozen were at bis commaundement ; and on the 
otber fide the people of Nicena qaue Peflenius fo buders 
fand, that if be Cent bis armie thither , they tvoulde not 
only receine them, but allo mainteine them: tobich offers 
they preléted not bnto thefe too Roman p2inces, fo2 lous 
02 friend{hip that they did beare them: but fo2 the aunct- 
ent enimitiec which they bad betwirt them felues. Scuerus 
£5 his armie entring Bithynia,and Peflenius info Nicena, 
from thence, as from ftiwo fortes, they did ifue fo fights 
€ in tbe end betiwirt the fo armies bpon a cerfeine day, 
they traucr fed (o fierce afkirmithe,that in bloud ¢ faughe 
fer if twas noleffe then a battel: iobere the field remainen 
bnto Scuerus, ¢ Peffenius bands twere put fo flight, Pefles 
ni? neither fo2 the loffe of the citie Cizica, neither fo2 that 
he was beaten out of the field at Bithynia,dia (he twe efther 
feare 02 weakenefle: buf diuiding bis armic that remate 
nedin tio partes, be fent the one to mount Taurus fo des 
fend that paffage from Scuerus,¢ the other parte be leone 
Wwith bim felfe nto Antioche, partely to fake money out 
of bis freafurie,¢ partly torenue, agalfo relieue bis are 
mie, Seuerus marched 6 his armie frd Bithynia bnto Gas 
latia, g from Galatia bnfa Cappadocia, tubich fee in des 
fence on the bebalf of Peffenius, tubere Seuerus foutotours 
15 great furie did affault the fame : in which tourney the 
Scuerians receiued no {mall loffe, becanfe the citie tuas fs 
fuate bpd the five of an bill, fro, whence toerecute flauahs 
ter amongefl their enimics, they nededne other defence, 
but fo whirle Tones, | | be 
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Whe affaires Fanding in this cate, ., there channced tive 
cities of Phoenicia to reuolt from Peffenius, and to peloeg 
them felues onto Scuerus, that is fo faye , Laodycia ang 
Tyrus: of togich newes Peflenius take greategriefe,and 
no fmall hatred , which palions conceiued again thofe 
cities, he not onely btferedin the foule two2des twhich he 
{ent £0 be faide Onto them: but alfo in the cruel acts tobich 
he commaundedto be Done bntothent . Peflenius hadin 
bis armie fiftéene thoufand archers , tobieh were called 
Mauri, people that naturally of their otvne inclination 
were qtuen fo bloud, and without al feare of death : thefe, 
Peflenius commaunded togo nfo Laodycia and Tyrus, 
btferly fo burne and confume both citte and people : with 
a tvarning confirmed by an othe , that if they take any 
p2tfoners fogiue any man life, the perfon that bled that 
pifte {houlo be flaine . Whele fiftene thoufand archers 
named Mauri departed dnfo Laodyciaand Tyrus, and 
niante other that topned with them: ¢ as they toke then 
at the foudeine being bnprouived, and haning no time fo 
bemaund fuccour of Seuerus: fo cruell and inbumane was 
that barbarous people , fo thofe fo generous and noble cis 
ties, that they left not bpon the walles one fone bpon art 
other, either boule that they fubuerted nof, cifber the hed 
of nian woman o2 childe that they did not cut off. Tiber 
thefe matters paffed in Affyria, the Rnightes of Seuerus. 
were in Cappadocia , traueiling greatlp fo poffetfe the 
mount Taurus: but as it twas naturallo of great betabé,. 
and rockic, ¢ Peflenius pofleffing all the paffages, fo thep 
might not by any meane affaile themt, 02 conceitue hope 
of any pofitable 02 honourable attempt. Upon the top of 
this mount Taurus, Peflenius bis people bad bought av 
Huge number of qreat ones and rockes, fo throws dotwn. 
bpon Seucrus fouloiours, if thep Gould atfempt to climbe 
the bill: buf as on the five of the mounteine, therearewe 
many tres, both high and areat, twbieh Severus fouldiers 
cut dotwne in great beapes ¢ multitudes fo fay the ones 
befoze they tumbled bpon mew, that might be  ahbuk 
ys. , Ges . Bowne 
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An having redy captaines fo fight, and (hilfull Co defente 

sione of the armies bad caufe to complatne, either of their 
 enimtes to baueenuiec, ercept that Peflenius ivas moze 
Gertucus, and Scuerus moe benturous, 


CHAP. VIII 


Ofacruell and furious battell , betwixt 
Peffenius and Seuerus , wherein Pef- 
fenius was flaine. 


| #2 cerfaine baoken , woone, and hoilotve places , as ttt 
fuchegroundes the waters Do Diets make, Peflenius 
fonidiers had fortified WO ones ¢ boughes, twhiche ferued 
them fo blinde and foppe the wave fo2 paflage, as alfo 
from thence bet fo oefende and offend their enimies. Met- 
fher fo2 tranell-te climbe the bill cither fo2 feare of death, - 
bid Severus bis captainesceafie anp beure fo attempt the 
recoucting of the monte: but the wapes and pallages 
qvere fo natrowe, and the mountatnes fo reckte ¢ tnaccel- 
fible, that tenne defended an bhundecd , an Hund2ed a 
thoufand:¢ a thoufand tenne thoufand. Whe cafe was 
thus, that the Seucrian armics moe taunted with oefs 
pare, the aduaunced twith bope,foudenly ona night there 
fel bpon fhofe niountaines an erceeding great fro, whers 
Dpon Peflenius fonldiours retired from theire rampiers, 
and foztified rockes: and that twohiche twas two2le , many 
perfons and beattes twere there Daungered ¢ alfo loft, anv 
thetr bictualls all caffe and carried away, Wy time that 
fhoulde do the decode, and the forotwfull deltinics of Pefs 
fenius that houlde conduct the fame: it chaunced bpon 
thethirdedap after the {owe had fallen, the funne div 
thine with as hofe a glome asin p beate of fununer,whers 
with all the {totwe being theoughly thatucd , the violence 
of mot furious twaters that defcended the bil,ouerthactve 
“and carried aay all bulivogkes and rampiers that Pe 
fenius had made tn that mountatie: in fuch wile ,fhat na- 
I. ture 
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furefeamed in oemeurey Art. might not being te paffein 
manpoapes :thatis Play, the {notwe deaue away the 
people , and foone opened the way. TAben the Seuerian 
armies founde.tbat Pefleniusfouloiours had foofaken the 
mounte Taurus, andp thawed fnoive bad opencd their 
way: thep not onelp recouered qreafe courage, but alfo 
p2cfumes fo haue obtained diutne fausur :faying, that 
Scuerus bid gouerne then, but that the Godos did guide 
them. ipon the fifte day after tie (note , Seuerus fonldis 
ours mounted bpon p toppe of Taurus,g al the {retwe bec- 
ing thatucd and gonne, and frackes and wayes beeing dat- 
edvp,; in cucry place thep founde deade men, d20lwned 
beaftes, baoken armour, and bictualls {cattered:in the 
bicive tobereof they twke no fmall pleafure, becaufe thep 
bad nowe fet thetr feete, where befo2e they imployed but 
their epes . Peflenius being aduertifen, hotue bis fouldis 
ours had fozfaken the mounte Taurus , departed with 
all bis boffe from Antioche,¢ toke the way bnte Sicy!; the 
niultitade of people that bee ledde twith bint was marug- 
lousand terrible fo beboloe: and pet trulp not withitan- 
bing, mioze fearefull in bicwoe, thenin fiaht: for avmite 
fing they tocre many, ¢ pounge men tell armed, yet they 
torte moze accuffomed tobaue peace with vices, then 
{wart 10 eniimies,Scucrus 1 bis armies, € Peflenius i bis 
hoes incounfred th Sicyl not aleague one front an ofber, 
bauing betwirt them a create plaine which was named by 
the men of the country, the field of Yfico, there tas gts 
ucn the laie and moft famous battel bettvirt Alexander 
and Darius,tit ibdich the great king Darius twas onercie, 
and the great Alexander remained monarche of p fpaglo, 
Sn miento2p of tohtch notable batfell, thereis ituaten at 
» thefe paves , the reno twmend ctfie of Alexandria, therein 
> there is tg. a picture of beaffe, fo naturall a counterfette of 
» Alexander, that fo bebcloe doth partly terrifie and alfo 
» cineth motion of great reverence. Dw dapes after thele 
princes came fo this place, with conformitie they determi- 
ned.fo gtue the battcll, Guce cither of the bad iopnen their 
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{whole powers, With the prefence of their pesper perfores: 
bnitill which tine, bet Wwirt them there was but fmail otf- 
ference, forthateitber of them bad greate bopeto bauc 
the bicforte. he ntaht before they fought, Seucrus ¢ Pef- 
fenius were both fadde, and their armics in creafe Watch: 
fo2 as the fafall boure of fight deeive neare(althoug) tbetr 
generous barfes gaue then bope toouercome)thetr mo2+ 
fal bovies Did feare fo Die.At the baeake of Poay al (be caps 
faitics made ready to p battcll:confinually five heures bee 
fore £9¢ charac, both of the one parfe and the otber, they 
played bpd iaftrumétes of muficke, which wo (heir melorp 
bid pealde (uch dolefuinefie.that eractlpit otfronered the 
fo2rowfuli (ucceffe that thouloe folloive tri that cruel! bats 
tell. Dhe hottes bevitig topned the one a the ofber, there 
{was traueried betinirt thé fo cruel a fighf,¢ of euerp parte 
fo traucled fo obtaine the bictozy, $ the dap ended, ¢ p bats 
tell not finitben, Ghat battell was (o bloudie, tuounded,¢ 
of boty partes fomuch contended, p Within the compatte of 
tivo lcagues.there was not tii.foofe of ground, p twas not 
coucred w mans bloude, Z the tivo armies were valiant 
in fighting. furely p tivo princes, theit logdes, were no cole 
arbdes: but in the ende,toben night was come, the Pefleni- 
ans turned their backes: ¢ the whole conclufion tas, that 
Peffenius flevde wounded, and Scucrus remained lode of p 
field, pon an hoale of qreate (wiftnedle,¢ accompanied Ww 
felwe perfons,Peflenius take the way onto Antiochesas 
the enimies did purfue bim,at the dmze of apoore cottage 
there be neither bad time to reff, cither place to bide birt 
felfe, but groucling bpon bis beeatkes,o2inking with a pits 
cher, af a blotve bis entinies cutte off hts bead, his twas 
the fo2rowfull end of Peflenius Niger, bpon whole fepul- 
ture they placed this Cpitap bh; Here licth Peflenius Niger, 
an auncient Romane , whiche in merite was equall 
with the vertuous: but in miffortunes exceeded the moft 

vnfortunate, 
When Scucrus faiwe him felfe aduaunced fo fo great dies 
fopie , and that in all Afia, there twas not one launce 
SC. int 
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in fhe itch again® ban be procured fofease bpott al psin- 
cipall perfons,that bad efcaped from the campe of Peffent- 
us? AND contmannded ist onelp fo kill themvall, but alfe 
tocrecnte them with qreate fozmentes . Many were 
founde in the campeof Peflenins, twobhiche did followe bim 
againtt thetr wiles, tobome alfo Seucrus commaunded 
to be flaine as the refi: tobiche in Dede Iwas rather the 
acte ofa cruell tp2ante, thena verfuous p2ince , Seuerus 
had with him the mother and the fonnesof Peflenius, 
inhome be fente( both mother and fonnes ) banifged onto 
an 4fande. 

All thinges fet in ogder, that twere conueniente for 
the pronifion of the good gouernement of Afia, Seuerus 
moucdfalke among bis motte familiar friendes, fo2 the 
conquelt of the kinge of Parthia, and the kinge of Thes 
bes: not becaufle they belde htm as an enimic, but fog 
that they tuere friendes bnto bis enimie Peffenius , Scues 
rus friendes did connfell him, that by no meanes be Hould 
publi} any intente of warre againtte the kinge of Parthi- 
ans, 02 the kinge of Thebanes ; for $ notiwithanding Pef- 
fenius Was dead in the Catt, Albinius tas aliuein the 
kingdomes of the Welle: and that hee was not fo fure of 
the Empire,but p it toere better counfell fo2 him to feeke 
netve friends, then fo awake olde enimies , Seucrus pealf 
cruelly toith the inhabitants of Antioche, becanfe thep 
had receined and obeped bis enimiePeflenius, and with 
them did not onelp bfe ininrions tuozdes , but alfo did dif. 
charge them of al their aunctent liberties, He Nefpe all the 
Henateurs of Rome, that ts fo fay, fuche as folowen Pef- 
fenius and fooke thename of captaines and Wribunes: ¢ 
of other perfones be fewe but one, and woulde neuer fay, 
ioberfoze but be alone,and none ofber was put fo death, 


CHAP. “UR 


Ofthe Conful Albinius, andhowehe rebelled 
againit Scuerus being in En elande. 
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AMongett the moffe ertreme young gentlemen , that 
“were bredin the boute of the good Marcus Aurelius, 
toete thee, which in thofe Daves were placed for captains 
in the moft famous and daungerons places of the entpire, 
that is to fay, Seuerus tn /Ilyria, Pefleniusin Afia,¢ Al- 
binius in greate Britaine, Mheir Iozde Marcus Aurelius 
had brought them bp foerpert in fcience, fo accufomed fo 
bertues, fo readte inarmes, fo Ckilfull in perilis, and {o 
made dnifo tranels, that ifthey then felues,bad not ware 
red ¢ deltroped them felues,al the two2lo had not bene fufs 
ficient to haue defeated the, Avoue it ts fatd, hot Scue- 
rus came fo Rome to take the Empire, and botve Pefle- 
nius twas ouerconte tt Afia : there refteth nowe to fpeake 
of Albinius, tbo tuas int Britaine : a man in bis life righte 
benturons , and in bis deathe no lefle bnfogtanate. 
Albinius twas natine of Rome, and as fone as be twas of 
age {ufficient , be tas madea Senatour, being of mot 
auntient linage, and did inberiteof bis poedeceftcurs, 
greate ivealth, tobiche be wanted no fkill to conferue, as 
alfo to increafe, and excellently tointoy : for , noftvtth- 
ftanding bis degree twas buta Senatour :petin feruice 
of bishoufe, and bebauiour of bis perfon., be luasafs 
fer § manner ofan Emperour.3n the vayes of the empire 
of Pertinax , Albinius twas fente as capfaine and gouer- 
nour dntoagreate Britaine ; in whiche gqouernement hee 
was very tell loucd, andno leffe feared :fo2 by bis 
greatetuttice be was feared and with bis greafe libes 
_valitiebe tas beloucd . CabenScucrus departed bis 
“to Afia,fo Wwarre with Peffenius, bnderftanvinge 
how renouned the name of Albinius twas thooughsut all 
the Wozlde,and botve tvell liked of fhe Romaine Empire: 
bee greatly doubted fo aduaunce him felfe withthe Ros 
mane Cimpire: and the rather, for that be percetucd the 
priiucipall Romanes ; fo fire theirepes bor Albinius, Ses 
uerus aduifed bim felfe to dfe a cerfaine caufele with Al- 
binius, tbich twas: befoze be departed frd Rome,to write 
puto himints Britaine, aduertifing bim, that be Wwoulo 
sii OD. tit. baug 
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hate bis iclotothip¢ inthe Cimpire, from thence forth fits 
tituling btm Auguftus ¢¢ ftnce his departing to $ warrs 
of Afia, requetting him to fake the charge of the gonernes 
ment of the common wealth .daith thefe and fuche like 
Wordes tobiche bec lente hint, andiwith a letter waiter 
bnto bin, and cerfaine taells twhichbe hee gaue him, Als 
binius O10 endure to be decetued, though veide of all mit 
fruit tobe deceived. 

Albinius bad tnith him anaunetent knight nantes Cye 
pro Albko, who(as té ts repozted) faide bnto Albinius ¢ 
thou art not fo neare a kinfeman, either fo deare a friende 
vuto Seuerus, that without thy requeft, hee will with 
theediuide the Empire: for'that truely, cuen betwixt 
the father and the fonne, it were verie muche: but that I 
thinke hee will nowe be aflured of thee, to the ende when 
hee returneth from the warres to. deftroy thee :be- 
caufe from aman fo noble as Seuerus. is, fo. amorous lét= 
ters, and iuellsfo precious , may not proceede , but 
wraptin malice, Albinius Wwoulve gine no crevit‘bne 
to Cypro Albo ,but opentp did reabde bis letters, ano 
Hewed his tucils: whiche when Seucrus bnderttwde 5 
bcerecetued greate pleafure thereof: and the better to 
funithe bis guile, bee made monepin both their names, 
placing Albinius bis picture inthe Senate. Whe minoe 
ef Albinius being twontie and obtained , tothe ende to 
heloe fafe andfure the kingvomes af Europa, bee departen 
into Afia :.ana fundep fintes-didD: Wife bute Albinic 
us, and net onto the Senate:giuing accompt of iwhiche 
bee had donne ,.and demaundings counfell th that twbiche 
bee mente fo bo, 

Fiffcene monethes Scuerus fapedin the warres with 
Peffenius : ubome,after bee had ouercome and flaine , be 
beterinined todeHrop Albinius;and becaufe bee badno 
occafion, either areate:o2. (mall fo make bim publike 
tvarre, beeaduifen to kilt him by guile. Many Senas 
tours and noble Romanes did tozite bim letters , andats 
fo perfuaded Albinius in tecoztes, that bee thoulde ade 
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crautice bint felfe with the Empire: and tothe fante ende,” 
they div fiueare and affirme bnto him , that although See 
uerus Wwerefarre from bis conntrie, yet witheut compas 
rifon, bee was muche moze distante from their wuilles. 
Lhe cafe was thus, the warres of Afia beeing finithen, 
Seuerus (1 gteate (ect ecie conferred iwith certatnie Purtes 
uantes bp wyame hee twas accutomed fo write letters: 
twbomte be counmaunded fo depatte onto greate Britaine, 
and to prefente their letters opentye buto Albinius: and 
further, to give bint to buderftande, hotwe they had fecrets 
ly tofay bnto bim:and that: if with them hee theulde 
feperate bim felfe , prefently fo kill him = poomifing 
thent, that if they perfourmed that enterpatfe, bee {houla 
make them the greafeft menof Rone. Dee gave then 
alfo a bore of fine popfon , ¢ therew thisinfruction, that 
ifthep miaht not by chaiice difpatch ¢ kil Albinius, bp fuch 
sneane : they (houlde tranell infome meate fo gine him of 
that popfoit, 

Albinius twas groiune fometobat fufpictons of Seuc- 
rus, partely fo2 that fo rarely bee did Wweite drito biim, ana 
alfa becaufe hee was abuertifed , that infecrete bee bfed 
enill peach of him: therefore be liued moze warely, not 
oncly with fuche as bee badtalke , but alfoof bis meate 
Wwhiche bee houtdecate. Whele Parleraunts beeing ar- 
riued ingreate Britaine, delinered thetr letters openly 
tnto Albinius , faving: that they bad to tell biminfecre€, 
and being noWwe it doubt and fufpicion of Scucrus his mats 
ters, becemmaunded thefe urfeuauntes fo be taken, 
and qricuoully tormented: which prefently confeffed, that 
Scuerus fente them, foz none other purpole, but cither 
YS pro o2 with popfon to fake away the life of Albinius. 

D2efenflp Scuerus tas aduertifed ,» Albinius bad fae 
ken, fozmented,and pat to death his Purlevantes: where 
Hppon fallowen, that the one did pnblithe tie other o- 
pen enimies ; and for fnche they erclapmed thent 
felucs in Wwoozdes, deffedinletters, and alfo betered in 
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Seuerus had ateate (o2rotwe , for that Albinius hap: mats: 
fefted him (clic bis entmtesand the greater twas bis qriefe, 

fo2 that bis cnimics made common repozte, that be wonld 

baue Maine Albinius as a cotvarde,and not deale with bint: 
openly as amanofa valiant minde . Seucrus alfo ban 
qreate artefe , ofthe generall reporte of Albinius boatte, 

before ali men tbat woulde beare the fame: of the greate- 
numbers of people and armies of men that did obey him in 
greate Britaine : and muche moze, that did toue and with 
bimin Rome, Seuerusnot able to endure with patience, 
the repogts that ranne of Albinius,aoutfed toaffemble bis 
armtes , Dnto wWwhome hee did fpeake after this mane 
ner, : 


CHAP.X, 


Ofa famous fpeach that Seuerus vttered 
vnto hisarmies,to bringe them in ha- 
tred with his enimie Albinius, 


[T were not iufte, that any prince fhouldebe noted 

vnftable, ifby chauncethey be feene to abhortre at 
one time, that which they did loucatan other time: 
for that {ubiects changing their cuftdes, it is not much 
that Lordes alter their opinions . As muchasa friend 
fhalbe vertuous ,fo mucheand no more, he fhall be 
loued of his friendes : for ifitbeathing commenda- 
ble to loue the good , it is no leffe vituperable to loue 
the euill. Admitting’that princes deale hardly with 
{ome , and fauour others, neither for the oneare they 
ta be praifed, either blamed for the other : becaufe re- 
warde, or punifhmente, is neither giuen or ought to 
be giuen conformable vato princes wills : but agree. 


able ynto the {ubietts merite. Y¢ all ynderftand, how 
Albinius 
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Albinius and I beeing young men, were bred in the 
houfe of the good Emperour Marcus Aurelius: and 
truly, vnto this day , I haue intreated him, notasa 
companion,butas‘a brother : which feemeth no lefle 
true,for that I parted with him the Empire,which fil- 
donie is diuided betwixt thefather andthe fonne. I 
did not onely deale with him as witha brother, and 
with him did parte the Empire: butalfo at my iour- 
ney vnto the warres of Afia, vnto him onely I recé- 
mended the gouernement of the common wealth: re- 
{peéting the poffeflion which I had of him,and the 
confidence which I committed vnto him, when-I did 
truft him with the cOm6 wealth:I would haue parted 
my foule with him, if it had benepartible . Being (as I 
was) wounded in the warres of Afia, and he placed in 
the gouernement of great Britaine: notwith{tanding 
the diftance that was betwixt them, there paffed fewe 
monethes wherein I did not write vnto him,giuing 
large accopt of that which was done, and hideing no- 
thinge ofall that I determined to do: In fuche wife, 
that in him was regiftred.al my triumphs, and he was: 
the hoorde of al my profound fecreats. Betwixt me & 
Albinius , there was neuer any thing y was notcom- 
mon , in my houfe thete was neuer doore fhut againft 
him , the letters which he wrote I did with greate ioy: 
reade, that which he requefted me I alwayes perfour- 
med, whereof he warned meI cuer corrected : final- 
ly he neuer defired any thing of me, that he obtay ned. 
not: and neuer had trauell but I was prefent,and preft 
to fuccour him. Afterall thefe things., his forrowfull 
deftinies woulde,and no leffehath my fortune with- 
out al felicitie perfourmed , that our friendfhip is tur=' 
ned to enimitie,our felicitie ynto treafon, our benefits 
ab Et GE a AN SSO | ae SDR «9 


398 Thelife of the 


to ingratitude , our loue vnto hatred, our communi- 
onto diuorce, our confidence to fufpicion, in fuch 
wife, that at this day. there is nothing {poken more. 
commonly throughout the Romane Empire , but of 
the greate friendfhip whiche wee haue had,and the 
cruell enimitie whiche nowe we haue . That Albini-.. 
us defireth to be Lorde, and procureth tobe. Empe- 
rour,] neither wonder, either is itto be marueled:but 
that which maketh me amafed,is,that I placcing him 
with confidence in gouernement. of the common 
wealth, he fhuld procure to rife or rebell with Rome: 
that (peaking according to the lawe ofa good man, y 
if Albinius had thought to attempte fo foule a dede,if 
Thad requefted him to takethe charge, he oughe 
not to haue cdfented : for there is northe like traitour 
in this world,as he to whom I comitted my houfe,to 
robbe me of mine honour, and f{poile mee of my 
goods. A greater faulte in leffe magiftrates hath Albi- 
nius committed thé Peflenius Niger: for that Peffeni- 
us from thetime that I was elected Emperour, pre- 
fently manifefted him felfe mine enimie:& more,y I 
neuet helde himas my friende, either did heaccepte 
meas his Lord : and to fay that which I had thought 
neuer to haue faide, Peflenius Niger did write ynto 
vs , that if wee would ‘perpetuate the principalitie of 
Afia vnto him , he wouldevtterly yealde vnto ys all 
obedience: and for that we would not graunt it him, 
{peaking without paffion, although he had no reafon 
co rebell, he had occafion to be offended... The matter 
hach not fo paffed betwixt Albinius and me , bur that 
without his owne fute,or any other mannes for him, 
befides the gouernement of Britaine, I gaue him the 
principalitie of al Europe, fent him the enfigne of the 


Empire 
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Empire, commaunded him by proclamation tobe 
intituled Auguftus.& y which is not {mally to be ef- 
temed, I caufed with his image & mine,money tobe 
rauen ,and with mine owne proper handes I placed 
his ftaruie or picture in the Senate. Inrepatmente of 
thefe fo notable benefites, he hath committed an hun- 
dreth thoufand infolences , namely , hee hath muti- 
ned the armies , altered and offended the people, rob- 
bed our treafures , taken our caftels , efcandalized me 
with the Romanes,and nowe of late hath flaine my 
Purfeuaunts:and that whiche gricueth memofte ,is , 
that he made them fay in their tormentes, that which 
neuer wasinmy thought. I hauing flaine the prince 
Peffenius, and beeing, (as I was.) triumphant of the 
fielde , no,man hath to beleeue that I haue fo {mall ef- 
timation of my honour , that he beeing my detected 
enimie, fhoulde-be flaine.in fecrete at my commaun- 
demente. Aa: ; 

Inwhat heart may itbe conceiued, that hauinge 
(as I haue) armies of fo greate power and dexteritic, 
herein-my prtefence, fhoulde procure to kill him with 

oyfon. Forto haue flaine Albinius by treafon , ir 
Toaibaere blame tome, and fhame ynto you, but to 
him glory : for.as his name is renowned , and his 
fame {pread throughout the Empire , his perfon to 
hate beene fo.inuincible,that wee durftinot giue him 
battell asan enimie , but murther him as. tray- 
tours. 

The Godds neuer confent,neither my venturous ’ 
deftinies permit, that the flaunderous renowne ofa 
traytour , whiche hee hath recouered with his e- 
uill life ,fhoulde cleaue yuto mee by his fecreate: 
deathe : for that ( to conclude ) I had rather 
Me Eerie Ape kom oa 23 J holde 
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hholde him as an enimieall the dayes of my life, then 
to fixeany {cruple in my fame. Albinius did fweare 
by the fimulachte of Diana ,not once, but thrice:not 
with onehande 5 but with both handes: notin one 
temple, but in many: for euer mote to holde the gods 
in greate yeneration,the people in iuftice, the temples 
in reucrence,and to me obedience: all which the per- 
iured Albinius hath broken, and neither hath feareor 
fhame for that which he hath done: but I hope in the 
Gods, it fhal not come to paffeas he thinketh, thar is, : 
to die with poyfon: but the time fhall come, that hee 
fhall pay in the fielde,that which he hath {worne in y. 
temple. If this infamous deede had bene done againft 
any particular perfon, they fhould both heareand fee 
throughout the world , theamends that I would take 
thereof: but inas muche asit toucheth none but my 
(elfe,who at this prefent am had in fufpicion, Albini- 
us being held asinnocente, 1t fufficeth that it isnot in 
me,but to aduertife you thereof: and to you it appet- 
taineth to reuenge the fame. In y wartes againft Pef- 
fenius Niger,ye folowed me:in this againft Albinius, 
I will folow you: and I hope in the immortall Gods, 
chat they wil giue you the viétorie:and in my behalfe 


on Albinius wil take vengeance. 


CHAP.XI. 


Howe Seucrus departed from Afia to Fraunce, 
and fought with Albinius and 
flewe him, 
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A OL the inftante that Scucrus had finithed bis fpeach.all 
the army erclaming twithloivae boyees,againe contirs 
ming Scuerus tn the Cmpire, mantfetieds Albinius an ents 
mie bite the Romaine Empire, And foras much as none 
that ivas prefent, bnderfoobe the treafon that Scuerus 
bad atfempted againg Albinius,thep gane bim credtte it 
alltbat be fate: ¢fotn generail they concetuedas greate 
batred again the one, as love vnto the other: paocecs 
Ding no lefle by the pefernce of Scucrus,then bp the abfencs 
of Albinius :fo2 (accozding fo the olde p2ouwerbe ) the ab- 
fent is neuer without blame, nor the prefent without exs 
cufe, WAben Seuerus fatwe that he bad twonue p hearts of 
hisarmies , beereconered nelwe bope fo be renenged of 
Albinius : and to the purpofe be made a generall mutter 
of his men of warre, and founde fenne thoufande ho2fe- 
ment, and rl. thoufand fote men: all tobiche be prefentip 
payde, not onely that tobiche be didowe them: but alfo 
gauc them many andgreate rewardes, adding theretuta 
many faire promifes . Whe fir iournep that Seuerus , 
made, tnas fo befiege Bizantio(fo2 thither the captaines , 


2 


2 


repaired tyat bad efcaped the moetall battatle of Peflenius , 
Niger) and in the ende tote tf, not by fozce, but by banger: ,, 
and hauing the citie bnder his power, be difplaced the buls 


iuozkes , made plaine the fotwers , ouertheetwe fhe , 


? 


Cheaters , (ubuerfeatheir bathes , burnt thetr boules, | 
ftrangled the ftraungers, ¢ tbe natinues be 01d captinate: |, 


finally, be behbaued bim felfe not asa Romane p2ince, bué | 
as a motte crucl ty2ant, | 


With the viches that hee reconered in Bizantio, and, 


3 
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the abounvance twobiche be robbedin other partes, He coms 


niaunded the cities to berepaired, that Peflenius foulst- 


ours badfackt:anocbaracd the fortes to be erected that ‘i 
they bad thoolune powne; andleaning officers neceflaric 
foz qouernement, and menof twarre to defende thoie 


> 


countries , he Departed with areate celeritie bato greate | 


Britaine, with a determined intente to make furious © 


warres again Albinius, ig 
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» Wis nefire was fo difozdinate fo encounter tith Albinius, 
» that he franeled night and day, thicke ant thinne, fonle 
» and faire :and that toberefore they mot blamed him, was, 
» that he neither obferucd the folemme feliuall dapes, o2 
» Had compalieit of the ty2e. raueling on thofe waypes 
» Iohen it frolwed, ma inie times hee Wwas bare headed: and 
» tithe mire, bee woulde trauell one foote s when it rained, 
», bee woulde marche tn bis doublet and bole sand tvanting 
» victnalles, be woulde cate barclep bead: and (as be after 
,, tepo2rted tobe rencnaed of bis enimte, be thought tt all 
,, Wellimployed, Wee fent before him valiant capfatnes,and 
,, men very linht € of qreate (wiftnelle, fo cleare the wayes 
”" ppon the biabie of the mountfaines,and fo defende the molt 
,, perilous places:cbiefly tober be patted the Alpes of Italic, 
,, boubting that Albinius might bauein that place fome 
,, hidden ainbuthe . jRotwe, then Seuerus faive bin felfe 
= and all bis armtesin Gallia Tranfalpina, and that tn fo 
~ longea tourney bee had incountered with no Fumbling 
” blocke: if bufill that time be went with hope,from thence 
~ foorth be marched in certeintie to obfaine dictoie ; fo2 
" the feare twhiche be bad, twas, that bis armie trauelinge 
** poth weary aid fpent, Albinius at thefouden might aif- 
‘i _, couer fo gine him battell. Zn al this time Albinius remats 
” ned inthe Jfle of Britane, twhich nowets Cnglande ; buf 
", prefent! y after bee bnderitmve that Scuerus bad pals 
” fon § Alpes, be bought foorth all bis arntic out of p Zfle,¢ 
” fente fhent into Fraunce, rather fo befende the frontiers, 
” then twithout any commaundement fo make fwarre : bee 
., caufe Seuerus twas fo fouden in bis arriuall, § be was then 
” in Fraunce, tube they belicued him not to be Departed from 
” Ttalie, Udith areat (peede Albinius Did twzife Onto the cte 
> tig attopning,requefting their belpe fo2 money,and come 
” manndina them to be ftronge and baltant in bis feruice,of 
” thon ntante Difobeped, and other rebelled again im: 
» notiwithitanding, they all confeffed, that they rather pid 
” t€ fo2 Feare of the potencie of Scucrus, then fo2 the hatred 
” Whiche they din beare bnto Albinius, Wutin the enve, 
the 
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the tuo armies beeing ioyned, andail the cities dinived » 
inte parctalifies , encrp day betiwivt then there was ins » 
counters, anddaily meetings to (hirmifhe : and fo2 the , 
mofte parte, the fouloiours of Scucrus Departed swith 
booker yeades, and Albinius hig bandes returned bictos 


rious. 


Chey tranerfen on acertaine vay (0 furtous a fkirmifh, 4 


that it tas neceffarie Seuerus fhoulde come foo2th armed 


onto the (ante : and as bee was not able fo make hts fouls , 


3 


2 


viours fo retire , neither conffraine bis enimies to fie, © 
thinking to enter tohaue parted the fray, bee was beged ‘ 


fo fightin bis owne perfor: in lwhiche fight be received fo 


greatea blowe twith a plummette ofteade, that bee was . 
feld dotone to thegrounde , and lay foz deade fo longe © 


{pace , that many did kifle the andes of bis fonne Geta, as ” 


Gmperour , After Seucrus hadefcaped tbat daunger, 


and tuas cured of bis wounde tn create fecrecie be called” 
into bis prefence cerfaine Sorcerers and Anchanters that ° 
bee brought with him, both requetting , thoeatening, arid ° 
promiting themmanie thinges tf ter twoulde fell btm’ 
the ende of thofe warres:. for if bee Mhouldebe sonque-° 
rour , bee woulve profecute the fame: and if bee fhoulbe ; 


e 


be onercome, be woulve returne ints Italic. Whe Do2- * 
cererg and Snchaunters anfwercd , that bis armie fhould ’ 


receiue greatebarte, butin the ende bis entmie Albinius 
houloe be suercome sand that bec fhonloc not obfainein 


this cafe, that tobich be defired, that is to fay,fo-kel! Albi- ’ 


nius With bis olwne handes s but that bee Goulue tee him 
peade befa2e his eyes. Whe tenth of March, Seucrus recet- 


ued this anfwere of bis Inchanters, and prefently on the ° 


nert day, be foe mufter ofall bismen, comm undinge 
thent to (hooe their boafe, and amend thetr armour : and 
the third Dap bee gaue battell buts Albinins , neare toa 
citie named Lugduno , whiebe notwe in Fraunce ts cal 
icy LionsSonarona , iwhiche on bothe fides was fo cys 
tremely contended, that agreate parte of the Day tt miqhe 
- not be knotone, bute twhomte the bictogic tuoutd incline, 
Gpen 
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» When al the day was paffed,and darke twithin night, 
» the one army fighting with the otber,in the ende Albinius 
» {yasoucrcome . SZ bis battaile was fo bloudie, that of 
» fo qreate a number of people.as both the boaftes nid con- 
» feitte , there efcaped not aman, that was not flaine in 
» the fielde,o2 returned bite bis tenfe buivounded, Albini- 
> us temainedfto keepe the cifte, andfent bis capteines to 
» auc battaile, whe becing beaten out of the fielde, the 
2, Seuerians enfred tnfo the citie, fpopling goodes, burning 
» Doufes, andfayina people . Seuerus had a captaine nae 
;, med Letus, fobhiche was the caufe of the conquett of that 
,, Battcli: for p Scuerus bis fouldiours beeitig in a manner 
, Ouerconie , and Seucrus ready and prekk fo flic, he relieucd 
, Che battell tuith a freth banve of fouldtours : Letus of {kill 
4 and tnduffrie wouldve not fight that day, bntil be fawe Ses 
,, uerus fledde, and alfo fall from’ bis bozle :- thinking , that 
,, (fF Seuerus thoulde die 02 be flaine, and bee ouercomminge 
,, and conquering the battell, fo aduaunce binilelfe with 
,, {be Romaine Empire, Severus twas not tgnozant of the 
,, Sodflernice whiche bis capfaine had done bimat that ins 
,, fant, either did he bide the intente toberewith be pers 
,, fourmend the fame : fo2 tubiche caufe the warres beeing fie 
‘ nithed, be commaundend bis beade fo be cut off:not fo2 that 
. twhiche hee did, but foz that tobich be tuoulde haue done, 

04 When the Seucrians deffroped the citie of Lugduno, 
” among the refte they fete the fo2rowfull Albinius, 
” tubo fo flaine they brought nfo Seuerus, commanuns 
” ding te catte off bis beade, and fo difnember and manale 
” bis bodice all to pieces : tubiche becing Done,be riding bpon 
” arough boofe,all to trampled the body of Albinius,twhiche 
” jas backt and bewed fo mamocks. Ailmen that bes 
” beloe Scucrus ble fo greate inbumanifie with the booy of 
” Albinius, tuepte and allmen that bearbde the repoate 
” thereof, twere efcandalised,and not without greate 
” veafot, foz The office of a prince of mofte perfeéte 
: piste » is , topardon the liuinge, and to bury the 
” deade. 


Seucrus 
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Seucrus treading and trampling the bovie of Albinius(at - 
fer the maner cfa fierce Lien) bis hozte grewe fearefull, ” 
and gaue bim fo {heetode a fallagaintt.the grounde, that” 
he remained a great (pace alfonnied and in difmay,in {uch * 
Wife, that be miffed verie narrotely, peefently fo baue ~ 
paide with life, fo enorme aniniurie. hele matters bes * 
ing finithed, Scucrus difpatched bis Purfeuaunts into all ” 
partes, with the nelwes of this bictozie: andthe bead of ” 
Albinius bnfo Rome,and bis botic, as it tuas allfo pieces ” 
troaden, trampled and dyalwen , be commaunded tobe ” 
thoowenintothe riner Rhodanus, fo the ende that as be ” 
bad faken away bis life, fobp no meanes any micmtozIe ” 
(ould remaine of Albinius a 


-CHAP.XII. 


@ Howe after the death of Albinius, Seuerus 
returned to Rome, and there 
flewe many. 


SEuerus not fatiffied twith Maying his enimie Albinius, - 
treading bis bodie bnbder bis beetle fete, cafting the pies ” 
ces thereofinto the riuer Rhodanus, and fending bis bead ” 
tnto Rome to be fet in the pillosie: but commaundedferch ” 
to be made fo2 the bodies of all the noble Romans, twbich ” 
had beene Haine in the fernice of Albinius : and fo2 that be ” 
miaht not chaflice them in tine of their life, he adutfed to ” 
bituperate and defile them after their death, canfing their ” 
bodies fo be Dzalwen, cut inpteces, and burnte: fome ” 
thooiven into riners , fo the ende they thould never moe ” 
appeare: and otherfome bnto bealtes fobe devoured . Zn ” 
all cities that recetued, obeyed, 02 fuccoured Albinius 03 ” 
bis fouldiours, Seuerus bid greate burte, robbing their » 
gods, and punifbing their perfons. Wante cities and peo » 
ple mane their ercufe, faying, they bad not ferued 02 fol » 
lotwed Albinius, fo2 that they bad a defire foto no: but bes » 
‘caule thep twere not fuccoured of Scucrus, and pet ceafed » 
| Gt. not 


306 The life of the 


« not fo chafttce and robbe them. Albinius had tha fonnes, 
<< adAUgHEer, and a Life, generousin bloud and beautifull 
« Of face, Yobole Chote with bis chilozen be commannded fo 
« becutt, and their bodies alfo to be caft info the riuer Rho-z 
« danus , Andas Albinius twas of greafe power inall the 
«. mpire of Europe, and of him felf berie gratious, liberal, 
«, valtanf, and noble minded: fo tia manner all the nobles 
« Of Spaine and Fraunce, bad followed bis parte alike: the 
«, th2otes ofall tobich, Scuerus (after the battatle) cOmaun- 
«, ded tobe cuff; and though be Aetoe the fathers, pet he nid 
., hot therefoze pardon the twife and chilozen , Albinius 
« Dis inife and bis child2en being Maine, anderecution done 
¢, bpon all perfons that followed his opinion: Seucrus aps 
_, Plved all their gods and riches , fo bis otone chamber, 
-, Which were fo great,and of{uch balue, thatit teas doubs 
tedivbetber any Cmperour had ever attained bnto the 
"like, De poninces of Spaine and Fraunce being ordered, 
“ and five goucrnours placed in areate Britaine, Seuerus 
“ Departed tnto Rome, and led twith bint all bis armie : not 
* fo2 that, inal! Italic he had any enimie bent againt bim, 
“ bre to terrifie fhe common tuecalth of Rome. Scuerus of. 
* bis olune naturall inclination was fo quarelous, pronde, 
“ Drqutet , blondie, anddoubffull , that although be has 
“ peace, pet be tuoulde goe altwayes after the fathion of a 
“ warrtour. Scucrus toas receined with ateate ioye of the 
“ Romanes, although moft cerfeiniy many of them fteone 
“ tgreate feare , for that they bad twithed that Albinius 
might baue prenatled , whereof Scuerus had certeine its 
“ felligence : tubofe condition was foharde, that to aiuea 
* cruell chaficement, a (nnall occafton twas (ufficient . fe 
“ fer that be had biftten the areat temple of lupiter, be dis 
 pided amongtt the capteines that follotved in the warres, 
* many telwels and greate riches : and further, gane them 
“ certeine libertics, which is to tweete, that they might wear 
“ rings of golde bpon their fingers ,and entertaine Courtice _ 
« fans totthin their houfes. 3t was nofmall gricfe onto the 
« Romanes, that Seucrushad aiuen fuch liberties tuto bis 
“ men of warre ; faping, that from thenceforth fo2 ne fo 
rs . gate 


at 
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Weare tinges of golse, they woulde {pende their otune, ¢ ., 
robbe others: and fo ble concubines in their boufes, would ,, 
canfe diffention amongell the people, and allo debtlitate ., 
their perfons. Jn Rome there was a Conful named Clau- ,, 
dius, which bad bis picture placed tn the Senate , ¢ was ,, 
patfed befoze all the people with a publique D2atton fo2 ,, 
bis luoztbte acfes Bone in Afia : whereof Seucrus take ,, 
greate defpight, becaufe this Claudius foas kinfman one ,, 
fo Albinius, Seuerus did rot knowe how to be reuenaed ,, 
of the Senate, but publiquely by proclamation,conimmaun ,, 
Ded(bpon paine of death) that al men (ould call Commosz ,, 
dus a Ood; fo confirmation whereof,be did not only place ,, 
bis picturein the Senate, to the end thep (houldreuerenice ,, 
bim, but alfoin the temples fo be adored. Do commanno ,, 
fhe Romanes fo adoze ¢ reucrence Commodus, ag one of 
the Gods, being (as he twas) the twm2tt ofall men, tt was 
bnto them fo qrieuots fo beare,¢ fo barde fo perfourme , 3, 
they determined, not fo go fo the church, cither to offer fas, 
erifice bnto their Gods: becanfe no parte thereof Hould be 
allotted bnto the God Commodus . Seuerus bppona pave . 
iuent onto the Senate,¢ made there along and fruculent | 
Deatton, wherin, after be bad fpoken many theeateninge . 
g talictous tem2ds,he commannded cerfeine Ictters tobe | 
read, which be found amongft Albinius t2itings, made by ,, 
many Confuls, Senatours,¢ ofber gentlemen among p | 
people, bnts Albinius, offering bim their perfons,fending ,, 
their quds, ¢ that be Mould not be vifmats in thofe tvarrs: 
fo2 that in the contmon Wealth be was much defiren, The. 
reading of thete letters being ended,be commaundedthens | if 
peelently fo be tozne:¢ fo2 the time din difemble the mats | 
fer,o2 fo fay better, otd deferre the chafkifemét: fog p after 
inardes, as tocll of fuch as toere ablent,as of thein i ere | et 
pretent,be take fo great reuengement sp as p treats were | 
bathed in bloud,} fields filied 16 carcales, § wayes (catte- if 
red wuith quarters,¢ the pillozics befet with beades: they 
faive in Rome, # Silla was reuiuer,¢ Nero was tof dead, | ie 
Benerus made a memoziall of all the ele met, valiant, ‘ 
4g ‘ Gif, p 
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« of power, that tere in all the Cmmpire : the areafer parte 
«« Lohereof be charged fo haue bene the feruauntes, friends 
«< 02 fanourers of Lulianus, of Niger,o2 elfe of Albinius, bis 
«c moztall enimies : for {wbich cavfe, of free men,be made 
«. them flaues: of logdes, feruauntes: of riche , poze; and 
« alfo of living, Dead men: in fuch wife , that be fewe mas 
« ny, not fo2 offences tobich they had conmiiffed, but to rob 
« them of their qwmds,iwbich they bad gatbered togeatber, 
« Severus fleive fome, with fome reafon, ¢ others bpon {mal 
« occafion: but all thefe tobich follotwe, be killed twithont alt 
cc reafon 02 occafion: that is to fay, Munius, Sellius, Claudi- 
«: Us, Bitalius, Papianius, Elius, Iulius, Lolius, Aurelius, 
«, Antoninus, Pofthumius, Sergius, Fabius, perils + A 
«, mufsius , Caf perius, Sey onius , Sulpitianus » Coceyus, 
«, Eru€us, Afsilonius, Claudius, Honoratus, Petronius, 
y Pedeaiume , Ceftus, Aurelianus, "Materia Tia ns, Albi- 
-. nius , Cerelius, Fauftinianus, Herenius, Valerius, Nobi- 
« us, Arabianus, Marcus, Fabatus. @Dhefe men were 
« qlozious, both of bloud ¢ alfo fo2 noble de&des ¢ riches: foz 
« they were either Confuls,Cenfozs, B2ef028, Senatours, 
« Cotles, Lribunes, 02 capteines: whole qads he tmployeo 
., not bute the publique freafurie, but Did tncozpozate bnto 
.. bis patrimonte, fo2 him felfe to intop the dapes of bis oluns 
«, life, ¢ to leans bute bis chilozen after bis death. Seuerts 
_, defamed Cincius an aunctent Conful, affirming , that be 
iM "bad procured popfon fo kill him, wherfoze be commaunded 
.. bim fo be flaine : but the fracth being knowen as Severus 
__ afferivars repo2ted, but $ Cincius did much delight fo goe 
«, on bunting, ¢ had a fine peark to bill the Boze ¢ other bez 
«, Herie in the mounfaines. Wecommannded alfo Narciflus 
"_ to be caf Onto p Wpons, who at the requefl of Martia chose 
. Red Commodus: ff fas nothing to commannd them fo be 
". flaine, buf ¥ with bis otwne eyes be would bebold them ers 
._ ecuted, which toas wont fo be fo ftraunge tuts Romaine 
-. patnees, that they neuer tfed fo {ee any perfon put fo deth, 
_, heitber fo much asin the cifte to be refivent:but they tied, 
” if any {uffered, Co rine 02 go fozth on bunting. ri ae 
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CHAP. XIII, 


© Howe Seuerus returned into Afia , and cone 
quered many prouinces. 


A Fter that Seuerus had conquered and flaine thee Cin- 
*“perours, that is to fape, Julianus in Rome, Niger tn 
Afia, and Albinius in Fraunce sit femed onto him, tbat 
finee he had chafficed and friumpbes oucr the Romans, be 
ought alfo to make bis name qlogious amcngeil the Bar- 
barians: becanfe allthe warres that be belde tuto that 
Dave, were more fo make him felfc Lobe of the commen 
wealth, then to magnifie bis namic, Seuerus adutfed hint 
feifetoqoinbis otpne perfor fo make warres luith the 
Parthians, the ocscafton of tubich enterp2ife twas; fo2 that 
the king of Atrenoes bad fanoured p parcialitie of Niger, 
but bad oeferred the renengement thereof, fo make cons 
queff of Albinius being in great Britain, Zf Seucrus in this 
cafe had taken the opinion of the people, cither the couns 
fell ofthe Senate, be woulve neither baue taken thofe 
qwarres tit hande, 02 made accompe of the iniurie: becaule . 
at that tints, thofe kingdomes were neither fricndes 02 
foes with Rome, Anvas the Romans twere fatigated ¢ 
fy2cd with wares ,fo they were confented (fo2 the time) 
to cealfe the recoucrine of them fo2 their bafals,to obtcit 
tiem fo2 quict enimies, Scucrus departed tuto Afia, and 
nithe Way twould fir take the kingdde of p higher Armes | 
nia , whereof the king of Armenia being aduerttled , and. 
that became toith anarmic of fo greate potwer, andio de- 
ferinined fo take bis kinadome, niet him bppor the way, 
not arntepas a manof inarre, bat clad {with the gate 
ments of peace: bis truce being fet Downe With Seuerus, 
nrefently be qaue him mticd money, aNd offered fo fends 
bin fuccour: fo2 the accontplifoment brberof,be Delincred 
tute Scuerus bis tivo formes in pletae : Scucrus bid not 
onely confirme bitin bishingoome, but alfo fooke bins 
Uti, brider 
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tnver his protection. Whe affaires of Armenia being dil 
patched, Seucrus departed foluardes the kingtontof Hof- 
droenos, whole king was named Anguaro , bothe crated 
and lame, but pet nofole: for be badfuch Chul fo reconer 
the gad twill of Seuerus, that he nettber apimnitfed bintias a 
bafiall, fake no money, Demanded no beilages , 02 bid 
bis countrte burt, but receined him to bis familiar friend: 
{hip, and made bint a confederate with the people of 
Rome, Pauing patled the kingnome of Hofdroenos, Se- 
uecrus cnfredtbelandes and countries of Albanos , and 
being then the moneth of Apa, and (pring tune, be founde 
the fielnes full of fowers and grafic, and commaunded bis 
Ho2Mes for the {pace of fifteendapes to be fedde,and bis ars 

_ wie fo be recreated and refrethed:becaule bis hoes were 

> growen leane , andbis menty2cd. Scuerus beeing des 

>» parfedfront the fieltes of Albanos, enfred the countrie 

»» of Arabia Felix , iubere they found that, which they found 

+» Not ittall the kingoomes of the worlde: namely, the tres 

», that bare the pecious Aromatike fpices, and the boughes 

» tohereof they aatbered the moft fine and ercellent baulme. 

» Seucrus facked all fhe fotunes of Arabia Felix, cuf dotone 

» their ficldes , fpopled and oppefied all people, andas be 

» after wardes fatde, he would not baue entred therein: fo2 

>» that being (as tt tyas) fo riche,foiopfull, pleafant, anddes 

» lectable: but becaufe be found bim felfein greate cumber, 

» to luithdzatve bis foulotours from thence : for that thep 

> fel€ them felucs moze delighted With the bices of Arabia, 

» then with the basartes and daungers ofthe warres. 

» Pauing patles the delectable countrte of Arabia Felix, 
Scucrusentred the countrie and kingdont of Athrabanos, 
againt iwbhole king peiricipally be made that tourney, 
Athras Wuas a great citie, fituaten bpon the top ofa mot 
Dich Hill, and chiefett citic of all the kingvomte: and fo2 that 
cauile Was named the kingvome of Athrabanos, Seucrus 
{vent prefently to the liege thereof: but as the bing bad tit 
clofen him felfe therein, with areat readinefle and p2out- 
iow, the wall being rong, thecitierockye, the people 

Wwatre 
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Wwarrclite , and furnihed with munition and bicfuals: 
(mail was the burte that Seuerus tid bnto them wt hi, 
but which the Romans recetucd was bery greate. Gnd as 
Senerus gaue forth no other bauite, wher be came frore 
Rome, but to be reuenged of the Athrabanos, be perfour- 
sted that Wwarre (o eractly, that there toas no Daye buf be 
battered fhe cifie of Athras , and occupied bis twarlike 
eligits, Deuifed and peactifed all manner fights and offene 
ces, that night be againG the entinic, and the mofte Notts 
ficp Romans, that there oid not notifie them felues; but it 
the ende, might neither take the fame, either a3 imucbas - 
a capteine, 02 onerthzotv ore windolwe, Thole that were ” 
befiegsd within that citie,to tet with herr enimics , tped ” 
herp fubtily, little earthen pottes , Ontoa kinde of by2des ” 
like buto Crowes, which fying ouer the armies of Seue- ” 
rus, let fall their pottes bpon their pates : by Wwhich ict ” 
marty bad their beades beoken:but niuch. moe were the ” 
Romans defpighted, to confiver botve littice they aio els ” 
téeme them, not fighting with them in armour , but with ” 
poftes, andtankardes.. Whe ape of that mounfatne was ” 
erie fubfile, the waters verie thinne , fruitesin great as 
Loundaunce, ad the Sumne veric boat, and the grouns)s 
-fometovat movi: by tobich occafion Seucrus bis whole 
campe fell ints the difeafe of thefluye, and there Died ae 
mongett the reft feucn notable captcines, fino of Seuerus 
confiits, anda little baftardefonne , iwbich all men likes 
{wife thoucht to be bis coufin: but by bis gteate fozroive ¢ 
feares, be Difcoucred the chiloe tobe of bis otone proper 
flefhe. | 
Seuerus confivering the citieof. Athras fo beinerpug? 
nable, the people therein innincible , and bis campe alfo 
Weakened through qreate fickenefle , aduifed fo raple bis 
fiege, befose bis arntie were btterip loft, twbich be DiD,not 
Without greate griefe, and no leffe delpight » being as be 
was, giuen bntofomany triumpbes , and hictozies , be 
thoundt bin felf vaquithed,fince be minh not oucrcomes: 
but fortune § naturally difcouercth ber felf fo be bartable, 
: OLY, tis: 
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the bicferie Iuhich (hee denied Seuerusin fighting , hein 
bis fight aaue aftertwardes moze largely. We cafe was 
thus: that failing onthe Sea with all bis armie, tt twas 
bis chaunce tocnceunter witha tempelt, and bemg fo2s 
ced fo follotwe the difpofition of the tveatber, and notas 
bis tear vefired, thep brought bim to riuers of the kings 
ome of Parthia, nof thae leagues diftant from the qreate 
citie of Tefiphont, toherethe king was further entred 
into feating, then compatied toith armour. Seuerus ens 
trevinto the ficloe of Tefiphont, committing fo greate 
fyoilcs androbberies, thatbe put the people irifo qreate 
feare, which as Scuerusdidtake at the foudeine and tne 
{vares, and being amazed , neither able fo faye 02 aut- 
(were, tithey tocre temaunded : for that to fipe they 
had no time, and torefitt they bad no force: ¢ that whiche 
{was wort cf all, fo make agreement, it eas not in their 
handes: neither might they enoure to fubmitt themfelues 
bnto the Romans. Seuerus arriving at Tefiphont div 
fubuertit onto the creund, flelwe al that made refiftance, 
and did captinate man, tooman, and childe : be fwke al the 
treafure and riches, bothe of the citte and ropall palace: fe 
nally all the countrie, treafure , g@ds and perfons came 
,, tothe handes of Scucrus,ercept the king Arthabanus,twho 
,, eecaped on boofcbacke. Scucrus led With him cervfeine fhil- 
,, full painters , which as be went tranetling, they went 
_ dualwirig and painting, all tities, caffels , riners, mout- 
_, eaines, nations, kingdomes, and proutnces, by ¢ theoughe 
” which be paffed: and all the battels and bictozies whiche 
” hebad mabe andobtcined. Seuerus fent agreate Ambafs 
Cane tnts the Senate and people of Rome, twith tobome 
be fent many captinues, much riches, and the tables tobers 
in bis bictozies were (ef cut at large: the Romains gaue 
areate thankes tnto the Oods,and alfo areate pratles bie 
fo Scuerus: althcuah moffe truc, that all men were plea- 
{cd tnith the bictozies, but tvould not, that they MHoulde 
haue beeite obfeined by Scucrus . Departing from the 
kingdonte of Parthia, he dintved amonge® bis asa 
tha 


Emperour Seuerus. 31) 
ay 


that he bad taken from the Parthians; and fo2 hinlelfe res ” 
ferucd nothing but that tobtch be fent buts the Senat,and ” 
a ring of Vaicorne,a tobite parat o2 popingap.and a green ” 
borfe:the which thinges be toke not for their valuc.butia2 » 
the ftraungnes of their colours, Seuerus came though the » 
kingdome of Paleftina, andgauethem many laters cons » 
fornable onto the laives of the Romanes: commaunding >? 
bppon patne of death, that nene Mould namie bimfelfe a» 
Few, either call hunfelfea Chztthian, 02 obferue the lawwe » 
of Chriftians. From Paleftina became theough Aflyria, 
onto the cifie of Alexandria, wwihere alfo be placed new cus 
fomes,and aifo made netwe laives, which be caufed fhent 
to w2ite and obferue: botwbeif,thep endured but the life of 
Seuerus : fo2 after bis death, they did not onelp beeake 
them,but alfo burnt the tables tuberin they were wetter. 


CHAP. XIII, 
@ Of Seuerus his fonnes, and of their 


euillinclination, . i 


"T Be kiniges that were enimics being overcome, neiy cis 
federation made with old friends, andall fhe prouinecs 
of Afia refozmed,be caine bnto Rome,and as the Romans 
Had prepared the Parthicke triumph, be might not enter 
friumpbing: fo2 that be came fo tucake of a quartane, and 
fo lame of the qoute, that be might neither indure the chas 
rioft, o2 fuffer the intertainement of the people. Af had 
chaunced tonone of P Romane Empire,as tt fogfuned one 
fo Scuerus, that ts to fap, that bad laine fo many princes, € 
obtepned fo many bicoies, andpet never entered triume 
pbhing info Rome: twhich was not fo2 bis demerits, o2Ke4 
pugnancie of the Romanes: but fo2 bis thace firfl bico2tes 
He might not triumpbe , becaufe they toere Romane p2ttys 
ces, and tobis other vidogies of Afia bis bifeale gaue tity 
pediment, 
Scuerus had tivg legitimate fonnes, f clocr twas nan 
Daiiid= 


1.0, 
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Baflianus, fhe offer Geta, tobe notinithtanding they were 
brothers in bloud vet were they much different in conditte 
ons, which infirmitie twas net onelp manifefted in thetr 
infsncte : for fhatin thetr chilvith playes thep could neuer 
« aNre,cifher ta toctghfte affaires peld one confent.Zf was 
<< Much noted amongeit (he Romanes,that p tino beetberne 
« being but chilozen, might neucr agree in their chilaithe 
<< playes anv deuites, that is to fay,in making boufes of clay, 
«. ronning af bate, dining topps, meating frawes,trilling 
.. the botwle, friking thedzumme, and other fuch like chile 
« bithe frifies . What the one selighfed, the otberlothed: 
.. that tobich the eloer affirnted , the pouncer denied: andif 
.. if happened their tutours fo commaund them to play toe 
wether, ifthe one did Wwinne,and the other lwfe,thep. tare 
.. their baire, (cratched theirfaces, tobhtrled tones, tracke 
., with their filkes, in (uch wile , that asfrom their fet 
<. and face they dane blond, and rent off their lockes, fo thep 
.. feemed rather to bill eche other as entmies,then fo tei as 
., baetbeen, 
¥t was no (mall qriefe bnfo Seuerus, tohen be tnders 
Emde of the cui! condition of bis fonnes,and that alluapes 
thep were dinided amongett themfelues , tobo franelied 
(by al meanes poflible)to bing them to confo2rmitie, wbich 
he micbt neuer (by any meanes) bing to paffe,altboughe 
be requefted: either weulothey obey, although be coins 
rraunded: foo bis (onnes were fo torlfall, that they ceafed 
not to erecute their owne tills, notwithtanding their 
fathers aentle fate, c2his ertrame commanndement. 
Scucrus alfa bad a brother famed Geta, a perfon of oreat 
bolonete, and Wwarrhke, whe in all warres followed Seuc- 
rus, andi? Severus bad gantie thouabies , truly Geta bis 
thouahtes were not bumble: fo2 he helde tt for mowk cere 
fatne; that onto him Seuecrus houid leane the Cmpire, 
Wefioes that Geta was baliannt and warrlike,fo luas be 
alfo quilefull and diligent, that is to fay, in ferutng Sene- 
rus, conitenting the Senate, and pleating the people, zh 
q y ge. 
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- She hatred and boabbling that patted bet ivirfe Baflia- 
wus any Geta bis coulins, dfuallp bee reported tt bite all 
sien, ii fuch tole, that Geta fuppofed to obteine by guile 
the Gmpire,that Seucrus bad gotten with armies. Scuc- 
rus well trderfeode, bolve Geta wente thus anglings 
fo2 fhe Curpire, and therein fo take alwaye ail occaficns, 
in the fourth veareof his Cmpire, going agatnft Albini- 
us, a€ that fiimein the citte of Millaine, befoge bee pated 
the Alpes, bee created bis elder fonne Cefar,and bis pouns 
ger Conlul: wbereuppon acertaine Capitaine fatd bus 
fo Scuerusiit twetl {eemeth Scuerus, thou reniembefk not 
the difpleatures that Baflianus and Geta thp fornnes bane 
none thee , either the ferutce which thy beetycr Geta hath 


performed on thy bebalte. 


{lo this Scuerus aunfiweared, if well appeareth that 
thou fpeakett by bearefaye, rather then by anye erperis 
ence tobichbe thou batt inthis cafe: for, as thou batie no 
boothers , cither batt beene married to bane any chilo2en, 
no moze knowell thou., iwhat oiferenee of loue is bee 
ftwirte the oie and the other: jfo2 J gtue Co buver anode, 
that witbout all comparifon, wee fathers bose moe loue 
the thivartes of oure chilozen, then the lerutce of oure 


b2ethen, 


he eloer brother twhiche was named Ballianus,chane 
ged bis naie,and commanded all men fo call bint Anto- 
ninus Aurelius, tn the memtozie of Antoninus Pius, and 
of Marcus Aurelius: becaufe thefe Wemces were berye 
glozions in their tives, and in their Common twealthes no 


lefle beloned, 


_ When Scuerus returned from the twarres of Parthia, ,» 
bis fcnnes Baflianus and Geta tere then men: and fo2., 
that bee buderftoode fhat the Romanes were thereof then ,, 
bery doublfull,bee requeffed his formes, that notivtthitan: 
pinge the bariaunce betiwirte themfelucs, they woulde 
be in peace wth the people: but Heretvith mighfe bee 


not fame the condition of the young men, either perfuade ‘i 
thet to be in friendthippe with the Romanesifozas much 


ag yee’ 
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« ag he foldered With bis cod twoo2d3, fo much did thep efea- 
« palise inith their lewd femzkes. Seuerus finding bimfelfe 
s iuferted With infirmities,compated with enimtes,and bis 
« fonnes fo cutll inclined, was alivayes fat , penfine,melane 
« cholic, and (ita manner ) in defpaire: not onely doubting, 
« they twoula dintinith the effate toberein be lett them, but 
« alfolofe the honour which they dtd tnberife, Seuerus confi 
« pering the dailp complaints made of bis fonnes tn the See 
« nate,and the continual difpleafures tbich they qaue bim, 
« agutfed to banifge them the Vices and pleafures of Rome: 
« the one bee fent into Germanic, the ofber info Panonia: 
« but ifthep Were enil in bis prefence, thep were much 
« {yozfe in his abfence : for that afozetime,bythetr fubtedis 
« on, they abfteinen from fome vices, but afterwards With 
« libertietbep committed all mifebiefe. The parents that 

with their owne hands,and in their owne houfes,may not 

frame vertue in their children, will hardly atteine it at the 

hands of others: for that vertue is not obteyned in feeking 

{traunge countries, but in the amendment of old errours, 


CHAD. “aye 


@ Of a favoured feruaunt of Seuerus 
named Plautianus. 


F f2 the dayes of the Empire of the gad Marcus Aureli- 
us, there came from Africa bnfo Rome,a gentlema nas 
mcd Plautianus, poe, blind tn fabtcraftie and fubtile i 
condition: and being (as bee teas) mutinons and quarels 
ling, and toherefoeuer be foent, moutng fonte debate,Mar- 
cus Aurelius commannbded him fo be banifgen Rome: fo2 
he was a prince of fuch patience,that be fuffered not wt bis 
conson tecalth a man that tuas bificus,o2 anp poung ma 
that ioas quareilous, Plautianus being banifhen Rome, 
Departed onto the carrifons of [lyriar and from thence als 
fo being cafte as afeditions perfon, repaired at laff, inte 
the company of Seucrus,of iwbome be tuas berp iuell ae 
Died, 
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pled, and alfofonouredjand tn all thinaes placed abouc all 
sien? fome faid that itimas pone cf Seuerus, fo2 fhathe 
Wwas of his countrie 3 fome foo Kindzed, and fome Durtt fay 
that be ferued not enely fo2 martiall afapees, but alfo ta 
pobimfernicein thecbamber. After that Seuerus came 
tobe Emperour,be aaue fo great credite tuto Plautianus, 
and fo fridly dtd follow his counfell , that be neither read 
ictter, but hee did fee if, 02 figned commiffion that be libed 
not, either gauc any relwardthatbecraucbnot . nthe 
Henate,be was placed in the mott honourable feate:twhen 
be came fo2th into Rome, all the Gentlemen did accompaz 
nic him: when he came cut of bis heute, all Cmbafladours 
did attend on him: in time of warre,all captaines {ued Dire 
tobinr: iffbere were playes and patties, they wereals 
Wayesreprefented before his palace: if they had fo giue o2 
receiue anp monep,all did pafle through bis hands: in fuch 
Wife,that if was neuer (ene in Rome,that any man withs 
out the title ofan Emperonr, enioyedfo great poztion ofp 
Empire, Plautianus naturally was provd,ambitious, ces 
uefous, and crucll sand the moze to thee bis fiercenelffc, ” 
crueltie, ¢ magnificence, he alfvayes bad adzatonefivo2d ” 
boone befoze him: and toben be patted thaongh the treats, ” 
bee would that none thould dare fo bebold him in the face, ” 
but cafk done their eyes tothe ground: and when be ” 
frauclled tpon the Bap, bebad alivayes one that went bes ” 
fo2e, to tue foarning fo all perfons fo aiue way, tobere be ” 
fhould pafle ; in {uch wile, that bee neither twonld bebold ” 
ftrauncert's,cither be feene of the countrienatiues. 

Scucrus gauein reluard dnto Plautianus,the gends of al 
perfons that toere condemned and confifcate in the Cm 
pites and as bee twas ofa greedic andronetous nature , fo 
thep were infinite that be caufed fo be Maine in p Empire: 
not becanfe thep had fo deferued, but fo2 their qads twhich 
they potfeffed, 

he elver fonne of Seuerus named Baflian9, being come 
foripe bnoerftading,and perceining bol al thinas trent, 
Was greatly grecucd,to fe Plautianus baue fo great Agta 
tn fhe 
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in the qonernement of the common toealth: and Plautia- 
nus prefently finding p hatred of Baflianus, pracifen with 
Seuerus fhat Baflianus fhould marrie with bis onlp danghs 
fer: and incotinently,fhe elder fone of Seuerus Mas mars 
ricd buto the dauqhter of Plautianus. Plautianus bebols’ 
ding hinfelfe not onelp the alone fauoured, buf alfo father 
inlatve twith Seucrus, it fenten bnfo bim but a trife to be 
2.020 of the whole wold: and moft traly,Plautianus in. 
beaping honour bpon honour, and effate bponeftate,b2edb: 
bis olwne deltruction : foz that men neuer furfetto eate 
that which is neceflarie, but in eating and drinking more 
then the ftomache will beare, hough Plautianus daughe 
fer was very faire, of god condition, and bought with ber 
a mott rich dow2ie,pet did her hufband Baflianus, mot crus 
elly bate ber : which be difcoucred both in tom2d and Dede, 
affirming ber to be the Daughter of a bale and bile perfor, 
and that be twould one dap bill both ber.and ber fathers 
and pet not theretwithall fatilfed, thep din.neither fleepe ir 
_ one chamber, 02 dine atone fable, Baflianus aunfivearced 
cerfaine Romanes that requefted bim fo bee friend with 
bis wife, and fo honour bis father inlaw: F atue you Ro- 
manes fo bitderftand, that ¥ ota not marrte, buf my father 
bid marrie me, which J twoulonct hanedone if be bad cde 
nraunded me,but tovefloure the Danghter , and entoy the 
freafure of her father ; and fince if is. Bone, let ber feke an 
hufeand,fo2 Z twill feeke a woife, Plautianus bnderffanding 
tubat bis fone Baffianus badfatn, andthat bis daughter 
Iwas not marricd, but difhonoured, that Scucrus twas old € 
ficke,and that Baffianus beld him nofas'a father intatwe, 
but as an entmie, veterimined fo revenge that iniurie ; ete 
tier els fo lwfe both life and honour tn the enferprife. 
Baflianus tnfo2imed bis father Seucrus, of many tyzane 
nics tohich Plautianus conmnitted tn the common toealth, 
and Plautianus alfo complained botwe eutll be bfedbis 
danadteriand thus they tent on cofitmiug their enimitie, 
arid giuing enerp day new paflions ¢€ tedious complaintes 
‘Onto Scucruss but intheend, be gane eare Dito the conv 
plaints 
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plaints of Plautianus,as onto a feruaunt:but onto Baflia- 
aus,as tno a fonne.Seuerus confidering the continual difs 
pleafure ginen bim by Plautianus , the tyzannies be eres 
cufed in the Cmpire.the enimitic bet wirt him and Baffia- 
nus , andthat alfo with bis great fanour be efkecmed bim 
litle, concetued that fome day be might rife with the Ems 
pire: toberefoze, from thenceforth be neither hhetwed bint 
gwd countenaunce , etther gane bint (o creat authozitic itt 
the common wealth, : 

Plautianus did well perceine, that be bad not onelp Baf- 
anus bnto bis enimic , but alfo ftwde in difgrace of Seuc-. 
rus; and thought with binielfe, that toelcape bett cheape, 
either they wwould fake away bis life,o2 caft bim out of fas 
nour: and.fo deliver bimlelfe of fo great an infamte, be des 
termined fo Kill them, fo quite bimielfe, 


_CHAP, XVI. 


@ Ofacertaine treafon that Plautianus 
had ordeined againft Seuerus, 
and how it was dif- 
couered, 


T Be oder that Plautianus bfed,02 fo fap better,the difs 
~~ ober that be patter to kill Seuerus and Baffianus, 
poceded as from apaffioned tpzaunt , and not asa matt 
abdutfed:and fo it afterivards revounded fo bis loffe anv des 
fradion. Whe cafe twas thus,there wasin Romea Cris 
bune named Saturninus, natine of Affyria, who Mas the 
oreatett friend that Plautianus bad, with whome hee did 
mot communicate, to whom be did moft commend bis fe» 
crefes,and aifo fo2 whom be did moft pleafure, Plautianus 
fending fo2 this Saturninus an boure within night, and ine 
clofing themfclues withina chamber, faidin great fecrecie 
thele Wwozdes following, we 
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Plautianus bis Oration 
to Saturninus. 


Saturninus, thou knowelt how great louc I haue 
borne thee , and how many good deedes [haue done 
to thee,8¢ thy houfe : wherof there needeth no other 
token, but the beholding of thee fo highly aduaunced 
in the Court, 8 fo accepted in my feruice,many with 
mebe offended; 8c at thee al men haue euuie.Friends, 
parents, acquaintance, recommended, and feruaunts, 
[ had for whome to haue done:vnto fome of whom 
I was much beholding,8z of others I was to haue cO- 
(dered for Ceruice: all thefe notwithftanding, on thee 
oncly I fixed mine eyes,to magnifie thee; and in thee 
I imployed my hart to loue thee. P fentnow for thee, 
to recompt ynto thee my trauels andforrowes,to the 
end thou fhouldeft helpe to deliner mee from them: 
and herein thou fhalt perceiue , the affectionate loue 
which I beare thee, in that I repofe my confidence in 

thee , wherein I would not truft mine owne propet 
fonne: for fonnes thincke not, bat howe to inherite 
their fathers goods, but verie friendes haue care to de- 
liuer their friendes from griefe andforrowe. ‘Thou 
well knoweft,Saturninus, what gteat feruice I hauc 
done to Seuerus , and fince my youth haue followed 
him in the warres.1 fay,] feruied him fo young, that I 
aloneam hismoft auncient feruaunt: alchough I bee 
now-the moft forgotten and abhorred. Setting a part 
all feruices which [ haue done forhim , and all great 
daungers that Ihave pafled to deliuer him from pe- 
rill, [haue borne fo tender affettion vnto my Lord 


Seuerus, that I left to like him as a man,and did adore 
him 
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him asa God: and that this is true , itappeareth moft 
cleare,inthat ] gaue my daughter vnto his fonne Baf - 
fianus,and my felfe to be his perpetual flaue. After I 
{pent my youth in his feruice, & followed the father 
throughout the world, his fonne Baflianus nourifhed 
in my armes from his infancie , I did yeeld him my 
goods, yaué him my onely daughter, gouerned his 
common wealth in peace, of his euill life I framed in 
al menan opinion of great vertue,his cruelties and ty- 
annie I made all men beleeuc to be Zeale of iuftice:1n 
fuch wife, that they neuer committed vile deede, that 
I foldered not: eitherat any timecommaunded any 
difficult matter,that I accomplifhed net. The mat- 
ter is thus cometo pafle, the Gods permitting, or my 
forrowfull deftinies procuring , I am fallen into fo 
great hatred of Scuerus, and in fo-cruel contempt and 
enimitie with Baffianus, that in recompence of almy 
feruice which I have done them all the dayes of my 
life, they arenowe determined to take away my life. 
Thou feet now, Saturnin® whether it be reafon that 
I endure the fame,whereunto tf! fhould giue place,! 
fhould perith my houfe should be loft,the gods vnfer- 
ued, the whole Empire efcandalized : and therefore it 
is couenient, that I execute on them, that which they 
would execute vpoon mec: for that itis more confo- 
nant vnto re2fon,that the euil be corrected of y good, 
then that the vertuous fhould come vnder the power 
ofthe wicked. Pehold Saturninus,what aflection I 
beare thee,that haue layd vpin thy brealt fo great a fe- 
crete, this tecrible deede I will put into thy handes: 
therefore prefently thou muft depart ynto the Court, 
and go into his chamber, where Seuerus flecpeth,and 
eut off his head:8¢ from Baflianus his fonnealfo thou 
ee wk ee 
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fhalt take away his life. Thou fhalt fay vnto ¥ guard; 
at Court, that euen nowe there came vnto meea poft 
out of Afia,and art feat by mee, to giue Seuerus intel-. 
ligencc thereof, and goeft at fuch an houre; for that 
daunger dependeth thereon . And fince thou haft not 
beeneabathed to heare it , be not terrified to performe 
it: forthat I {weare vnto thee by the immortal gods, 
that after Seuerus is dead , and I inthe poffeflion of 
the Empire,conformableynto the great perill where- 
in nowe thou doeft aduenture thy. felfe, thall be thy 
rewards that then thou fhalt receiue. 


hele and fuch other thinges Plautianus fatd onto Sa- 
turninus: who aunftweared, that be twas readie fo do bis 
comimaundement , Dppon condition, that he would give 
bim tn witing,in what manner be would bane him to kill 
Seucrus, and Baflianus bis fonne: tobhich be defired to this 
end, that if in time be Mould forget the recompence of fo 
great a ferutce, he might thewe bim that w2iting, both to 
remeber the feruice paft.as alfo the reward bnperfozmed, 
Plautianus doubted not to giue Saturninusa Wweiting figs 
hed with bis tone hand, toberein bee commaunoded fo kill 
Scucrus,and Baffianus bis eloeft fore; the contents of the 
Loziting was thus, 


F Plautianus do requeftasa friend, and commaund asa 

Cenfor, that thou Saturninus Tribune,do kill the Em- 
pcrour Seuerus, and Baffianus his elder fonne: and for 
the fame I promife thee, and by the immortall Gods 
{weare vnto thee, that as thou art onely in perill, fo to 
make thee fincular in the Empire. y 


Saturninus,as a man fhilfall and fubtile, for moze attus 
raunce tno Plautianus, bppon his knees Kitt bis bandas 
though alveadie be had bene {ure of the Gmpire: and then 
being i p Bxepe of the night, be departeth bute the fate 

the 
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the quard prefently gining place, and the cbaberlaines in 
like maner : who placing binfelfe dtreclp before Severus: 
as he lay tn bts bed, faid thefe tvo20s.D Seuerus, boiv cares 
lefle art thou ofthe ambaflage that thy qreatly faucured 
Plautianus doth fend the , whofe meffenger Zant, not ta 
giue the iwarning(as ¥ to aduife thee) but to kill thee and 
thy fonne Baflianus:fo2 that as thou batt trotted bim with 
thine benour, and giuen bint of thy aedes, it femeth onto 
bin alfo,that thou thouldett {erue him with thy life. Great 
Wwas the admiration of Seuerus, tuben bee beard what Sa- 
turninus fatd; and pet mot true,that prefently bee miabte 
not belecue the fame, o2 could thincke that fo tile treafon 
might be contepned in Plautianus: but rather $ bis fonne 
Baflianus had bene the inuenter thereof, to lead him into 
bifdaine andbatred againtt Plautianus, Baffianus being 
lodged Within bts father,at bis voyce did awake and came 
fo2th, whome bis father Scuerus rep2oned ¢ blamed with 
iwo2d8 bery (harpe, fo2 the invention of fo great eutll:and 
ftware(by fhe tmuno2tal Cods)to receiue bin from thences 
fo2th into bis further grace and fauour , inthe way of res 
uenge , fo2 fogreat an tmptetie: fe2 Plautianus twas not a 
man fo baue any fuch thought in bis beart. Andas Balfi- 
anus bad nof beard the beginning of Saturninus fpeach, fo 
was bee abathed to (& bis father fo greuoully offender: 
Joberuppon Saturninus feeing the incredulitic of the Cnt 
perour Seuerus,¢ boiv entirely be loued Plautianus, puld 
fo2th bis tv2tting, Ieberein bee as commavnoen fo kill 
both him ¢ bis fonne: and further, oto humbly craue,that 
Plautianus might be fent fo2, with aduertifement, that Se- 
erus and bis fonne were latne,and then it Hhonld be fene 
fhat be would come apparelled not in filk,but in paon.Dne 
was fent as from Saturninus, tdnto Plautianus fo come to 
Court, where, at bis arriuall finding all in Glence,Saturni- 
nus met bim af the chamber dm2¢,¢ receiuing bim as new 
Cmperour, bppon his knees did kite his hands,and taking 
bim by the bandin ¢ darke,faid be would direct bim where 
Seucrus Was frangled, and bis fonne Baffianus Maine. 

¥ tf, Plau- 
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Plautianus thinking all fafe € {ure that Saturninus fate, 
enfered fhe chaber alone, tobere Severus ¢ Baflianus with 
certaine affiftants werereadie fo receiue them : whome, 
tube be bebeld lining , that be bad thought to be dead, be 
chaunged coantenaunce,and loft bis (ycach, 
« long time twas Seucrus repzebending Plautianus, 
« putting bia inrententbaunce of all thinges which be bao 
« pote fo2 hint,and tn efpeciall,fo many ¢ great difpleafures 
<« {wbich be bad pafled fo2 bis fake,and had aduannced bim as 
« boue all perfons tn the Cmpire, and aboue all the ret, bav 
« renenged bimi ofall bis enitmics. After Plautianus havea 
« little reconered bimfelf, be bowed bis knees befo2e bis lo20 
« Seucrus, and with feares began fo crane pardon fo2 bis of 
« fence, promifing amendment in time fo come, fapina: that 
« foz bis otune caule, bee ought to pardon bim, although bee 
« Wwanfedall deferuing fo2 any mercic, but fo take aay alt 
« occafion of repo2te in the Empire, that ever he had fauons 
« Fed fo wickeda perfon. Webolding Plautianus teares,the 
« poomtfes tubich be made, the hoarie bead ¢ beardthat be — 
« fo fare, and the great lone that be had boone bint, Seuerus 
« Was ita Maner Defermined fo pardon him: but in the end, 
« being found fo be clad ina thirt of male, teberon Baffianus 
« laping hts band, fato, Tell mee Plautianus, into princes 
« chambers at fuch an houre as this, do feruauntes enter ap- 
« parelled in filke, or armed with yron I {weare vnto thee 
at ie the immortall Gods, fince thou bringeft yron to kill 
« VS , thou thalt heredie with yron. 4nd. bardlp bad ens 
« Ded thefe tomgds, then be began fo fab him twith bis pags 
«c HET, Hoe prefentlyp fell Downe dead, and was beheaded: 
« whole head las fired bppon a launce ouer the port af Ho- 
«, {tia, the bodp deliuered tuto bopes to traple aloncett the 
«. Hreates of Rome. 
SLbhis was the ende and conclufion of the fauoured and 


potuate Plautianus, tobeme jfoatune fir aduaanced, and 
falltc afterwards cat alway, 


CHAP: 


Emperour Seuerus. 


CHAP. XVII 


€ Of the particular vices and vertues 
of Seuerus, 


"T ve netwes being fpread thoughout Rome, that Plau- 

tianus Was dead, al the people foke great pleafure: and 
no lee would haue ioyed, if Plautianns had flaine Scuerus 
and bis fonne Baffianus: fo2 that all thee were fo eutl tots 
fhed in Che common wealth, that the leat eutll which they 
{would them in fhe common twealth, was but death, Lhe 
offices that Plautianus beld in the common twealth , Seuc- 
rusdinided amongelt the Lribunes, fimple and plaine me, 
and not cinen to trouble:but the loue and fauour twhich be 
had tnto Plautianus, be neuer after committed bnto any 
perfon : fo2 as aftertwardes be faid,be knei not iebomie to 
truft, fince bis poinate and faucured fernannt Plautianus 
fwonld murther bim. Plautianus being dead, there was 
none that might fuffer 02 indure p cruclties of the prince 
Baflianus, 02 follerate bis tprannies: fo2 Baflianus ftoove 
in atve of Plautianus, partly fo2 that be twas bis father in 
latve.as allo fo2 that be had bed him from bis infancte.Se- 
ucrus confiderina bis fonnes Baflianus ¢ Geta fo tnereafe 
in aqe,¢ Decreafe in wit, caufed wilde bealts fo be beought 
fo2 fem fokill, horles to runne,inuenting ney playes to 
pactife, € therein to occupie their perfons , dtuerting thetr 
mindes fo thofe qantes,fo remoue them from tices. Fre 
Dig to profite fo lead his fornes to bertue bp thofe tars ” 
like erercifes, be would cal thent in fecrete,and fel them of * 
many old eramples,botv fuch and Cuch princesivere caft ae ” 


fay bp difco2d: and that the fame mifchance mut gappen ” 
bato them, if they ain not bebaue themfelucs asfriends,¢ ” ~ 


fanour eche other as beothers:fo2 that with concord fmal ” 
thingsincreafe, & by difcord great things came to nought, ” 
Welds that,p tive bactheen were ouerthiware it mrancrs, ” 
and perusrte of conditions, (as before hath bane faid)thetr » 

oe AS | fufours ” 
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fufours did them much burt: that is fo fap,in difembling 
fhetr vices, ¢ inciting them fo greater enimities : tobereof 
Scuerus being aduertifed, fome of them be banifhen, fome 
be oifpatched,¢ fome be dD20!wned in welles: affirming that 
they deferued moze punifoment that kindled enimities, 
then the perfons that oid crecute them. Plautianus left a 
Daughter,that was wife bnfo Baflianus, and ber fonne nes 
phue dnto Seucrus, and fonne onto Baflianus : as well the 
mother that twas poung,as p fonne tobich was a child they 
banifged info Sicyl,gining them of al that tobich thep bav, 
tio moze but fo ferue them iwheris to eafe : which Seucrus 
did,not for enuic that be bare fobisnephue ¢daughter in 
latu,but not to offed bis fone Baflianus,Seuerus did baun€ 
bimfelf,p bis pzedeceffours had bin of a citie in Africa, nae 
mcd Tripol, tbich be oto nobilitate,not only in buildings, 
but alfo in rents € priutleges,and plated there anozcharo 
of Dliue trees, twbich aid peeld fo great quantitie of oyle, 3 
if was (ufficient fo2 a qreat part of Africa and Italie,Seue- 
rus fas a friend of wifeme ,fauoured, fudious,¢ delf very 
Wwell with fuch as were learned : but iopntlp with this, bee 
bid moft abbozre them, tf they were either ouerthwart,o2 
froublefome : fo2 be bled fo fay, that fooles fet neighbours 
at variance, but men that were wife & malicious brought 
kingdomes together by the eares. He was alfoinclines fo 
read boks,andto bnderfand antiquitics: ¢ tf be night nof 
by bis inipoztant affaires read himlelfe, be made ofbers to 
read:and further, ifhe chaunced to be [a bufied,» be miahé 
not read binfelfe,eitber-beare reading, at (uch times thep 
read buto bim tohen be twas cating,o2 twohe be went fo bed. 
<< Be binilelfe did tu2ite his oune life, ¢ did tuzife it as frulp 
<< as tf be bad been a chonicler, that ts fo fay. pratfing bis bics 
« fo2tes,¢ repebending his bices: and alfo moft truly, mate 
« repogt ofall nten that be kild, but not of the (malreafon 
« Be Jad fo fod0.Seuerus was much blamed fo2 bis qreat cos 
« uetife of qavs, ¢ for toant of care g negliatce of bis honours 
<« fo2 p bis twife Iulia was a common adulterefe, whom he did 
« neither chaftice, 02 put atway:ncither is if waitten, : euct, 
| ¢d1D 
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he din abnifeo blaze ber. Je twas fuficient fo Seuerus f0 

:noty bis wife to be cuil, fo be named Lulia,Wwhiche name » 
iwas cuct infamous amongell p womé of Rome.Aithough » 
he were ait enimie cf vices, and of bictons meé,meuch moe » 
Wwas he enimie of theues, aboue all of}er kinte of Wicked » 
people sand fois it faid and foundof him, that be old beare » 
Wwith many malefacozs,but neucr pardoned any thefe. gn » 
bis apparel be twas not curions 02 cofly, but altvates was » 
apparelled as aman pf great fobernes:efpeciallp, much coz » 
mended, that in bis Empire be neuer bebela any perfon in » 
Rome clad with filke 02 purple . Alfo in bis feeving be Was » 
not difo2dinate,¢ pet truly of certaine froits of Africa giue »» 
to fede foinetobat ouermiuch,and dfed to fay,tbat they bad » 
a better relifhe then others : fo2 that being a child, bee was 
bed with them. Pe delighted alfo moze fo cate fitbe then »» 
fief , and fometimes paffed an tobole moneth without the » 
taft of any fleth: the ficth that be belt loued twas mutton,g » 
of fitb,the rout. ¥n many cities of p Cmpire,they made »» 
by bis comaundement berp notable workes: efpectally in »» - 
the cifie of Tripol in Africa, twbere be was bo2ne,be made »» 
there a fort,¢ an boule, ¢compaffed it with a bery Hronge » 
{wall Be wasa prince very careful, that the citie of Rome »» 
{yould alwayes be well pronided , which was mantfetted ». 
at bis death at what time they found dij, peares proutfion -» 


in wheat and oyle, 
CHAP. XVIII, 
@ How Seuerus pafled into great Britaine, 
where he died, 


S Euerus being fettlen in fceuritie,and intending certaine 
butloinges in Rome,receiued letters fois P goneriour 
of areat Britaine, which now ts named England,» a great 
part of the $fland twas reuoltea from the ferutceof Rome: 
and to appeate ¢ force them to obedience, bis peefence tras 
rixht necelarte: becaufe the Prefect bimnfelfe was not one 
lp denied al obedience , but they fought meancs alfo to kill 
him, Seuerus was not difpleaten with this netwes.althou ay 
He furre both old and fickly-fo2 that be alivayes defircd the 
E Ute gftcr 
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offer of creat things to maqnifie bis faute,and perpetuate 
bis memopzie.Scucrus alfo twas pleafed with thole warres, 
: to haue occafion fo withozat bis fonnes from the bices of 
Wh Rome; and fo it cante fo paffe, that bis eloer fonne Baflia- 
| nus be made captaine of the armie that be led by land: ¢ fo 
bis pounger fonne Geta, be gaue the charge of his armite ¢ 
tauie that paffed by fea.Scuerus at the foudeine and bnp2e 
uided,aflailed the Britaines, who at that inftat they bnders 
fede of his arriuall in the Je, tent their dmbafladours: 
partly fo pelo accompf, and partly fo oifcharge themfelues 
of their rebellion, as alfo to {et dotone betwirt them acere 
teine conco2d,Wwhtch Seuerus would neither peld bnto,o2 as 
bide fo heare off:fo2 he bented rather to obteine p renoune 
of Britaine, then fo2 any reafon to make them warre. bis 
armies being difimbarked,¢ the Ambatladonrs difpatched, 
etlery man pepared, the one to offend, and the other fo bes 
fend: Seuerus firft prouided bridges, twberuppon bis hostes 
men might pafle, € bis fote men auopd occafion fo fhotnt. 
« She Britaines of that part of Britaine,tn thole dapes, bad a 
« cuftome in time of arre,to encountertheir enimies inlac 
«. kes ¢ waters, where they did place themfelues bp bnfo the 
<, arme pits,and from thence did fight and thetw their fhil: € 
-< when their enimies did (hote 02 whirle their dartes, they 
., would fepe o2 dive bnder iwater : in fuch wile,that it cha 
., ced thre (undeietimes, that neuer happened inany part 
__ ofthe wold : whichis to wit, that 100,nakted men,ouere 
_, cate 1000, arnted perfons. Wibe at anp tune they toould 
_. fight inthe field, they bicd cerfaine targets after the mas 
_, ner of bucklers,¢ balfe {{wo2d8 cirt bppon their bare Heth, 
QU matters apperfeining onto the twarres bought bute 
perfection, Scuerus confirmed bis pounger fonne Geta, gos 
ucrnour ofa certaine place of fhe Fand Chat bad not res 
belled, and kept bis eloer fonne Baflianusnere bute bis 
olwac perfon : erecuting cruel warres bppon the Barbari- 
ans, tho bppon oeferniination fo doe hurte,o2 offend therr 
cnimies, dyed with great bardinefle: and bppon other 
Determination, would put themfelucs fo dighte: in she 
igh) 
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flight theit enimies altwayes bad the woopffe. 
sLhe watres being trauerfed after this manner, the goivt 
did arieuoufly increafe bppon Seuerus, in {uch manner, 
that be could netther go ont of bis campe, either fitt in 
counfel with bis capfeines:in fo much, that be was cone 
trated fo conunende the tobole charge of the armic biz 
fo bis fonne Bafsianus, toho moze did p2actife fecreately fo 
frame hatred amongett the armies onto bis bother Geta, | 
then to make conqueft of the entities, Bafsianus fo much ,, 
retopced of bis fathers ariefe, and bad fo areat care fo its 
berite, that be fatue no boure, tobereit he withed not bis ” 
fathers death. ot meaning foleane any enil bnperfours ” P 
med that tonchedaneuil nature, adding euill bnto euill, © 
be fubogned the Pbyficians that did cure hint, and the fers” 
uaunts that feruedbim, infuch wile , the one to ferue ” 
bim,and the other cure him, that if the gotote did not firith ”’ 
him, potfon thoulde difpatche bint. Although no ntan faid ” 
fonto Seuerus any one fwengde , be did twell perceiue tbat ” 
bis fonne BaGianus defired; and foit came fo patie, that bes” at 
holoing the difobenience which bis forne din beare him, & ” Bf 
bolwe cuil bis feruaunts (erued him , and hotve flenderlp ” a 
bis Phylictan did bitte him : although be iwereolde and” 
fickely ,be died of pure fozrotve , and melancholy . Zhe ” 
laff wwozdes tobich Seuerus faite, before be dyed, they 
faye were thefe. Whenl tooke the Empire, Ifounde 
the common wealth throughout the worlde in trouble, 
and nowel dye, Ileaue it in peace ¢ and although I dye 
without power to teftar ny firmar, yet I leaue the ‘Empire 
firme vnto my two fonnes Antonines: if they thal proue 
good,they remaine exaftly made princes: and if they fhal 
ey euil ,Tleauethem nothing. Before Seuerus dyed , be 
commaunded fino Fortunes: of acld fo be made, fo2 ctiber 
of bis fonnes one: beanie if was the enfigneof the Cme 
pire, fotake away all occafion after bis death, for any of 
thet, by bim felfe, 02 fo2 bimfelfe, tobe abuaunced with 
the Cimpire, but equally fo remraine in potwer and effate. 
ZC his was the ende cf Seucrus, whome his entinics me , 
£,0. ne 
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“ not kill with armies: and pet with griefe and fo2rotwe tras 
“ daine by big formes . Seucrus lined the {core and fittene 
« veres,and reigned two and twentie yeres:bis bones were 
“ burnt, and the athes carried to Rome, 

“OF this Cmperour Scucrus, the Senate vetermis 
“ ned that, tubic of no other prince Was determined, names 
“ Ly, [lum aut nafei non debuifle, aut mori; wbiche is to 
« faye: It had beene good (in refpect of his cruelties which 
« hedid ) hehad not beene borne : and fince that he was 
«« borne,(in confideration of the profite which he did in the 

common wealth ) it had beene goad he had not died, 


The life of the Emperour Bafsianus, 
fonne vnto Seuerus, compiled b 


fyr Anthonie of Gueuara,Bifhop of Mondon- 
nedo,preacher,chronicler,andcoun- 
{eller vnto the Emperour 
Charles the fifte. 


CHAP 5 de 


@€ Howe Bafsianusand his brother Geta did in- 
herite the Empire of their fa- 
ther Seuerus. 


~oog, Viefently after the death of the Empee 
\ (a Pour Seucrusin great Britaine, bis tire 
—) 4 tonnes, Bafsianus and Geta, did fucceed 


WEZMs! x bimin the Cmpire, betwirt whome 
pe ee there was ertreme difcoade and crucll 
AY Bears hatred; fo2,notivithfanding in blonde 

— meee they were beotbers, pet tn wil ¢ works 

rh they dealt as entmies.ds Bafsian? was 

eloer b2other,and alfo moze cauilous ¢ troublefome, fo be 
began fecrefely to p 2actife and {ubbogne the capteines of 
the 
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the armte fo bin onely to cine the Empire, and toercude 
Geta his pounger bother from the tnberitantice: and to 
Deaive fhem bnto bis purpole , be fpake (wete two2des, 
blinded them twith faire peomtfes of greate hope, and alfo 
 gane themriche Jewels . Motbing miabe Bafsianus ats 
taine with the capfeines of bis armic, fo2 that eucry one 
in particular, and all ingencrali, mate hint aunfiwer,that 
fince thep Were fonnes dnto their lod Seuerus , and botbe 
boefhen , and topntly had ftwwo2ne byfo thet as their 
Hodes and Princes, tf were not inf they Mould be trays 
fours tn their paomife onto their father : 02 Moulde make 
a beeache of their othe, thatin the temples thep had (iwo2n 
onfotbe Gods. 

After that Bafsianus mighf not corrupt the armic with 
Wo2des, Deedes, 02 giftes, he fwke peace with the Britans, 
fo the ende prefently fo d¢parte fofvardes Rome: and bis 
bother Geta being aduertifed that Bafsianus fought the 
Cmpire bufo hin felfe, which the father Seucrus had lefte 
bnito them both, gretwe into great hatred & difoaine with 
bis bzother: infuch wife, that from thencefozth, the twa 
b2eth2en bebaued them felues, not only as btter enimies, 
but alfo the courte was diutdedintobandes, Bafsianus ¢ 
Geta were b2eth2en by the father, but not by the mother:. 
fo2 that Bafsianus twas bis forme by bis firtt wife,and Gee: 
ta by Julia iubiche twas the fecond wife , Geta bis mother, 
and fhe aunctent and honsurable Romanes that were rez 
maining after fhe death of Scucrus, aid not alittle tras 
uaile fo confederate and fet them at agreement : but tn 
the endc, they were neither convinced with the infinite 
feates of the mother , cither might be perfi.aded by the 
great requefics and tnitant intreatance of their fricndes. 
Whe affaires of Britaine being (ct in saver, the tivo bres 
then much tuitbout o2der, aeparted towaroes Rome, car's 
rying toith them the reltques of their father Scuerus, that 
ts fo lay, bis boues made alhes, tubichin all cities, as they 
pafled, tuere recetuecd With as great reverence, as if Se- 
uerus bad beene alite. 

Fro 
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Frown the time that Bafsianus ¢ Geta deparfed from Bri- 
taine, batil they enfred Rome , they neuer lodgedin one 
lovaiita, o2fevde at one table, o2 bad conference bppon the 
tvape, but had of cache other great ufpicion: pea in meat 
aid Dinke fo haue recetued popfon. fo goin fogreate 
bonbt and fuflpicion, was caufle of {mall ape dppon the 
ware, although it were very long:and befoze their comt- 
ming tnfo Rome, either of them bad fent their fecreate 
nieflensers , not onely to take bp the belt lodginges in 
Rome , but alto to folicite and to iwinne the witles of the 
commen twealth, becaufe thev concetued, that they miabt 
not toyntlyp be conferuedin thetr feigniozie , but that one 
mutt remaine with the Empire. What day on tobich 
Bafsianus and Geta bis bother thoulde enter Rome, all 
Rome carne foath to receiuetbem , which was mired 15 
ioye andfo2rowe: fo2rolwe, fo2 the death and burtall of 
Scuerus 3 and toye, fo2 that bis chtlozen tere come aline 
toreiqneinbis feade. Entring into the cifie, the tivo 
beefh2en and newe Cmperours tent befo2e, appareled 
in purple, on bozMebacke: after them , came the Senas 
fours allonfote , who bare on their fhoulders , a chek of 
Tutcozne, wherein was placed the afhes of Scucrus:fuch 
perfons as attended the dead went tweping: and thole 
that accompanied Bafsianus¢ Geta went finging, Being 
enitred into the citie, and the day farre (pent, they went 
onto tie temple of the qreate Cmperour Marcus Aurelis 
us, were the tivanelwe P2inces fell on their knees fo a- 
bore bis fepulch2e, as amofte holie man, and there beftos 
{wed tye albes of their father Scuerus . Wefore Seuerus des 
parted onto the fecond warres of Britaine, be bad begor 
a moft fumptuons fepulchzeinthe fielde of Mars : amone 
ceft other ognaments that it bad , tuere feuen pillers pos 
inthed berie high and ftatelp, wherein was graven all his 
acfes and victories: but bis life fir was Gnilbed, before 
bis fepulture was cndco, ee : 
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CHAP. II, 


@ Howe in Rome they burie their Emperourss 
and of greate ceremonies which 
there they vied. 


After that Baflianusand Geta bis bother bad repofed 
the booy of their fatyer Seuerus in the temple of the 
Cmperour Marcus Aurelius, prefently they beganne to 
confecrafe bis body, and to place bis foule with the Oods, 
atcoringe to the cuffome cf the Romans : whtche ceves 
mony teas nof Done, buf bntodead Cmperours:and the — 
o2der thereof nas thus, P2efently bpon the teath of att.» 
Cmperour , the Senate din affemble to determine, ifhee .» 
Deferued to be buried with the Codes , either els after bis ., 
burial to leauc Him fo obliuton as othermen:ansifbebad,, - 
beene cuill, fhe Senate woulde beablent at his buriall:,, 
and tf be bad bene good, all cladin blacke, woulde attend ,, 
toconfecrafe bis body . Andto do the fame, their firffe at ,, 
tempt was fo bury the body of the deade pittce twithoué ,, 
aty ceremonie, and then made bint an tmage of twoode afs ,, 
ter the manner ofa ficke and colourleffe man, tobich they ,, 
placed alofte bpon alcaffolde oner the Courfe gafe : and, 
thatimage, although it were of a ficke man, pet dtd they ,, 
cladit with qarmentes of filcke and goloe, as though the ,, 
counterfeite wercaliue . Anfbhe hiaht of that {caffolde, ,, 
02 tbheone, the Senate twere (et on the lefte bande, andon ,, 
the rigyf hand all the matrones of Rome: of tubome none ,, 
might be apareled richly ,cither deckt twith tuels of goin 02 ,, 
ftene: but al! perfones were there cladin twbhite , fo2 that ,, 
all bite apparellin Rome twas counfed mourning. Lhe ,, 
Henafours and matrones were placed and (ett at the tt ,, 
fitice of fhe funnie, and Bid not rife bntill the funne was ,, 
fet : there might they neither fpeake , 02 gaze about, but.,, 
all that time was confuined in fighting, weping,and ways ,, 
ling “ie 
Front 
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From houre fo houre, Phyiicians came and went fo bifite 
that Zinage, andlo ato raife, bebolde, and feele bis pulfes, 
as ifthe Empercnur bimfelfe had bene there aliue,and ale 
Wwapes at thetr parting would repo2t onto the Senatours 
andladies , that the ficke perfon d2ete on fo death. AE 
which netwes, the matrones did grite and fheiche, andthe 
Heuatours did weepe and twatle. Chis order they vled les 
uch dayes together, but firft bpon the firt vay, the Wbhye 
“ficians bid fozfake the ficke perfon , and finally, on the {es 
uenth dap nanifettiy would publi} bis death: pecfenttp 
after be was Denouncedfo2 dead, placeing the handles of 
the batre tohereon the mage of the dead was Laide bpow 
theit oulvers, the chiefelt and motte honourable Senas 
tours on bo2febacke did beare the famesand after this mas 
ner ivent onto the place named Vaicia, and might not qa 
by any ofber tuay but by the facred wwaye , tobiche toas a 
tracke where no man dur pafle, but Cmpcronrs that 
Wwere Dead and prtetes that were aline . An that place 
named Vaicia,there was another buploing made of fone, 
after the manner ofa Dhzone, hautng on bothe fides des 
grées and aires to mount aloft, where they oto place the 
Amace of (he dead Cmperour: bpon the one Kaires, Tove 
chilozen, the founes of the gentlemen of Rome,and on the 
other parte ode the vamfels and virgins of Rome, and 
there sid finge many (o2rotofull fonges and bpinines, pubs 
lied int the paatfe of the dead. From thence they remos 
nedthe baire with the Smage of the dead, nto the ficloe 
of Mars, tobere alfo tuas made another feaffold, all of dete 
Wwode, onder the bant tobereof tvas latde fubble,fatkes, 
and fratwe , and other kindling matter fo burne: the outs 
five foas bzauelp painted, and banged toith rich tapefirie, 
and aloft spon the bighett parte thereof , they placed the 
Ymage of theocadmperour, Dn the day in which this 
ceremonic as perfourmed tn Rome, thepdid concurre 
to bebolve the fame from ail partes of Italic : and enerpe 
3020 and ladie that was pelent, did theolwe bppon the dee 
aie of that hone, Myere, incenle,alees, amber,rofes, 
ang 
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and other thinges of fragrant fauonrs. Gberallimen: - 
bad offered their (iucet perfumes, the Senatours did (kite | 
mith on hozeback, and prefently after them the tivo Cos 
fuls qaucaboylt aloft on their chariots go2gecufly ado2- 
ted: and after them there followed on fote, ail the auc 
ent Romanes and neighbourbad of Rome, and allfuch as 
bad bene captaines of the warres : all which after thep 
had gonea turne about the Lh2one, felvowne groveling, 
erclaming bery lolvde again the around. After thethoa 
proceflions were done, which is to wwerte, of p Senatours, — 
of the Confuls,and of the capfeines, came be that did inbes 
rife the Empire, who witha burning tozche , gaue fire fo 
that Sh2one, twhiche being all of deve fuffe , prefentlp 
Wwas confumed. Before the beginning of this great cere- 
monie, the Senate fought out again that day a beaue 
Cagle, which was placed betiwirt the handles of p baire, 
tw! ere the Image of the dead twas late: {with great (kill 
and (ubtiltie, at the time that the Jatage burnt, the Cas 
gle ivas lmfed and flewe alway: and as ber proper nature 
is toflpe bpiwarde, all men fatde with loude voices, that 
it tuas the foule of the dead Cmiperour, that was gone to 
the Oondes bp fobeauen, Asoft as ye thall finde thele 
{vo20s twitten of anp Peince o2 notable perfonage, names 
ly; Inter diuos relatus eft, thatis, they baue placed bint 
with the Dons, all thefe ceremonies were Done onto him: 
bnto fuch aone,from thencefoath,thep miadt factifice, as 
Doze, make temples, and place Pztelkes , th {uch manner, 
they bad fo honour bin as a od, and not fo falke of bint, 
as of aman, | 


CHAP, ILI. 


@ Of the mortall hatred betwixt Bafsianus and 
Geta his brother, 


A Fiter the two beethzenbad accomplithed the funeralt 
office of their father Scuerus , they went bothe to lone 
: | 8 
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inthe facred palace snotiopntly, buf parting the lovaing 
betwirt them, cucry one placing pozters by them felues, 
and their gard fo attende bpon them. Although their lop, 
git twas one, yet their twilles and difpofitions twere dts 
vers and fuche as bad to deale in matters oftumpoztance, 
conferred not with them, but tvith their mother ; whe 
foke the opinion of the one,and fo ofthe other, tobiche afe 
ferivardes tuas perfourmed by aduifeand confent of the 
Senate: becaule otherwile the conunon wealth Hhonloe 
haue runne at randon and be lof . hele two Beinces 
neuer fopntly came fo2th, but when they went tothe Sev 
nate, 02 to bifite the temple of the greate Emperour 
Marcus Aurelius: fo2 Seucrus bad commanunden, that 
lwekely thep Goulb offer facrifices’ in that temple, and 
monetily bisheires Mould vifite that fepulchse, Bafsianus 
aud bis buother Geta bad fimall care fo vifite temples, ofs 
fer-facrifices,qo to the Senate, reforme the comon wealth, 
either pioutde neceMaric: matter fo2 the warres: but all 
thetr bent and udic toas, the one to beguyle the offer, € 
to fvinne the twilics of the people: to the ende that one bes 
ing dead, the other might retque tuithout contradiction. 
Moth the byeth2en being thus viutded, and bothe leading 
the Cinpire info bandes: not withttanding that bothe had 
enimics and friendes , pet alfvapes the greater parte of 
_ tbe cosnmorn inealth inere moze affectionate to the youns 
» ger fonne, Mhichivas Geta. Geta twas tohite arid redde, 
» biah, Harpe, nitloc, nimble, of areate Habtnetic , and of 
» Hetie rd condition: and pet inrefpect cf reiantig he twas 
» as poude as Bafsianus. Bafsianus his bother. was a fas 
» lotve blacke, cholerike adulf, little of bonie, bzeade fo2es 
>> head, muche fhinne on bis handes, Hallowe and boarfe of 
» Hoice, preignarit, fubtile, dtligent, anda lpar : fo2 if be nee 
» Ded atiy thing, he tuorile fatter all nent With faire tyoz08, 
2 andafferendedall things in lics . Gbhe dinifions enerp 
Day proceedinacfromecuilfo tumefe, tt was beyonde all 
mennes polvers, tobsingthem agreed, 62 make thent 
Ariendes: thep botbe deuiled , Without advertifement of 
any 
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avy perfon fo dinide the Cmpire : the manner fas, that 
all kingdontes fhould equally be diutded tn Ewo partes, ¢ 
that the name of Cmperour hould be indifferent tuto 
themboth, | 

Shere twas allotted bnto Bafsianusall Europe, ¢ bnto 
Geta his b2otber the kingpoms of Afia; andthe end tobere 
fo2e they dtuided fhe Cimpire, tas, net fo be fricndes from 
thenceforth, but tobaue libertic, men, andriches, torife 
with Rome: and be that might ve mol, to difpatche the as 
ther of bis life. Caben thts agrement toas made , they 
Determined fo call their mother Iulia, and all the aunciée 
feruauntes and friendes of the houfe of Seuerus their fae 
ther: bnto tobome Bafsianus gaue to bider and, bow bis 
bother and be had agreed, and tere become friendes : and 
ehetr agreement was, that they bad dinived the Empire, 
be rematning with the eftate andfeat of Rome, and Geta 
his b2otber bautig Antioche the bead of bis Empire, and 
the eftate of all Afra. ds Bafsianus then fatoe, fo tt twas as 
grad, that p qmds of the patrimonte Were diuidedin thc 
partes, two partes fo2 the ftuo beetheen, and the third for 
fulia their mother : anv further, that all Senatcurs, caps 
feines, and other notable perfons of the Empire, frely (if 
they fo liked ) might go with Getainfo Afia, 02 remaine 
with Bafsianusin Rome . bere was no man there that 
liked this agreement, much lefle allotued § fame : fo2 they 
all vip {eit twas but fained, and that cre long the Empire 
Wwould be inflamed with twarres, as inthe dayes of Iulius 
Cefarand Pompeyus, of Cxfar Auguftus, and Marcus | 
Antonius, Aléhbough all men Were arteued with p which 
iwas fade, pet all men Did both difemble an’ keepe Mlence, 
45 (ad countenance cafting their eyes tothe around: which 
thetr nrother Lulia, peffefing patience in (afficient, anne 
Tiwered and fatde bnto them as followeth, 


CHAP, ITII. 
@ Of an excellent {peache vttered by the mother 
vnto her fonnes. 
Aa.i, T may 
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may wel call ye fonnes (O children of my heart) 
fince thou Geta proceededft from mine intrailes, 8 
thee Bafsianus I haue nourifhed with my breaftes:8¢ 
I {weare by the immortall Gods, that much greater 
is the loue that I bare thee, then the affinitie which I 
haue with thy brother . Thou well knoweft Bafsia- 
nus,that from the firft houre that I came to thecourt, 
8&¢ was wife vnto thy father Seuerus, I had thename 
of mother in lawe, & the works of a perfeét mother: 
and that many times thou didft requeft mee to cherith 
thy brother Geta, for that ir feemed ynto thee he was 
not fauoured: in fuch wife, that ifhe be the only per- 
fon that I haue borne,thou only waft he that was che 
rifhed. I haue great reafon to call you my children, 8 
to bewaile you as children,to talke with you as chil- 
dren: for on the day y the one proceeded fr6. my bo- 
wels, the other entred into my harte. Maruell ye not 
to fee mec powre forth fo many teares , &at eucry 
worde to be difmaide & fwoone? for, as ye fee my 
forrowfull eyes, fo may you behold my lamentable 
heart: ye fhould well perceiue it gufh out more with 
bloud, then mine eyes doe flowe with teares . If my 
husbande & your father fhoulde heare that which I 
heare,and fhould fee that which I fee, it would gricue 
him that euer ye were borne: and no leffe, that euet 
he begate you: becaufe you wil giue no credite ynto 
your friendes , either obey me your forrowfull mo- 
ther,or perfourme his will & cOmaundemét. W her- 
fore do ye feeke the whole for one , fince he left the 
fame for bothe » what an heauie matter is this my: 
children 2 the Gods haue created ye brethren,and you- 
haue conuetted your felucs enimies :the glory which 
yepoffeffe, to haue had {uch a father: ye would quite 
i, i, | him 


Emperour Bafsianus. 339 


him with fo much griefe , to haue fo frowarde chil- 
dren. To leaue the Empire entire , your father flewe 
Julianus, Peffenius Niger, and Albinius , that helde 
itdiuided inthree partes: and nowe againe ye will 
diuide and rentitin pieces . Do ye not vnderftand, 
howe Princes that haue their willes ynited,neede not 
to diuide their countries? Haue ye not heard fay, that 
to obteine honour, & to defende that which we pof- 
{efle, for thefe two only things , & for no other caule 
watte is raifed betwixt kinges and princes? Ifthis be 
true (-as it is ) and both you falling out for goods, 
knowe ye not,that your father onely of him felf,hath 
left ye more then allthe Princes of the worlde haue 
teft vnto them? And ifitfo be, that ye ftriue for the 
attainement of honour, I knowe notto what ende ye 
would haue more honour, then tobe Emperours of 
Rome. O immortall Gods! I inuocate ,and mofte 
humbly pray you, that ye dealenot according to the 
childithneffe of thefe young men, butagteeable vnto 
the great feruice which their father hathdone you, 8 
the abundance of teares which their lamentable mo- 
ther hath powred foorth: for otherwife,the memory 
of my Lord Seuerus thal perith 8 be loft , 8 the ma- 
ieftie of y Empire put in great danger.If we did think 
(my children) y this diuifion of the Empire, might be . 
an occafid fro henceforth to deale & liuelike brethré, 
we would hold it all for good, and thinke itall right 
well : but what doth it profite , that ye haue diuided 
the Empire onely intwg partes: and ye twaine re- 
maine diuided in an hundrech thoufande differences? 
If ye wil be fauoured of the Gods, & obeyed of men, 
call to remembrance your fathers commaundement: 
condefcend ynto your mothers requeft, and yealde 
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your felues vnto the iudgement of your friendes : for 
that young Princes do neuer knowe to gouerne wel, 
if they permitt notto be gouerned of the vertuous. 
Confider children, that ye are but younglings,and in 

reat affaires haue {mall experience + and thatyour 
youth fhall leade you ynto many vices, & your {mal 
experience caufe you to fall in great & many errours, 
Alfo ( my children) ye haue to confider , that ye pof- 
feffe your heartes too much pafsioned ,and go inui- 
roned with many lyars : which two thinges be moft 
ctuell and enorme, in the perfons & houfes of prin- 
ces : becaufe with their pafsion, they committ much 
iniuftice ,and by lies , they cloake many fouleand 
pernicious deedes. The pafsioned and furious hearte 
is fufficed with his owne furic, to be lead into all er= 
rours: and the lyar defendeth him from all knowlege 
and acquaintaunce of his owne fault... If ye remem- 
ber your felues, that ye be men , and that I ama wo- 
man, with great reafon ye might haue {mall regarde 
ynto that which I do fay:but if ye confider that ye be 
my children, and I your mother , greate eftimation 
fhould yeconceiue of my counfelles : for that credite 
which I lofeto bea woman, I recouer for that Iam 
your mother. If yedidloue your father, as your fa- 
ther loued you, your forrowful mother fhould haue 
no caufe fo much to perfuadeyouto be friendes: for 
that to remoue all caufes to bring his honour in dif- 
putation,ye would refufe & caft behind you all inte- 
reft whatfoeuer of any goods. Since ye will notliue 
in peace, inas mucheas it toucheth the feruice ynto 
the Gods; and the great mifchiefes that muft fellow 
your owne perfons ,and the infamic wherewith ye 
fhall infe& your dead father, yet fhoulde ye doe the 
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fame, for the loue and behalfe of your liuing mother: 
becaufe the diffentions, trauelles , and infidelities of 
thechildren ,many they be that doe beholde them: 
but in the ende, the mothers do onely bewaile them. 
Againft the teftament of your father , without the 
will of your mother, contrarie ynto the cuftome of 
the Senate, and without aduife of any friend,ye haue 
betwixt you diuided the empire, leauing me ynto my 
felfe to be diuided: wherein , {peaking conformably 
ynto iuftice, it had beene more reafon ye fhould haue 
diuided your owne proper mother, then the landes 8 
countries of others. O immortal Gods,why haue ye 
taken away my Lord Seuetus vnto yout felues , and 
left me placed in fo many daungers and trauels? fince 
ye haue giuen metwo children, why was not given 
metwo heartes gand if I crauetwo hearts, it is but to 


loue them: but two thoufand hearts wil not {uffice to | 


endure their vnkindneffe. O my children, (although 
no children of my counfelles) for that , though ye be 
mine by birth, yetare ye become ftraungers by difo- 
bedience. I knowe not my childré,what to fay more 
ynto you : but fince yebe twaine,and my heart but 
one: thatye pull it foorth , & open it in the middeft, 
and diuide it as yc haue diuided the Empire : and yet 
by theveftall mother, I {wearevnto you, that if ye 
opened my heart,and made fearch therein, ye fhoulde 
finde in the fame the greatnefle of my loue,but much 
more, that I fuffer and am tormented. 


CHAP. V. 


@ Howe Bafsianus, to obteine the Empire ynto him 
felfe,flewe his brother in his mothers armes, 
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F= {was lamentable to beare the Cmpreffe Iulia > but 
much moze to beboloe her, tobe feeing ber childzen {0 ez 
tremely diutded, and{o farre from fraternitic, at cuerp 
won ve lwhich the faive, the Peanens did cleane- with 
fighes, and the ground twas watered with tearcs. At the 
inftant the finitbed ber talke, thee rofe from ber chay2e, ¢ 
going fo ber fornes, with the right bande thee taketh Baf- 
fianus, and Geta with the left, imbzaceing them twith ber 
felfe, franctling to canfe themto imbzace , and tobe res 
conctled and iopning all their thee faces together , with p 
aboundaunt teares of the mother , the faces of her fonnes 
were all wett and bevetwen . Many Romanes that {vere 
p2efent began to mourne, in bearing what Julia fatoe,anv 
atterivardes hotwe with her chilozen thee div bebaue ber 
felfe : no manreplyed 02 fpake moze wm20des, inas much 
as all men d1d allotwe that which the modther faine : and 
imipz0ucd the dinifion of the Cmpire which the fonnes had 
made. Oo | 
he beartes of thefe two Princes were fo muche 
pafioned , andiopntly theretwith of nature fo indurate, 
that toben the mother nid talke onto them, it feemed not, 
but that they twere thinking of fome other matter : tobich 
Had mofk perfect apparannee, becante at that time thep 
ivere neither moued with compatticn of her teares,cither 
afterivardes did take any profite of her countell . ° Whe 
mother onlp profited not in her travetie to reconcile thent, 
but that from thencefoath they reafed not fo difcoucr ares 
fer batrend: that is tofaye, in that either of them fought te 
sourupt each others bloud , promifing greats twealth in 
Rome fo be given bnto bim that would confect his lozdeg 
meate With poyfon. Wiben Bafsianus perceiued, that be 
might not (by any meane) difpatche bis bother Geta with 
poplon , and topntly theretvith , that the Romanes tere 
formelobat inclined onto btm by affection , determined git 
a dave, whenall perfons were motte inclined fo fleepe at 
after none, fo gobnto the lodging of bis mother ae 
" | iit 
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With theme Geta remained : and finding them af their: 
reff, be gane Geta fo many fabbes with a dagger , that be 
was bereft of bis life. Then Bafsianus fet bpon bis bos 
ther Geta, the niother tofaue hint, catt ber felfe bppore 
him :notivithfanding be cealed not to wound bint, and 
kill bim, ibe cafe was thus, that with one blowe be 
both tonnded bis becther, andimtbzetved the garment of 
the mother and finally, thebzother rematineddead., and 
the mothers aarments defiled. eg ) 
_ Whis done Bafsianus goeth forth thasugh al the courf, 
erclaming with aloude bopce sand with qreate feare and 
trembling: treafon,treafon, my brother Geta would haue 
flaine me by treafon in my bed, andif I had not leapt out 
ata windowe, andthe deftinies beene fauourable vnto 
mee at that initant, Lhad not efcaped with life: and not 
fatiffied with that which wes faide, be commaunded bis 
garde to conduct him out of fhe courf,and fo garde and ate 
fende him buts mount Celius , twbere the Weetoziars. 
bands Were lodged, infourminge that inp palace there 
was ne {afetic :fo2 that bis bother bad attempted fo murs 
ther bint. eveyhe 

> Ql men that beard the erclamation that Bafsianns 
made, tid beleue that all things bad paffed as be bad fain: 
and the G{qniers of the bodie bid accompanie and affende 
him, butil they bad bzought bint amongell the Pzetorte 
ang :andentring the tent where they bad their armour 
and pendons, kneling bpponbisknes , bee gauc greate 
thankes bnto the Dods, that bad preferuedhim bnto that 
place : andalfo bnto bis garde , that bad {accoured him in 
time of fo great nade. Lo bebolde Bafsianus go at fuche 
anhoure, with fo greate an beate, theough the mindell 
of Rome, and that with fogreat furte, all that bebeld hint 
were efcandalised: anddio imagine amongelt them fcl- 
nes, that be had Maine bis beother,o2 done forte bile dede 
pntobis mother inlawe. Affone as be fate himfelfe az 
monget the Weetozians , be dinided amonget them, tivo ~ 
thonfande ¢ flue bundzeth dzachimes of golde, repniest rs 
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to the weight of Athens: ¢ further, p2omifed to gine thent 
perely, wheateto furnith their families, befides their o2- 
dinatie fwages . Whefame being divnigate throughout 
Rome , and the frueth knoiwen of the great treafon which 
Bafsianus had committed, Geta bis friends topned to feeke 
hint, with a determined purpofe ertremely to haue renge 
ged Geta: and as the matter twas put to armes, andcame 
tobande gripes, Geta his friendes being the fewer in 
number, tere fone ouercom: which although thep tere 
fubdued, pet truely deferue no dilpzaife: being but felve 
in number, feing their Lode dead, and Bafsianus in pots 
feflion of the armie, they wanted no hardinefle to fiaht , € 
no leffe courage fo dpe: buf twhat Mall we faye, but that 
if their quarell were inf , their footune tas berie croffe, 
Small aduantageth it that the minde be generous,and the 
bodie warlike, ifhe that taketh armes be vnftortunate:for 
that one houre of happie fortune, ismore woorth then 
all policies of warre, @®reate was the compaffion that 
all men conceined of the cruell death of Geta , and noleffe 
iwas the bate which thep vid beare bnto Bafsianus, not ons 
1p to kill him bppon fo greate affurance , but alfotomure 
ther him ina place of fo great prinilenge , that is to faye, 

tuithin the facred palace, ¢ imbzaced Within the bieattes 

ofhismother. WAben Bafsianus fatwe that his bother 

Geta twas dead , all bis aliesand feruaunts ouercome,¢ 
that tobatloeuer be bad attempted inith femeritie , tuce 

ceeded with great profperitie : be tuent bnto the temples, 
and toke from thence all their treature, in fuch tvife, hee 
tobe aluay tn one Daye, that tobich mante princes had aie 
uenin many peres. A greate quantitic of thofe treatures 
Balsianus diuided amongelt bis p2etozians: who feing 
themfelucs riche in money, and that their eniinics were 


“ {ubbued, tent into Rome, beganto enter into the houe 
“ fes, and killed all perfons with home thep bad pnkinde 
" nefle: but that which twas moze ovious, oppon wagers’ 
“ would kill a tobole kinred , ontil they left no perfone, in’ 
* tobome any remenbzance might remaine, 
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spany noble perfors tuere Determined fobaue flaine Baf- 
fianus, inthe beginning of bis Cmpire:twbich they left not 
‘noone fo3 bis deferning , either fo2 want of twill, but fo2 
voubt that after bis death, many thould rife with the Came, 
pire : fo prefently they thought if leffe euill to fuffer one, 
then to refift many. | 

footy toben Baflianusfatve bimfelfe rich in treafare of 
the temples,and obeyed of the JB2etoztans, be determined 
tomount aloft bponthe bigh Capitol, and there to {peake 
onto the Senat: partly togiue accompt of that which was 
done,and partly to giue them to bnoer fad what he would 
Doe. Being placed in the muoddelt of the Senate,and fet in 
the imperiall chaire, andenerp man bling filence , be fain 
after thismanner, | 


CHAP. VI. 


@ Ofacertaine {peach vied of Baffianus vnto 
the Senate, excufing himfelfe of the 
death of hisbrother | 
Geta, | 


Lthough in age I am but younge,and in mine at- 

temptes reputed as rath, yet I ceafe notto confefle 
that J am in great hatred with the people:and that my. 
death fhould.as much content them,as now my life is 
difpleafant vnto them. And as princes are inthe view 
ofall perfons, fo are all their works iudged ofal men: 
and from thence it procedeth , that their inft attempts - 
are praifed of many , buttheir errours condemned of - 
all. They that prefume to iudge the woorkes of prin- 
ces, arenotalwayes fo iufte, that they 1udge continu- 
ally conformable vnto iuftice: fer asmany times they 
praife the prince with lies:fo it may happen, y they» 
accufe them with malice. One of the extremeft tra- 
ae he 
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uels that princes haue;is : that fuch as throng in them= 
{elues to talke of our liues,andto examine our deeds 
and a&tes,they talke not as we liue, but as wevfeand 
deale with them: for if we honour & magnifiethem, 
they report we be no princes,but gods : but if we cha- 
{tile and bring them downe, they fay wee be no'‘men 
but furies. Many times princes dochaftife many,not 
,becaufe we delight to punith, but y it fo agreeth with 
the imperiall authoritie fo to be done: for as with 
rewardes and pardons wee magnifieour pictie & cle- 
mencie,fo it is couenient,that with tizorous chaftife- 
ments, wee make our iuftice to bee efteemed.: Man 
ptefume to iudge thevices of princes , which if they 
were princes, would not onely commit thinges wor- 
thie of iudgement,but alfo iuftly to be depriued of the 
Empire : for the knowledge of good gouernement, is 
nota thing that men obtaine of themfelues z but a gift 
which the Gods dogiue vnto whome they pleafe. 
There is no princefo abfolute or diffolute, thatat 
the leaft,in his gouernment defireth not to be iuft:but 
what fhall wee doe, that haveno more power but to 
with to do well ¢and the gods onely to giue grace to 
gouerne well. Butcomming to the cafe now chatn- 
éed, for which the whole multitude with me be efci- 
dalized: I {weare by the immortall gods,y if the truth 
as it was were manifefted, I‘fhould be found withour 
blame: but I am of the one part fo vnfortunate,and of 
thother part the multitude is fo variable,that it many 
times happeneth, that of my manifeft attes they fay 
nothing:and of that which neuer pafled my thought, 
they accufe me. O ye juft gods,vnto youallI appeale 
as witniefles: who firft would haue kild y other, either 
whether my brother Geta would haue flaine mee, of 


T would 
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Y would hauc (laine him *foryewellvnderftand chat 
-being repofed on my bed,he entered vpon me witha 
naked fword : with which hee would baue drawne 
forth my foule, if by chaunce I had not found one at 
my beds head. Ifhee wasthe beginner of that quar- 
rel,and that fortune would favour me at tharinftant, 
wherefore being veterly without any fault , fhould I 
be blamed of all perfons in Romer What greater te- 
ftimoniewould ye of my innocencie, but re{pecting 
‘that hee being the perfon that offendedand I the man 
that defended my felfe; the gods haue brought vppon 
him, that which hee ment to perfourme on mee: nei- 
therin any good iudgement may it be conteined, that 
if by malice or enuie I would haueflaine my bro- 
ther, that I fhould execute the fame by. ftealthy and 
within thefacréd palace, for that in fo‘enormea cafe, 
I deferned not fo muchchaftifement for the deede,;as 
to committe the fame! in the place where that was 
done. | piers | i 
Twill notdenie, that vnto my brother I was not 
bound to honour-him, loue him, fuccourhim;and to 
deale well with him: but I will-not confeffe that:I 
was bound, forall treafons and iniuries to fuffer him: 
-foras itis honourable for great princes, to diffemble 
8 pard6 iniuries, thatarc done to them by their infe- 
-yiours: fo neceflatie is it for them to reuengethe dif- 
courtefies and difpleafures , donevnto them by their 
betters or equals. It is notorious vnto al men,that in 


‘times paft, many princes of the Romaine Empire had 


brethren, with whom they mighenot endure,but that 


many of them were flaine; or atthe leaft driuen out 


of the Empire: for in fine, there is none of fo great 
temperaunce: , that in cafe of commaundement, 
| would 
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would haueacompanion : no not his brother, 

Confider the behauiour of Remus and Rermulus, Te 
berius and Germanicus , Titus and Domitian, Mar- 
cus and Lucius, & others infinite that were brethren: 


_amongeft whome, vppon the point of commaunde- 


mentand gouernement , therearofefo great difplea- 
fures and vnkindnes: notas though they had beene 
natural brethren, but as moft cruel enimies. O fathers 


-confctipt and friends,giue thanks ynto the Gods, that 


haue preferued your prince fafe & foiid:for that with 
out caufe they would nothaue yiuen hinrhisdeath, 
and conferued my life: for the workes of our gods are 
fo profound, fecreate, and ynknowne,; that althoughe 
wec fee what they doe: yet wee feenot theend why 


they: doit. Amongeftall the gods,onely Iupiter is he 


that hath dominion,and fo amongeftial men the god 


Aupiter would not, but that onely one fhould poffeffe 
the Empire: for it were no leffe monftruous to go- 


uerne the Empire by two perfons , then one body to 
hate two heads. If for all the Heauens, one God be 


fufficient,and forall Bees but one king, and all mem- 


bers be gouerned with one heart, 8 all birds haue but 
one guide: F demaund of you my friends,to gouerne 
the common wealth of Rome,if one man be not fuf- 
ficienty As we haue read in bookes of out forefathers, 
and as we hauefeene in our dayes, there is nothing 
more conuenient vnto the Romane Empire, asto be 
gouerned by one only perfon : for that we haue feene 
more watres raifed,vppon which prince fhould com- 
maund then for any difobedienceof fubiedts.. Howe 
fierce watres were raifed betwixt Silla Marius, 
Cxfarand Pompeie , Auguftus and Mareus Antoni- 
nus, Galba and Othos,Othos and Byteilus, Bytellus 
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and Vafpafianus: & now of late betwixt Seuérus my 
father,and Iulianus andAlbinius.. All thefe great ca- 
Jamities , whichethe miferable common wealth of 
Rome hath fuffered , was not for that many would 
not be commaunded: but for that many would com- 
maund, Admitting that my father commaunded in 
his te{tament, that Geta my brotherand I fhould di- 
uide the Empire:yet many doe know, & they are not 
fewe which prefume, that he would neuer haue done 
it, but his wife and my mother in lawe conftrained 
him fo toafligne:and ina cafefo great,hard & graue, 
re{pect ought notto begiuen to that whiche hee did, 
but ynto that which he would haue done:becaufe the 
magnificence of the Empire,and the wifedome of the » 
Senate, ought not to be bound,to the procurement of 

avaine woman: butyntothat which is moft conue- 
nient for the common wealtl 


@ 


CHAP. VIL, 


@ Of the great cruelti¢ of Baffianus,and of 
fuch as he commaunded to be 
flaine, 


All the time that Baflianus bfen this tpeach tnto p Se, 

nafe,noma cut off bis talk,o2 toben be had finifhed, no 
perfon burt aunfiwere one 02d; but that he in endingbis 
fale, bebeld all bis friends: ¢ fuch as be fafpected,be would 
not once loke bppon : toherof they remained not only sets 
pited, but alfo terrified : becaufe thethinge that the heart 
loueth,isfeene and knowne by the vents and windowes of 
the eyes, Peither fo2 that Baflianus hav fain in open place, 
citber fo2 any abutfement of friends in fecreée,vin be ceafe 
fo continue bis cruelties: but that peefently be commanns 
Dedfo be laine, not onely fuch as bis bother Geta held fo3 
friends, 
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_, teiends, but alfo the friends of bisfriends. Be fine all the 
fervaunts and officers of bis bother, not only fuch as fers 

“ aed bimin the common twealth, but all (uch alfo,as (erued 
. bint in all maner of bile things of bts boute: that ts to fay, 
“ cokes, butlers,caters,fweepers,moile kepers,turne {pits, 
“ and bayes of the kitchen: at the peath of whom, albeit both 
“ before and after be flue many:yet of none bad they fo great 
“ compattion in Rome as of thofe perfons, Alfo be flueal bis 
“ waqatners, all bis boofekepers, all bis bakers, all bis late 
“ derers, all bis muficians,al bis taplers, finallte,be flue all 
“ that bis baother loued: and allfuch as dinferue bin, Be 
“ fue all the Senatours and officers of Rome, that folowed 
*< the parctalitie of his bzotber Geta and kilde all Nuelto2s, 
“ Mectozs,and valiant capitaines,theoughout the Cmpire. 
“ He flue Lucilla,an ercellent matrone of Rome, fitter bnfo 
“ the Emperour Commodus , aud danghterbnto the great 
“ Marcus Aurelius, tobome all Cmperours patt did honour 
“ as an Cmpzeffe, and (eruedasa mother : and this was it 
“ fuch wife, that asany temple of Romeber boule was pate 
“ nileged. Whe caule wherefore they fay, be flue the Lady 
« T ucilla,toas 3f02 that, when the beard of the peath of Geta, 
< (hee wont bute the Courte to comfozt the mother, and bes 
{wailed ber forrolve : whereof Baflianus being aduertifen, 
« fain, Since Lucilla mourneth for the death ofmy brother 
« Geta,with my mother in law: it fignifieth that fhe would 
« i0y of hislife.and of my death:but I willliue,and fhe fhal 
« die, Alfobe flue many of the veltall birgins,fome that he 
« acculed foz breaking their birginities and ofbers, for that 
«: thep prefunten tobe virgins: faying it was.a ieft, to beleue 

« thatany might liue and die a virgine in this life. 

« Ae lueanauncient knight named Letus, hich twas af 
« the death of Commodus: and alfo tuas acquainted twith 
«c the death of Geta bis beother. ie flue Rufus a knight-of 
« Africa, and bis nere kinfinan , thatis tofay, bis buckles 
« forne, ihe at the euening did inuite hint to fupper , andit 
os te magningcommaundes fo be Maine. He flue Pompeya- 
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nus the fonne of Lucilla, and nepbue tuto Marcus Aureli- 
us, aman of great courage in warres, and benturousin ” 
armes, twbome he commaunded to be flaine frauelling bps » 
pon the way, and call forth repoet that theeues bad flaine » 
dim, Bee flue Papianus the learned Ratoper, whain thole » 
Dayes was moft famous in knowledge and counfell, that » 
fvasin allthe Romane Empire: and thus it paffeo, that » 
Baifianus then bee came out of the Senate , vid take Pa- » 
pianus on bis right band, and all alongeft the freate layde » 
bis righte arme bppon bis fhoulder, ontill thep came bre » 
fo the enfrie of the boule at the foote of the fatre, tobere, » 
with an are, (fuch as they cleaue twoode, ) bee commann: » 
ded bis head fo be cut off. 29 
ee flue Petronius whiche bad bene Conful, Senas » 
four, Quciour,P2eto2, Coil,and Flamen fourtie yeares: >» 
inall tobiche time, bee neuer offended any man, either > 
any perfon had complained of bint: toberefoze bee was >» 
namedthe good Petronius. Wee flue Samonicus Sere- » 
nus, whiche alfo vasa Latoper : and of this manit is» 
fatd , that in eloquence hee was very fweete, and in wri- » 
ting no lefle Satyricall, 93 
Alto bee flue a fonne of the Emperour Pertinax , nas »» 
nied Elius Pertinax, tubo fo2 a wonder was faidin Rome, » 
thatin either to002d 02 Dede, if was never perceined in >» 
him, that ever tn bis tobole life bee did fo mache as tent >» 
fo2 the Romane Cmpire: Wwhiche was not alittle tobee » 
p2atfed , and alfo meruailed: becaule fonnes naturally are », 
not onely inclined to inherite their fathers goodes: but», 
alfo to fucceede them in their honours. jfurthermoze, -; 
hee contmaundeda notable Romaneto be flaine, named», 
Chilus,becaufe bee bad continually trauetled fo make him » 
friende topth bis brother Geta: toboe prefuppofing that ., 
they came fo kill him, ftripfe bimfelfe cleane oute cf bis». 
apparel , and efcaped oufe at acertaine windotwe of bis ». 
boule, | » 
Be killed bis firtt tvife,p daughter of Plautianus, which ., 
was exiled into Sicyl, ¢ cauled fearch tobe made in Rome ,, 
and theoughs 
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throughout the Cmptre,fo2 al that teere fornes, confines, 
buckles, nephues,o2 nere parentes bnto the blond royal, 
all tobtch hee commaunded fo be flaine, both men and 
women: becaufe neither rwfe, bzanche,o2 memozie, fhould 
remaine of auncient 02 generous bloud. As tocllin Rome, 
as els where thzoughout the Gmpire, Baflianus comauns 
Ded inanyp others to be Naine:buf that which was more cru 
ell,the erecufioners bad anthozitie to take alway their mis 
ferable ltucs, but not fo burie their bodiesleaning thent fo 
the foules of the ay2e:as fo; the nobleff,thep foere carried 
in carreson beapes, and confined with fire euen fo athes, 
He was not onelpeuillandcruell , but alfo did boatk hime 
{elfe fo be a friend of {uch as were nofed fo be euil € cruel: 
fo2 they neucr beard him fap well of any prince paft, but of 
Sula the eruell, Brute the tratfour, Catiline the tyzant,the 
Gracchies feditious, Domitian the defamed,and Commo- 
dus the difolute, Cractlp to accomplithe bis cruelfies, it 
chauniced ona cerfatne day, repreféting the Circen playes 
in Rome ( onto tubich featt an huge niiber of people twere 
come to behold) that as the quive of the imperiall chariot, 
might not pafle, becaule the ttreats were opt with muls 
titudes of people, be began by fo2ce fo make bis way, and 
teare and treade the people: who made reliftance fo2 their 
fafefic, adding thereunto wa2des over furtous,as people 
paffioned. Andas the Cmperour then being placed in the 
fame chartot, although they fatd no tvo20 fo bis offence, be 
recetued the cochemans tntutte as bts olone; peefentlyp 
comaunding al bis }22etoztans tobich there did quard his 
perfoit.to take Naughfer at their tibertie, Andas al pers 
fons there prefent Wwere more deckt and trimmed fo2 the 
feall, then armed, either in redineffe foo battel : fo qreat coz 
paffion was tf fe bejold the multitudes of people that died 
there, witicut any offence, and Heading of bloud of fo mae 
ny innocentes; for if fentie o2 finelue bad offended, they 
Wwere moze then 15.thouflao that were there erecuted. be 
Romanes did neither cate, dzincke, Neepe,o2 doe any thing, 
but with great trembling, not doubting when thep oie 
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be acenfed, but tuben Baflianus foulde commande them 
fo be flaine ; for nenter fprant ord erecute that, which be 026 
dinarily perfourmedin Rome ; whichigto twete, twiths 
out any accufement of fifcall, 02 complaint of enimic, 02 
Wwante of (ernice, fo commanndeanp man fo be flaine, 


CHAP. VITI, 


Of the prouinces whiche Baffianus did trauell, 
and the thinges which he did therein, 


Axtet that Baflianus had flaine bis bother Geta , and 
bis entinies,as allo manic of bisfriendes , and infinite 
others p twere netther friends no2 foes : be departed frou 
Rome, tourneying tolvardes Germanie, whiche note ts 
named bigh Almaine;: tuith deferminaticn to bifite thofe 
BD20uttees , and to refourme bis armies, twohiche by coutis 
iuance of peace, Were groione foareate nealigence tr 
matfers of warre, A tobole fummer hee lodged neare bre 
to fhe riuer of Danubic, tobere be erercifed bunting, fiz 
{hing , playing , running , tozneping ,and fometimes fate 
iniudamente: anda matter foberetibe mave all men fo 
Wonder,was, that tn bearing anie caule af the inftant, he 
gaue fertence wherein be never erred,and alfo indamente 
accopbtng fo tuifice. Be bad greate velecfatid of that conns 
frie, and the people of the fame, makinge chovee of the baz 
liauntef and gallantef& perfonages of the pouthe of Gers 
manic , fo2 the quarde of bis perfon. he provinces adloy- 
ning Onto Danubie being fet in oder, he patted info Thraz 
cia, anv from thenceinfo the lande of Macedonia: with de- 
ferminatid fo bifite the natine countrie of Alexander the 
greate. All thinges therein the actesof Alexander twere 
grauen o2 patnted, bee repaired, renewed, and made bet- 
ferst miante other thinges be did both adde and tnuente,in 
fuch tite, that wal the kinadome of Macedonic there was 
neither cifte 02 temple, tubere be did not erecte fonts et* 
fice,02 place fome picture o2 counterfeite, 
Bhi ba = 
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Bafsianus perfourmed mante notable things tt Maces 
donia right Wwo2thy pate, and fome otier thinges neoleffe 
tobe derided: becaufe in manic places be caufled a bodte 
with tivo beads tobe patnted and alfo qrauen, thereof 
enc beintituled bute him felfe, and tbe other bnto Alex: 
ander, Zhe Macedonians did not a ltéfle (cozne this acte, 
that Bafsianus woulde compare with the greate Alexans 
der: fo2 they efteented their kinge tn fuche poffelion and 
eftate , that they fay and affirme, neither antein this life 
to be equall onto him: etther in the other wolde furmoits 
ted of none of the Dods . Bafsianus gretwe fo proude, tohen 
be fave bim (elf fo aeneraliy. prapled for bis twoozthyp 
acfes bone tn Macedonia, that he cimaunden al bis honfes 
houlde, not to call bpm Bafsianus, but Alexanderiand come 

raved al the captains of bis armie, fo intitale thé felues 
wu the nanes of Alexanders aunctent captatnes ; toberec 
of fhe Romanes received no {itall griefe, and al the auncis 
enfe feruaunts of bis father were not aliffle difaraced; fo 
if {cemed dnto them, p fince he did not fru them with the 
garde of bis perion, be wouldve not lone them, cither deale 
with themaccozding bnto bis accuffomed manner . idee 
” twouloe ofte put off ail bis Romaine apparrell, and cladde 
” bint felfe after § Fleinmith fathion : and further , the moze 
” antly to refemble them, be woulte tweare counterfeite 
” red bhaire: and hole muche the moze be bfen thefe thinges, 
” fo muche the areater was the ariefe onfo the Romaines, 
” Gifo he obfevucs a cuftome, both in eating and dzinkina, 
” inbis apparrell and feruice, as inall otber trauels which 
” all wayes foliotve the warres , but asa conuxon fouldi- 
” onr, {Ehappencd mante times, that ifa french tere fo be 
» mage, he fire woulde diqae , carrie forth carth , marche 
> onfoote, qrinde beeade cogne fo2 bis clone diet , and bake 
» if Dubder the affies. 
» Wee veliqhted tn bale levaina,forefemble the conunen 
» folotour , ao teoulde not o2uike In. qoive 02 filmer, but in 
»> teoggven tankards finally, be did not onelp abboore all 
» hinges that femed fuperflucus: but allo manie times, 
fpat 
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that tobich has right neceffaric. 

Wee commaunded alfo, that none Moulde attenve 
bim,ercept be iuere commaunded,o2 call bim Cimperour, 
but, companion: all tobiche bee did to obfaine their loue, 
and fofeeme admirable in bis tranels. Be comimaunded 
bis armic fo be Diutded info thee partes, andthe one fo 
be called Macedonike, the ofber Laconike, and the thirde 
Spartanike,in memogic of thzee famous pzoutnces of Gree 
cia, tobiche folotwed the greafe Alexander in all bis toars, 
a the people tohich be efteemed molt baliaunt and war- 

i £. 

Zfrom Macedonie bee take bis {vay onto Pergamus,a 
famous citic in Afia,fo bietve § temple of E(culapius:the 
father and founder of phpficke, in tobich temple be flept 
manie nights: and as be afterwardes faide,recetucd there 

manie auntiwers of p God Efculapius > € many coufels, as 
{yell fo2 conferuation ef bis bealth, as the qouernemente 
of bis coms wealth. Front Pergamus, Bafsianus departed 
to the cifie Ilion, that in tines patte had beene head of tic 
kingvome of Troy, where greate twatres tere long com: 
tinued betinirt the Greekes and the Troyans, tohiche bee 

founde not onelie deftroped , but alfo plowed and fotwen. 
Bafsianus did there greately defi to burie fome perfone, 
after the fatgion as in times pat they bad buricd Patros 
clus; and fo; accomplithment of bis vefire, be comniautt- 
bed popfott fo be giuen bnto Feltus his prtuate and fangs 
redferuaunt : whome,atter be was deade, be buried there 
acco2ding to thefathion whiche the Troyans bien with 
Patroclus: tobiche fact of bis Come ercufe, affirming that 
Feftus died ivitbout  Baflianus bis conmmanndes 
wtente. Before § Bafsianus entred high Almaine,be twould 
bifite Gallia Tranfalpina, ¢ affer afetve vayes of bis ets 
fraunce therin, commaunded p Peoconful of Narbona fa 
be Gatnesof which deede,asalfo of others which pe erecufed 
hefelinfop batred of p chiné people, ¢ veferucd p name of 
atvrant, Jn bis navigqatid fo Germanietito Afia, be foun 
Gin Celfint fo great danger,» p thip tt {elfe wherin be fatten 
1B bu, did 
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pinrent ¢ (mke.¢ be efcaped ima litle barke. be was trike 

ith fo areate feareon fea, that after be bad efcaped that 
paunger , be woulde oftentimes fap: Iknowenot what 
man hauing breade to eate,and garments to weareandco- 
wer him felfe on lande, woulde(to become an Emperour) 
© oto Sea. 


Po 


CHAP. IX, 


Of an horrible crueltie that Baffianus coms 
mitted in Alexandria, 


Ax F ter that Baflianus had fene the qreate Ilion, and the 

motte parte of Afia and Bithynia, be came dnto fhe cis 
tic of Antioche, ther be twas receiued 6 great ceremonie: 
andall the time that be remained there; no lee feafted. 
FrontAntioche he twoke bis wayinto Alexandrie, iwith 
gteatedefire to fe that famous citie, which the areate Ae 
Jexander bad builte : whereof the cittsens beetig aduertt- 
fed, they made motte folenme ¢ coftly peeparation , luberes 
With fo recetue him, tobich neuer bad beene dene'to anie 
prince,cither Greeke 92 Romaine:chiefly moned there bus 
to, becaufe tt twas fatde,fhat be teas a friende Dnto Alex- 
ander, Mante leagues befoze Bafsianus came nto the ci- 
tic , they repaired the bridges, amendedthe high toayes, 
furniMed all places tuith bicfuales , made manie fummer 
houfes with boucbes, and {cattered all the waves with 
flotwers: and further all bis tratne td take all thinges at 
their olwne pieafure, without paypmente of anie money, 
Wut when be arriuedin the citie, generally the Alexan- 
drines cane footh to recetue bim, tn motte goneous appas 
rell, accompanied with iafruments andmanic kindes of 
mufick . pr0tently at bis entrie tuto Alexandrie,be trent 
onfote bite the temples: where he offered teric arcate 
facrifices, and buried therein great quantities of t incente, 
mprbe, aloes, andfuche offer fumes. 

Mis becing sone, hee went to oifite the fepulehee of 


fig 
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the ateate Aexander, tobere te bled an tmperiall magquis 
ficeitce, that is fo tweete, be put off a molt rich robe where - 
lvith be twas clad , be tooke from bis cappea beooch cf 
greate price, a curious ccilar from Gis uecke, from bis 
bette a fone of balue ineftimatle, and from bis fingers 
all bis rings: € kneling bpen p ground did offer fhe fame 
bpon the fepulchze of the greate Alexander , Yucredible 
was the toy that the Alexandrines conceined stobebclsa 
lining peince of Rome,to have a Grecke prince tohich was 
deade in (o greate beneration: in refpect whereof, they 
loued bun with all theiv barfes, and (crucdbim twith all 
tbhetr power. 

Ail whiche thinges Bafsianus perfozmed,not of intenfe 
fo honour Alexander,o2 to pleafure the Alexandrines:but 
fwith moze certintte fo afure bimfelfe efthemall, and 
afterivardes topntite fo kill themall, Danie dayes had 
pat, fince Bafsianus had bo2ne greate batred bnto the 
Alexandrines and the occafion of bis bnkinoneffe was, be 
caule tf was fatde,that they {cozned him with tuo2ds, and 
alfo derided him in enterludes : faping , it was a fcoffing 
matter fo2 bim to make cOparifon Ww Alexander, toname 
bimfelfe Achilles, and to tmitate Hercules. Gifo BaGis 
anus onderfkode howe thep had muche delpifed hint , fo2 
Pp death of bis beotber Geta, ¢ laine their foungs pon bis 
oivnie mother, notinge ber bnchattitie: which iniuries bee 
wanted not (kill fo diffemble manic dapes; €after to re- 
ucinac the fame at an infant, 

Whe cale twas thus :the featts beeing FniMen, be cont 
inranded peoclantation to be made, that al the lufkie young 
mei, either fraungers,o2 natives of the countrie, Houlde 
muffcr ina ficlde, fo fhe ende be would lec, biewe, andals 
foarme them after p olde manner: faping, that fré thence 
foo2fb bis tuill vas, that al bis nen of warre Goals Giaht, 
1of after theozder of fhe Romanes , bat acco2ving to the 
fathion of the Creekes. 

Create glozie .and alle baine alovie pole fed the As 
lexandrines , tapenthep bearde thete proclamations; ano 
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be that miadt (cone , came fir into the fielde : conccis 
ning,that fuch as were the too.des of fie crier, fuch fhould 
be the uorkes of the Ciiperour . Ail the rcuth of Alexs 
andriaremaining in the fielte , Bafsianus with all bis ars 
nic in armour ifued forth tobcholde them, and be com- 
saunded to being them felues into a {quare, to p end, that 
otte by one, (oulve pally before hint,of wubome he twonlde 
take bis chopce and p2efently after giue them armour. 
Ratve twhen the miferable Alexandrines fkoode all as 
theepe fonether bnarited , Bafsianus gauea figne dnto 
his foldiours, to gine the charge as bpon enimies: twhoin 
ticir Naughter mate fo great bale, that withinanboure, 
rt ficlocs Were all couered, not totth Rolwvers, but with 
cad bodies. 
nBtdate {was the burte that Bafsianus committed that 
day Dpowthe Alexandrines: fo2 that be lefte the widotves 
without fonnes craundfathers without nephues, bnckics 
Wwifbouf confines, bocthzen without beeth2en , and neighs 
hours tolthout friends: in (uch tile, that none remained 
that was not flaine, 02 elfe foxmented with the death of o¢ 
thers. he place twwbere Bafsianus committed this greate 
treafon,and fo inbuimaine crueltie, tas ita boade plaine 
ficide neare Onto the qreafe riuer Nulus andthe number 
twas {o qreate of them which tere flaine , that the bloude 
by ftreames ranne though thofe ficldes, and fapned and 
died that rincr Nilus : int fuchertreme manner, that that 
fo ftately a riuer (emied not to runne foith water, but with 
tlonde , Sohe Alexandrines map not be ercufed of their 
fanlfe, in {peaking cnill of Bafsianus, defameing bis mos 
tier, ¢reprelonting bts bile factes in enterludes, Admit- 
ting that of euii wecan {peake bnt euill , yet princes enter 
notinto this reckoning, whofe workes we hauelicence to 
judge onely in our hacteatasit not with the toung to blafa 
phemeand defpife them, 

Gnd albeit the offence of fhe Alexandrines tvas berie 
areat, yea, though it bad bene much greater, pet without 
comparifon, miucbe moze Ocbement was the crueltie 0 
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Bafsianus did erecute on them: tobich if be bad bene, as he 
ought fohanebene, the contratic be would haue perfours 
med 302 Inthe houfes of heroycall and excellent princes, 
chaftifement is giuen by ounces , and clemencic without 


meafure. 


CHAP. X. 
Ofa letter which Bafsianus did write vnz 
to the kinge of Parthians to haue his 
daughter in marriage, 


{= famed bnto Bafsianus, that fo robbe temples, fo facke 

foinnes, fo fubuert wwalles, and fokil the whole neighs 
bourbod of Alexandrie, tvas but afmal matter,tn re(pect 
of bis bile and cruell conditions twherivith be was inclined: 
and fo this ende be determined fo attempt fo rave and cdts 
ous atreafon,y all men which thould beare 02 reade thers 
of , miaht counte bis crueltic pat buta trifc. Euen as az 
mongft fuch as be vertuous, one vertue awaketh another 
vertue 3 fo amongft the wicked, one euill or mifchiefe 
draweth with it another mifchiefesin fuch wife,that there 
are fome perfons fo vowed,vnto euill and mifchiefe, that 
without delaie fall into the profunditie of all manner of 
viceand mifchiefe. Zhe cafe was thus, that Bafsianus fe: 
ing himlelfe inthe Cate partes, badadefire tomake a 
conquett of the Parthians ; and fo2 that be Durie not make 
thent fwarre openly , be rememb2ed fo deuife a trea- 
fon fo2 them in fecreate. So much moze vile was the facte, 
as fitall wash occafion which mouedbintto commit the 
fame:fo2 at that peefent the Parthians with the Romanes, 
& the Romanes with the Parthians, were tn greate friends 
{hip, ano confederacte. 

TWithout adnice of parentes, friends, 02 counfelers,Baf- 
fianus fente a greate Ambaflage vito Arthabanus ktitg of 
Parthia, fending alfo manieandrichtuels, and Lorifinge 
With bis otone bande a letter after this manner. 
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Bafsianus Antoninus, onely Em- 


perour of the Romanes, to Arthabanus 
the greate king of Parthians, health, 
and good fortune. 


(.*.) 


The famous auncient Romanes, and many of the 
principall of my predeceflours, came from the W ett 
into Afia, onely to make warre vppon this thy king- 
dome:but I come not to make thee warre,but to feek 
peace, and to this peace, both thou & I haue to fearch 
ameane, thatit may be perpetuall : for otherwife, 
a iuft warre were more fafe for princes, then a fayned 
peace . Aswecreadin bookes , and heare of our 
forefathers , there isnot a more briefe and founde 
waye, for greate enimies to growe tobee faithful 
friendes , then by recouering newe aliance by the 
waye of marriage: for in true and faithfull marria- 
ges as the married be toyned in bodies: fo be they 
lincked and confederate in heartes and mindes. Al- 
though {ome Princes haue married with the daugh- 
ters of Con{uls and Senatours , and admitting they 
haue fo done, I will not fo doe: forthat [ was borne 
a prince , and ama prince, and will dye aprince: 
wherefore, 1 wiil not marrie but with the daughter 
ofa Prince. WVhen congruently or aptly it may be 
done, itagreeth not with the maieftie of the Empire, 
thatthe Prince this day fhould holde him for his fa- 
ther in lawe , whome he helde yefterday for his vat- 
fall, Although the wiues of Princes vfe not tocom- 
maundeand gouerne, yet we muft craunt,that when 
Princeffes 
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Princefles be the daughters of high Princes, and def- 
{cended of royallbloud, the people and fubiegtes are 
more honoured , fatiffied , and pleafed : and fuch 
bring foorth children more noble and: generous. 
The Empire of the Romanes',and the Empire of the 


Parthians , are two the mofte renoumed Princes 


throughout the whole worlde: for, notwithftanding | 


the oneat times hath fubdued the other : yet neuer in- 
tirely had the onelordhhip of the other. I am prince 
ofthe Romanes, and thou art Prince of the Par- 
thians : if thou wilt marrie thy daughter with mee, 
with greate good will I would matche with her : and 
after this manner , of two diuided Empires wee hhall 
make one inconcorde.. Thefe two Empires beeing 
ioyned , may there be any kingdome that will difo- 
bey them? orany king that thall dare to faye againft 
them? Idemaunde not thy daughter for her beautie, 
for there are others muche fairer.in mine Empire: 
neither doe I requeft her for thy richefle , for 1 haue 
fufficient , neither doe I craueher , to recouer more 
vaflals : for Thaue kingdomes ynough fubtefte ynto 
mee. ButI doit, becaufe of auncient enimies , wee 
might frame our felues immortall friendes : in fuch 
wife, that as hitherto we haue had you in contempt, 
as barbarians, from hencefoorth wee fhall behaue our 
felues as brethren. 

Thincke not that I write thus vato thee , by thy 
fauour to be retienged of mine enimies : or, for that 
my kingdomes haue rebelled againft mec (as thou 
fhalte vinderftande by, thefe mine Ambafladours) 
which my father lefte vnto mee fo plaine , and their 
Princes fo dedicated to obedience, that they doe not 
onely accomplifhe what I commaunde them , but 
Bb.y. alfo 
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alfo requeft mee to inioyne them more. | 

Ifin this which I write to thee, thou thinkeft there 
be déceipte, thou oughteft alfo to conceiue, that I 
fhalbee moft deceiued : partely, for that beeing (as I 
am Ja RomanePrince, and partely , becaufe lam 
the perfon whiche fueth : for that in this marriage 
thou aduentureft not more then thy daughter: but I 
committe vnto Fortune, mine honour, goods , and 
perfon. Herein willfaye no more , but Ipraye 
theetoreceiue thee iewelles which I fende thee in 
good parte: andto that which mine Ambafladours 
fhall faye,giue credite. 


Whe kine of the Parthians , after he bad read this 
leffer,and bearde the Ambafladours ftobat they bad fo 
faye in the bebalfe of Bafsianus , dtd aunfiwer him after 
this manner. 


| CHAP, XI. 


@Of another folemne letter , wherein the 
king ofthe Parthians aune 
{wered Bafsianus. 


eArthabanus, king of the auncient 
kingdome of the Parthians , to Antoni- 
nus Bafsianus , the onely Ro- 
mane Emperour , 
health,& pro- 
{peritic, 


Before 
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Beforeall thinges,I giuc thankes vnto the immor- 
tall Gods , becaufe they haue put into thy heart, that 
which thou haft written: and that which thou with 
thy Ambaffadours haft fent to faye vnto vs . By that 
which I haue readin thy letters, and hearde of thy 
Ambafladours, Iknowe that thou beleeueft in the 
Gods , and haft nor taken counfell of men: for men 
alwayes giue counfell vnto Princes to make watre: 
but the Gods alwayes perfuade them to keepe peace. 
Thou fay eft that the Romane Princes , thy predecef- 
fours, alwayes paffed into Afia , witha minde deter- 
mined to make warre with the Parthians: but ioynt- 
ly herewith, I would thou fhouldeft confider , thatas 
the warre which yetooke in hand againft vs was vn- 
iuft , fo fortune was vnto them , alwayes vnfortu- 
nate : for it is not the will of the Gods, that by an vn- 
iuft warre , an entire yictorie fhould be obteined . Ye 
Romanes tooke the enterprife tobe Lordes of the 
whole worlde: and to profecute the fame, ye rigged 
foorth many nauies and fleetes, ye ioyned greate ar- 
mies , conquered ftraunge prouinces , deftroyed ma- 
ny kingdomes, killed much people, robbed infinite 
treafures , and aduentured yourfelues into great and. 
immeafurable daungers : and inthe ende, that which 
they had obteyned, they loft, yea, the conquerours 
alfo loft hem felues: becaufe , whatfoeuer is gotten 
to the preiudice of another man, is loft to the greate 
hurte & offence of him that obteined the fame. That 
which thou promufeft in thy letter , and in thy name 
thy Ambafladours offer mee, am not onely bound’ 
to accepte , but alfo deferued greate difpleafure, 
if I durft dente the fame : beecaufe it is a thinge 
mofte iufte , that the Goddes make watte yppon » 

a era that 
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y prince,which refufeth the requeft of men in peace ! 
Thou fayeft thatthe chiefeft meane to cofirme peace 
is,for princes to practife marriage betwixt théfelues, 
I denie not, but that in fome perfons it is mofte true; 
but itis no generall rule forall men: for we daily {ee 
betwixte mofte neare kinred and alies , mofte oreate 
quarelles and {candalsto arife .My greate graund- 
father was father in Jawe ynto kinge Arfacidas , and 
atterwardes the one flewe the other in y fielde:and ¥ 
vetie {amewe beare reported to haue chaunced a- 
mongft you: Pompey married with the daughter of 
Tulius,and afterwardes Iulius ouercameand deftroy- 
ed Pompey his fonnein lawe: in fuche wife, that 
the marriages which they madetoconferue peace,did 
awake and inflame them to more cruell warre. The 
Prince that hath feare of the Goddes, and is natural- 
lic giulen to peace, may not finde a better meane to 
obtaine thefame,thé to be quiet in his owne realme: 
for, {peakinge the verie trueth, the princethat is fatif- 
fied with his owne proper eftate,needeth not to fecke 

affinitic inftraunge kingdomes . Vnto my father 
werc offered greate, noble,and mightie mariages frd 
{traunge kingdomes : whereunto he woulde neuer 
confente , either hardely indure to heare thereof: and 
woulde ofte fay vnto me,that manie kinges and king- 
domes he had {cence loft by mariage in ftraungecoun- 
tries sand therefore woulde not matrie me,but with- 
in his owne kingdome: and faide, at the houre of his 
death , that if I woulde line manieyeares in feace,I 
fhoulde not abandon my children to ftraunge marti- 
ages, ; 
I had three fonnes , whiche nowe bee all deade- 
and there remaineth ynto mebut only one daughter, 
in 
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in whome remainethall my hope: and ifthe Gods 
would, and my deftinies permitte, I woulde give her 
an hufbande within mine owne natural] countrie, 
whome I mightefteemeas my fonne, andhe me as 
his father:for my intent, is,not to giue her an hulband 
thachath much goods, but in his perfon greate wor- 
thineffe . : 

To that which thou fayeft of the kingdoms of Par- 
thians , & the Empire of Romanes , would do verie 
wel to be ioyned in one:thon haft great reafon in that 
which y fayeft,if ic might be done with as great faci- 
litie,as it is fpoken:but how is it pofsible they may be 
made one, being(as they are) fo ftrange in nation ? fo 
diftant in fituationy fo diftin& in language? fo diuers 
in lawes?and aboueall the refte ,{o contrarie in con- 
ditions g Since betwixt you and vs, there are fo ma- 
nie landes,countries , nations, hills, andfeas: howe 
is it pofsible; the bodies beeing fo diftante , that the 
harts may be vnitedy VV eeare much better knowne 
vunto the Godds, then wee knowe our felues : and 
fince they haue created vs, and feparated vs , the one 
from the other: howe is it pofsible for ys to liue,and 
enioy together? for by greate diligence that men may 
vie , either power that princes may practife, it is im- 
pofsible for them to {catter that , whiche the Godds 
do gather together : or to ioyne that whiche they 
do feparate. 

[fdaou wilte haue men for thy warres,I wil fende 
them! If thou wilt haue money to inrichthy treafure, 
J will furnithethee! [fy wilt enter peace with mee, 
I will graunte it! Ifthou wilte that wee be brothers 
inarmes , by othe I will confirme it! Finally, tex- 
cepte nothing betwixte thee and mee but that thou 


do 
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do not craue my daughter to wife: I am determined, 
8 wilnot, for giuing my daughter a good marriage, 
leaue my countrie tributarievnto ftraunge people. 
The precious iuells and greate riches which thou fen- 
teft me, I haue receiued with greate good will, and I 
{ende thee others, although notfuch, either fo riche; 
neuertheleffe thou mayeft alwayes cocetueby them, 
thatthe kinges of the Parthians , haue greate trea- 
furesin their keeping , and no leffe noblenefle of 
mindetofpendethem . Nomore, butthe Goddes 
bethy defence , and thatthou of me, and] of thee 
may fee good fortune. RAB O ERO aes 


CHAP,XIL 


HoweBafsianus committed a greate treafon 
again{ft the Parthians, 


T Bs letter beina receined by Bafsianus ,he made fem 
-” blance of greate fozrowe, that the kinge of Parthians 
{would nof gine him bis Daughter fo Wife: hotobeit,be ceas 
{ed not therefore eftfones to waite, efende moze peefents, 
fobzinge fo paffe by tmpoztunities , that tobich of will be 
might not frame . Arthabanus confidering the impo2tus 
nities of Bafsianus in tw2itinge, and bis largeffe in fenting 
moze riche iuells,not doubting p ante guile might be cons 
cealedin that marriage, did yealde him felfe orto the 
indgmente of bis friendes: tubo counfelled bi, that bee 
fhoulde not in anic tile, but accept the Citperour of Ro- 
maines fo? bis fonnein lawe:for tf might be, that bee 
Moulde recouer bin foz an enimic, that would not accepe 
bim for afonne, Zhe fame beeing {pread tenes: au 
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Afia, that the kinges panabfer hoolve marrte teith the 
Cmpersur ef Rome,Balsianus aduiied to repaire and pres 
pare with all (peede: {6 fiat in all cities of the Parthians 
fobere be patted, they did not oniy not refifte bin , but 
with greafe top 1D recetue and feak him : fo2 they hele it 
fo2 areat Dainie aloste , fo fee their prince tle demannded fo2 
twife by fhe great Cmpercur of Rome, Zn ail places where 
Bafsianus pafled , be offered riche facrificesin their ten- 
ples,and gaue create rewardes bnto fuche as did attende 
and receiue him sall tubtche be diffenbled , to efcape ful- 
picion ofthe erceeding malice, whiche be determined to 
erecute, Bafsianus beeing arriuedat the create citie Pars 
thinia, there mo times the greate kinge of Parthians 
was refidente: Arthabanus tfucd foozth to receine bis 
fone Bafsianus, tobe mott truly ranne foo2th,as cdfozmas 
ble bnéo peace,as Bafsianus readie and determined fo2 the 
Wwarres. Shere tiucd forth with kinge Arthabanus, not 
only the noble and valiaunt perfonages of bis houfe 
aid courte, buf alfo all {he men of pofver and toealth of 
bis kingdome , tobich againft that dap were called and did 
attende:in fach toile,» by bis traine p kinge difcoucred bis 
balure, as alfo the noblenetfe of bis people, Motive when 
the Parthians beqanne fo iopne with the Romaines, and of 
both partes qreate courteftes offered, Bafsianus gaue a 
figne onfo bis armedkniahts, fogiue acharge bpon the 
Parthians, bpon tobome they erecuted as areate a flaugh- 
fer, as Hanibal aft Canafle, and Scipio at Carthage, 
Whe kinge Arthabanus as be came in the trouve of all 
his ropaltie , tooke bis feruaunts hoafe, and cane bim 
fife fo fight: and then as tt twas night,¢ bis boofe veric 
fwift , be bad leafure fo efcape with bts life; although not 
able fo defende bis conntric. 

sLhis beeing donne, be fackt the royall palace , aud al 
fhe cific, and after commiaunded firefo be ginen ftoall 
parties thereof, witebe be perfourmed inall citics where 
be patled, allthe time that he remained in Parthia: and 
freely gauelicence bito bis annie, fo take tubat they 
nughf, ¢ to kill Cobome (hep ivoula, his tas $ manner p 
Baflianus 
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Baffianus bfed, te fubdue fhe Parthians sivbiche conquett 
with moze reafon map be termed p invention ofa trays 
four, then the conqueft of an Curperourt: fo2 theinnocente 
Parthians toere rather folde, ther onercrome. At the pres 
fenfe when thefe thinges pated , Bafsianus did tnaite bnto 
the Senate: aduertifinge them that bee bad fubdued all 
pouitices and kingdomes of fhe Calle bnfofhe Romaine 
Cinpire: fome by fogce,and ofhers by good twill: and that 
allthough the Romane princes, bis predeceffours, did ers 
cede hiniin peares andriches : pet not fo be comparable 
bnfo him in victories. Dhe Senate being iqnozante of 
the create treafor of Bafsianus p2actifed again the Pare 
thians (becanfe they recetued bis letters, befoze ante other 
mefleiger bad made repozte thereof) were Verte topfull, 
aid made create fealtesin Rome, placeing bis counters 
felt voor all the cates of the cific: but affer thep bnvers 
ftoode the trueth of the treafon connmitted , they tere fo 
muche qriened With that fo bile’ Deede, that tf the Parthi- 
ans Did faffer , fhe Romanes did bewayple, 


CHAP. XIIII,. 


How Bafsianus was flaine by the commauns 
demente ofhis private captaine 
Macrinus. 


he Cmperour Bafsianus beeing departed from fhe fer- 

ritozies of Parthia,came dnto the proutuce of Mefopos 
tamia, tobich was inthe moneth of Dctober :and beeinge 
full of wuoodes toberin were beed mante wilde beaftes, be 
Wwoulde remaine tu the thicket thereof : for that be was 
moze given to chafe in mountaines, then fo batwke in 
ficldes, 

Whe captaines of Bafsianus arntic toere fiv0 Romanes, 
namep Audentiusjand Macrinus. Audentius asa ruf- 
tical verfott,as concerning maters of p cOnion wealth: but 
berte expert ¢ ballauntin toarrelike affaires, Macrinus 
cons 
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confrarpicile,tn qouerning the common tocalth, was wile 
and fbilfull: but tn martiall affaires, fome what negligent, 
anduotouer fortunate. Baflianus divlike very well of 
Audentius, and no leffe euill of Macrinus,and did not onlp 
iviffe, but alfo fatd of bim much eutll; murmaring that 
bee twas negligent,a cotvard, vitions,an epicure,a-glutton 
that did cate much, and datncke not a litle: and that at bis 
conuming fo Rome,be tooulo remoue bim from all charge 
in matters of tuarre. Macrinus was aman very wel lears 
Ned, and in bis (peach nolefle refosmed: and in all thinges 
that they fain bnto bint, touching that which Baflianus 
Mheald fpeake of him, be aunfwered : that wbhatfoeuer bis 
God lord had fatd of him, toas fpoken of qreat affection, not 
fo the end to defame him as an eniinie, but fo cozrecte bins 
asafonne. Although Macrinus bien this fpeach openly, 
pet be bad ofber matter inbis bart {ecretly,as afterwards 
inthe fuccefle of affairestt manifettlp appeared : fo2, at 
fuch time as Baflianus would baue remoued Macrinus 
from bis honour and eftate, Macrinus difpatchen bim of 
his life. : 

Che cafe was thus, that Baflianus being inclined of bis 
olwne proper natute.fo knotwe fecretes,not onely of met, 
but alfo of ods, and diuels, alivayes fearina bimfelfe, 
that by practife of fome treafon,thep would take away bis 
life, bee twas neuer void df the conucrfation of Sozcerers, 
fothfapers, and inchanters, fo aduertife him bow long bee 
Mould liue,anv tubat death bee thoulddie, Mot fatiffien 
with fuch Bagictans,fothf{ayers, forcercrs , and inchauins 
fers, as did attend on bis perfon in the twarres, bee would 
fend bnto the P2efed of Rome named Maternianus, to 
twhome Baflianus committed the crevite of his fecretes: 
fn2itinge aletter butobim twith bis owne poper bande, 
commaunding him, with qreat diligence and fecrecte,fo ale 
femble Magicians, Sorcerers, Sothfapers,gnchaunters, 
and Affrologians, to know of them,not onelp botw long be 
Mouid liue, and how he Honld die: but alfo to Demaund of 
thet, if there were any perfon toithin the Empire, that 
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defired o2 procured to be Cutperour , AZaternianus perfo2s 
medalltvat, which his Lo2d Baflianus had twattten vnte 
hint: whether it were any magician o2 fothfayer that fain 
if, either any enimte of AZacrinus finding oppo2tunitie foz 
bis purpofe : AZaternianus did to2tte and aduertife Baflia- 
nus, that be bad affembled all the forcerers,inchanters,tte 
uiners, magictans, fotbefapers, altrologtans and augurs: 
and that the refolution of thetr counfell tuas, that tf hee 
Wwould enioy p Empire, it were conaenient that AZacrinus 
Wwere flaine. At the inftant when the pot returned ww his 
ictters from Rome, Baflianus twas placed in bis coche, 
to go fo2th on hunting:¢ not remebzing what be had twzte 
fen,cither peefuming tohat might be wettte,faid onto AZa~ 
crinus,that be (ould open and read them alisand tf that be 
ford therin matter of great impoztance,to confult therins 
and al ofber {mal matters, that be bunfelfe fhould proutde 
aunfiwere,and difpatch. Zacrinus reading thele letters,as 
tocl {uch as tere written bnto Baflianus, as dato bimfelf, 
came alfo to read the letter of AZaternianus,Wwyerin be ads 
uertifes Baflianus of the aunfivere twbhich the magictans 
had giuen bim, which ts to fay, that paefentlyp it were cons 
venient that 2Zacrinus fhould be put to death: whereof be 
twas not alitle abathed , holding it fo2 great gwd bap, tha€ 
this (ecrete had chaunced into his onelp handes,before any 
other perfon: fo, af the inftant that Baflianus might have 
read thisleffer, be would haue cOmaunded AZacrinus bis 
head fo flee from bis foulders. AZacrinus doubting, that 
Maternianus might returne towzite of the fogmier matter 
tuto Baflianus,and that, were if but fo2 cdcealing that lets 
ter, bee teould thozten him by the thoulders , aduifed fo 
poacife the death of Baflianus,befoze be Gould experiment 
the fame on him. Amongek thent that garded the perfon of 
Bafhianus, there was one Afartianus, tobe accozdinalyp bad 
a bother alfo of bis quard(bim fo2 a fmall difpleafure Baf- 
fianus commaunced to be Maine Jand with 7Zartianus bled 
two2ds of areat defpite : ti fuch maner,that AZartianus w 
thole tem2ds remayned difaraced , {of bis byothers death 
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areeued and afflided. After AZacrinus bnverfade this pale 
fion fo reigne in AZartianus againft Baflianus , bee fir 
entered twith bint tn familiaritic, and gaue bim filucr and 
gold , recetucd bim info bis friendthip, and cuery day lead 
bim into rememb2ance of the tnint death of bis brother: 
fo tbe ende bee (ould not groiwe cold, but bofe tn hatred av 
gaint Baflianus. Pow twben AZacrinus felt,that by bis 
benefits be bad recoucred AZartianus fo? bis faithful fritd, 
and beought btin into great difpatie and moetall hatred of 
Baffianus , be greto fo cpofition to deprive him of his tife, 
foz tobich deede, bis reward thould be great: tobereof AZar- 
tianus did fake great delighte , and bound bimfelfe fo pers 
forme the fame:partlp to revenge the death of bis bother, 
as alfo fo condefcend bnto the requeft of bis frient’ Macri- 
nus, Baffianus being refivent in Careucaa citie of Mefo- 
potamia,came fozth to bifite a temple of the Condefle Lu- 
na, tivo miles tifkant from the citie:and being conffrapned 
bppon the way, fo dnburden bis bellie, bee entered the 
thicket of the couerf,accompanied but with ene feruaunt: 
and Martianus that attended but oppeatunitie fo accoplify 
bis ponitfe, entered bppon Baflianus being twithdzatver 
intothe thicket of the (heubs, profecuting bis necefitte al 
alone, Martianus frake bim with a launce dotwne flat bps 
pon the ground: tubich twound twas fo mo2tall,that withs 
put moze woo2des , 02 frenath fo mone, where the launce 
went in, tbe life came out. After that Martianus bad faine 
Bafhanus , be toke bis boofe and fled: but as the imperiall 
guard was at band, within a leage be teas overtaken, and 
laine with lances :in {uch wife, that after bee bad taken 
reuengmnet of bis enimie,be entoypet bis life but one bour. 
SLhis was the end of the bnbappte Cmperour Baffianus, 
{hole life did merife a flaunderous death ; fo2 that it was 
nof dnreafonable, that be which had bilb fo many friends, 
by treafon (oul be Maine with enimies, 
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q How Macrinus excufing himfelfe of the 
death of Baffianus,did aduaunce 
himfelfe with the Empire. 


O HP the felfe fame day that Antoninus Bafhanus fyag 
bo2ne, which was the eight of April , be wag flaine, 
rltiif.veares of bis age being accomplifhed,and bj,peares of 
bis @mpire andreigneerpired., {Che firft man that came 
Onto him after be was Maine, twas Macrinus, who bewate 
led bis death twith fo great Didimulation , as if be bad not 
bene the ma that peocurend {0 bile a deve. Macrinus twas 
right fo2tunate that Martianus twas flaine woben bee was 
taken : fo2 all mien thought and alfofaiv, that Martianus 
bad laine bis 02d Baflianus , not by inducemente of anp 
perfon, but foreuenge bis boothers death. Many others 
iwere of this confpiracie befins Macrinus,that ozdepned it, 
and Martianus that fought } fame: p is to fay Nemefianus 
¢ bis byotber Apolinarius, Renonuus ¢ Agrippa,al tobich 
bad {two2n bis death: fome fo2 iniuries which they had ree 
ceiued,¢ others fo2 {eruice bnrecompenced.422efentlp bps 
pon Baffianus bis death , Macrinus commaunnded bis boop 
tobe burnt, and bis atbes to be placed ina coffin of gold: ¢ 
fo {vith great gard, and no leffe accompanted,bee fente the 
fame bnfo Iulia bis mother in lat,being then at Antioch: 
inho at the infante toben fhe onverftoove Baffianus fo be 
Dead, danke a lifle potfon, wherewith the finithen ber life, 
Whe cafe Lading in this ettate , netwes arriued at the Ro- 
maine caimpe, that Arthabanus king of Parthians purfued 
Antoninus Bafhanus, to erecute vengeance fo2 the iniurie 
twhich he had recetued : and tothe Came end, the king ¢ bis 
knightes, befoze they came fo the ficld, made a bole bnfo 
their Gods, heuer moze to returne with life, befoze they 
bad Maine the Cinperour Baffianus, he Romanes behels 
themfelues in great confafion, onthe one parte, findes 
ing themislucs in fo fraunge a Countrie sie 
ou 
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out fope of fuccour, and alfo fo2 the death of their paince 
and their enimie fo neere af band: fo repaire and remedie 
tobich mifchicfe, feith great diligence they elected a prince 
hained Audentius, aman of boned life , and of great erpes 
rience tn the wearres : twbich be refufed,allenging fo2 bins 
felfe, ane and fickenefe : and that of bis election bee might 
hot gather but trauel ¢ offence onto the common toealth, 
wo oayes tuas the armte twithont an Cmperour, andin 
the end bppon Audentius bis refufall, they elected Macri- 
nus fo2 Emperour, wbich election dio rather paoceed of nes 
‘cellitic, then of wills becaufe their Parthian enimies were 
bery neere,¢ the Wwozthie perfons of fheCmpire berp farre. 
Aboue (ce made mention of Iulia; the mother inlaw onto 
Baflianus : this Labdie being a Widolwe, and refident in the 
Court, in the fununer time Baflianus bebeld ber at afeatk, 
a6 (he was, balfe naked, and inflamed with ber lone fain 
biito her thefe tvo20s, [fit were poflible to renounce this 
name mother,which I owe thee:from henceforth I would 
call thee wife, Iulia aunftweted: Ifthou wilt,thou mayeft, 
becaufe princes haue authoritie to make lawes,but are not 
bound to obferucthem. Qnoas in Baflianusloue did as 
bound,(o finding in Iulia a readte minde,p2elently be mare 
ried with ber: in {uch tuile,that onto patriciove be added itr 
cell: thatis fo fay, that bauing Maine bis baother Geta,ale 
fo be married bis fathers wife. 

Baflianus naturally twas euil inclined: and tf bis father 
Were cruell, be was mofk crucll in cating difozdinate, ti: 
ditching bntemperate: for many tines in his ercefle of 
drinke,be would falke at large, Fromibis infancie he was 
hated of all perfons,no leffe of bis otone, then of rangers, 
the Pzetorian knights onely ercepted : which toas not fo2 
the benefites,that of bim they bad receiucd : but fo2 the lt 
bettie which he naue them torobbandfieale, Sone noe 
fable butloinges bee erected in Rome, efpecially cerfaine 
Hately bathes, which bee named after bis lune name, tn 
cot and curionfies erceeding all tuookes and buildinaes it. 
Rome,ie mane allaagate in Rome,¢ called if Scueriana, 
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_ inthe reuerence of the name of bis father Severus: tuberin 
he caufed to be grauen al the bicozies and triumpbhes that 
bis father bad obteined, either after 02 before be was Cm 
perour, Wee was the firkt that bought bnto Rome the ts 
mage of the Dovdelle fis : bnto tohonte be edified a funnps 
tusus temple, and therein div contlitute potettes. We lett 
no child eitber leaitinvate o2 not legitimate, but Helioga- 
balus, whom be bad bya neece of bis mother Lulia,of whom 
We Wwill (peake in the bilozie following, 


The life of the Emperour Heliogaba- 
lus, compiled by fir Anthonie of 


Gueuara,Bifhop of Mondonnedo,preacher, 
chronicler,and counfeller vnto the Em-~ 
perour Chatles the 
fifte. 


Ce ADs ae 


@ Of the linage and nouriture of the Empe- 
rour Heliogabalus, 


ean 19 C fecond wife of Scucrus {yas named 

Tulia, fobich nas mother bnfs Geta,and 
mother in late bute Baffianus : this Iu- 
lia, when the was married bnfo Severus, 
ZG: brought onfo Court with ber an elder fis 
ees Alltter, named Mefia,a tuoman of propoztts 
on fufficient faire and comely, but of condition bery twilte, 
Ghis Mefia had with ber tivo daughters, tobereof the el 
Der was named Semiamira, and the yonger Manea : both 
bomneinthe Emperour Scucrus bis Courfe,and bed and 
nouritoenalonatime after in the houfe of fhe Cmperour 
Baffianus. @be Wweiters of thofe times donot name, wha 
was the bufband of Mefia, and the father of Semiamira, : 

fy 
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of Manea: and therefore doubted fo be conceived in aduls 
teric, 02 that the father toas of linage obfcure. 

Mefia remapning in the Court of Scucrus with ber five 
Daughters, being young s very faire, Baflianus the fonne 
of Seuerus bad accefle Onto Semiamira, and begate of ber a 
fontie named Antoninus Caracalla: and fo2 the loue of [u- 
lia his aunf,and alfo fo the end fhe damiofell hould not bee 
Delpifed in the fighte of Seuerus, the graundmother vied fo 
oteat Chill in this bufines , thatno perfor of the Courte 
might percetuc the daughter fo be toith child, 02 byoucht a 
bed: 02 whether p child tuas put forth to be nourled, Whe 
annctent linage of this wontd Mefia , tuas of Phocnicia,¢ 
bone the asin a citie called Mefania, nere tuto whiche 
place(in times patt )a battell bad bene fought, betivene p 
Rhodians and the Phoenicians, Antoninus Caracalla ott 
the fathers fide, twas fonne bnto the Cmperour Baflianus, 
and on the mothers fide fonwe of Semiamirasand concetued 
in abulferic, Whe p child was fine peares of ane,be was 
bought onto the Courte,and there beed ¢ nourif}ed with 
the mother and qraundmother:but all the dayes that Baf- 
fianuslined,they never durit fay that tt was bis fonnesbee 
caufe Iulia hts aunt and mother inlatve to Baffianus, bad 
married with the (elfe fame Baflianus : and if the bad knoe 
wen the child fo be fuch, the would bane flatne tf, banrthed 
her Mevce,¢ fent away ber fitter. Lhis woman Mefia tras 
fo Wwife,4 prouident,that in the retqne of Scucrus,at Court 
all men did ferue ber , ¢ after in the Daves of Baflianus thee 
conunaunded and qoueried alltbinges at ber otwne pleas 
fures and this toas in fuch ertreeme wife, p with ber be oto 
take counfel fo2 the affaires of the cimton Wealth, and thee 
Did alivaves accompanie hin, whither focucr he went out 
of Rome,aléhough tt were Muto the warres, BWhis Mefia 
was frank of (peach,¢ of no qreat refozmation of life.betw, 
eit bery (hilful in al Chings which the aduentured fo fake 
inhavnd-fe2,notwitanding almen ban of ber great fufpicio, 
yet they tere felwe $ aftepnen Unto her feerete o2ifts. Ale 
though on the one part, (he was aceufed fc be lewd. loafe 
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of life , yet on the otber thee twas praifed, becanfe the tuas 
bery wife inall thinges wherein the gaue countell: which 
mot clearely appeared, fo2 that in the 16, peates in which 
fhe remained in the Courte and manours of thole princes. 
(fobs by her tudgement andopinion were governed ) he 
was neuer ferne totwite 02 rep2oue any perfon with ber 
tongue:o2 gine confel in any thing that offended the cont 
mon wealth, WBeing (as the was) fiter dnto Lulia the Cme 
preffe, and fo accepted with thofe princes’, this Mcfia twas 
saruetlous riche sand the caule thereof twas, that all god 
thinges which were bacant in the Cmpire he craned,and 
whatfoener twas giuen ber thee recetued. .Wbefecond 
panagbter of this Mefia,amed Mancaymaried with a Coe 
ful named Verius, and baought him forth a forme, then nae 
mcd Alexius, but afterivards Alexander the Cmperours 
in (uch Wwife,that this Mefia had one fitter, an Cmpzefle: € 
fatuc ber tivo nephues Emperours, Melia doubting that 
forme day it might come fo the notice of Lulia ber fifter,that 
Antoninus Caracalla {vas the fonne of ber bufband Baflia- 
nus, aduifed fo fend both ber nephues bnto ber otune poe 
« per countrie of Phoenicia, there tobold them moze fafe, 
« andbetter taught. In the prouince of Phoenicia asa 
_, Moff fumptuous temple, dedicated bnto the God Helioga- 
__ balus, the wazkemanthip whereof tas tw2oughEall of far 
, wen fone, as if it had bene timber, in the topning whereok 
_, tbe appeared nofeame,but all me tudged(that knew not 
_. that fecrete) that the tobole temple bad bene made of one 
_, fone, Chere was not in that temple,as twas in other tes 
_ ples, twhich is to tuit, any imace 02 fimulach2e of anp Dod: 
out that wbich it contepned, twas a blacke thining fone, 
“ great ¢large bencath,and bpivards moze narrow, wheres 
“ in was qrauenthe Sunne andthe Mone, right cartoully ¢ 
“ (ubtily; tobich in bicwe and bebcloing did dastll the eyes 
“ of men, She people of Phoenicia did repoot, that the fem: 
< ple fuas made bymans band,but the fone tas fent bp the 
<< Gods from heaven : fo2 fubich caufe thep offered bpon the 
< fame, filuer, gold, ielucls, and other great riches’: nee i 
| ag 
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fvas bifited, not onely by the natines of Phoenicia, but al: »; 
fo from many partes of Afia, 2 

An that temple, there were not onely paieftes, but alte »» 
Pbtlofopbers: fo the ende that fome Hoult facrifice , and, 
others teache and refourme maners ; becaufe that temple »» 
{was tnoued with fo great riches, that there tuas {ufticient »» 
both foz the one ¢theother. Heliogabalus beingof$ age »» 
of rilif, peres, and bis confin Alexius of the age of tivelue », 
veares, thetr granndmother Mefia placed themin that »» 
temple, to enure them fo offer (acrifices, ¢ fo learneWDbi- »,» 
lofopbie . hele twobzethzen twent apparailed after the ., 
manner of fivo pBziefles, which isto wete , in Mhirtes of .. 
Linfey wwoiley, their garments of golo and cotton, their ., 
fleues buttoned with Cozrall,their robes trailing , their ,. 
beades coucred with filke calles, about their neckes cols ,, 
lars of golde , their fete bare bppon the intkep , leader, 
ringes bppon their little fingers, andringes of golde bpon ,, 
their thumbes :bu€ abouc al the reff, they might not eate ,, 
but in their houtes: either fleepe but in their temples. _,, 
And becaufe Antoninus twas Pete , and bought op in,, 
the temple of fhe God Heliogabalus, that ts to faye,a.,, 
Piel of the Sunne, be twas afterivardes named Antoz ,, 
ninus Heliogabalus :-and alfo many dayes after that be ,, 
was eralted onto the height of the Cmpire , be kepte the ,, 
garments, and recetued the fipend of his auncient prtelt: ,, 
bov. Heliogabalus was ofmeane fature, redde haired, ,, 
lwhite faced, fmall mouthes, thortelegged, and largely ,, 
bearded: and as at that time be twas poung and faire,and ,, 
bis facerdofall beffmentes did foadourne him: although ,, 
the fecrete of his parentage twas buknotwen, pet all men, 
prefuppoted that be Iwas of noble blend, 
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€| Howe capteine Macrinus did exalt him felfe with 
the Empire, after the death of 
BaGsianus. 
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Akter that Martianus had flaine Bafsianus his Lo2ve, 
theoughthe counfell of Macrinus, p2efently be eralted 
bint felfe, o2 (tofape better) vintprannise the Empire: 
neuerthelefic, thearmies elected bin, andthe Romanes 
alloted binu: not becaufe they were pleafed twith Macris 
nus, but fo2 wp to fee them felucs free and deliversd of Baf- 
_fianus, 

9 generall tuas the tope amongett the Romane 
people, to fe Bafsianus dead, that they cared not to confi 
perof Macrinus that thould fucceede , wobefber be were 
god .o2 bad: becaufe, heartesthatbe tormented, andmen 
that be defpighted, when they hap to oppreffe their eni- 
mies,confider not fo much of their profite,asthey refpect 
theirreuengement. Senne dDayes affer Macrinus fatve 
bint felfe cémperour , Arthabanus King of. the Parthians 
gaue bim battell, to renenge the inturte tobich Bafsianus 
had done brits bin: this battell betwwirt both partes ivas 
fo contended and fo blondie, that the bictozte on that daye 
remained on neither fide : pet leall was fhe loffe nfo the 
Romanes, Arthabanusbetng aduertifed of the peath of 
bis entimtc Bafsianus, and bis cboler alfo fone what alatve, 

iade peace tuith the Romanes, and with bis armies res 
tired into bis countrte. After Macrinus bebelde him (eife 
selected, and conficmed Empereur, andking Arthabanus 
returned bate bis kingdome, andthat in all Afta, not fo 
niucy as a lance tn thereff againg bim, be departct to the 
citic of Antioche: nof of any intent to: refourme bis ars 
mic, but of purpefe tofallp to bole bitn feife onto tice 
and fitbinefie. 
he cafe was thus, that being fetted ts Antioche, he: 
gauebete tnfo no cther mafier, butte toe ble of the 
Wathe , trimming hte bead, annopnting bis bearde,noing 
on bunting, prefecuting gluttente and ercefie, atuing him 
felfe onto Women: and that tobtch was Mart, be fiecdde 
froin affaires, and followed bices. 
Chen af any time Macrinus i (fae fone 2¢, fo tieive 
| bis 
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bis menof Wwarre, be tualken not witha lance, but with 
-aCaane inbts bande, which thep betde fo2 vio (ial init 
rie: fo that amongeft them it was a lawe, that none 
might pale theough their bandes except be Wwere armen, 
with fome armour, 

Jf was a lawe muche dledand cbferned amonack the 
Romanes, that their zinces dio neuer enferarmedinto 
the Senate, cither bnarnred dtd bietwe their Campes and 
armies ; fincein the one they did manage matters of 
peace, andin theotber nothing but tearres . Macrinus ” 
beard by repozte, that the god AZarcus Aurelius (pake » 
filoonie, and with lowe betce: andfo be wfen for refenw ” 
blance foaunfwere futers, twithfeive woordes, and bez » 
rie bate: in (uch wile ; that in bis {peache be viv imifate » 
Marcus Aurelius, andin bts life dio refemble Nero. :,, 
CWith none of the:Antiochians, either with any: perfor of 
all Afia, did be content fo haue conference, 02 te be ferned 
at bis table, either enfer into bis chamber, 02 Nepein 
bis houfe : but after the manner of atpzaunt , with bis 
otone be ode bppon bis quarde, and with fraungers 
nof alittle fulptcions . 

Auncient perfons, bis ope Hoxfemen , and the Cape 
feines of bis armies , be toulvenot commaundtofande | 
bp, although they ba long continues bppon their knees: 
either toput ontheir cappes, when they fade barebeas 
bed: therein, the Romane Paincesaltwayes vledgreate ” 
meafnre and confideration: foz that curtefic cottety Lit” 
fle, and puofiteth mach. 7 

Whe monep which Macs reccinen stbis renfs , 02 
Wwere prelented bimfrom the cities , he confumed themall 
in dices: andonthe other parte, be imoulde neither paye 
Wwhat he otved , 02 fuccour.bis men of warre: in fuche 
wife, that the people fode in dvelpaire, andthe armies 
( fo2 want of pape ) no lefe defpiahten. 

he Romanes were afflicted with no fmiall criefe, fo 
bebolde the tp2aunt 7Zacrinus in all bis pedes and at- 
fempts , and fo {ee hotwe the Afians defpifen him: fo2 they 
francklp 


€¢ 


380 “Thelife of the 


frankely faive, that be dio not inberite, but they did electe 
him Emperour: andthetr fact to be imputed toith areas 
ter indignitie, that bad chofen a perfon of (o areat bnivo2- 
thinetle. Yn bis apparell, inbis dtef , and inall bis mane 
ners and fatbions , Macrinus would needes imitate , not 
the Romanes, buf the Afians; fobich fhe Romanes recete 
ned with areat criefe, andthe Afians With no lefle ignos 
mminics fo2 that fo eutl a perfon wonld needes refemble the, 
Ffo2 fo muche as there were no twarres in Afia, o2in all 
the Gaff , either bp Sea 02 lande , the Romanecarmies 
would baue returned fo Rome, but Macrinus would not 
content: doubting (asthey were difcontented) that thep 
fhould iopne withthe Senate , and determine fodepofe 
bim from the Empire. Macrinus was muche blamed , foz 
that be apedfo goto Rome: andmuch moze, for want 
of pay bnto bis men of warre: foz that many tines, moze 
., burt redoundeth to Princes: by holoing thei armies ils 


contented, then to encounter their armed senimies . An 


bery fhozt fpace Macrinus bad recouered mogfall hatred 
of bis armics : of theone parte, fo be fo ablolutea fy 


_raunt, and on the ofber parte, to be tn bice fo dtffolute,and 


alfo fo much puffed op with p2tde :fo2 that be {eemend to ers 
foll bim felfe by commrannding , and loathed. and defpighs 
_, fed with (uites of bis fubiectes.. Macrinus foas a man of 
af lotue fature, quarellous, anibifious, andalfocouetous: 
but iopntly berewith, be was baltant in the field, and yet 
~ woulde feke great meanes toliue utpeaces ¢ nofivithitas 
_ bing all thefe conditions, both gabdandeutl, thep woulde 
‘ never bane taken alway bislifeand Cmpite, be bad not 


: * peone numinied with the bicesof Afa. 
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€ Howe the creat matrone Mefia bought the Em- 
pire for her nephue Heliogabalus, 


rt 
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fe the time thatMacrinus twas reffoent in Antioche,the 
Romane bofts, toere tn defence of the poouince of Phoe- 
nicia: becanle tn tbat pere,that cotitrie pid abound in qratiat 
for bzead, and the people alfo tvere not fatigats o2 {pent 
ivith Wwarres. Cle haue aid , how in that countric.there 
was atemple dedicated bnto the Ood Heliogabaluss 
twbichin buildings twas berie magnificenf,and cf picts 
much populated. any Romane captaines, went many 
tines fo bifite that femple: fome fo fe&.fometoapray, and 
fome fo offer facrifices ; fo2 that, naturally , the Romanes 
p2refamed fo be qreat tor thipers of their gods,and to hold 
their téples in fingular reuerece.ZDher- was in thofe daics, 
in thole femples , tivo poung picites firf confins ; one of 
whiche was named Heliogabalus, and the other Alexiuss 
thefe pong men,in their beftments twhich they did weare, 
and in their life which they didleade , tweretudged to bee 
prteftes:one the other part , thep well feemed by their gras 
uitie,to be the fonnes of p2inces, Lhe matrone Mefia was 
fo difcreet,fecret,and aduiled,that the chilozen being of the 
age of fifteene peres,netther them felucs, 02 any other foz 
fhem,did either knotwe,o2 fulpec, who toere their fathers, 
either tobo thetr grandmother: but that thee fayd bnto all 
men, that thofe chilozen tuere osphans, and {cnnes bnfe 
ber auncient {eruaunts, Wiben Macrinus bid tyeannise p 
empire, amongl other errozs tobteb hee contmitted, bee 
banifbed the famous matrone Mefia from the courte: 
nof fo2 that bee bid fo much as (ufpect her of any euill, but 
being theranto baged by bis bile inclination: fo2 that all 
princes, bis predeceflo2s,eaemed her as a mother, and hos 
nozed ber as a ladte of great fouereigntic, nthe courte of | 
eiabt emperours,by the fpace of 53. peres, the great mas ,, 
frone Mefia had beene refident, with all twbich he bttered ,, 
of ber felfe fo great balure,and pealded{uch eftimation of ,, 
ber perfon,.and alfo of them recouered fo great gaine, that, 
foben Macrinus dtd reiect ber from the courf,fhe bad mo3c ,, 
riches in ber exile,the Macrinus might finde in the tobole 


empire, 
: ache 
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he matrone Mefia departed tnfs Phoenicia, tobere her 
tivo nepbues remained, namely Heliogabalus,and Alexi- 
us sandas there remained mante Romane gentlemen es 
will payed and Worle pleated, fothey topned totth Mefia, 
amd Mefia with them, totalke and murntar botwe Macri- 
nus had flatne, by treafon , bis lozde fhe Cmperonr Balsis 
anus, and nade banock of the Cmptre ¢ common wealth: 
Lobiche matter twas moued among perfons that bad de- 
fired to remoue this mifchief, andon the tyzante alfo fo 
fake bengeance, @he matrone 12Zefia receiued erceding 
toy, to beare with ber otone cares, and {ee with ber eyes, 
bolwe all the armie twas benfe again the tpzant AZacris 
nus 3 and Eber greatett care was , to findea man fufficie 
enf,and of merite meete fo2 the Empire: becaufe the Ros 
manes fode with bimin great and cruel hatred, fo2 want 
of pay , andthe matrone AZefianoleffe griened with ber 
crile, Lhe matrone AZefia bebolding ber felfe in fo good ¢ 
apf aflemblp , fo make ber nephue Heliogabalus Ro- 
mane Cmperour,called in great fecrecie, fire Romane caps 
faines of the chtefelt of the armie: all Ibich were of great 
authozitic,and no leffe grauttie. Gnto thefe fire captaines 
Mehiafayd in fecrete, bowe ber nephue Heliogabalus was 
fore bnto the Emperour Bafsianus , and Semiamira ber 
daughter: and that thee had belde him hidden tn Afia, fo2 
doubt of p Cmpretle Iuliastuho ( hab he knotwne it) would 
bane flatve the chiloe, and banithhed the mother, A2cfia 
iwas not only (atiffied fofap ¢ certifie thefe bi. captaines, 
that the Cmperour Bafsianus moff truely twas father on 
fotbat younge man, and nepbhue bnto ber felfe: buf topnts 
ly therewith , the baought them into ber chamber,and pifs 
conered onto them an buge mafle of golde ¢ filuer , wwhiche 
fhe paomifed, and {ware bpon the altars of the temple, fo 
diftribute totally bpon the armie, if they woulde gine the 
Romaine Cmpire onto ber nephue. 

Tinto thefe fire captaines ( to whome the mafrone 
Adcfia had committed this fecreate, and dilconered this 
frealure) ee both pzomiled and (ware, to bzinge fo sabe 

wit 
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ith her nephue Heliogabalus, that be Houlde give them 
the moffe honourable offices in all the Cmpire,tf in cafe 
thep Mhoulde bfe the meane to make bint Cmperour : info | 
muche that, (fother men tere payed and recompenced, 
thep Goulde remaine both remunerated aud Honoured. 
Oreate wifdome twas bfed by fhe matrone AZcfia, inthis 
matter of fo qreafe impoztance , efpectally tn the chspce of 
fo heniourable captaines: whole credite twas fufficient to | 
frame the tobole armic to perfourme the fame. Df this eys 
ample , pritices and greate potentates may collecte , fiat 
in anie affaires ) there is not greater daunger, either nore 
fafetie , then foundly toconfider ,1n to w hofe hands they 
commende their caufes, 

Whe Pzetor1an bands being eutil intreafed, and tworfe 
_payde,greate was their toy, when they bearve that Helio- 
gabalus twas p fonne of Bafsianus,fo2 tobom the grandmor 
ther craued the Cmpire: tobome they all accepted, and — 
bound tyemt (eiues to recetuc fo2 their Cmperour s not ons 
ly to be reuengedof § tpzant AZacrin’ , but alfofo poflefe 
the monep . Jor fomuchas the temple tobere be was 
W2tew, was without the citie , agreement twas made 
betiveene the matrone Mefia, andthearmie , that p2es 
fently the fame night ( notwithitanding it were beric 
late both ber nephue and alfo ber otwne perfon,by firegth 
and deuife (hould be conueped over the wall into the citic, 
that at the beeake of day, they thoulve (ease the citte, and 
aduaunce Heliogabalus tnto the Empire. either twas 
the matrone AZcfia flack fo acompli} their reque®t, cither 
ivas there anie twante tn the promife made by the pelos 
rians : but that Mefi aand hernephue approching fo fhe — 
foote of the wall, 0 purpofed enains mounted thentouer 
into the citie :the young man beitig placed amiasthe Ro- 
maine captaines , beleuinge bim to be the fone of Bal- 
fianus, bp refemblance of bis face, and by a iitat kein bis 
bande , as Bafsianus bad, 

he Romane armies receinedgreate top , to beholae 
Mefaand aE nephue LHeliogabalus; chiefly, to fee the 
poling 
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cc POUNG mati fo comely , faire, and tolvarde : and inbebols 
«, Ding they would all fay, that fince be bad fo ganda face,nes 
«c CeMarily if followed , that his dades thoulde be bertuons: 
., buthis tnclination beeing difcouered , there was no dice 
« Mberett be twas not noted: either any vertue wherefore 
«. fobe pratfed. Lhe great matrone Mefia (asa woman 
«« that dealt in affatres both Daungerous and efcandalous) 
<< Would irl adure the Empire tno her nephue, before hee 
-, Departed from ber treafure : and the cafe was thus. She 
,, famed all the painctpals of the armic,p2efently to fweare 
, bute Heliogabalus, as theironelp Emperour, ¢ tokitfe 
_, Is bande as their naturall Lore. matter mot truely 
,, erie marueilous , and noleffe woethie tobe commended 
bnfo memozie, namely,the difpatche and diligence bfen by 
Mefia in one night: motte manifettly apparant,that Wwithe 
_, Wi fire boures, he bought forth ber nephue from the tem 
_ ple, paffed bim ouer the tall, did peald him credite tobe 

. the fonne of Bafsianus, obteined their ofbes as bnto their 
_ Eimperour, kiln his hand as loyal! Cubiectes, Dinided ber 
' treafure amonatt the armies , footifien them {clues in the 
fortes of thecitie, and bzought the tubole hotte into are 
mour. AE the beeake of pape , in every tower they nia 
found their trumpets ; placed their Standards and Pens 
bons , bothe on bultvozkes and cogteines, and twithtoude 
“ Loices exclaimed though all ftreates: Viua,viuael Ems 

“ perador Heliogabalo, hiio del buen Bafsiano : that is to 

“ faye; bappie and long life onto the emperoure Heliogas | 
" balus,fonne to the gad Baffianus , Shis being done ¢ pro 
* claymed, Heliogabalus came foath into the citie, neither 
~ ont fete 02 on hogte backe, but bppon the fhoulaers of the 
motte auncient and honourable of the arinie, wearing the 
“ imperiall crotune bppon bis bead, and holding theroyall 
" (cepter in bis bande, and baucing bppou bis thoulvers,the 
~ enfigne of Augulta,¢ befoze bim the pendon of the Gagic: 
“ becaufe thefe were the enfiqnes whereby the emperonrs 
“ of Rome Were knowen.And noly, after $ fandards were 
~ placed, and the Grength of the citie petetted, the armie 
. : publiquely 
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pnbliquely proclaimed, and received the Cmperour Helis » 
ogabalus fo2 their lozde and Cinperour : p2efentlp,the res » 
notomed matrone Mefia did pelde Onto them all her treas » 
fure, both Gluer and goloe, without beeacbe of any pros » 
ntife, 02 referutng ofanp one Feiwsil, Lhe Romanes Were » 
{o contented with the matrone Mefia, that there they dio » 
both{tecare and tolve, fo effeeme ber as a mother,fo hold »» 
Heliogabalus fo2 their Lode, and to perfecute the tpzant » 
Macrinus, enen to death, 4 


CHAP, IIIT. 


@ Howe Aacrinus did write a letter vnto the 
renowmed A4efia, after he vnder- 
{toodehisdepriuation __ 
of the Empire. 


DC tyrant A4crinus tas feftled {with qreate fecues 
ritie, in the citie of Antioche, tohen thepremtoued bins 
from the Empire in Phoenicia : fo2 foit bath beenejis, and 
fhalbe, that when Princes mofte greedily doe profecute 
-vices, then their enimies are weauing {ome webb of inoft 
deadly daunger. Heliogabalus was not the full age of 
feuentene peres toben be luas aduaunced fo the Cimpires 
fwhen JZacrinus in Antioche beara the netwes of $ thichs 
qwas dott its Phoenicia, be fell info. a great laughter,¢ mabe 
aiett of it : chiefely,being certified to be fo berp achiloe, ¢ 
framed by bis grandmother chia, tohome he belde bothe 
for atwomanambitions, and alfo confenftons . hofe 
perfons that remained Wwith AZacrinus (after they bearde 
of anewoe Emperour, ¢ that p Romanc hofts bad don bint 
homage anv fealtie ) aduifen ¢ alfo prayed bim, that be 
Wwould not eftaeme the mattcr oner light, but with bette” 
andriper counfell , thoulo thinke and confincr fez the res 
medic thereof : fo2 it might come to paffe , by conceiuing (€ 
tobe but aiett, that the otber might rematne Cmperour 


tnearneft . | 
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As Macrinus naturally tas both ambitions, ozqu- 
lous, and difdaineful: fo be bemaunoding puke and paper, 
p2cfently did waite a cholerile letter withibis oton bands, 
bnto the famous matrone Mefa after this maner. 


eMacrinus eAnciusonely Em- 


perour and vniuerfall Lord, to thema- 
trone Mefia her perfon, fmall health, 
and lefle grace with the Gods, 


Here Iamaduertifed, thatin the offence of the 
Gods,& vnto my great want of reverence, thou haft 
attempted with mine armies,to eftablifh a newe Em- 
perour : which deede exa@tly declareth thee to be (as 
in deede thou art) a woman both feditious., and alfo 
ambitious: fince thou knoweft that by meanes of thy 
toung and mutiniein the common wealth,I did ba- 
nifhe thee my houfe. Alfo they faye, that the empe- 
rour which thou haft made, is a boye’,.a prieft, a ba- 
{tard, andthy ‘nephue : whereunto there isno more 
to beaunfwered, but that I fhal chaftice thee as awo- 
man , and him asa childe : thatis to faye,;commaund 
him to be whipt, & thy felfeto f{pinne . I {weare yn- 
to thee Mefia ( by the immortall Gods ). that ifthou 
driue mee to take my lance in hand ,I will force thee 
to put thy diftaffe vnder thy girdle = for vnto women 
(fuch as thou ) it were more honeftieto befpinning, © 
then to practice mutinies amongft fouldiours. Alfo 

ne is faidevnto me , thatthou haft given infinite trea- - 
fures vnto mine armies’, to moue'them to reuolt 
from mee, and to ele& thy nephue Emperour: thefe 
with the reft, be the fruites of thy guyle: for that on- 
Per nee mae duh CA Sama oT ee 
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ly of thee, and neuer of any other, itis faide, or fhall 
be faide, that thou haft robbed the Empire , to buy 
the Empire. | | 

If all princes paft had knowen thee as I do knowe 
thee:, neither would they haue giuen credite vnto thy 
woordes, or faith vnto thy fained workes : but as by 
thy guileful diligence in their feruice, and prefuming 
attempts in their affaires,thou didft commaund their 
houfholdes, and gathered the fruites of their zoodes. 
I haue heard thee many tumes boaft thy felfe , that 
thou watt borne inthe houfe of Marcus Aurelius, 
nourifhed with Antoninus Pius , and didft dwellin 
houfe with Commodus, Pertinax., Tulianus ,and 
Seuerus , Princes very glorious: which if thou hadft 
remembred , thou. wouldeft neuer haue committed 
a deede fo vile: forthere may not be inthe whole 
worlde a deede more vnfeeming , then for him that 
was bred in the palace of kings, tocommitt treafona- 
gain{t.a perfon of fuch mateftie . If it fhall hap the 
Gods to permitt , and my forrowfull dcftinies {o to 
direct , that in this enterprife Ilofe both honour and 
life , Ican faye vnto thee Mefia , that which hiftorio- 
graphers, who fhall write of thee and mee, with 
trueth may faye, that the Empire came vnto mec by 
election, but to thine through treafon . If thou hadft 
beene a woman of honeftie or honour , thou wouldft 
not fo openly hauedefamed thy daughter Semiami- 
ra , whome thou chargeft to haue accompanied Baf- 
fianus , and of her bodte this boye Heliogabalus to 
haue {proung , for whome nowe thou procureft the 
Empire: becaufe in the houfes of blufhing faces,gene- 
rousand noble heartes , they more efteemean ounce 
ef honour, then all the wealth and eftate of this life. 
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Oh Melia, howegreate an errour haft thou made in 
this thine enterprife, onely to reuenge thy rauenous 
heart, and to make thy nephuean Emperour ? name- 
ly, thou hat raifeda flaunder vppon Bafsianus, defa- 
med the royal palace of inceft,difhonoured thine yn- 
chaft daughter Semiamira , blemifhed the Empreffe 
Lulia of vnboneft confent, & not {tained but imbru- 
ed thine owne fame, with the filthie couerture of in- 
ceftuous adulterie. And fince Bafsianus, Iulia, Semi- 
amita, and Seuerus haue ended theirdayes: where- 
fore wilt thou (oh traytreffe Mefia) difhonour fo ma- 
ny that be dead, to honour butone that is aliue? 
Nowe I knowe (oh Mefia) howe tedious and peri- 
lous it is,for quiet mento deale with mutinous’ wo- 
men , and pafsioned as thou art : who hauing no 
yton to hurte our flefhe, yet commutteft deedes to de- 
famevs , and {peakeft woordes to tormentvs. Of 
this treafon which thou haft committed againft me, 
{ doubt not to be reuenged, and my: heart throughly 
fatiffied : for fo greatean offence is treafon , thatifit 
bein men to offende therein ; the Gods haue onely 
charge to reuengey fame. It is giué me alfo to ynder- 
ftand, that this thy nephue was a prieft inthe temple 
of the God Heliogabalus : in which matter Ido not 
entermedle and fay little, fince in this iniurie yehaue 
not committed offence vnto men, but ynto the gods: 
but ioyntly therewith I dare faye vnto thee,that fince 
thou haftdrawen him foorth of the tem ple, where 
he was confecrated ynto the Gods » thou fhale neuer 
enioy good dayes of him : for thatof thy parte, to 
haue done feruice vnto the Goddes » of Princes 
thou fhouldeft haue made prieftes and not of priefts 
Princess: laSieMs bie ai 13 LOGE ae 
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The Gods demaund nothing which we haue , but if 
by chaunce wee offer any thing vnto them, they like 
it not, that wee fhould returne to take it awaye: for 
which caufe I fay vnto thee, and from hencefoorth, 
do prophecie (O Mefia.) that for fo muche as thou 
haft drawne foorth thy nephuc from the holy tem- 
ple, he fhall lofe the Empire , and thou thy money. 
_Theconfidence which thou commuttedft vnto the 
men of watre, by dividing amongeft them fo greate 
quantitie of goldeand filuer, | hope in the immortal] 
Gods, fhall all conclude in (moke: for it is an aunci- 
entcuftome among the Romane hoftes , not to giue 
the Empire to the perfon of mofte merite, but vnto 
him that payeth beft. The matter that mofte grie- 
ueth mee (O Mefia ) in this traiterous enterprife, is, 
to thinke , that [ beinga man, and a Romane prince, 
mutt deale , fight , and contende witha woman « be- 
caufethere may notbee inthis whole worldean c- 
qualldefpight , then fora man to arme him felfea- 
gainft a woman, whofe weapons are but woordes, 
But the conclufion fhalbe, fince thou waft bornein 
the palace of the good Marcus Aurelius , and Helio- 
gabalus being thy nephue, if thou wilt beremoued 
from this follye , andreduce thy felfe into my fub- 
ie¢tion and obedience, I will relicue thee of this ex- 
ile, and to thy nephue Heliogabalus will I ginea 
Confulfhip : and if not, wee ate come ynto the 
time, thatmen muftdoe what they may , andthe 
Gods as they pleafe. 
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CHAP. V. 


Ofa letter written by the great matrone 
Melia vnto the tyrant Macrie 
nus. 


q/ ben Mefia receiued the letter from the fpzant Macrie 
nus , ber nephue Heliogabalus, ¢ al the p2ineipall caps 
faines of the armies beeing p2efent (tobo of fet purpofe dio 
bebolde ber countenance allthe time that the read the 
fame, fobtch matter was both merucilous and to be nos 
fed, tn confideration of fuch a letter,fo furnifbed with ma- 
lice , and fraught with defpite the neither chaunged couns 
fenance , 02 faide one tuo2de after the reading of the fame. 
<iboue all men o2 tocmen of ber dayes,in tino pointes this 
famous matrone Mefia ercelled, tobichis totvete , fo2 
great foltcitude in affaires, and foucreigne patience in tras 
vells: and foit came to paffe , the ofte bled to fay, that the 
never lofte matter by nealigence, 02 cuer aunfipeared as 
nie manas cone pafiicned , Heliogabalus and all that 
were pefent,vid not a litle requet the rencaned matrone 
Mefia fo reade that letter bit thent , 02 fell tobat it cons 
fetued, Hhich he ttterly refuted, laying onto them, that 
if tucre a facte berie euill,prefently to reade it,anda teede 
much luo Me.ifafter in time and place he did not helwe 
if. his becing done and Mefia tuithdzatwne, the aunties 
red to AZacrinus bis letter after this manner, 


cM efiaP hoenicia, unto Ancius 


Macrinus his perfon , health and con- 
folation inthe Gods, 


Tn this the fronte of my letter , Ido not curfleor 
banne theeas thou didft me, in y beginning of thine: - 
for wee that be perfons bred and trayned in princes 
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and too muchelightnefle ina woman to defende her 
eriefe with weapons. But the cafe fhalbethus , that 
ince thou takeft my office , which is to {peake jl will 
take thine which is to fight: for that the gloric w her- 
of thou prefumeft to haue {laine fo mante men, thou 
fhaltebe depriued in receiting thy death at the hands 
ofa woman. t | 
Thou fayeft in thy letter , that thou didft banifhe 
me thy houfe,and cafte me out of Rome,as a woman 
of an cuill toung,and feditious in the common welth: 
Macrinus, thou hafte to vnderftande , that I am not 
fo much grieued with that which thou writelt to me, 
as for the occafion whiche thou giueft mee to aunf- 
were thee : becaufe Imay not direétly aunfwete yn- 
cothy vilenefle, without difgraceing of my oratli- 
fic. 


D. iit, If 
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If 1 bad beenea woman ofan euil toung , and reuol- 
ting from the common wealth, (as thou Macrinus 
vniuftly reporteft) would they haue fuffered mee in 
their courtes ?and would the good Marcus Aureli- 
us, Antoninus Pius , and my lorde Seuerus haue re- 
tained mee in their houfes » In Princes palaces , and 
in.all citizens houfes, all vices are couered , oratthe 
leaft, fhadowed, except the perfon that is feditious, 
or fouleand liberall rounged : whichis, not Onely in- 
tollerable , but much lefle to be hidden: . I appeale 
vnto the immortall Gods for witnefles, ifin fiftie 8¢ 
three yeres ,1n which I haue beene trained and refi- 
dent in Princes courtes, Idid euer hurte any perfon, 
either in worde or deede, which thou knoweft to be 
motte true, becaufe all men did loue mee, forthat 
I trauciled and did good for all perfons . Thou Ma- 
crinus didft banifhe mee thy courte , to hauemore 
{cope to followe thy vice : for thou wel knoweft, & 
alfo all perfons in R ome, that thy lewdnefle and my 
grauitie might not dwell vnderone couert . Thou 
fayeft in thy letter, that my nephue Heliogabalus 
fhalbe whipt as a boye, and I, asa woman fhalbe fent 
to {pinne : vnto woordes fo farre diltempered; and 
of fo greate de{pight as thefeare, I doenot permitt 
to be aunfwered , but to be reuenged. If, when 
thou didft write vnto mee and my nephue, woordes 
{o foule, and of fo great enormitie, thou hadft remé- 
bred whatI was , and what thouarte: which js to 
weete , that my father was a knight of Phoenicia, 8 
thy fathera {mith of Capua : thou fhouldeft haue cd- 
fidered , that in fending mee to {pinne on a diftaffe, 

I would fend thee to blowe at the bellowes. 
Zo that which thou fayeft , that it were morefor 
ote t 
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my honeftie amogeft frames to be weaui ng,then bri- 
bing and {educing the armies,whichas thou fay eft fo 
haue I performed : for I giue thee to vnderftand, that 
I haue warpt fucha webb, as thouneither knoweft 
to vnframe,or mayft cut off when it is fintfhed. Ma- 
crinus, thou hadft neede of more vnderftanding, and 
alfo of more power, either to whip my nephue Helio- 
gabalus,or fet me to {pinne:for,notwithftanding out 
thoughtes be lowe, yet our fortune is high: but thou 
haft a bafe fortune,and a hautie hart. Alfo thou fayeft 
in thy letter,that to make my nephuean Emperour,1 
haue divided all my treafure amongeft the men of 
warte:and that of me onely it may be faid,that I rob- 
bed the Empire,to buye y empire. To this I anfwere, 
that thou haft {aid right well : if,as thou arta tyraunt 
thou wert an Emperour:but I buy notthe Empire for 
my nephue, but redeeme it from thee which arta ty~ 
rant,and no leffe aflured, that the fathers of the facred 
Senate wil allow my election, and violate thy ty ran- 
nie. Inthat thou fayeft that I robbed the Empire to 
buye the Empire, proceedeth of vile {launder, and no 
leffe falfhood : fince thou, Macrinus,doft know moft 
certainly, that to obteine riches, I needed not robthe — 
comon wealth: becaufe my patrimonicis very great, 
my hufbad left me rich my fifter Iulia yaue me al her 
treafureymy Lord Seuerus ceafed not to giue me mo- 
nie, the Conful Furius mine vnckle,gaue me a yeare- 
ly {tipend, 8 foral men for whom I fued,fomewhat 
was prefented me:in {uch wife,that I had alwayes to 
giue, andatno time founde my felfe in neceflitie to 
crauc. Ifthis be true (as itis moft true) being a Lady 
of fo great wealth : why fhouldeft thou Macrinus de- 
fame mee with theft? Beleeue me (thou Macrinus)if I 
Meee 8!) fhould 
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fhould have giuen my felfe to bribe, 8< to rob, (as thou 
fayeft ) the common wealthes of princes, I might not 
haue beene accepted in the Courtes of princes : much 
leffe when great ladies 8 princes (as am) that toy to 
yiue rewards,and blufh to receiue any feruice whiche 
they offervs. The armies beeing (as they were) fo 
poore,in fuch diftrefle,and fo euill paid, ifthou hadft 
beenea perfon of any vertue, or haddeft prefumed of 
‘the codition of a founde Romane , thou wouldft not 
haue faid that my liberalitie hadbeene briberie, buta 
noblereliefe. And alfo thou fayeft inthy letter,for ¥ 
I haue beene nourifhed in royal houfes, I haue com- 
mitted treafon vnto thy royall perfon. To this I aun- 
{were Macrinus, that I haue beene nourithed & tray- 
ned in kinges houfes,I confeffe: but to fay that I haue 
committed treafon vntoany royal perfon, I denie it: 
that for as muchas to take away y Empire from thee, 
& to gtue it ynto Heliogabalus,is,to remouea tyrant, 
and placean Emperour, which is fonne vnto an Em- 
perour. Thou calleft me traytour, thou being a moft 
atranttraitour: fince it is notorious vnto al men,that 
by thy counfel and commaundement, Martianus flue 
the Emperour Baflianus : who for thy deeds of great 
enormitie, was determined to cut off thine head,whi- 
che thou preuentedft by the {laughter of his perfon:in 
{uch wife,that I am notto be termed traytreffe,for the 
ele&tion of Heliogabal? but thou for murthering Baf- 
fianus.I appeale vnto the gods for wittnefle betwixt 
me and thee,who behold vs: and to men,vnto whom 
in ume it may be knowen, which ofvs both is y tray- 
cour: either thou whiche hafte flaine the Emperour 
Baflianus, or I whiche haue giuen all my treafure to 
reuenge his bloud; wherein (Macrinus)thou haft not 
tQ 
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to fay, that the matrone Mefia isatraytrefleto the 
bloud royal, but a reuenger of the fame. It werea neg- 
ligence of the gods to permit, and a fhame for men to 
confent: namely for thee(Macrinus) being a f{mithes 
fonne,coufen to a potter , enimie of Seuerus,& com- 
mitting {laughter of Baffianus,to poffefle the empire: 
for the honour confifteth notin holding the Empire, 
but in the merite of the empire. If thou haddeft beene 
trained and bred in kings houfes,& bad{t beene of the 
bloud-royall , and in fuch maner obteined the fcepter 
imperial,I would neuer haue faid one word,but moft 
readily obeyed:but being‘as thou art)fo cruela tyrant 
chat yfurpeft the Empire againft the wils ofall men, 
hope in fuch wife with thee to behaue my felfe , y the 
dead thal hold themfelues for blefled,8cthe liuing dif- 
burdened. And fince thou Macrinus doft call me trai- 
treffe,let vs both fet downea reckoning,to {eeagainft 
whome,howe, when,and for what caufe, 1am char- 
ed with this treafon: for in this fo vilea deedewher- 
with Iam fo burthened, itis great reafon, the forow- 
ful Mefia fhouldbe heard .Ifthou Macrinus,dareft fay 
that thou art Lord ofall men and Emperour of Ro- 
maines,it were greate reafon, that thou didft thew vs 
the Robe,the Crowne,the Scepter,the Eagle,the ring 
and the Seale: it were great reafon alfo, to fhewe 
who did electe thee, confirme thee , or giue thee the 
Empire: becaufe ifthou may eft manifeft ynto vs any 
election, Iwill confefle my felfe to haue committed 
treafon. The principall aftion whicheT findein 
thee , is: that thou murtheredft Baffianus , exaltedtft 
thy felfe with the armie, robbedft the treafurie; ty- 
ranizedft the Empire,and intituledft thy felfe Empe- 
rour: infuch wife, y thou neither didft obteine it by 
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iuftice,or haddeft 1 by inheritance: but diddeft rob ie 
by tyrannie, Alfo thou fayeft in thy letter,that if I 82 
my nephue would yeeld obedience,thou wilt pardon 
my exile,and giue hima Confulfhip, To this I aun- 
fwere, that now al thinges are fo farreconcluded,that 
there remayneth no time to talke of fhares:and if wee 
fhould vnderftand therein , thou fhouldeft take what 
were offered thee, without thy ele&tio of what fhould 
pleafe thee:for that partes and fhares in fuch like cafes, 
are not accuftomed to be giuen by trayrours, but by 
Lords abfolute in eftate, Fhou & I Macrinusatre in- 
countred in fo narrowe a condition , that the Gods, 
fortune,and alfo armes,haue to declare thy malice,& 
my innocencie: thy tyrannie, and my iuftice: thy 
treafon, and my fidelitie: thy falfhod,and my trueth: 
thy crueltie,and my Zeale:thy pride and my patience: 
thy treafon,and my fimple intent: which being done, 
they fhal giue the Empire,not vnto him that defireth, 
but vnto him that fhall deferue the fame. 


CHAP. VI. 


@ Howe the tyraunt Macrinus was 
flaine in battell, 


A Fter that Mefia had twzitten her letfer,and difpatched 
4 > Macrinus meflengers, (he conferred with the principal 
Captaines of the armte : onto tabom the dilcouercd what 
Macrinusbad written, and how the had anflwered p fame: 
ino were not a litle qraeucd with the orfcourtefies that te 
contepned, and areatly commended the aunfiwere twhiche 
Mefa had made. Andag 7Zacrinus bad fatd iu bis letter, 
that the Romaine hoftes pid dfe fo giue the Cmpire, not 
bnto the perfou of moft deferutng , but buto him that belt 
ain pay themsfo p Romaine captaines were not sere 
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Blitle defpited, prefentlp fwearing, not once but many tis 
ames, that Macrinus might not fatiffie that iniurie with 
lefle coft, then twith the loffe of bis bead. Macrinus commite 
fed no (mall erro2, in banithing AZefa, but much moze in 
in2iting that letter, but moft of allan charging the armies 
iwith fuchan outrage: fo2 that tt was the totall occafton, 
fo2 AZefia foreconer moze fauour,and 7Zacrinus fo lofe bis 
credite . Df this fo:notable erample , princes and other » 
great potentates haue to fake erample , that woben their > 
people 02 baflals thall be altered,o2 mutined, berp much to »» 
confider,nof only tobat they do,but alfo tobat they fay and »» 
trite :fo2 that in rebellious times,more hurt is done with »» 
aword ora letter,thenat another time witha notablein- 5, 
rie, She Patrone 27efia, with ber exile not a litle ques » 
ued, and With the letter nolefte vifpleated: neitber would 
flepe by night,02 reft by bay: proutding thinges neceflarie 
fo2 the iwarres, and difpatching potts fo2 Italie 3 fo2 her ins 
tent iwas,to fufteine ber eftate in Afia ith armes,and in oe 
Rome twith letters and promifes. his citte tebich A%c- at 
fia pofeffed, was of 2000, houtholdes, where the made pres a 4 
paration of engins toberewith fo tobirle, and bultvozkes 
todefend: and fertber , gaue commacndement, that the 
motte baliante perfons, and moft choyft capttaines Heuld 
remaine within the faie: not onelp to refit, but alfo to ofs 
fend. Waben Afacrinus readthe letter that A/efia hav 
Witten, and eas aduerfiied by bis meffengers,botw patts 
ently, and Without alteration thee read bis letter, be was 
nof alittle graened thereiwith : fo2 be bad opinion of p mas 
trone Mehia, that thee bad (kill fo femble tniuries, and 
after tn paocefic to renenge the fame, 

She Weefec of Afacrinus armite,lvas a baliaunt Capte _ 
tatrie, named Tulianus, tobont be fent with bis qreatcit pos 
twer bnto the cific tobtch Mefia and her nephee Helioga- 
balus bid poffette : gining commaundement, that bic ould 
franel fo fake them aliue, fo perfogme bis promife Inbiche 
he had firosnes which is to witt to fet AZefia fo fpitine and 
ber nevbhuetobeetwbhipt, Julianus wasa Capitaine bola 
Ans 
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and baliaunt, tobo befeging the citie, which be thouaht te 
be in diftreffe, moze then it vas; and qiuinga furious als 
fault, bauing karcelp mounted on the topp of the wail,the 
fouldtours of the citie by plaine ffrength pulled him ouer, 
cut off big head:,, and hangedit out on a fotwer. he moze 
rove after that thefe thinges bad paffed, Mefia commaune 
bed certaine of Macrinus Capitaines, to be called into ber 
pretence, obo vpon afurance appoching dnto the fote of 
the wall, faid bnto them thefe tom2ds ¢ that which I haue 
to fay vnto you (my friends)is, that ye behold and confie 
der vppon'thisturret, the head of your forrowfull Capie 
taine Iulianus: and fay vnto your maifter Mactnvncsiat 
the diftafte wherewith I {pinne is that launce, & that head 
is the call: which I doe weaueand knit, @hen Macrinus 
beard the nelwes of the miffoztune that bad happened brie 
to bis Capitaine lulianus , and what tom2des the matrone 
Mefia had (aid onto the foutdiers of his armie: bee faid(as 
it was repozted) with a rozing bopce: my deftinies be fini- 
fhed,my houre is come,and my fortune is ended, Macri- 
nus Wwith feare bad bis courage fodauntet, that fecretelp 
be began to practife with the mafrone Mefia, fodiuive the 
Cupire with ber nephue Heliogabalus: but being(as Hee 
was)in fo great readineffc, ¢ no leffe paffioned, fhe would 
inno wife accept , cither as much as giue eare thereunto: 
and that,ifp Cmpire were fo be dinided, it thould be with 
an Cmperonr,and nof with alpant, 

Macrinus perceiuing bis offers to be retected, bis vo2ds 
delpifed,and bis prefents nothing reqarded,defermined fo 
make a profe of fortune, which with the tobitle of ber bas 
riable iobele, many tinies docth wound without theeates 
ning: and fomctimes thacateneth Mithont tooundina. 
AMacrinus gathering andalfo paying bis arimte which he 
bad in the confines of Antioche, departed onto Phoenicia, 
where hee camped tery nere bntothe citie, which A7efia 
and ber nephue Heliogabalus defended: Inho prefentlyp 
fent fogiug Macrinus fc bnderftand, that bee Mould not 
necde fo fake fhe patie fo alault the towne, fog that withe 
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in bery felue Dapes they troula iftve to give bim battell in 
the field. Divo Romancarinies, andtive Romane Ems 
perours, tere in Phoenicia ene again another : A4a- 
crinus- partie eucryp dap diminithing, and the other nof one 
ly increafing but alfo prenailing : fo2 that daily the fouldis 
ers parted: from Macrinus bnto Heliogabalus, bnberitans 
Ding that bee twas fonne onto Baflianus,’ and div acknotwe 
ledge him fo2 their Cniperour, ekiffed bis hands as their 
natural 020 and fouercigne. 

By the number that daily edd from him, in their douse 
ble fpeach which they bfev with hint, inthe fickle feruice 
Which thepaid him, by-bis bands which caily diminithed, 
and by their tocake: courage it fiahting’: Azactinus viv 
clearely percetue, that bee might not obfaine bidtozte, but 
fae bimfelfe to be indaunger of a fale bnto bis enimics: 
Macrinus counterfected a hel bnto bis fouloiers of cous 
tage fo fight, and pet fvasin great readineffe fo fipe : fo2 
that at alltimes; tubenbe ifued fo encounter 02 fhirmith, 
be vas mounted byon an bole of great fiviftnes.andlikes 
wife difquifed, : 

Mecha being aduertifed,that AZacrinus had greater ree 
gard fo the fafetie of bis life,then bis honour 02 cw@ds,p200 
utded toiflue at the foudeine fo atue him battel:the twbhich 
although on both fives tuas theougbhly timbzued in bloud, 
and not a litle daungeroullp contended, pet inthe end, AZa- 
crinus twas put to flight , and faiedina village, but With - 
theloffeof bisbead. Shis was the end and concluficn of 
the tp2ant 7Zacrinus, which bfurped the Romane dentinis 
on rliy.monethes,and tenne bapes : who was fo crnell (bee 
fives all other vices) that amongeft bis olone fouldiers he 
{nas termed,not Macrinus,but AZacellin?,tobich ts fo fap, 
butcher : fo2 that in refpecte of the bumaine bloud whiche 
bee thedde, bes moze wea a deirigont then a Romane 
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CHAP. VI. 


@ Ofa notable letter written by the matrone 
Mefia,vnto the Senate of Rome,crauing 
the confirmation of the Empire vn- 
to Heliogabalusher 
nephue; 


e ty2ant 7Zacrinus being dead and beheaded, prefents 
ly the tivo armies iopnedimone :and not iwithitanding 
the one part had followed Heliogabalus, ¢ the otber A420 
crinus, vet the matrone72efia thought it not met to mous 
bifputatid, who bad beene traytours,o2 tubo had bene love 
all:affirming it fo be moze conuentent time,to win minds, 
then to reuenge tniuries, Although the matrone AZefia in 
alother matters paft, bab difcouered her great twifedome, 
pet in this cafe aboue the reft he made a theiv of ber great 
prudence: fo2 that(to fay the truth) in rebellious times,& 
arian est mutinous people, princes ought not to occupie 
themfelues in chaftifements, Be inreconcilementes. All 
the captfaines of 7Zacrinus that efcaped the battell, cone 
sepuing botwe 7/cfia commanndend by publicke pooclamtias 
tion, that noman hould poefume te call them fraytours, 
either bfe them with foule fom2des, toyntly affembled of 
their otwne francke nunbds, fo confefle ber fo be their fouce 
reigne Lady: andto kiffe the bandes of Heliogabalus fo3 
their Cmperour, 
he matrone A4cfia bowen her felfe taiop, for obteye 
ning teucnge of the tyzant AZacrinus,and fo behold the are 
miestopnedin one, yeelding pue obedience to bernepbue 
_ Heliogabalus: that from the pearesoflrbj.the difcouered 
a geffure and countenaunce butpfrk pearesofage . Ale 
though the matrone 1Zcfia held the Cmpire of ber nephne 
Heliogabalus fafe and eftablithen, partly to fe the-entmie 
flaine, as alfo fo2 the obedi¢ce recetued of both the armics; 
pet Ge proutded that Neliogabalus Hhould not intifle aa 
elfe 
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{elfe Vniuerfal Lord,o2 Oncly Emperour, infill the: Ro- 
manes hadreceiucd him, and the Senate confirmed him, 
ot fire ayes after thele thinges had pated in Phoenicia, 
the matrone7efia font a folenimneembaffage tnto Rome: | 
and fecretly gane.bnto the Cmbalado2s many Zelvels to 
Dinide amonceft the Senafours, and fo2 time fo come itt 
her bebalfe fo make bem great offers: tothe end with iez 
wels fo trapne them tober purpofe, and with hope fo ens 
ferteine them. Lhis being Done, 72efia Ww20fe bnto the Sev 
nate a letter fuffictently Well indited, after this maner, 


eMefiaP hoenicia, unto the fa-° 
cred Romane Senate, health | 
and grace. 


WVnto men fo glorious in acs, & fo graue in precepts 
and doétrine,(as ye are right reuerent fathers cdfcript) 

it may femea matter both new & ftraunge, for a wo- 

man to write ynto the facred Romane Senate: which 

renowmed name the Gods do reuerence,&men ther- 

at do trembleand are terrified. The matters, which by 

my embafladours I fend to giue you to vnderftand, 

neither for that I ama woman that may do litle,your 

grauitichath not to cofider of the fame as a matter of 
{mal importance:becaufe all men arenotfo wife,that 

none doth miffe:either al womé {0 vnablebuty fome 
efcape error. Thofe thigswhich ye fhal read in this my. 
letter, or fhal heare at y mouth of my Embaffadours, 
I {wearevnto you by the immortall gods,and by the 
fepulchres of mine elders that theybe moft truc& not 
feigned:for that ina Lady of mine eftate;it were lefle 
infamie to be ynchaft,then to bealyar. I hauc heard 

my Lord Mar.Autelius fay , when I was buta child, 

that in women alwayes were conioyned, truth & cha 
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{titiejanda woman of trueth,was neuer but chafte:8¢ 
a woman addigted to lying,did neuer continue in ¢3- 
tinencie. Some of you that now are liuing may remé- 
bet,when y Empreffe lutia my. fifter,came to be wife 
of the'Emperour Seuerus, and how inher company I 
came to. the Court, wherin I was long 8 many yca- 
res both ferued aad alfo perfecuted:for as incourts of 
princes, they that feéke their fingular aduancement:¥ 
one ceafeth not to perfecute the other, Although in 
princes palaceswhere I liued, I hauebeene perfecuted, 
defamed ,and alfo enuied:yet Pbefeech the immortal 
gods, y the dealing & entreatance,which then I vfed; 
with {uch as wifhed me euil,that the fame&cno other, 
they will performe on me,which now with me well. 
Ing3:yeares y I hane ftayed in diuers princes courts, 
I neuer dafht any perfon out of countenance, I neuer 
toke the tale out of their mouth, I neuer {pake anyin- 
jurious word,T neuer reproued any perf6,I neuer did 
preiudice any mans name, & neuer iniutioufly tooke 
any vengeance: becaufe in houfes of great princes;no 
man maye obteine aduauncement;if hee lacke {kil to 
fuffer. This which I here relate (fathers confcript)is, 
hot to recouer praife,but to the end ye fhould beleeue 
sme; forif my perfo poficfleno creditesmy embaflage 
smulft'needs haueuffue of no effets Speaking morein 
particular, fay: ye know that many yeares‘fince my 
filter and I departed Rome, attending on the empe- 
rour-Batfianus , and after that the traitour Macrinus 
shad flaine him, tulia his vnfortunate'wife,fo fenfiblie 
did feelehis death ;that by extretme' forrowe the fini- 
thed her life, Foruine would not cdfent to depriueme 
of my vital {pirits, when my fifter Iulia was bereft of 
dife 3and this fhe didnot to the end.to forget mee; but 
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the more to igrectie meet becaufe iny great, perilscand: 
miffortunes, ifavy timefortune diddiflemble, it was 
not fo muich as,to honour them, as afterwardes to bee 
reuenged of them. Of the death of Baffianus my lord 
and your emperour,as it was in my hands to bewaile 
him if it had beene as well'to defende him, either hee: 
had neuer died,or ele had beeneraifed to life: for that 
moft truly,although Baflianus were yonge,vaine,fic- 
kle,abfolute,&-diflolute, yeton theother part,he was 
patient, filent;and pitiful: and it might hauebeene;in 
the burthen of greater age;he would:haneforgottensy: 
vices of his youth. There is noconfidence atal times’ 
in moft wife men, either defpaire in fickle yonge mé: 
for that we {ce'all day long thar many timesage:dott: 
bring forth:fruite,wherexeafon didnot y¢ld as much 
as leaucsr Hethat in deedelaide hands.onBaflianus;: 
was that caytiuie Martianus: but he thar cofhmatinded 
himtobeflaine, was the trairour Macrinus :.aman: 
moft truly of bafe condition, infamous life, obfcure: 
linage,an-idiot in lewtets, intempetant in fpeach,vicvs 
ous in maners,and a tyrant imhis workesuYe perfecds 
ly percciue(fathers confcript)thaca manfo muclides 
famed,werea launder to be receiued & accepted fora 
prince:for that in great eftates & Segniories, it 1s not 
{ufficient that their princes be valiant, butalfo honou- 
sable:which is to wit,not to want proportion in their 
perfons, and to haue noblenes in blond, of all whiche 
things Macrinus hath no poffeffion:for,befids thathe 
is of ob{cure linage,infamous.of life,cruélof codition 
and falfeof promife »fohad hea fwarte vifage,andia 
dwarfs body, he was {play footed) 8 alfo poare blind. 
Mactinus was not fati{fied to haneflaine Baffia- 
nus, but alfo yfurped the Empire: and to heape:euill 
uh ee 
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Vppon euil »did{weare vppon the altariof the temple; 
thavhe had not flaine Baflianus,in fuch wife, that the 
periured Macrinus, was not cotented with homicide 
and manflaughter : but before the Gods was alfo per= 
tured. Butas the Gods are iuft in rewarding the ver= 
tuous,and not carelefle to chaftice the wicked, & that 
the election of men,being not confirmed of the gods: 
my rants Heliogabalus and I, haue herein vfed fo 
great {kill, thatat the time when the tyrant Macrinus 
was moft abandoned vnto the vices of Antioche,wee 
cutoff-his head:in fuch-wife,that Afia was fet free fr 
his tyrannic,and the death of Baffianus’ well revéged. 
The armies that were {cattered, difc6tented,diuided, 
and cuil payed,we haue gathered together,payed,and 
vnited cand poffeffe all Afia in obedience vnto the Ro- 
maneEmpire. “Alfo(fathers conf{cript)I with ye to 
vnderftand), that in the time of life’, and alfo after the 
death of the tyrant Macrinus,the armies did dee my 
nephue Heliogabalus Emperour: which election I 
will not denie ye that Idefired, practifed, procured, 
and alfo bought:for that it {eemed ynto mee, that the 
Empire being in the hands of fucha tyrant as Macti- 
nus , it was not bought, but redeemed. If in this 
marte of the Empire I haue offended, I wil yeeldmy 
felfc toal maner of punifhmentibut therwithI would 
hane ye to vnderftand, that I bought it with my mo- 
ney, openly of your armie,from a tyrant, farre from 
Rome,ina rebellious time, and forthe fonne of Baf- 
flianus : and I fay for the fonne:of Baflianus , which 
with moft iufteticlé should hate inherited the Em- 
pire: if Macrinus had not vfurped the fame, 
Fathers confcript,it feethiesh not y I hauedeferued 
blame,much lefleany chaftifemét:becaufe by my in- 
4 ai mare | ‘duftrie and 


E’mperour Heliogabalus. 405 


4. 

and ptopet goods, I haue paied your armies, fet Afia 
in peace, flaine the tyrant, redeemed the Empite,and 
aboue all the refte , haue retrenged the death of Baf- 
fian?, & giucn as his inheritance apperteined vnto his 
fonne. As your armies do heare report,and there doe 
write,they were {o poore and 1n {uch diftrefle,y more 
iuftly it may befaid, not that I fuborned bur f{uccou- 
red them with my monies: becaufe the more part had 
NOt to eate, NOL garments to weare,aduéturing to rob 
vppon the wayes,and in townes to filch & fteale,And 
fince my nephue 1s fonne vnto Baflianus, nephue vn- 
to Severus, & a young man of himfelfein femblance 
of good inclination,it feemeth not that we haue erred 
in his electio, either thal ye{warue in his cOfirmation: 
for thacin lite he refembleth the father,and in courage 
and nobleneffe of minde the graundfather. Neither is 
this election to be reproued for his euil nourturing or 
do&trine: for as ye know,he was not trained in vices, 
but in temples:noc with prophane men, but with ho- 
neft priefts: not robbing on high wayes, but offering 
factifices: not fheading bloud, but teares : not wande- 
ring at large, but withdrawen: not perfecuting men, 
but feruing the gods. From a child of much infancie,| 
offered my nephue Heliogabalus to the gods in the 
temple : where he hath beene inftructed to be milde, 
chafte,filent patient,tober pitiful.and abftinent:and 1£ 
by hap, he fhall proue otherwife then nowehecis, it 
may be for the libertie that he fhal obteine,and not for 
the doctrine which he hath learned, 

All princes paft haue beene elected onely of men, 
but my nephue both of Gods and men: for that I yo- 
wed him to doe facrifices, 8& the Gods haue rendered 
him to gouerne kingdomes. 
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Ye Romanes do greatly cSmend your felues,y ye re- 
moued Quintus Cincinat? from caring at the plough 
to be DiGtatour:but more is my nephue to be praifed, 
that was praying in the temple : for of more cxcellen- 
cic is that man that prayeth before the gods,then he y 
ploweth after oxen. In Romealwayes in times paft,- 
the priefthood was diutded from the Empire: butye 
fee that whiche was neuer feene of your forefathers, 
namely that the prieft 1s an Emperour,and the Empe- 
rour a prieft: in fuch wafe,that with his facrifices hee 
fhal reconcile ys with the gods,8cwith the empire de- 
fend ys againft our enimies, Fathers cofcript,great & 
infinite thanckes haue we to render vnto all thegods, 
for that they haue giuen vsan Empetour which kno- 
weth to pray ,& hath {kil to fight : foras yeal knowe, 
ew victories are obteined by fight of mé, if the gods 
do not difpofe the fame,Although the eletion of my 
nephuc hath beenedone by the arinie, and fuppofed 
alfo to be confirmed by the gods: yet neither will I y 
he rule the empire,or be eftablifhed Emperour,vntill 
by the {acted Senate it be confidered,8alfo cOfirmed: 
for Lhold him not Emperout that is obeyed in Afia, 
but that is loued &elected at Rome. Since this young: 
ma Heliogabalus 1s the fonne of a:prince;thenephue, 
the coufen,the brother ofa prince,& a prince elected, 
we haueal to prelumey he hal prouea good prince: 
for that he ismuch bound to be good,that is defcéded 
of many good perfons.As longas I enioy life, 1 thall 
not ceafe to travel that bis life be fuch, as the do@rine 
and nourture which I haue given him: and ifafter my 
death he fhal proue euil,the fault fhal then be none of 
raine, foras ye (fathers confcript)do wel vnderftand, 
no blame is.to be imputed to him thar is alreadiedead 
nei- 


Spar, 


neither may any excufe sate manifeft fault of the 
liueing, 
; CHAP, VIII. 
€| How the Romane Senate did allow the elec- 
tion of Heliogabalus, & of the prefent ap- 
parance of his wickednes, 


Be Embaladors being arriued, + thetvy Cmbatlace alfo 

knolwenat Rome, both the Seviate and people tere in 
exceeding admiration, then thep tnuseriied of p great acs 
which Acha had pone in Afia,g beara of the letter that the 
fw20fe bnto Rome: toherenf many copies were ie arid 
fent fo Diuers folwnes ¢ cities. Jn Rome thep foun then 
felugs in great confultd, bpon determinatio of an antiver e 
to p demaund which the matrone7Zcfia had made,becaufe 
the Senate doubted ber attipts in time fo come:in refped 
feberof they fo deferd their aunfivere, p the Cmbaflano2s 
cOplained buts p Wribune of the people, Wy letters of ber 
Cmbaflado2s,the matrone 77Zefia toas aduertifed of p bis 
 fention betwirt tbe Senate and people, as concerning p e¢ 
lection ¢ confirmation of ber nephue Heliogabalus:twbers 
bpon p2efently the determined fo depart fro A fia,to Italic, 
bowing W an ofbe to conffraine the Senat to performe by 
force, that which they refufed fo accomplity of thetr owne 
acco20.2he Senate hauing infelligence,the matrone 72c- 
fia fo be departenfrd Afiato Rome, not fo fue 02 make ree 
quelt.but fo fiaht, forgate not fo allotv the election of He- 
liogabalus: commaunding by publique proclamation, that 
from thécefooth they thould hold ¢ effeeme him as thetr {02 
uieretane lozd,¢ obey him as emperour.dobhe matrone 77c- 
fiatourneping front Afia fo Rome, ¢ bnderffanbding that 
fhe Scnate bad confirmed the election of Heliogabalus, 
{taped in the bovers of Greece: fo2 that to retarne tuto 
Phoenicia wag bery far, ¢ to faile bute Italie,no lee late. 
Whe winter being pall, Mefia in the prime of the Spring 
fapled into Italie, direding ber courfe freight bute Rome, 
iohere fhe was wel recetued,and no leffe featteo: alfgough 
Ce. tit, it be 
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if be moff true,at that tuffant thee tuas moze feared, then 
beloucn: but Gee twas of fo great Chul,and of fo much patis 
cnice, that the mot twifely could difemble tnturies, and ace 
cept andallogratifieferuice, Mefia was fo p2udent and 
aduifed, that neither in countenaunce, gelture, wordes 02 
inozkes, the did either fecretlp o2 openly, difcouer any maz 
lice againt any perfon : but delf with all perfons as with 
ber fonnes,and honoured al men as ber beetheene, Gil the 
Romanes tere fo pleafen with fhe grauitie of her {peach, 
and the bonefite of her life, that on a day the Senate ¢ peas 
ple being contoyned, requeffed with great infkance, that it 
might pleafe ber fo accept the gouernement of the cmon 
inealth, fince fhe bad therein fo great erpertence, and that 
ber nephue asin Afia. Wothisvemaund 1Zefia aune 
{twered. Fathers confcript, [do greatly gratifie your re- 
queft, which vnto me appertayneth not: for that it rather 
agreeth with the condition of women,to breede and nou- 
rilh Emperours, and ynto men to gouerne Empires. 
When thefe matters pafled in Rome, Heliogabalus 
fayed tt Phoenicia attending an anftwere from bis arande 
mother Mefia: tubo being aduertifed that be was accepted 
in Rome fo2 their ablolute 1.020, ¢ fouereigne Empereour, 
came tnimedtatly tute Antioch, with intent the peare fols 
lowtitg fo paffe tato Italic. Heliogabalus finding bimfelfe 
efcaped, ¢ freely delinered from the church, confirmes Ene 
percur,dupatcheb of the bands of tutors, abfent from bis 
grandniothsr.and ts poffefiion of libertie, tolive at bis lis 
king, bis euil inclination paefently appeares : becaule the 
bertue(if be bad anp)of bis former life, was but feyned:fo2 
the euill inclination of young men, may for atime be dif- 
« fembled:but being at libertie,they cannot cloake it. Whe 
“« firtinlolencic p Heliogabalus committed in Afia, as, 
« be appareleo bimfelfe in a robe wonen Ww role, filke,cotton, 
« far,¢ woll,large dotone onto p fate, fotwen all oner fupth 
« pearles ¢prectous ones: and {et a crotune on bis bean afs 
« fer the maner of Dhyara,b2acelets on bis armies, carinas 
« on bis cares (uch maner, that bute the fimple bee gaue 
occas 


orcafion fo gaze, baine perfons fo falke, and wife men fo, 
Wonder, All that winter he gaue bim felfe fo learning, , 
not of fctence, but fo plays on drommes,fluifes, and fuche 
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ofher pipes, Co daunce as a hepebeard, ¢ ruffically to fing ,, 


as aman of the countrie, and fo teft asa Zuggler stn {uch ,, 
wife, that fo2 him felfe be fought out (choles agreable ,, 
Dnfo the life which be meant toleade, Whe (ping efthe ,, 
peare beeing come, Heliogabalus departed tolwaroes 
Rome, tobere at the pogte of Hoftia » his graundmotier 
Mefia receiued bim:and toben thee falwe ber nepbue , in 
fuch libertie of life, and (o ftraunge in apparell, fhe was 
fouched with no finall diferace, inrefpect of fuche Ros 
manes ag DID accompanie ber: andnolefle offended of the 
piuafe and fanoured feruauntes that pid aftende him. 
abe matrene Mefia toas (o Wife in ber counfels ,- and fo 
aduifed in ber acfes, that heeconferred with ber nephue 
ftifecrete , craving meficinffantlp, that in no wife be 
(oulte adu nfare toenfer Rome with that manner of 
garment :fo2 fat tfintabe fallout, inbebolding bimin 
the bavtte cffo Wrautige atfpe , they foould bothe muse 
tine and be efcand alized, 

Heliogabalus gane geod care bufo the counfell of bis 
granndmiotber , but ber requelt be lefte btferlp Dnpere 
fournicd, which twas bnfo her no (mall avtefe and difpleas 
fire : fo2 Chat Thee beara tt with ber otone cares , and the 
Romanes alfafatoe tf tuto her face, howe contrary the 
acfes of ber nephue tere fo the tuaiting that (be bad fent 
toucbine him ont of Afia. 

Heliogabalus beeing arriuedaf Rome, tas receiued 
of the commits people tuithareate foye and folemnitie: 
but the aunctenft andnoble perfenages of Rome, bebols 
Ding bis prefuniption in commaunding , bis rafje and hae 
ftie fpeache, bis areedineife in fadinge , bis franiges 
nefle in atty2e , and bnffeaainefie and wantonnefie in gee 
fture, could not fatiffic them (clues with fichtua, ¢ much 
ieffe with murmuring. Wbenacerfeine Senatenr de 
mauided the matrone Mefia , Why The did permtit ber 

Ce.v. , nepous 
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nephue tobecladinabefture, fo bnaccuttomend, fiabing 

fhe aunfivered:It gricueth me not fo much ofhis ftraunge 

attire,as of his wicked manners: becaufe we may {teale his 

garmente, but his lewde conditions wee cannot alter, 20a 
» celebzate certcine feats named Quirinales,Heliogabalus 
> eonmtaunded manic beattes to be Maine: and fhe motte 
» auncient and bonourable Senatours fo beare the fpittes, 
» being fired bntolances : infuch tile, that be thouabt fo 
> po thei no (irall honour, onto Wwhome he gauea lance and 
> afpitte. he matrone AZcfia bebolvina her nephue He- 
» liogabalus , evuerie dap incteafing front better fo twoozie, 
» the people of bint fo grotve into hatred , and that beeuld 
» neither belecueber , either as mucheas reucrence her, 
» fhe forgate not toleaue Rome , and fo retutne into Phoee 
2 eh where thee hadlefte her boule, and alfo ber ris 
? CHES « 


CHAP. IX. 


Of mianie vices that were conteined inthe 
Emperour Heliogabalus, 


"T® vepoote at large all the bices of Heliogabalus, ere 
~ fo emmptie and datwe dyte Doppe by Deoppe the riuer 
Nilus,o2 fo wade the great river of Danubie: becaufe they 
are fo manic , fo bile, and fo fcandalons, that it foulve be 
thane fo woite them, and lofte time foread them. DF mae 
Hy Wwe hall Ww2ife a felve, and of the molt dile the lealt bile 
bonett : fo fhe onde , pall men whiche Chall {ee 02 read this 
fu rifing, may couceiue the deferucd blame of the Romains, 
faholde and fuffer (uch a bealke Fo2 their Cmperour: foz 
that be was not onelp bumete fo gouerne a common 
wealth; but alfo bis life in bim was moite eulll tmploy- 
£0, 
Wile wil write partly of bis cuil life,fo difcouer bnto mer 
bis cuill end; fog as p diuine Plato faide, though meh sa 
CLOG 
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clokeand diflemble others faultes: yet do not the Goddes 
pardon theiriniuries . @bis bnfostunate Pince was 
ticions, abfolute, piffolufe, and (whereof we baue mole 
to wonder ) never wweried in bis twickedines : fo2, ifvertue 
be tedious, viceis yrkefome . Heliogabalus entring the » 
Cniire, prefently bis boufe was furnif}ed twithtpars, » 
Juaglers , ¢iekers: wntotwhome be neither denyped the » 
entrie of bis chamber, 02 tbe fecretes of bis boufe, Helios » 
gabalus greatly delighted to plape and repzefent the fable » 
and {forte of Paris the Troyan, and the Ooddeffe Venus, » 
Wwho with bis complices were clad tn fuch garmentes, as. » 
in the chiefelt of their playe fell from them, and difcoues » 
red their nakednewle : that bnfoall arane perfons, occafi- » 
on was given of murmuring, andtoall laht perfons, of » 
lanagbing. 29 
SLhis ocede tuas not onely of create indignifie, but ale — 
fo efcandalous to be repzefented of a Weince 3 fog it © 
fufficeth not, that Princes be honelt in their owne per- 
fons: but they muft not permitte either worde or deede ei 
thatis vnhoneft, to be faide or done in their prefence. - | 
{hep did perelp celebrate a certetne fea nated Salabos 
na, which continued thee dapes, in the firfte day thep 
Wwere Walhedandlet bloud, on the feconde they fighed and 
Were filent, andon tbe thirpe they featteo and’ retopced: 
in their motte cofly attp2e, tn the memozie of Adonides 
the areatett lower that pad bene in the Wwozlbe : fhe ende 
of this feaff was , forepzefent the traucls, fiabes, {02+ 
roiwes, araces and difaraces, that loners (ntkeined befoze 
their foucreigne delight was obteined. Heliogabalushav: 
inbis chambers young man named Zotipus, of bobye, 
face, aid aefture, verie faire and gractens: but of mas 
ners and conditions no leffe coaruptea : for that wi bis 
fades be fwasalpar, invdealing double, falle of p2c- 
mife , periured of bis othe , and malicious in. all bis 
thoughfes. | 
Heliogabalus twas oft aduertifen of the tro2ds dates, 
and letun life of Z otipus; but as affection did moze reigne 
it 
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in him, then reafon, fo could be netther be feperatend from 
bis conuerfation , 02 giue credit fo ante repo2te that was 
faine of bim,accompting aibes ant icfkes, aratious recreas 
tions : guile, liactineffe of {pirite-deccites, diligence: crofe 
Dealinge , paftinre:and malice , fubfiltie. Gerte worthy 
twas Zotipus of chafitcemente , and Heliogabalusof much 
areafer reprebentd :vecaufe if princes haue licence to dif 
femble the faultes sree fauoured feruaunts, they ought 
not to allowe and confirme them: for of great reafon none 
ought to be fo acceptable vnto the prince, that opély dare 
aduenture to committe ewill, At the time of bis repatte, 
be pid mante times commaunde Pbilofophers and orators 
to appeare in bis prefence,not to difpute of naturall cours 


,, (es, but of vachatte adulteries. at time of conference with 
., anbatfadours, Senators, o2 other araue perfons,be would 
,, either play {with his bandes , 02 twinkle and Wwinke with 


bis epes , infuch wife, that futers departed with difarace, 


4 ’ and not anftweared. As concerning women be neither {pas 


,, bed matrones , inatricd women , dirgins , 62 Wwitowes: 


if ” but that all fuch as be fauoured, be cither obteined, 02 cile 


defamed. 

Zn dinking be was alfo difosdinate, fo2 af fome times 
” be {woulde dinke water , fomtimes wine , fomfimes ale, 
” fomtimes fider, fomtimes fodde water, fomtinies golden 


i water , fome times ftilo water, and at other times bee 
. woulde not d2inke, but bothes and collefles. Jn the mane 
, her of bis feeving, be neitber bled aufbozitie, 02 obferued 


” qrauitie : foz at fome times , be twouldeeafe fittingeina 
, ebalte , fometines ona bench , and fomtimes toalking:fo2 
” be vied to fay , that infuche manner , be did both eate and 
” vigelt. Maturallp bee iwas given to fieepe berte litle, 
” through toe weakeneffe of bis baatne and fleptet inall plas 
ces without refpect , as well in the temple , asin fhe Se- 
” nate, inthe garden, in the bath, in the bedde, and alfo in 
” the market place cin fuche toile, that bee wanted force 


” torelifte theleatte motions and affections of bis inclinas 


” tion, 
Helio- 


m 
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Heliogabalus bid inuent af Rome , a certeite matitier of 
feafting named, Feftum vindemiarum,that is to faye, the 
featt of grapegathering: tobich feat twas (9 difolute ¢ bre 
Mamefatk onto the bietwe of p common people , that after 
fwards itt Rome they neuer cdfented fo p celebzatid therof. 
He was alfo greatly addicted to plape af tennis, and whe 
be twas offended with any olde Senatonr, either anp auns 
cient o2 honourable Romane , be would fende for bim fo 
playe and accompany him: fith tobome be would playe 
fo much , that inthe end the fo2rowfall gentleman thouis 
Departe tuto bis heule, both ty2ed , beftuctt, and d2udged, 
and alfo many times defpoplend of bis money. ie tvent ves 
rie feloome bute the temples, fvas bfterly boide and bars 
ren of all friendihip 02 affection bute wife men, was nener 
{ene foread in bokes, greatly abbo2red futers ¢ affaires, 
fvas negliqenf, either to pape o2 refourme the armies, 
made finall accompf either of friendes 02 enimies: finals 
lp, be was addicted bnto bis otune opinion , andamo2- 
_ tall entmie bnto reafon, 


CHAP,X, 


@ Ofa letter written by the great matrone Mefia 
vnto her nephue the Emperour 
Heliogabalus, 


THE areafe matrone Aefia beitig aduertifenin A fia, 
of ber nephue Heliogabalus fofarre inraged with vice 
in Rome, did wweite hima letter after this manner. 


My fonne Heliogabalus, when thou departedft 
from Afia vnto Rome, J hoped to haue heard {uch 
newes of thee, as might be ioyfull to thy common 
wealth, and haue giuen vnto mee gteate renoune & 
glorie : bucas I am aduertifed here, and alfo giuen to 


vader- 
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ynderftand frommthence :,*thete thou'doeltminilter 
matter forall men to' murmur’: and here'ynto mee 
fufficient caufe to weepe . Sixtie fixe yeares are paft 
{ince ] wasborne into this worlde , in which I haue 
buried and bewailed my father Torquatus, my, mo- 
ther Atiftina, my fifter Phillis, and her hufbande 
Tharfus. Alfol buried and bewailed my husband 
Ariftippus, my fonne Lucius Francus, my daughter 
Dolobella, and her husband Martianus. Alfo'l be- 
wailed and buried the good Emiperour Marcus Aureé 
lius , andthe Emprefle Fauftina my pod and gra: 
tious Ladie: in whofe houfe I was borne, and in 
whofe palace was married. I alfo buried anid be- 
wailed the Emperour Commodus , the Empcrour 
Pertinax , Annius Paftor. mine vnckle , Mirtha 
mine aunte , Camillus my, nephue, and Ioanna my 
neece. Alfo I buried and bewailed the Emperour 
Scuctus ,my onely good Lorde and famous Empe- 
rour. Alfo I bewailed and buried thine ynfortu- 
nate father , my deare and mofte defired fonne: 
whofe name I dare not , either any othet, expreffe in 
my prefence: becauic the founde thereof conftraineth 
mee to breake foorth inteares. Ithought it expedi- 
ent (my fonne) to leade thee vnto remembrance of al 
thele thy, predeceffours , to. theende thou mayft fee; 
howe {mall reafon it were ; that] fhould bewaile the 
Jiuing, , fince I haue weptall the dayes of my life, for 
{fo many perfons that are dead . VWVhen thou waft 
borne by ftcalth,and I did both hideand couer thee: 
when I did remoue theefrom Rome , and brought 
thee'vnto Grecia : when I catifed thee to be inftruc- 
ted in Greeke letters., and bred and noutifhed thee in 
companic of wifemen: when’ did offer thee ue 
“19D04 the 
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the God Heliogabalus’, and made thee a prieft in his 
{acred temple: I though (my fonne’) tharall thefe 
thinges fhould {crue mee for ioye and peace in my re- 
pofedage: and notto bewaile thy childifhe youth- 
fulneffe. ms : 

Inthis Iacknowledge, how free the iudgements 
of the Gods are from the thoughtes of men in that 
the gods determine one thing , and men fuppofe an- 
other: which hath chaunced: both ynto thee and to 
mee (O my fonne Heliogabalus:) becaufe the chil- 
difhneffe which thou doeft vfe , and the vices thou 
pofleffelt , Idid notonely thinke , thou would{t not 
committe : butalfo, that inthy minde they fhoulde 
neuer hauehad paflage. When did placethee with 
the greate priefte Gorgias’, caufed thee to be appa- 
rayled in the facred vefture, prayedft daily vnto the 
gods , and alfo euery weceke diddelt offer {acrifice in 
the temple : I hoped thou fhouldeft haue proued a 
Paragon in vertue , and not (asthou arte ) a mon- 
{ter inall vice. | 

If chou wouldeft confider, many thinges do per- 
fuade, and alfo binde thee to be good , but norhinge 
prouoketh thee to be euill + that isto weete ,to be a 
man reafonable, to haue beenea prieft, to be borne 
in Rome, to be nowean Emperour ; to haue nouri- 
fhed thee in my houfe , and to be defcended of bloud 
fo noble and generous: for it much prouoketh men 
to perfourme that which they ought todo ; 8& to re- 
membet from whence they be defcended . Belecue 
mee,my fonne, that with leffe, coft , and more eafe, 
thou fhalt be vertuous , then vicious: becaufe vices 
content the flefhe when they are committed,and tor- 


ment the hearte after they be perfourmed: but peice 
ee yelde 
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yclde notfo much gricfein their woorking , as"pleaz 
fure when'we haue giuen repulfeynto vice. I may 
not comprehende the froward fortune that foloweth 
thee, or the forrowfull deftinies which haue purfued 
mee: finceI nourifhed thee in trueth, and thou pro- 
uelt, and arte becomealyar : I bred thee chafte , and 
thou arte imbrued with impudicitie : I brought thee 
vp in temperance , & thou haft {tained thy felfe with 
excefle and gluttonie : I trayned thee in fhamefaft- 
nefle ,and thou rendrefta life mofte diffolute: and 
that which is woorft aboue the reft , thou doeft nei- 
ther feare to offende the Gods, or efcandalize men, 
Admitting thou wouldeft not be good , for any of- 
fence vnto the Gods that haue created thee, or anye 
etiefe or fcandal ynto men with whome thou doetft 
line: yet oughteft thou fo to be, to remoue all heaui- 
neffe and difpleafure from meethy oldeand forrow- 
full grandmother : fince thou knowelt , I bought for 
thee the Empire,by the weight of money drawen out 
of my cheftes, and by force of teates ifluing ‘8¢ brea- 
king from mine entrailes. My fonne, thou doeft 
well knowe , that to make thee a Romane Prince, I 
auc create giftes vnto the temples , offered ynto the 
Gods infinite facrifices, gaue vnto the Pretorians all 
my treafures , made ynto the Prieftes great offers, 8¢ 
fent vnto the Senatours mofte riche iewels, all which 
is nothing : for if it had beene pofsible, I would haue 
giuen my bloud ynto the immortall Gods,that thou 
mighteft be oneofthem. Andif! haue erred in pur- 
chafeing the Empire , much more thould Ietreto 
make thee one of the Gods , fince in thee no vertue 1 
to be founde, either any vice wanting . The Gods 
haue made thee faire of face , gallant of proportion, 

Ge ik, aie ees ftout 
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ftout of ftrength , learned in letters, expert inarmes, 
valiant of heart , delicate in iudgement, and boldein 
perils : but. what profite all thele graces , fince thou 
art fo greatean enimie of others counfel : and fo farre 
enamored of thineowne proper iudgement ? Thou 
followeft vanitie, as one moft inconftant : thou dot 
profecute thine age, asone ouerchildifhe: thou pur- 
{uelt fenfualitie , as one moft wilful in follies: which 
thing fora whilemay be diflembled , but long time 
may not be fuffered: in fuch wife, that either the 
Empire fhalbe loft betwixt thine handes: or thou 
muft dye within fewe dayes . As the feate ofthe 
Empire is confecrated ynto the Gods , fo they fuffer 
noteuil Princeslong to reigne: which thou mayft | 
confider in Tybetius , Caligula, Claudius, Netos 
Galba , Otho, Vitellius , Domitian, Commodus, 
Tulianus , Bafsianus & Niger, al which had fo euilan 
ende, that where the yron of the enimie entred , by’ 
the fame place thefoule departed . Oh my forrowful 
and vnfortunate fonne Bafsianus : of whome vntil 
this time I goe laden with forrowes: and alfo thou 
haft to holde it for moft certeine, that fince thou arte 
adifciple of his euil manners , fo fhalt thou bealfoa 
follower of his moft miferabledeath . Being verie 
young,and as then butachilde , I hearde my Lorde 
Marcus Aurelius verie oft faye , that the immortall 
Gods did fooner flaye euil Princes , then other wic- 
ked perfons : becaufe the euil man , is only cuil vnto 
his ownc houfe and perfon:but the euil prince liueth 
to the hurte of the whole comon wealth . I bought 
not the Empire , for any othercaufe ,-but chiefely to 
renue the memorieof the good Emperour Antoni- 
nus Pius : buralasalas of mee 2 whoe greately feare 
Ngee SE ; and 
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and alfo hold it for certeine, thatas in Neto the gene? 
ration of the Czefars finifhed : euen fo intheethe fin: 
cere linage of the Antonines fhalbe ended. 

Inthe dayes that Iremainedat Rome, I ynder- 
{toode , and fince I came into Afia, I hauealfo feene, 
that by the profperitie ofa good man , many be ad- 
uaunced : and by mifhap ot a wicked perfon , many 
finifh and decaye. | 

I amaduertifed , that in thy houfe and chamber; 
men of wicked life , and little wifedome , haue free 
entraunce and familiaritie: which in princes houfes,is 
verie perillous , and no lefle pernitious : for that 
{uch perfons do procure thee to followe the counfels 
which they fhall giue ,and to diffemble the exceffe 
which they fhall committe. If thou beecuill, and 
{ich as attende thee be wicked : howe maift thou 
haue hardineffe to chafticeany euill 2 Torefourme 
others, thou mutt firfte refourme thy felfe : andto 
chaftice others , thou haft firfte to punithe thy fer- 
uaunts : for that, if the priuate and fauoured feruants 
of Princes be diffolute , thecomon wealth doeth fall 
outtobeabfolute. In thereigne of my lorde Mar- 
cus Aurelius , I fawe his courte furnifhed with ver- 
tuous perfons.,and in thedayes of his fonne Com- 
modus , 1 fawe his houfe filled with wicked people: 
and am well able to faye vnto thee, my fonne, that 
as their houfes were , fo was their common wealths, 
If thou wilt liue in quiet , go alwayes in peace , and 
auoide fufpicion : keepein thine houfe continually 
‘men ofhoneftie, grauitie , and-wifedome, becaufe 
honourable and wife men in Princes houfes,yealde 
authoritie with their perfons , and profite wath their 
counfels 2, 0 ¥ cringid + @meme 
ts Nowe; 
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Nowe, orneuer , thou maift withdrawe thine 
hande ,ceafeto be euil , and binde thy felfe to bee 
good : becaufe of all that is paft, we will impute the 
faultto thy youth: which if thou refufeft to do, then 
will wee referre it whollie ynto thy wilfull vanitie. 
It profiteth not a litle for the healpe of good go- 
ucrnement of thecommon wealth , that the Prince 
be of good life : for fubieé&ts hauing good Princes, 
imitate what they fee, and perfourme what they 
commaunde. | 


CHAP. XI. 


@ Of certeine lawes which the Emperoug 
Heliogabalus made in 
Rome, 


Eliogabalus mane certeine latves , toberof forme iuere 

gwd, fome indifferent, and ofbers neither good ri02 
euill, but moffe batne: fozas be vfed to faye , fo greate 
authoritie haue Princes in their kingdomes, as the gods 
inthe heauens . He made alatwe that no bveffall birgine 
{honlo make a boweof chattitie, but to Mande at ber Its 
bertie to be inclofed, 02 fobe married; fo2 be belde opinis 
on, that women were Deric Weake fo perfourme volves: 
andaf every houre, bariable of opinion andadnife . De 
made alatue , that no Wwidowwe might matric Wwithina 
yeare of her bufbandes death : on the one parte (ufficts 
ently tobetwaile the dead, atid on the other parte, cractlyp 
fo confider of him that Houlde marrie ber . Pe mades 
lalwe, that no flethe , beeade, wine , 02 any fruite Hhoulde 
be folde in Rome by biewe, but by tueighf and mealures 
becaulein felling of thinges bp iveight and meafure, they 
are bought accogding to their balue, andnot asthepare 
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45e made alate that al faplers in recetuing garments 

to make , (houlde fake the fame by weight, to anopd purs 
foynina ef any parte thereof. be mabdea lave that no 
pouna man bnoder fhe gouernement of father , mother, o2 
tutour, might gine, take, 02 plape any monep: becaule if 
lucre to be p2efuppofed, that fuch.a one, being inno pot. 
feffion of inberitance, bad either folne, 02 made fome euil 
marte , He made a latwe that all matdes, bauing attained 
the age of rrv, peates, might marrie, althouahe their pas 
rents tuould not thereuntorconfent: for be bled fo faye, 
that good parents haue more care to marrie one daughs 
ter, then to breedex.fonnes.. Be madea late , that ow 
holy Daves, anddayes of publique feaites andioye, they 
Mould not openly burie their dead : faying, it were an euil 
figne ynto the common wealth, if at the time of ioy, o¢ 
thers fhould begin to weepe , Hemadea late, that no 
Romane fhould pefume to thzowe out at doze, any fers 
uatnt ,flane, 02 bozfe , 02 any other bea, wereit but a 
dogg, ctther fo2 any olde age 02 ficknefle : faping, that fo2 
the fame purpofe , men ferue from their youth, tobe fuc- 
coured when they come toage. Hemade alawe,that pus 
nifhment (ould not be giuen bnfo theues as Judges cis 
nigunded, but at the tuilof the perfons tobich were rob- 
bed: affirming theaft to belo foule a fault , that by the 
bands of all perfons they delerued chafticement. Be made 
alatve, that no citisen of Rome fhould prefume fo dave, 
4od20tone, fo ftrangle, o2 bang bis Gane fo2 any offence: 
faying, that to the Oods alone, and fo Peinces, potver 
is given fo faye and kill, and toothers onely fo punitbe. 
We made alate, that ifany married woman ould come 
mitt adulferie with any kinfman o2 friend of ber bufband, 
be might neither chafitce , repaoue 02 blame ber, if the 
proued that ber hufband bad firlt baought him to phoufe: 
affirnting : that a woman naturally of her felfe is weake, 
and beeing moued by any occafion, hath no power to 
make refiftance. He made alate, that frely all manner 
of perfons within the walles of Rome , might bevatts 
roms 
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fron their wines, and their toiues from thetr bufbands, 
after fire peares marriage: affirming, that fince from 
yereto yere was a long time to chaunge agarment , it 
vere not much,that from fixe to fixe yeres, there fhoulde 
be chaunge of marriage. Demate a latue , thal in all 
Rome thep thouls haue no Hoppe wherin fo fell compond 
medicties , but only finples and bolcfome bearbes , to as 
uoide refemblance of faucrnes, wherein they (olde netwe 
wines, but i fhops only old medicines, Pe made a latwe, 
that none Mouly marrie in Rome buf twith bis equal: 
thatis to faye, a merchant toith a merchant, a goloimith 


1 a golofmith, a fernaunt witha feruaunt ga rutticall - 


With aruflicall : fo2 be beloe opinton, fat men,in making 
vnequall marriages , do inforce them feluesto more then 
they may, and {pend much more then they ought, He 
made alatue, that when any boufe burnedin Rome, all 
the neighbourbeod (ould runne to the bealp and fuccout 


thereof , vppon the paine ofany mans default therein , to. 


contribute to the repatring thereof . Wany other lawes 
{vere made by Heliogabalus, as Pikoztograpbers of hint 
do repoete , of qreate indignitic to be tozttten, and no letle 
bnthamelatie Co be reade, 


CHAP,XII, 


@ Howe Heliogabalus was thrice married, and 
of his marrying of the Gods 
together. 


A ter that Heliogabalus was conte from Afia,be ffayed 
“in Rome aw tobale peare Without marriage : after 
{which time be married with a qentletoman of Rome, 
Heautifull of face, and noble of loud: and it well appeas 
rep, that be rather married ber fo2 beantic, then nobles 
nefte: fo2 that ayeare beeing (catcelp patted , be was dts 
u9zccd.. 7 
F ftil. De 
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be nit not oncly remoue her from all hoviour., buf alle 
call ber out of bis bonfe , (popicd ber of all ber Zetwels and 
apparel ,andconfratned ber by (pinning and tucantng o- 
penlpfoget ber living. he firl tile being repudtate, 
be qrewe enanoured of encof the veftal birgins,wobome 
beremoucd out of the churche, and openly efpoufed: fo2 
mee fact, the Senate was not alittle grieved, ¢ Rome 
ioleffe efcandaltsed ; becaule the beffal virgines, were 
Mictch in fhe temples bute the Oods, and fivc2ne and Bos 
ined fo perpetual chaftitie . After be bnderftod the ariefe 
of the Senate, and the murmuring of p people, be meun- 
fed ore Day tnfothe Senate , and wifjed them not tobe 
fo2rotofull for bis marriage with a veftall birgin, fo2 that 
ifit wet g ean offerice , if were but an humaine offence: and 
bet yc vas ) awe, tappertcined not Onto him 
to mai vate but wit) a woman that twere a Patett: andié 
hat wer et of fufficient, pet it fafficed that be Was a 
ince and an Gmperour motte fuappeme, tuto whole 
ateatneiic it appertainca foimakelaives, withont all obs 
ligation to obicrue them. Haze then a pere, andlefe thers 
tivaine, be toas married onto this beffall birgin : fo 
twhome, as fo the firft, be cauca libell of dinogce: andthe 
fo2rotvfull iwontan came fo fo greate and miferable pos 
ucrtic, thatif the other vid obteine lining by {yinning, 
this did purchafe the fame by adulteric: tn {uch toile, that 
of a confecrated dvirgitt, and of anoble Cmpaefle, thee bee 
caine a common adulterefle. be married the third tine 
{ith a tuidoive, and matrone of Rome, and fo2 better 
occaffon be teould oft (aye, that thee twas defcended fronz 
fhe linage of Commodus; and tbat from thence fo2th be 
world not take a Wife, butof bloud very biah, ofbeantie 
Gugular , and of convition motte difcreete . Heliogabalus 


” tvonlooftfaye,anp ieince might efcape errour tn bis 
? firfé marriage sthatis tofaye , if the were of bale condts 
” tion, focttame ber ef no reputation: tf fhe were foule, 
” ég abboore ber: andif (hee werefalifhe , fo ktlt ber. 


Heliogabalus peeceeded bute fo greate pore that 
be 


« 
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be vid not oncly derive humaine marriages , buf alfo {cof 
feo af Diuine matrimontes: fo2 that he determined oper 
ly to marrie bis Gop Heliogabalus, andfo celebrate ma- 
trimonie with fomeother Oodoee. Whe cafe toas thus, 
that the thing tubtch the Ronanes held onder qreateté 
guarde, tenerence, and veneration, twas the Zmage of 
the Govdefie Pallas, which twas fatde fo fallfrom beauen 
tppon the malles of Troye: this {mage Heliogabalus 
commmtaunocd to be faken out of the churche , tubere he 
remained bioden , andtobe tranfferred onto bis boule: 
and from the day that (hee was beought from Troye, was 
nener fene with mannes eye bntil that dave . De made 
acocheof platcouecr gilocd, aloff whereon beplaced the 
@oddefle Pallas, apparelied in riche robes , and charged 
{with mofke precious tetvels sone ofthe Dren wherewith 
the coche twas deawen, was iobife tvithout anp {pott of 
blacke; and the otber twas blacke without any {pott of 
{white. Heliogabalus tent befoze teith a goad tn bis 
hande, quyding the Dren, anvfurning bis face altwayes 
fotnardes the Chariot, in fuch manner, that Milltobss 
holac the Goddelle , he marched backwardes . Whe Ro- 
manes bndertandina, that Heliogabalus wonld that dap 
plape the Carter, povided front the imperiall palace 
nto the temple, a beoabde anda fandie waye , that in bis 
backewaroe walke be Mould net finde tobercat fo Taunt 
ble, much lefe tofall .. Andtwhen they toere all come 
pnto the churcbe, they twke fhe Gon Heliogabalus, and 
the Gonvelle Pallas, married then, and fopned them as 
nan and {wife, andmade then a right fumptuons bedd 
inthe midft of the femple , tobere thev toyntiy fept all 
that night. She Romanes receiued no {niall gricfe,fo bez 
hold Heliogabalus committe fuch fallics :_fo2 that pefus 
minis (as theppeefumed ) to be fo greate twothippers of 
the Gods , if femed bute them thatin making fach mare 
riages , twas fo deride the Gods: andif might happen, 
that what bedia but in iette, thep mightrepaye m sare 
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Nolwe, then thete Gods tere efpouted , Heliogaba. 
lus iwontde folemnise that marriage with topes:fo2 which 
urpofe, be commraundedthe Circene plapes to be pes 
pared: wherin be commannded infinite beattes fo be Maine, 
and the flethe of them all, bot) qood ¢ bad, fo be eatenof 
all perfons : in luche-wile, that there they did eate Lions, 
Weares , UWoolues, Dyagers, Unicomnes, Dunces,Bo2e 
{es, Afes, Dongs, Becues, ibuffes,¢ other {oulde beaftes, 
MWBo2es excepted, which they bled not to eatetn Phoenie 
cia, iobere be twas bred and nourifhed. Powe, twhen all 
thete feattes tere finifhed , and al plapes perfourmied and 
concluded, Heliogabalus twoulode makea thetwe ofthe 
greatneffe of bis minde , andthe wealth andriches of his 
perfon: and being aduaunced bpon the btabell teps 02 des 
grees of the church, be thoewe amonaft the circumffants, 
acreat Cumine of moneyp,and no lefle riches tn telwels : fo2 
the fcambling and cqetting toberof, mante were Wounded, 
choked , Tranagled, and flatne: andthe burte was not fo 
fmall, but that muche greater twas the fozrowe in Rome 
anvall Italic, fo2 the areate numbers whiche there diep: 
thew ante pleafure of the monep tobiche thep bad got- 
fit. 


CHAP.XIII. 


Howe Heliogabalus folde offices, and practifed 
manie vanities, 


Eliogabalus did marte and fell all offices of inftice, ¢ of 
the Senate, as tuell Cenfo2s ¢ Coils, as Wefo8 and 
ribunes, tu fuch tile , that be ubich aaue moft money, 
although teffe bertuons,did beare qreatet office. Jt was a 
culiome in Rome, teclecte no Senatour, ercepte he tocre 
di linage an auiicient Datritian: and of age, at the leaffe 
fiffie peaves ; but be made bis election(fo2 the mof parte) 
of bale perfons , as gardeners , potters, and taplers sand 
ther 


i 
other young mien ofthe ace of rr.peares, We oid notencly 
fell (he offices of the common tuealth, but alfo of the aor 
uernemient of bis boule: as porters, cokes, caters,chams 
berlains, and andifours : whereof folloined, that at times 
foben be ouls oifpatch hein fo2 thetr eutll ferutce, tyev 
ivould plead,that thep bad bought it of him fo2 marie. 

Heliogabalus betng afriend bnta ieafkers, and areatly 
delighting in thety conuerfation, it happened againd thc 
celebration of the featt of Day,in the cucn thereof irr.carte 
loaves oftioles were brought onto the Court, which being 
catt all into one chamber, againt the nert vayes feat, bee 
coutinaunded fhofe tugaglers andicafters to betheoWwen ac 
motel thofe Roles, tobich beeing manp , and they oners 
iwbelmed therein, were all frangled with Wofes, We dio 
neucr cate but at tables of filucr, o2 fit tu chaire that was 
not wrought with Mluer, gold, and Tinicozne: and all the 

_p2ouifion of pots, (hilets, lavels,{pits,and all other things 
of the kitchin, were offiluer, and bis cokesinfilke, ez 
cretelp Heliogabalus commannded an bundzeth pitcbars 
of flies fo be taken, and being bought to the Court, ve feas 
ffed certaine Romanessand being then Summer and tine 
of great beate.andin chicfett of thetr dinner, be conunaun- 
ned bis hungrie flics to be fet at large, wobo with thetr li- 
bertie gave an onfet tppon the queftes,as bppon a campe 
of entmies,in fuch wile, that the gueftes gane themfelucs 
fo fight,and the flies fate doiwne fo eate. 

Dn the day of the areat featt of bis God, all the facren 
Senate, and whole multitude of people, offering factifices 
tithe femple,and all the da2e8 fatt hut, foudeinty be caus 
fed fo be fet lofe amongefl  troups of people,an bundzcth 
caffes, fenne thouland raftes, an bundzeth grephounds, ¢ 
a thoufand bares ; tobere the fiahfe and Mauabter twas {5 
great, and the confafion , runible, and crie of people fo ers 
treeme,that it feemed, bee went rather to fcozite the Oods, 
fhen offer lacrifices, 

SLbe chaniber where be fept, Hf) Galleri ic lubere be wals 
hed, the place lobere he aid eate, ¢ allo nifpatche affapes, 
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loas alinapes {lwept, not with beames of any cOmon mate 
ter’, but of fhzeeds of geld: which office be qaue tno one of 
the chiefett perfons of bis Court, Cabenbe would af any 
tine toalke a litle on fote, it as not on bard ground, but 
» onfandof gold. Heliogabalus twas not fatiffied fo tneare 
> {hoes of any filke, 02 beluet,cither of clothe of gold, 02 gold 
>» In2oucht with the banter: but the foles tere of Vnicorne, 
» aud goloof Nilus : and the tnftep and bpper part therof fet 
» fouith pearle and nioff rich ftones: tn fuch wife, that Helio- 
» cabalus thoes twere of moze balue, then the crotene of lu- 
» lus Cefar,o2 Auguttus. Be was much addicted fo tycare 
» tings on bis fingers, and fonietimes tuculd Weare them of 
bale, pon, lean, amber, and of leather: in {uch wife, tbat 
this pance,the moze-to oifcouer bis madnefle , did tocare 
thoes of cold, andringes ofletber, Dnattme there came 
from Alexandria, 10, fhippes laden totth qreat and mot 
precious riches: and onderflanding that they toere arris 
ued at the porte of Holtia, fecreatelp be commaunted the 
mariners fo fincke them: tubereofbecing repzoned in the 
Senate, bee aunfinered: that thereby they badfo bnderz 
ffand bis {niall couetoufnes, fo2 that be fpent the riches of 
the earfh,and downed that tobich came by Sea. Helioga- 
” balus was prodigal and curtons,nof onelp openly.but alfo 
” ti fecreate ¢ fo2 that bis Grinall was of Vnicorne, andbis 
” frole of fine gold, Wdiben be chaticed fo tue out of Rome, 
° be bad ww bint no lefle then 600, wagons, which were al las 
dei, not With cheftes, apparel, citber any thing neceflarie 
02 appertepning onto perfons of the Conrte: but with wos 
wen, leatfers, miunficians,bunters, fibers, crquifite wines, 
and bicuals neuer beard off: fo2 that be nener twent fo2th 
of Rome fo bifife countries, 02 conquerecnimies, but fo 
fake delectable places , the moze freelp fo giue bim felfe 
tovice, Acertaine Scnatour demaunding toby bee bled 
fuch evcefie in fpending,be made bun anfwere: Dy friend, 
4 give thee fo buver fad , that none doth inberite buf after 
the death of fome perfor: and therefore Z will in my life 
fine, make my (elf mine clone beire. 
. G 
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{Che armies did nof a little repent them to have elected 
him Cuperonr , andthe Senate no lelle fo haue accepted 
aid allolned the fame: for that be twas fo twilfull in all 
fhinges, that be tuas not onely fatifficd tebe bitious tn ail 
humaine bices: but loafched and fubicd totnncnt newe 
Wickednes, Mefia the grandmother of Hcliogabalus, hte 
che precured, 02 ( fofay better) bought bimthe Empire, 
bad (uffictentlp aduifed and allo perfuaded bimfs be gav 
and berfucus: but bee was fo obftinate tn bis catll, and fa 
boived and dedicated dito bice , that be litic eed the 
counfell of bis friends, citber the thacatentnas of bis ents 
Ga bhen his graundmother Mefia perceiued, that cad 
perfuafions would neither peofife, either areat thoeates 
nings pearce bim with any feare, thee remembeed fo fire 
ber eyes bppon ber offer nephuc rained Alexander, that 
the one beitig dead, the ether might {uccede: for the belve 
it for moft cerfeine, that infewe dayes, refpect beita bad 
of bis many bices, bis Cmpire (onild finifhe. As Mefia 
was auncient , prouident, and of erpericnce: fo thee pers 
{uated Heliogabalus twith fuch wozdes , that be accepted 
bis coufin Alexander as companton of the Empire, which 
election the Senafe app2oucd and allowed twith great af 
fection , and nolefle gratefull bnto the twehele people: and 
from thence fo2tb , although thep obeyed Heliogabalus, 
vet they did peald al their lone Snto bis confits Alexander. 
Heliogabalus being aduertifed by certeine Mekromane 
fike Wieltes of Accypt, that be fhould haue a death ace 
cording bufo bislife (tobereby, be doubted that bis life 
Mould be Hot, and his death Mamefull:) beganto dee 
uife turth bintfelfe, tobat kinde of death might be given 
bimn by bis eniimies: and confinered,that either they would 
cutt bis thaote, 02 bang him, o2 cat him potone fri fome 
rocke, 02 D2olune him,o2 end bis papes wi fome popfou: € 
thus if tuas, be filleda ponde full of rofe tater, wherce 
info bedzoluned: at thefate of a Mower of bis boule, 
he placed golden fande , fo fall on: be made soe 
& 
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filke halfers toberctotth fo be Hanaed: bee commannded 
Dagaers and flvo2des of gold, wwobereivith to be faine: and 
ronferued popfon in Gnico2ne bores, toberetwith tobe pops 
foried; all tohicy be proutoed of purpofe, that at the time of 
nde be mtabe one way o2 ofherend his to2etched life: fo2 
(as be dfed to fap)he areatlp did not effeme ta dic, if with 
fuch, and fo ftately infruments be might be put fo death. 
Wut the fuccefle happened quife contrarte to the forcaffes 
of Heliogabalus, as well tn dying when bee teould nof,as 
in the maner of bis death , whereof be dtd not thincke? fo2 
ifisa thing nofoztous bnfoall nen , that we may neither 
inlarge our lifeas we defire, either fhunne thatdeath whi- 
che weabhorre. 


CPAP errr 
@ Of the fhamefull death of the Empe- 


rour Heliogabalus. 


A Fer that Heliogabalus had accepted his coufen Alex. 
"ander companion of the Cmpire, be not a litle repéten 
bim thereof: fo2 that bee clearely perceiued himlelfe to bee 
abbozred, and bis confen qreatty beloned: he determinates 
lp purpofed fo Depzine Alexander of bis hononr, as alfo fo 
“Deutle a d21f¢ to difpatch bim of bislife. AZanea, the mos 
ther of Alexander, bnderftanding the ertreeme hatred of 
Heliogabalus fo furtouflp bent agatitt ber fonne Alexi- 
der, bad orer bint creat regare, that be hhould not watke 
alone by night.accompany fufpicions perfons,fade of any 
incate that were prefented, o2 pate by dangerous places: 
becaufe the was affured,y to kil him, Weliocabalus fonghé 
of occafion,bnt oppo2tnnitic. 

Sifter that Heliogabalus found the great ward € watch 
of the mother and grandmother ouer Alexander.be tent 
on adap bute the Scnate,perfuading with fete wards, 
anudatter comutanunding bppon creat paines , to take that 
name Cefar front Alexander, which they bad sinen him: 
| this 
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this demaunde being beard of the tubcle Senate; every 
man cafte Dotone bis head, and aunliwered not fo much as 
one word. Wiben be fawe the Senate refule bis requeff, 
he did Wife aletter bnto the Weefeds, and mok principal 
of the armies, to gine them fo bnderftand that from {heces 
fo2th thep fhouldgiue no bonour bnto Alexander, much 
leffe pecld him fernice as bnto Cefar; but the armies fine 
ping it rather fo p2ocede of bis oucrmuch matice, then of 
any fault in Alexander,btd not obep bis chmanundements, 
neither aunfwered bis letters. | 

Wihen hee miaht not perfuade fhe Senafourg,o2 con 

ftraine the armies, be aduifed to baibe and cozrupt bis fers 
vaunts and boufebold officers, promifing them many and 
great rewards, if thep would temper bis meate with fome 
popion, toridbimofbis life. Be conferred alfo with the 
tufours of Alexander, fo finde ifbe might frame them fo 
dead bim fo2thin fo fome Dachardo2 qardeine, o2folake . 
fome device foleaue bim alone:bnfo whome he dtd not on 
ly poomife great riches ¢ twealth, but alfo promotions fo 
great offices. Heliogabalus percetuing that bee mighte 
neither cooropt the one, o2 perfuade the other, fo2 that bee 
twas loved of al men, commaunded bis counterfecfs opens 
ly tobe ouerthzowen and defiled with dpete: whiche was 
holden amongelt the Romanes, ag great aniniutiec, as ere 
adlyp to take alway a mans life, 

Dn that day in tohtch Heliogabalus had conmannded 
the counterfects of Alexander fo be defaced and defiled, be 
“peepared alfo in (ecreate,cerfaine bis friends to kill Alex- 
ander, if bpon the chaunce of any mutinte that might bap- 
pen, bee Mould come forth : fo2 be id beare him fo mogtall 
batred,that it (cemed bis life to peofper fo none effecte.ti be 
might not fpoile him ofbis life. Lhe day before this mats 
ter grefve to effect, Heliogabalustffucd out of Rome.te fo 

lace af agardeine: andivben they began fo oucrthaoive 
and traile the picturesof Alexander, the 22eto28 of the 
armics affembled with great (pede, to fray thefame: by 
Swbich meane there was raifed no fmall (candal, m i 
mine 
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mitch that hey vid not onely repell that iniurie , but alfa 
purfued Heliogabalus bnto bis garden to bane fatne bint. 
Gil Rome being armed, the mother and grandmother of 
Heliogabalus, departed with great batt onto the carden, 
where be was perfuading him fo fake Alexdder ina iLies 
fer,andtopntly to pale thzough the reats: that after this 
maner, {cing them both friends, the armies might be pacis 
fiedanddiffencred , Heliogabalus being ttterly botde of 
care of the fcandal that paffed in Rome , attended rather es 
uerp boure with great toy, p newes of Alexanders death, 
and the (potleof bis picures. As much as Heliogabalus 
Determined to haue flaine Alexander, fomuch were the 
armies purpofed to baue killed Heliogabalus; and fo2 the 
erecation thereof, twith qreat furie they marched to feeke 
bim at bis garden: onto whom there came forth to talke, 
not bimfelfe, but bis grandmother, of whom the obtepned 
at thaf tinte the fafetie of bis life:twbhich they graunted bps 
pon condition, that bee Mould cogrect his perfon, refoozme 
bis boule, and bifite the common wealthes. Dnthe nerte 
bay, they calte fm2th andridd the boule of Heliogabalus,of 
Gabalus, Herodes, Gordius, and Murius, which were bis 
fauoured feruauntes, and companions of bis bices : and 
thofcin neve, thatfroma fole, converted bin ints ants 
diet, A moneth after thefe things had pafled,and the tus 
mult pactficd, inthe Calends of lanus, which is the begins 
ning of Zanuarte, Heliogabalus refuted fo go tuto the Ses 
nate, either to fend Alexander bis fubttitute: whereof the 
Senatours found themfelucs areatly inturied, ¢ remaye 
ned thereof very fulptcions, 

And being as then very late af niabf, oben the Senase 
fours came from the Senate, thep there peefently af 
the gates thereof, receiued commaundement from Helios 
gabalus,that without all delay bppon paine of their lines, 
they (hould depart out of the citie of Rome, without vifis 
fation citber of boule o2 friend sand as there were of fhent 
both ficke and old, fo it was lamentable to bebold them 
Wander in the darcke, Tumbling in thofe fielocs, a fo 

ittere 
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bitterip weping. Whe Confuls andSMenatoursbeingbas | 
nifged,there remaypnedin Rome a cerfaine aunctent Cons ” 
ful named Sabinus, a man excellently learned, tute tebom ” 
Vipianus did dedicate bis bwkes, andef tobome the Ro- ” 
manes received counfell,inall their qraneaffaires. his ” 
Sabinus, bp reafon of bis greatage, came not outofiis ” 
boule: and Heliogabalus. thincking- bee bad no other ent: ? 
mic remay Hing in all Rome , called a Centurion, and ” 
faidin bis eare, that bee fhoule: gobtnto Sabinus bonfe and ” 
cuf off bis bead: and asit chaunced, the Centurion being ” 
neafe, and not bnderilanting the commaundement fo ” 
bauc bint laine, but banifbes as the othe Senatours, by ” 
pefence of the Centurion, Sabinus cfeaped with bis life, 
She 2etoztans and men of warre being aducrtifed, ” 
that Heliogabalus had banified the Confuls and Senas ” 
fours, and 3 alfo commaunded the gwd olp Sabinus to be ” 
(laine , ftrangled Siluius, tufour bute Alexander, andres ” 
micued Vipianus frombts Cenfoothip: with, furicusrage > 
ivente tntothe Courte, and becaking the gates they fue ” 
Heliogabalus, and bis mother that barebim:and they 
killed, “not onely all bis (eruauntes, but al(o bis cattes and » 
pogres, his Parratts, hozles, peacackes,and menkies sin” 
fuch wtle,thatinall bis boule theylefte nothinge altue. 
When Heliogabalus bnderlwde the baeaking bp of bis » 
gates, and the Gaughter of bis boufegola, thinching to faue » 
bis perfor, bid bimfelfe in a n2inte bp tothe chinne, ivbere »» 
they oifcharged bim cf bis beads in fuch toile, that confor »» 
mahble fo bis filthie life, be recetuedanattie death, le »» 
though Heliogabalus and bis mother were iopntly faine, » 
pet mot truly fhe difcouered a moze noble minde: fo2 that >» 
fhe viedin ber chamber asa Ladle, andbhee nrwlk cotmards » 
lyin ap2tuie, Heliogabalus and bis mother being dead, »» 
they foke their naked emangled bodies, and trailed them » 
inthe dirfe alcrnelt the freafes onto Viber, in the depth »» 
whereof they were caft to be eaten of five, and not to bee »» 
fought 02 found cf new. 99 
Many Pelnees, his peevecetiours,¢ fuccefcur's were ae 
eniil, 
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evil, wicked of life,and pernicious buts the cmon fwealth: 
hut antongeft all, Heliogabalus alone tas bee, in whome 
was found no gad Wwozke:fo be alone wanted a Sepulch2e, 
sy this Peince, all princes ought to take erample,to fite 
{wilfulneffe,and the batred of thetr people: becaufe a dete- 
{ted life remoucth all merite of honourable buriall, 

She Romanes not fatiffied to haue Maine, dD2awen, and 
p2otoned Heliogabalus, ouerfhzew and twbirled fones af 
bis counterfects that were placed in the Capitol,¢ fcrapte 
out bis name tn all places where it was Wweitten: and the 
moe fo difcouer their hatred, they didnot onely kil alt bis 
feruauntes andfriends,but burned all bis apparell and ie, 
tuels: in {uch toile, that of him remapned no other memos 
ric in Rome, but the repost of bis name, tobereat they dte 
fpet onthe ground, : 

Heliogabalus reigned 6, peates; 3. monetbhes, and tenne 
Dayes: be lined 32, peates, 4. monethes, and flue dapes: 
tobherof26. peares be was a young man, deryp berfuous, € 

a priel Wwithdzaiven andalfo folifarie:the other 6.peares 
bee twas an Emperour moze abfolute and vicious, 
theneuer reigned in the Romane Empire: fog 
that the bices which were fcattered in 
other perfons, were found topnts 
lyin bis poffettion. 
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e The life of the good Emperour Alexa- es 


der Seuerus, fonne of the good ma- 


trone Manea,compiled by Syr Anthonie of Gue- 
-uara ,bifhop of Mondonnedo, preacher, ~ 
chronicler and counfellour,vnto the 
Emperour Charles the 
fifte. 


CHAP, I. 


@ Of the nouriture and naturall countri¢ 
of the Emperour Alexander 
Seuerus. 


; .VRELIVS Alexander twas naturals 
© Ap ipan Affyrian bone, bis father was nas 
O\\ EA 'med Varius, and bis mother Manca: hee 
AES | toas coufen germane bnto the emperour 
6@ Yor Heliogabalus , fo2 their mothers were fie 
ar fers: and although be were borne i Af- 
fyria, yet be Was bed and nourithed in Rome :fo2 that in 
thofe dapes bis grandmother, the creat matrone Mefia, 
gouerned Seuerus ¢ bis honfebold, and alfo the tubole come 
aon toealfh, Alexander ipas tall of body, of blacke curled 5»: 
baire,fallot ¢ leane faced, with great epes, athicke hoz ,, 
tiecke, bis hands bzie, anvd of bigae finetwes, lender legged, £ 
bigh of inftep,and bis complerton fometobat cholerike.but 
such flegmatike, which afterwards be difcouered tn the 7’ 
courte of bis life: becanfe be twas mild of conuerfation,and ’” 
in governement pitifal. Alexander was bozne in tbe citie >» 
of Arfena, Septimus Scuerus being Cmperour: bee was 
nonrifhed the firf foure peares in Affyria, ¢ then brought 
onto Rome, baver fhe goucrnement of bts qrandmother, 
{where after (Ge had kept bint with ber, other thee peares 
itt Rome, fherefuracd bimtinto Affyria: partly toauopae 
fhe tole nouriture of the Court,and alfo fo that Baflianus 
Mould not murther hin. Whe prelages of bis Cinpire 
Og, were 
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were thefe: if nas found mof fruly , that on the day that 
“ Alexander AZagnus dted, this Alexander Aurehus tuas 
“ boone; ¢ at the fime of chila birth bis mother came fo bette 
« the Sepulchze of Alexander, where the fell in trauell and 
« buat forth tits fonne, who toas nanted Alexander,big 
“ nontte being called Olympia, and his tuteur Philip:which 
“< {were the fino names of fhe father ¢ mother of Alexander 
« Magnus, be felfe fame day that Alexander was bo2ne, 
« there came an old isoman fo ber houfe, and offered tute p 
ec mother a tedeage.twbtch a Keck doue hadlapo at p boute: 
« aducucbing (hat red cage to iaqniffe no other mafter,but p 
« the fame chit Moult be Cutperour, Maneathe mother of 
this prince, tuas a tuoman ver} Wwife,p2udent,aduifed,and 
noletle faire: and the {pectall caule toby thee deferued (o 
aveativ to be efeemed and honoured, was:becaufe no Ro- 
mane WoMrat BID erceede Her tn honeftte of perfon, either 
was cquai bnto ber in keeping ber houfe.as this matrone 
Afanea naturally tas verfucus,and inclined tuts cwd.{o 
fye had great foltcitude fo ncurtihe ¢ infruc ber fonne A- 
Jexander tn gad maners, and fo learne gwd and profitable 
fcienices : and to the end be thould not fozget,in the compas 
nie of offer ponge men, what be bad learned of bts maffers 
and futozs,the fet areat watch, that none were permitted, 
either fo falke.confer,o2 to be conuerfant with him,» were 
not wife ¢ learned. After that Alexander twas able to gee, 
bis mother taught bint to be femperate in diet, neat in bis 
apparel tepcled tn bis pace,and refozmed tn bis {peach be 
Heldfogreat meafurcein all thinges appertepning fo aod 
maners,finceritic in bertucs,and cleanneffe from all bice, 
(tubich that age alwayes doth yeld) ¥ all men (onto whont 
be twas knowen) faid, that it was as much to fee Alexader 
fn time of bis pouth, as Tullius when be vas anold man, 
Xt was not fobe foundall the time bee was gouerned by 
His mother, that any one day bee dtd pafle without leara 
ning o2 erercife,cither in letters 02 chenalrie: wherofthep 
both deferued perpetuall patie, which isto witt, the mos 
therin ber cOmaundements, ¢ the forne fo2 bis obedience. 
Afany 
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Many fonns would proue good, if their fathers had know 
ledge to giuc them inftructions : neither would fo many 
prouc euil,if they did yeeld obedience vnto their parents: 
to whiche purpofe the dinine Plato faid in his bookes of 
common wealth, that that familie was happie & bleffed, 
where the parents were prudent, &the children obedient, 
Manea bfed moft {pecial bigilancie in the gard of ber fenne, 


not onelp from all b{aal vices, but allo vicious verions: fo2 


fhat many times, good inclinationsare corrupted by vici- 
ous conuerfation. An bis tnfancie, bis (cholemafers were 
Valerius, Gordius,¢ Viturius ; this Viturius twas be that 
aftertvards was mot eftemend in his houle,and wrote the 
Difcourle of bis life, tobich hittozrie teas lof tohen the Go- 
thes entered Rome, Bis matter for Gramar, twas Nebon 
‘fhe Grecian ; in Wbilofepbie, Eftelion the firft:and in itbes 
foie, Serapio the bertuous 3 ¢ aftcrivaros when be came 
fo Rome, be bad fo2 bis mattters, Efcarius, Aulius,and Ma- 
crinus: graue perfons fo tnifrac,¢ learned fo teach, dboue 
all other Romane p2inces, Alexander was a friend of wile 
mien, fo2 ohom he made diligent fearch,¢ enriched them if 
they were poe, honoured, enterteined,¢ qaue them credit 
Auben fiey counfelled him: finally,a toife ma of bim never 
receiued an ill anfwere, o2 foid tis bis boule any tare hut 
again& him. Weing vemaunded, toby be oto fo generally 
delight tn Cie Wile ¢ learned, be aufivercd : J louc them fo2 
that which they inolv, ¢ honour them fo2 that which thep 
miay ; fo2 ti Cine fo come, wnder their hio2{es which thep 
(hall tozife, our fame (hal thine and flourith. Alexander, in 
the bayes of bis pouth, twas deadly bated of bis coufen He- 
liogabalus : ¢ this proceeded, not of the fharpe condition of 
Alexander,but fo2 the euil nature of Heliogabalus,that is 
fo fay, fo2 that he toonto not confent to be a cOpanion tn bis 
Wwickednes,as by: birth he twas bis kinfeman. here were , 
vicucr fertie.to princes fo coniopned in parentage, fo nere », 
infucceftion, ¢ fo diferent tnliues, as Heliogabalus,¢ A- ,, 
lexander; fo2 pin Heliogabalus there was notone bertue ., 
fo be patted, cifber in Alexander one bice fo be rep2ehens ., 
ped, Og, CHAP, 
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CHAP, II. 
@ Howe Alexander was aduaunced ynto- 
the Empire, and of his lauda- 
le manners. 


T tio peares befoze the P2efozians killen Heliogabalus 
the Emperour, Alexander was elected Auguitus, to p 
great grace, likiig,and confozmitie of al the Romane peos 
ple : whereof proceeded, that on the day in which they had 
flaine the oniwozthie Heliogabalus , they gave tnfo Alex- 
ander the enfianes of the empire. ben Alexander began 
torciane,be was bery younge: tebherfore,Mefia the grand- 
motber,and Manea the mother, did take the charge of gos 
uernement of the empire : tobe although in condition they 
were womeé , pet moft truly in governement they diftoues 
red themfelues tobe men, Shey elected ry. perfons fo als 
fift them in the affaires of the Cmpire.tobich were chofer 
amoncett the auncient,the mot erperte:¢ amongt p lears 
ned, fhe mokt iwife : ¢ without determination ¢ tudqment 
of allthele, thep did neither beare tobat was Demannded, 
either determined any matter that thepbadtodoe. 2bhe 
firft ocede of Alexander,¢ bis gransmother Mefia,bis moe 
ther Manea, ¢€ bis rié. counfellours, twas, fo fake o2der fo2 
reformation of temples: namely, forepaire the decatde, 
toclenfe the defiled, inrich fuch.as toere robbed, and £0 pos 
pulate fuch as were difinbabited : becaule in fhe dayes of 
bis predecefaur Heliogabalus,nof only humaine matters 
Went to tw2acke, but the gods alfo Were profaned.Diuine 
matters being reformed, prefentip thep toke o2der fo2 cos 
feruation of the cOmon twealth:¢ befo2e all thinas,all btcis 
gus perfons were refolued from their offices:and not fatile 
fied to punith their cffences, with dep2iuation of their offi- 
ees, be forced them to make refittution of tobatfocuer they: 
had either batbed, 02 purlopned. ¢ from thencefw2th to line 
of their olune pooper {toeate. Matters of tuffice were not 
bandled , but of men very twell learned: Bartiall affaires 
Were not commended, but bute meno great experience: 
| caules 
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eaules of fhe common focalth fuere not manured, but of 
perfons {kilfull therein: in fuch wife, that they prouiden, 
not offices for men, but men fo offices, 

Alfo Alexander refozmed the whele condition ¢ eftate of 
his boule, as well the mintilers , as the erpences thereof: 
Which all the dayes of Heliogabalus erceeded in difogder.¢ 
fwas no lefle defiled with bice:fo2 tobich canfe be {et a feass 
sent of fhe charaes thereof,and elected faithful officers to 
fpend the fame : in (uch totle, that in the Goufe of Alexan- 
der, there was neither immoderate eppences, either met 
{wanting offices. Aitbough ozder was taken fo2 the c2die 
narie expences of bis boufe,yet notivithianding, bis bouts 
Hold hadall things in abundance, conuentent bnto bis ime 
perial magnificence ; and many rangers that came from 
farre, praifed Alexander, becaufe they might not accufe 
bim of prodigalitic,cither note him of auarice, Whe fenve 
ples, the common wealth,and bis boule being ordered, the 
god prince forqat not to refozme bis olune perfor: not ons 
iy fo2 fhe maner of confuming of tinte, but alfofo2 p order 
ano maner of bis apparel:fo2 that be bfed to fay,ifthe mo- 
nie which princes{pend in robes fuperfluous , & the time 
which they cfume in apparelling & decking themfelues, 
were {pent to the profite of their common wealthes, they 
fhould obteine more fauour of the gods, & lefle hatred of 
men, Alexander twas fo bumble tn condition,» publikely. - 
he cOmaunded, none fhould call him, Lord, either by t002d” 
0) writing: but, the potetts Mould call bim,bzother:the Ses” 
natours, forne : men af armes, companion: and common ” 
perfons,friend: and this he did, fo2 that be held the gods in ” 
fo great reverence, that be would they only fhould be cale ” 
ed Lords. Dn the {aperfcriptios of letters boouaht him bp.” 
Cmbafladours,o2 fent him from any prouince, they wrote’ 
theron exquifite and fatelp titles: tuberin be proutded,n0 » 
other fuperfeription to be anded, but this: Vnto our fonne, » 
our Brother,our Companion or Friend, Aurelius Alexa- >» 
der Romane Emperour. Heliogabalus his predeceffour, »» 
nid commonly Wweare peecious fones on bis fete,and molt 
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coftly ietvelsiof gold and Vnicorne in bis apparel : tubiche 
thinges Alexander neuer bfed, citber delighted fo tucares 
fo2 as be twas wont fo fap,princes are not to be knowen of 
their vaflals,by theirrich robes, but by their good works 
performed in their common wealthes, %e fas apparels 
led n10f cOmonty,in iobite: inwinfer, with a certaine kind 
of blaket of Britaine, and in fummer, With a certaine maz 
ner of cotton that tvas beought bimfrom Afia, Some fie 
rics he would make bim garments of cotton ¢linnen ‘woz 
ven fogetber : oftentimes faping , that he much delighted 
therein, for that tt was bery cheape to be bought , light to 
Locare,¢ might bef be wathedin fummer. He would maz 
« ny times Wwalke in Rome with a friend 02 tivaine, holding 
« bis hands bebind: and finding bimfelfe wearie, would ens 
« ter into the firft netabbours boule, and fit dotone bppon a 
« bankeofcarth, ¢fome times would there fallalepe: in 
«: {uch maner,tbhat be bad fo great familtaritic foith ali men, 
«, AS if he had beene one of them. Be twas mild, pitiful, patiée, 
«, filent,tn all things of qreat confinencic, ¢ teas neuer fene 
Z ertreemely diftepered,o2 af any fime fo bfe furious two2d¢ 
«, Wany perfon: fo2 which canfe.no maner of perfon did with 
- bim enil fo2 bis eutl deeds, but of a cancred and corrupt nas 
ture toberelwith be tuas defiled, 


CHAP, III. 


@ How Alexander being inuefted with the 
Empire, prefently did vifite and res 
forme his common w ealth, | 


] SP the fecond peare of p Empire of Alexander, tis grande 
mother the great and renolumed matrone Mefia died; itt 
whofe death be ¢ the Romane people alfo oifcouered areat 
fozroiv, beffolving bppon ber coarfe, fo honourable afunes 
_Lal,andfuch folemne obfequics,as appertcined to one that 
had beene coufen bnfo the Cmperonr Scuerus,and had for 
nepbucs the Cmperour Heliogabalus, and Alexander. 
Mefia being dead, the burden of goucrnement was me 
ppon 
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port Manea, mother bnfo Alexander:phome al men cone 
ectued fo be i full pofedion of chafkitiec, temperance, pau, 
dence, and patience, buat not Wwithitanding fometobat tnelts 
sed to anarice : whereof peoccedcd, {hele wots earely inp 
mozning fo be w2iffen vppon the gates : if Manea bad not 
charge of monte in the cmon wealth, (uch a Romane had 
neuer bene bo2nein Rome, Long time paffedin which the 
Senate had not beene bifited: which Alexander fozgat not, 
as tel fo bifite, as alfo fo refoznte: not only by inquifttion 
how they lived and gouerned the common tozalth,but alfo 
how they ordered their houfes ¢ ruled theirfamilizs:fo2 be 
bien oft ko fay, thatthe man which knewe not to gouerne 
hiswife,to prouide for his houfe,and direé his familie,the 
prince might not cémut a greater follie,then to place fuch 
aonein the gouernment of the comon wealth, Jn Rome 
they were named ALilites veterani, that long time bad fers 
uedin watres , and Were withd2awen bnto their boules: 
thefe were maintepned af the charges of the commote 
wealth, and privileged fo2 apparance before a Fudge : and 
as Alexander twas infourmend of their licentious and victs 
ous lines, be commaunded them to be bantfhed Rome,and 
no moze fo be maintepned by fhe conmmon wealth, Wathen 
he fiqned the fentence of their exile, toith his olune bands, 
He anved thele tuo2d39: It is as tuft that the vicious and wic- 
ked,fr6 a free man,be conuerted to a flauesas the vertuous 
froma bond man, to be made free: for where there is cor- 
ruption of manners, liberties hauc no place: Mot truely 
thefe wo2des were (poken,as of a prince right twozthic tes 
neration. Alfo he bifited the officers of the common treac 
furic,asif we houla fay, the Auditors and ethers that bad 
charae of the qads of the kingtome: amongell tubome 
hee found many baibers, and nedeleffe officers : thofe hx 
commaunded fo be punithed, and tele fo be diffranchtleo. 
Alexander twas greatly affectionate tnto the affay2es of 
the common wealth: with tebhich seale- be bfed fo great dt- 
ligence, that the gwdes of the common wealtie were ree 
coucred ¢ gotten againe fromt the bandes of robbers, and 
| Og.ity, fpent 
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{pent andimployed in matters peofitable : for it teas his 
opinion, » Good princes ought not to confent, thatvaga- 
Ait bounds fhould liueof the entrails of the people.i5e iwzote 
ul | bitto all proninees, that tn all ciutlcaules, Zudges fhould 
an proceede according to the o2der and right therof, thenes ¢ 
At inatters of felonte ercepted: who within thee dayes after 
thetr app2ebenfion , ould either be punithed, erecuted, 
niade Maues fo2 the feruice of mien,o2 condemned fo cOmon 
Wwozks fo2 publique peofite.and fo2 no cane fo let them efs 
cape:fo2 as he oft faio, Neuer ma which had made a proofe 
in the knowledge of thefte, vntill hisdeath, might atany 
time depart from fo fouleavice, Pealfo vifited the offis 
« fers, that bad the charge of pap fo2 the men of twarre : ae 
« gaint tobome be receiued accufations fo2 payment of eutl 
cc monte, inbeseling of payes, reckoning the dead with the 
« lining, and baluing their victuals moze then thep 
« Were Wwm2rthe : tobome Alexander commaunded opens 
« ly tobe iwbipt, and fo2 euermoze tobe banifped. ie eftas 
« blifhed by publique edice , that tubofoener Mould aduen: 
cc Cure from thenceforth to fteale , o2 imbesill any paiment 
< Due for matters of tuarre,fhould.fo2 the fame,lofe bis life. 
- All thinges which be bad to commaunde, 02 proutde in the 
comunon wealth, bee did firft communicate With tach pers 
fonsas bee thought to bane knowledge and erperience 
thereof: andbhis manner twas to fay, that in following his 
olwne proper tudginent,be bad neuer but tedious {ucceffes 
but by repaying onto ofber mens aduile, bee altayes 
gathered fome fruife, eqee?3 
be held in bis boule many, andbery notable perfons, 
of tohome altvayes he twas accompanied: but amongettal 
Lobome be beit loued, and did molt commend bis {ecréetes; 
was VIpianus ; this Vipianus,befives bis great learning, 
was a man fo bertuous, that Alexander fyould oft fap,hee 
had rather aduenture the committing of fome odious decde 
before the Gods, then {peakea foule tumpde inpeefence 
of Vipianus. ait 
His prevecefour Heliogabalus, had ogdepnen ee 
aWwes 
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latwes inthe fanour of the fifcall, fo the’ greate pacindice 
of the peoples fo2, abinitting that gmds Were augntenteds 
pet on the other patte , the common tweaith daily siminiz 
(hed: fo2 twhich caufe Alexander commannded, that ail 
fhofe latwes (houla be reutetocd, confivered, andrefenrz 
nied: fo2, as be bledtofape, 1t were more commodious 
for the Prince which is no tyrant, that his comon wealth 
be riche, and his houfe poore 3 thenthe common wealth 
to be poore, and his houferiche. @iiben be beaante to 
reigne , the people were abandoned fo diffolute manners: 
fo2 which caule be made forme riqozous latves, and other 
milde and-pittifull but, tobenbe commaunded them fo 
be proclaimed openly, be gaueaduertifement wnto his mi- 
niffers , to erecute them in fecrete. Confider not fo much - 
what I commaund you , as theintent wherewith I com- 
maund you , which isto weete , that rigorous lawesare 
not, but to terrifie but lawes which are pitifull to beex- 
ecuted, becaufe we make not lawes, to take away ménnes 
lives, butto roote and weede vices out of our common 
wealthes. 3 3 
Ui hen the Senatours did itt ingraue affaires, he was 
not contented that they Mould faye their opinions by 
Wwo2de, but by weifing : neither was he yet fatiffped that 
they Mould (et i¢ votwn in writing, bus adde alfothernnte 
§ reafons which moued them to P their opinion: faying, he 
pid it to this ende, that none (hould aduenture Co pelo bis 
opinion, either fozced twith affection , 02 cotupted twith 
pation : but as reafon and bertue (ould direct im. Par ., 
turally, be teas anenimie butolpes andlpers:: and tfany:.,, 
man prefumed to lye in bis poelence, be recetued thereof ,, 
as great defpight , as though be bad done him att iniaric. ,, 
4e iwoule oft faye, that good Pinces bane to efteme ,, 
fuch for areater enimies , that deceiue them with flatter ,. 
ring and lyes , then fuch as dointrude bppon their coun ,, 
tries : fo2 the one taketh not bufofbhis gads, but the o ,, 
ther robbeth him of bis fame . Atal times, toben they ,, 
bao talk of the election of any Senatour o7 Judge, be was 
Og, bv. altwayes 
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altayes hearde fo fpeake thefe tumodes in the Senate: 

f; as nowe being prefent withimen, 7 were in‘ prefence 
of the Gods, I would crave theit opinions in the electid 
of Senatours and Iudges: for that the choice of gouer- 
nours in acommon wealth, doth more feeme diuine,then 
humaine election. | 


CHAP. IIIT. 


@ Of the milde conditions of Alexander) 
and of his gratefull conuers 
{ation, 


A Lexander {was friendly tnto bis feruaunts, toboine he 
Avould bifite indifferently in their ficknedle : that isto 
inecte; as Well fhe meaner, asthe moze fauoured:andin 
repayinent of fuch bis bititation , be tuoulde requettthent 
fogtue him aduertifement twhat twas faide of dim in the 
common wealth : andif they faive onto him any thinge 
itoze Wwo2thie amendement , then praife, be gaue themt 
as qteate thankes fo2 thataduile ; as at another time be 
ied to gine for any greate and notable ferdice. Whe 
Conful Vucoiallon’, ona certeine timein great fecrete, 
faite bufo Alexander: /am nota little aftonnied at thee, 
(mofteferene Prince) that doeft permitt thy felfeto bee 
gouerned of thy graundimother Mefia, thymother Ma- 
nea, iand:thy witeMeania’t who hauéframed ‘thy ‘condi- 
_ tions fo milde, thatthereby thou ‘doeft impaire the eftia 
mation, both of thy perfon, andalfo of thine Empire:for 
_thata bafe and ouerfamiliar condition, leadeth ynto c6- 
tempeh diet 1312 s SIME a 
+ Ginte this-A lexanderaunfwered: Powe reverence vns 
_ tomy graundemother, becaufe thee noutithed mee: ynto 
my mother, for that thee bred mee:& vnto my wife good 
companie, for asmuchas fhe hath married with ee and 
| INCE 
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fince itis thus, with reafon I ought of no man to be euill 
iudged , for that Ido no more but duetie, 

From the bape that be twas elected Cmperour, onerl 
be toas placed itt bis Scpulchee,there pated noday wher, 
in be didnot fome notable Dede wonzthie to be marked, 
and no leffe to be followed: which is to faye, bearing cane 
fesin Zuffice, vifiting temples, being refident in the Ses 
nate, repay2ing twalles, pardoning offences , docitig gad 
onto the pm2e, and difpatching fuch other affaires . Bee 
{vas bountifull to Ambafladours and fraunacrs, and no 
leffe refourmedin bis oadinarie expences 3 aboue the reff, 
be belde narrowe and fraight reckoning, and was well 
aduifed with the officers of bis common treafurie , als 
ivayes to haue in poticflion treafurein fo2e . Bee faide 
manie times , that the poore and needie Prinee might 
neither be feraed affectionately of his fubiectes » OF ith 
armes refilt his enimies , 

Gnto fuch as were found, ¢ rong to fraucll, and pet . eh 
Wwanifed money to mainteine a trade, bee commaunded ”  Z- 
themto be fucconred with the qads of the common trea ” a : 
furie; bppon condition , to repaye the fame tn p2oceffe of ” 
time, with the fruttes and profites of histrade: by which ” 
meane be difcharged bis Cmpire, not onelp cf many pore ” 
perfons , but alfo of theeues and bagabondes. Allperfons ” 
that receined citber wages? fppende , be bad regtttren ” 
ina booke : whercin twas tw2iften their age , linage,and”’ 
feruice which they haddone him, vfing twohen he was ac ” 
lone , fo read in that booke ; in fuch toile, be did fo (peake, ” 
nance, andbad notice of all perfons, astf they bad bene * 
buf one man. 

Che common {tore boule for wheate, and oyle, four 
Bed andfurnifwed by Seucrus » Heliogabalus han bothe 
iwafed and deftroyed : in fuch tile , that there remap- 
nednotbing tn ffe2e: this fo2ehoufe Alexander reedified, 
endued, and alfo p2ouided with erceeding greate aboune 
paunce of wwheate and ople: fo that in bis dapes, Wheate 
andople did flowe and abound as Water. 

The 
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_» She Fetues:that tuere in Italie, ofallanen were euill 
Handeled, and the Chittians no lefle perfecuted and bants 
Shed: notwe, toben bothe the one and the otber made coms 
plain€; Alexander commaunded them to live within their 
lalves: bppon {uch condition, as they perfourmed their 
ceremoniesin fecrefe . Be vid much honour the W7ek- 
dents of proutnces , and tuben be tranetled bpon the way, 
they onelp tuere placed with bim in bis Coche ozlicter: 
which be did, fo the ende that all men might beboloe howe 
‘much be bonoured the minifters of Zultice, asallo tobe 
infourmedof the fate of the common Wealth of that couns 
trie: fo2 that naturally, be was fo greafe afriend, in that 
inbich touched the common tueaith, that he din not onelp 
falic pleafure to pzouide and talke thereof, but alfobelo tt 
fo2 a Vire,to be forgetful of the fame . ee bled bntons 
Kinde of people fo great liberalitie , as buto Judges, Wris 
bunes , and B2efo28 , which had charge, and were fincere 
inmtniftring Juflice: and aduouched onto the Senate, 
that a P2ince with reafon ought not to bee intitulena 
Prince , oniefle he were carefull fo2 the erecution of Zu- 
fice: and ifbe finde any that isiutin the admituiftration 
thereof, fucha one tuftly may not be recompencen : fo2 
Lwhich canfe , J gine them moze then any other perfons 
twhich ferue me, that by their envichement, all occafions 
fo make ofber men pooze, from them may be remoued, 
Sn the bebalfe of the common tuealth be was aduertifed, 
that beefe and bacon twas exceeding deere in Rome: inree 
{pect tobereof be ftraifelp charged and commaunoded, that 
no perfon thouto aducnture to kill either calfe o2 fuckinge 
pig , by the {pace of tivo peres: twbhercof it came to patie, 
within the {pace afozelaive , that a pounde of fleth , which 
was folde fo2 eight , twas worth bat twaine . DF meng 
feemed graue, prudent, and fincere , be woulde altvayes 
beinfournted €receiueaduile , for p2onifionof all graue 
and doubffull cafes, and yet twoould never communicate 02 
commende bis trutt to any {pectall perfons : for he viento 
faye, that when the people do vnderftand, that the prince 
18 
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sscounfelled or direéted by any oneperfon , fuchaone, 
with giftes and requeftes may ere corrupted. 
Alexander had a feruaunt named Belon , tuba promte 
{eo a gentlemat to di{patch a certcine matter of great ime 
portance with Alexander, that touched bint not a little, 
giuing to bnderftande,that be was berie pinate with the 
qpeince sand in remuncration of his poomifen traneil, bee 
receitied of that gentleman a qreate fumme of money: 
Suhereof Alexander being abuertifed, and that tobich bee 
- ppomifed to obteine, fo be a matter mot bnint,¢ 10 fmal 
offence brite the conmon tuealth , be commaunded him to’ 
be crucified :affirming, that none fhould Dare fo aduen- 
ture to fell the fanour of the Wzince, to the pretudice of 
the common people. Be would many times allemble the 
chiefett of the people, and toarne them to be Dertuaus,tios 
ple minded, aid pitiful onto the conmion fopte : aduertie 
fing thent, that affurenly be would deale with the berfu- 
ons, as With fonttes, andivith the wicked, as iwith ents 
mics. : 

Three times bee gaue onto the Romane people , 
gteate quantities of toheate , in fime of greate dearth. 
Alto, at other times he gaue, of bis grace , nto the aut 
cient bozfemen, qreat Cammes of money : bnderfandinge 
the areatett parte of them tobe indebt . Chere were itt 
Rome many perfones that fined not , but bp vfurte , by 
{which meane much gods tere lot, andimany honfes be- 
comte tributarie : wherein Alexander commmannded exces 
bine diligence fo be bled in the rentetwe of tach) contracts, 
anda memoziall of the mofte nofable griefes to be qinen 
Him : which tobhen be had confidercd, be punifbed the dius 
rers, and gauc libertic buto the poze men that toere ops 
petted. 

Che manner of his difpatche tn affaires, twas, to be pas 
tiont in bearina, mylde inanfivering, (hilfull tn conceis 
ning, and pittifullin denying > in tach wife, that if be 
aaue not that tubich they demannded at the leaft be gane 


them comfort With histumztes, After he came from the 
; «Senate 
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Senate, and had difpatched the affatres of {uters, be div 
alitvayes pale fhe time inreading Oreke rather then Las 
tine samonactt all other thinaes which be ofed toreade, 
vas Plato his comon wealth , Cicero bis offices , Horace, 
and Quintus Curtius , toith the life of Alexander; tubom 
(bis bices ercepted) be diligently vid imitate . fhe fawe 
any of bis officers, that fo2 age, o2impofencie, might not 
feruc: be did cither call him o2 Difite bint, gining bim 
many thankes fo2 the feruice tobich be bad done him: and 
tvould requeft bini to take tf in gwd parte, fo receine bis 
fwhole Lipend, tuith cafe and reé tn bis omne boule: and 
fo place fome otber.in that office, mecte fo2 bis ferutce. 
Uiuallp he did cate thoile a bape , andinbis feeding mo2e 
cleanly and carious , thencottip and funiptugus,:. and nes 
ucr nas offended with bis officers., for the lacke of many, 
2 erquiste meates: but fo3 wantofcleanlinete ; and gad 


feafonine. : 


Wany perfons twandzing in Rome , and vagarant 
fhoougheut all Italie , pole as caftatwayes , who dif- 
Daintig to learne Come occupation after tgep twoere fochare 
ged bp commanndement: bee gare licence Dnfo all men, 
without further authozitic, to take then fo2 their daues: 


Awhich if they renounced ; then frelp to kulthem. Be dia 


permite none of bis feruanntes to weare any filke , clothe 
of gold , 02 filuer: fo2 that be off bled tolape, that open 


-excefle of apparel, and fecrete vice, were thedeltruction 


of Courtiers. Aifo be often aduouched, the condition of a 
good Prince was 5 more to be recreated with hearing wife 
men talke, then in tafting delicate meates. Alexander jan 


> in bis boufe a certetne perfon named Veturius Turinus, 
» Iphome be loued : again bim going and comming to - 
» bis chamber, no doze twas fhutt: this fellowes was both 
» guplefullandiping, aridimade allmen, that toere {aters 
» onto Alexander, beleue that be bad moze conference with 


39 


33 


33 


bins, then init) any perfou of the Crpire. 

he cafe was thus, that Alexander being abduertifen 
of bis vanitie and letodnete, and bolwe be deceiucd, and 
was 
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wasbrubed of many, canfeda Ffolter to requet! Turinus » 
fonitpatche acerteine (uite toith Alexander: Yoho come » 
ming and going datlp info the p2Inees chamber, alwayes ” 
aduerfifes the futers thus, and fo 4 bane fade tn thy mats 
fer ,and thus ano fo twas 3 auntinered of Alexander; » 
the god Weince had-true intelitgence tobat Turinus 0. » 
{cd fo fave, andof the baibes tobich be had receiued:woers » 
byon peefentlp be proutsed that Turinus was taken, and ~ 
in bis peefence hy witnelle conuticed of fhe quyle andver » 
ccite which be had committed, of bis huge promifes als » 
fo, and bolwe mache be had robbed ; tobich nquifition ere » 
actly made, be conmmaunded bim fo be fircd aloft bppona » 
ftake openly in Rome , and bnoer him twas {ef greene » 
Wwoode and Wwette fratwe , which being (et on fire, ttd » 
pelne onto bis ole amotte crucli (moke, wotch tras not » 
fo little, but that in Mote {pace tf delivered the nuferable » 
raytife of bis life : a cryer {with a londe dolce makinge » 
soclamation , Fumo punitur qui fumum verdidit : Which is » 
fo fave : He that foldefmoke,is fmooldered in{moke. Jn » 
all famous cities , be cavfen fozeboufes to be made , ones 
lp fering fo2 fafe keeping of the gwdes and riches of fuch 
neighbours as doubted robbing. | 
De madetn Romeneive prineipall freetes, therein 
be buyle ately ann delightfome boules, which be gauein 
rewarde onto bis friendes and {eruanntes that were wile 
and berfucus. 
®armentes of pure filcke be was never knotven,. ete 
ther fo buy o2 weare andif by chaunce any were giver 
g2 pefented bnto him, be bettowen them bpon the poteiis 
of the Skemples , to.be apparelled tohen they Meulde 
ofer facrifices ; etwas neifbererintsus, 02 couctous 
of other nicnnes goods; aud in this cafe be vledto faye, 
that the couetous Prince doth finifhe and conclude in ty- 
rannie, | 
+. taturally be had compat 


on of the poe, but mole 


chicfelp.of the needie Mhainefatte man : that is to faye, 
that in fourier tines bad been int honour, ¢ afteripards fell 
ahh | Ante 
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into erfremte pouertte ; fo2 be bled fo Capes there is no kind 
of mifhappefo vnfortunate, as for aman to call to remé- 
brance that in times paft he had beene fortunate, Al that 
he pid take and confifcate of malefacfours , be commaune 
ped fo be ginen bnto fhamefatte poore men: with an ine 
quifition before bande, botwe be fell into {uch pouertte: 
Ywhether by vicious aduerfitie , 02 by fome other cafualtie: 
fo be beloe spinion, that to make him riche, which by 
vice was made poore, were acruell deede. 


CHAR. V, 


@ Of his zeale of iuftice and other commendable 
aétes, as well touching his perfon, 
as his common 
wealth, 


Aus the ayes of bis Empire, be enferteined but one 
Whyplician . nto thom, o2 any other, be div not at anp 
time pelde bis pulfe , either of any Pbypfictan fake couns 
fell: and fo him Wwouldoft fapeinte, thinke not that z 
giue the toeate , focuremeé : but tothe ende thon thalt 
not curemeé. Weneither delightedinPbylicke , 02 that 
*bpficians thould remaine in Rome ; and foz defence ot 
his opinion be bfed to faye, that as greateinfirmities doe 
not happen but by great excefle : foit argueth that the 
Prince which is compafled with Phyficians, goeth chars 
ged with many vices . P2efivents of prouinces , then he 
fent thent fo be refident in their circutfes ; be dio not ones 
ly inffruct tbat they ought fo doe , but alfo prouided thenr 
fo2 allneceffittes : and at their returne, if thep bad done 
well , be reliencd their necefities with bis great liberas 
litie : but if they bad done enil, be diftrefled them both of 
gads andfame. 32efo28, Cenfo2rs, and prefiventes that 
bad charge of tnffice if thep hat no tines , he compelisa: 
fofake concubines into their bonles , fo the te 4 
ould 


Emperour Alexander. 44.9 


fhonld not follotee other mennes wines: for be belbde opts 
nto, hatit were net agreeable bufo Zufice, 02 acco2z 
bing Onto he honour of Rome, that the Xudaes fo2 adulics 
ric, thontd be accufed of adultertc.. GUnfo CHRIST 
be tuould have nrade a femple tn Rome, andplaced himin 
the nuniser of thetr Gods , which alfo was (atd of the Cite 
perour Adrian: but the poieltescf the temples difuaded 
bun, faping: that thep badrecetusdaunfiwer of the c2acle 
thatifbe ould perfourine that acte , allofber temples 
{would perifhe , and all perfons would conuert themfelues 
and become Chriftians, Alexanderin Zefies, was grae 
cious :infables,inuentiue : mn bankefs, acompantion:in 
gatiering of geloe, fkilfull: inconferuing , adutfed : in 
_ fearching of mines, diligent: ingruing, liberall: andin 
fpeculation of netoe dentices, exceeding carefull. Jnear- 
nef 02 in fef€, it wozde 02 in fw2iftng, be tpould not be cals 
{ed , but Romane; fo2 tubich purpofe, be made fund2y di- 
ligent fearches of bis qenealogic, woherby be gaue demons 
ftration of bis defcent from the Fabioes Metelloes, which |  - 
foere noble and auncient Romanes. ee beought nto ” | 
Rome great learned men, toreade all Sciences: to which ” 
effect be erected many colledaes and fubdtes, andindued ” 
thent with greafe rents , obere fhe fonnes onelyp of pwe ” 
mien Wwere receiued and taught. Oouernours of Peoutns ” 
ces be punithed moffe qricuonfly , fo2 their offence in Za- ” 
fice: elvectally, tithey were noted, oratber accufed, of ” 
boyberte : but if by malice they were f2onafully accnfed, ” 
the accufer recetucd the chafkicesnent of the accufep. 
his god Wince was pittifull onto al! offendours,ercept » 
fheues, and falfe witneffes : again fobome be bled exe 
freme infitce 3 and refpecting fie offence fo redound,not fo 
mach Onto him felfe, as bnfo others, be affirnien : that p 
{rice ought not fo aiue them parton . Hee had altware 
ingischautber a boke wherein were tweitten all notable 
ferutces tobich bad bene dene bite bint: be alfo entren 
info thefame , allqreate retwartdes that he bad giuensand 
any man hapyened to d0 bins fome notable fernice , and 
Ht, crauca 
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craned tia recaipence it confer ation thereof: be monte 
» call himiand faye thefe, 02 fuch like wo2des : Cal gat ts the 
» sratter that thou demaunpelt nothing of mee? perchaance 
» thou wwoulock baue nue thy debtour fo2 thy lerntce, Hince 
» thou fekelk not the recompence of thy trauell. Semeth tt 
» {yell bute the, thattbou thouloell obteine the fame ofa 
» faithfaliferuannt , and bp thy meane J Mould purchale 
» the renoune of aningrate pince? Powe Mall others ree 
» ccine courage toferue mec, toben they fe thee barecoms 
>» penced fo2 Ceruice patk? kuotoch thou not, that if tt be 
» tuite, that feruants fo2 treafon committed, be put ta death: 
» is it not alfo mot ivf, that atnces fo2 their ingratitude 
» be abboured 2 prefuppoting that thou wouldtt ferue me, 
>> {without refyect fo pofite thy (elfe, of mp magnificence: | 
» {oberein ¥ giue the fo bnderande, J finde my felfe moe . 
>» offended then feruea: fo2 at all fintes when they thall 
» praite the fo2 that which thou batt none fo2 me, they Mall 
» Defpife mee, not onelp fo2 ingratitude, but rather fo2 bac 
» tred which ¥ fhall feeme to beare Dnte the. Ano ifthou 
»» ceatest to crane, in thinking me to be in neceflitie, and 
» notable fo acconrplifh with all perfons, mofte baine is 
> thpiungement: for that the Jzince, bautng no other 
» ieane fo pape , 1s fo muche bound to recompence feruice, 
» that bebath to redeeme it, enen from bis ogdinarte diet. 
» Confortrable onto thine eftate, demaunde tbat thou 
» Awil€: fer finee thou beeing aferuaunt, bad a minde to 
» feruetiticiuit, that ¥ becing a zince, Mhoulde haue res 
>» Wwardes fo gine fhe. 

Thele,and (ach other fym2de3 Alexander bfed fo fay, 
onto fuch as were mindfull fo ferue bim: and foggettfall 
focraue of bint. hole that ferucd him, and others that 
craued of hinr, be din neuer recompence with the reward 
of any office ofiuftice : but fach as bad ferucd him, be ree 
compenced their fernice, with houfes, Jewels, inberifans 
ces, 02 money. 

3fo2 anp tmpoztunitic tobich thep Mould bfe with bint, 
any fernice which they Mould do him. any Jewels tae 
they 
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they fhouta prefent him, o2 anp fauour which thep bad 
of bint, be gaue not at any time. onfo any perfon, anp ofz 
fice for coucrnement of tuffice : tf be bad not fene abtlifie 
in bis perfon , andineriteinbdis life. Cuery fenentene 
vapes, he payed bis menofiwarre: and then thep vepar- 

_ fedont of Italie, fo cotiquere any countrey, be dtd cafe 
them twit) beaffes whereon to rite, andfucconred then 
With money fo fpende, for maintenaunce ef their bo2fies 
of ferutce tt courage , and their perfonsfrom wearinelie, 
Wil ben be trauclled bppon the way, be papde foz the lone 
ging of all bis traine, ¢d1IDbeate the charges of allficke 
perions - niet | 

F Cerfeine Cheiftians, and cerfetne fauerners came bez »» 
fore bint fo plead fo2 a parccil of ground, tohere the Ch21- »» 
ftians would bane erected anhoufe of prayer, thereto »» 
two2hip Cyt their God: and on the other fide, thetauer- .. 
ners alicdged their great necefittic of that ituation , fo2-.. 
fauernes fo2 thopeople:in which matter Alexander gaue ;, ie 
this fenterice. Diuine thinges ought alwayes tohaue prez », - 
ferment before humaine matters 3 wherefore, I faye and 5, mL 
cominaunde , thatthe Chriftians make their houfefor ,, 
Chrifte their God ; for, admitting their God is vnto vs ,, 
voknowen , yet hishonouris to be preferred beforethe.,, 
profite of tauerners, ns 


CHAP,VI. 


@ Howe warre wasoffered in Afia vnto Alex- 
ander, and what was faide vnto his 
Ambafladours, 


F #9 the cleuenth yere after the begining of the Cmpire 
of Alexander, foudeinly be receiued letters from Afia, 
, tie D htt, wherein 
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Wherein be twas cinen to ndertande by bis Romane 
officers , that there were refinent , bot Artaxerxes king 
of the Perfians had fuboued, and alfo Maine Arthabanus 
kine of the Parthians ¢ and not contented twith that bicfos 
rie, beqanne alfo to occupie and poflefte Aflyria and Mefoz 
potamia, prouitices (ubiect bnta Rome. Gppon which 
netwes, Alexander feemed fo receine fome trouble of 
mitde, partely to bane warres tn Afia, tobich alivayes 
{was bnto fhe Romanes both paungerous and coftely; ano 
partely for that in ferine peares pak, be bad feene to ents 
nie again him inarmour:asal(o, fo2 that the fuccetle 
of twarres confittcth not in leading areate armies, butin 
the fanourable poutfion of the vettinies. 

Alexander , from bis infancie , bad béene beedde ttt 


- peace, hadqonernted the Empire in peace , and naturally 


alfo twas inclined brito peace sin refpect Mobereot, it was 
tio marueile thougbe be Wereatinoyped with iwarres + foz 
fhat the troubleand difquietneffe which warre bringeth 
with it, is more conuenient vnto cruell and vnquiet per- 
fons , then for men of repofed mindes. 

He commannoed bis priuate fernauntes deputes for 
his countel, foiopne with the Senate, toyntly to readve 
the letters that were written tobint out of Afia , andto 
peter mine bowe they thoulo be aunfwwered : fo2, asnegli- 
gence is hurtfull in all graueaffaires, fo in the warres it 
flayeth . Zhe letters being read , although they were 
therein of (undepiudgements , pet inthe ende theprefu- 
nied, that before they made Artaxerxes warre,they Huld 
requett with peace ; fo2, admitting that at that peefent he 
neftroped the Romane ferritozies, pet were tt not agrecas 
ble bnfo the qreateneffe and finceritie of Rome, fo take 
Wwarre in batde , before that fuch warre Were bery well 
infiified, With areate beenitie Alexander Difpatched 
Ambatladours into Afia, and by them pid twite tuto Ars 
taxerxes king of the Perfians a letter, after this manner. 


Alexander 


eAlexander Seuerus, Romane 


Empcrour , to Axtaxerxes king of 
Perfians , health 8 peace, 
in the pacified 
Gods. 


Wee falute thee with health., becaufe we wifhe it 
thee: and we falute thee with peace , for that wee bee 
Jouers thereof: and thou hait not to holde it in {mall 
eftimation , that I falute thee in peace ,and with thee 
health : for vnto Princes that pofleffe not health , life 
is tedious: and they which hauenot peace, itwete 
leffe euil to be dead . It may chaunce , that the warre 
which a man hath againft his owne proper fenfuali- 
tie fufficeth not, but that he muft inuent warre againft 
fome ftraunge countrie.A man that may not fubduc 
his heart, which within his own body is imprifoned,. 
thinketh he to conquere the whole world that is pla- 
ced in fo great libertie? If in time of peace wee may 
not liue in quietnefle : what thal wee do when weea- 
wake new enimies againft vs g The Prince that may 
not perfuade him felfe to conforme his wil and mind 
to the iudgement of one onely perfon , doth he think 
toconftreineall perfons to beappliant to his onely 
judgement y Great trauell hath the poore man, that 
wanteth all things: but much more hath the Prince y 
is contented with nothing.Here we vnderftand ,that 
y haft aduentured thy perfon,{pent thy treafure, im- 
ployed thy friends , & deftroyed many people, to be 
lord of the Parthians : & we fully beleeue,that nowe 
thou art no more fatiffied,then when thou wert only 
king of Perfia : for,contentation confifteth not in cé- 
quering ftrange kingdoms.but in taming & modeta- 
ting Our own proper defires . Neither the Parthians 
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there in Afia; neither the Romanes here in Europa, 
haue committed any deede, wherfore thou fhouldeft 
murther thé,or manace vs:but it may come to paffe, 
that they fhal reuenge their iniurie, and we deftroye 
thy potencie: becaule for the more parte , there neuer 
groweth any daunger towardes vs by our enimies 
which haue vs in hatred : but from our friends whom 
we haue offended. The Romanes and Parthians at al 
times haue beene thy good frrendes, and thou haft ar- 
tempted an enterprife to offérid them : butI {weare 
ynto thee by the immortali Gods, that if thou doeft 


not reftore them that which thou hafttaken , and to. 


vs, that which wee pofleffe : in fuch manner, we Ro- 

manes wil make thee warre, that from commaunding. 
asaking of Afia , thou fhalt come to ferue asa vafial 

feruaunt inRome. There wee fende’thee our Am- 

bafladours, which fhall declare vnto thee our will, 

heare them and beleeuethem: and if thou wilt not 

tue faith vnto the woordes which they thall {peake, 

chou fhalt hereafter giue credit vnto the armies which 

wee will fende. No more, butthatour Gods be 

with thee ,and thine alwayes with mee. 


he Romane Ambafadours Which paffed wnfo Afia 
With thisictter, aftertoardes repozted,that when king 
Artaxerxes bad peruled the fante twice 02 theice, be {pake 
in this manner, 


Certeine woordes uttered by Artax- 


erxes yppon the receipt of Alexander 
his Amballage. 


Thaue 


~~ 
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Y haue read this letter of yourPrince , more then 
once or twice: and as appeareth by the ftyle thereof, 
he hath {pent more time inthe Achademies , ftudy- 
ing then in the fieldes:, fighting : becaufe warrelike 
Princes haue high thoughtes, and reafons very hort: 
but inarmes verie doughtie. 

J accept your Ambaflage, and explicate your cre- 
dite, fince the meaning of your Prince is , that I fhall 
leaue what I haue takén from the Parthians , and not 
occupie my felfe in poéffefsing that which appertei- 
neth ynto the Romanes: ynto this aun{weringe, I 
faye : that the lawe which hath ordeined , this is 
thine, and this 1s mine , proceeded from bafe mindes 
and humble heartes , that wanted hardinefle to enter- 
prifegreate thinges: immagining to defende by boo- 
kes, that which they durft not winne with armes. 
The lawes made by poore Philofophers ought not 
to preiuidice the greatenefle of Princes : becaufe the 
Goddes haue determined , that all thinges fhall bee 
proper , except kingdomes , which amongeft Prin- 
ces fhould becommon: the right whereof confifteth 
not in fuchas doe inherite them , but inthem which 
may winnethem, | 

The heroycall Princes , and high mindes , are 
not to bee {ati{fied with the patrimonies of their pre- 
deceffours : muche leffe apperteineth it ynto their 
greateneffe , to demaund by lawe , that which theig 
enimies haue taken from them: but for preferuation 
of their inheritaunce to {pende their treafure , and fog 
conquering and fubduing kingdomes, euery houre 
ro aduenture their liues, | 

And fince itis thus,that there is no king fo vertu- 
, Ot DAT nik,  OUS, 
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‘ous, but enuieth anothers kingdome* I am deternf- 
mined to conferue that which I haue taken from 
the Parthians, and to take whatI may from the Ro- 
manes:andif fortune fhalbee frowarde in this my 
iourney , atthe leaft all men fhall prayfe the greatnes 
of my minde. 


hele and fuch other {umpdes Artaxerxes bled tith 
the Romane Ambaffadours , tobich ( as they afterwards 
repozted in Rome) didnot fo much maruell at that tbich 
he faide, as of the minde therewith be oto manifet the 
fame :fo2 be feemed not fo talke with the foung, but fo 
ficht with bis bandes . owe, when the Ambafladours 
luere difpatched and Beparfedfrom the courte, be called 
them againe and fatd : Saye vnto Alexander your prince, 
that 1 meanenot to aunfwere vnto his philofophicall let- 
ter: but in place of writing , Iafsigne him the fielde for 
paper , the lance for the penne, bloud for ynke,& woun- 
des for wordes, Lhe Ambafladours being returned bys 
to Rome, and repoztingall that bad happened twith Ar- 
taxerxes, the Senate were not a little fouched therwith, 
and all the people conceiued no {mall indignatien, topntlyp 
fwearitg to beeake the patde of Artaxerxes , ¢ fo reurenge 
the wo2des that be bad fpoken again! Rome . his 
qD2ince Artaxerxes twas much loued and liked of bis peos 
ple, and no leffefeared of fraungets: anda thing motte 
fo be nofed in bim, twas, that ifintaking from ofbers be 
had the (helwe of atpzant, after be poflefled the fame, be 
pid gouerne as aright and inf pPzince. Many Romanes 


- requefted Alexander , foatlemble Sozcerers, and Das 


gicians, todeclare the fuccetle of Chat tvarre + whiche 
he woulde not in any {wife accomplifbe , either might 
Well indure the bearing thereof, affirining : that ifas the 
Magicians & Soothfayers,by their art, haue knowlege to 
wnderftand things to come,fo they had power to remedie 
the mifchief which they fhould find, it were not yniuft to 
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cdferre with them, & alfo to ferue themsbut fince I am cers 
taine that I may not efeape what my deftinies wil caft vp6 
mee, I will rather {ticke vnto that which the Gods fhall 
determine, then ynto that which the Magicians fhall re- 
port and imagine. 


CHAP. VII. 


@ Ofa difcreete fpeach vied by Alexander 
vnto his men of watre, 


_A Lexander bnderffanding the pond anfivere that Ar- 
~~ taxerxesbadatuen bntobis Cmballatours , determte 
nedagainit bim to denounce twarre: buts twhiche end hee 
{ent bis mandats fo all proutnces, cities, fubieds,and cons 
feoerats twith fhe Romane Empire,te (uccour them with 
nionie,and afitt them twith their mot warlike people. C> 
leacn peres toete paff, in twbhich the Cmpire entoped moft 
perfecte peace and franquillitie; and vppon the fidings of 
thefe netw twarres into Afia, thep were not a litle amazed 
and efcandalised : partly fo2 eracting newe tritutes, and 
partly for demaunding their bufbands and fonnes fo2 the 
Wwarres. Udith gratefull mines and readic difpofition,the 
imperialifts accepted fhe Cmperour Alexander in bis res 
queffes,and were nolefle readte to peeld their monie,their 
fonnes, and perfons fo be tmploped in bis fernice: becaufe 
they were fully perfuaded, that neither by bis fault, that 
twarre was raifed: either bp bis want of merite, fo finde 
therein any miffoztune. During the time that mente was 
collecting, and the men of fwarre allembling, be commanns 
pedall the Capitaines, Centurions, and the moft paincipal 
of all bis garrifons and armies , focome befo2e bim : whos 
being placed in the field, and bee bimfelfe abuaunced aloft, 
be {pake fo them after this maner. 
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Alexander bis Oration,to his Capi- 


teines and armie , aflembled in 


the field. 


Brethren,companions,and my friends, I befeeche 
the immortall Gods , to giue vnto my tongue{weete 
eloquence, touching that which I haue to fay : and to 
place in your hartes congruentattention, concerning 
that which you haue to heare: becaufe, grace to per- 
fuade in him that {peaketh, and permiffion to be per- 
fuaded in him that heareth,are gifts that many crauc, 
but verie few obteine. The inclination wherwith we 
are Jedd, is fo proud,and the malice of man fo wilie,y 
there is none which efteemeth himfelfe fo fimple,but 
thinketh to know that which another vinderftandeth: 
and therefore ,-forone manto haue {kill to perfuade 
many, isa gift that the gods onely do giue. W ith the 
feucritie of Demofthenes , the prudence of Pythago- 
ras,the wifedome of Plato, and the eloquence of Ci- 
cero,many may hardly perfuade one perfon : & doth 
oneman thincketo perfuademany? ThatwhichI 
haue prefently to fay vnto you,is not to the ende that 
y¢fhal do what I wil,but to vnderftandwhat it is thac 
you will: becaufe,in great and graue affaires,one hath 
to propound,but many to determine. But comming 
to the purpofe: you haue knowen & feene,that thefe 
xi.yeares we haue gouerned the Romane EF mpire:in 
which {pace we haue trauelled to conferue all men in 
iuftice;é fhunned all occafions that might hinder our 
peace: wherin we hauecaufe to giue thanks ynto the 
Gods, fince we haue deferued to enicy in oure time,y 
which our predeceflours.neuer obreined. Although a 
ON 
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prince in his condition be a Saturnine,, and in his life 
not well aduifed , inconuerfation vnbridled, in kee- 
ping couctous,and proud in his owne eftimation:yet 
aliis to bee fuffered and diflimuled , if hee hold peace 
with ftrangers, and without acception of perfons,doe¢ 
equall mftice ynto his {ubicétes, Tt is knowen vnto 
youall, that Artaxerxes king of Perfians , hath de- 
{troyed the Parthians,and dealt foulely. withall oure 
confederats & friendes;and yetremayneth in forgreat 
power in Afia, y there isnot againft him onc launce 
in the Refte : but your heroycall deedes'and noble 
mindes being confidered, wee thincke not that ye ci-. 
ther meruaile,or haue any doubt thereof: for that ad- 
miration proceedeth of {mall wifedome, and feare 
of cowardnefle, Heroycall perfons;thatamongeft o- - 
thers would be notified , receiue with equall mindes 
aduerfitie and profperitie: for vnto fuch men,though, 
the ioy of profperitie,and the{marte of aduerfitie bee 
yneertaine, yet is their glorie vauariable,L eauing the 
Gods , and {peaking of the affaires of men, nothing 
may iuftly bee termed great,bur that which bringeth 
with it great inconuenience: and then one is of more 
yalure then all, when one doeth that whicheall lea- 
uevndone: for, greatnefle confilteth not in poflef- 
fing proud defires : but in perfourming decdes of no- 
bleneffe. 

From Rome wee hauefent oure Embafladours 
ynto Artaxerxes , to perfuade him to leaue thofe pro- 
uinces whiche hee hath taken , and to abftaine from 
them which heement to take : which hee not onely 
refufeth todoe, but hardly might endure the hearing 
therof:for which caufe,itapperteineth vynto the great- 
nefle of Rome, to employ it {elfe to the ae 
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of his pride :for that it proceeded not of leffe vertue 
to humble the proud then to aduaunce the humble. 
Many of you which be here, haue beene bred,andal- 
fo prefent at the glorious acts of Antoninus Pius;and 
Scuerus my progenitours, noble men of immortal 
renowne : and notwithftanding that by the antiquitie 
of youryeares , and the trauels which ye haue paffed 
in the watres,ye may not fight, yet at the leaft ye thal 
profite vs by your aduifeand counfell: whiche in the 
wartes 15 verie neceflarie, and no Jeffe profitable: for 
that in fuch affembly , one counfell is oft giuen , thar 
exceedeth the feruice of athoufand horfemen. Per- 
fectly wee ought to hope,that wee Romanes thal bee 
conquerours , and the Barbarians ouerthrowen: not 
onely for that they firft raifed this warre, but alfo be- 
caufe we haue requefted them with peace : wherein ¥ 
Gods are fo iuft, that very fildome they permit them 
to enioy the victorie, who were the occafion to raife 
that warre.And doubtye neuer the more, for that our 
armour is old & ruftie: becaufe the felicitie of warre, 
confifteth not in bright armour,but in doughtie harts 
and noble mindes. Many which matchon land in 
bright armour, be ouercome:andall men that go by 
fea, weare ruftie armour, and doe conquere : in fuch 
wife,that warre is not maintey ned with armour of y- 
ron, but with heartes of ftecle, And be not efcadalized 
with confideration that ye haue tofight vnder the {ta- 
dard of a young prince,which wanteth experience in 
the warres: butas of the reft;{o of this ye fhal haue no 
caufe to doubt: for that I go determined, intending in 
the acte of fighting,to fightas one of you’ & in mat- 
ters of counfell, to yeeld my felfe ynto the countel of 
the auncient, saeco 
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For any want of vidtuals,neither haue yeto fufpecte: 
for that we are provided alreadie in the chanel of By- 
Zantio,with wheate of Sicyl, wines of Cadie, bacon 
of Campania, oyle of Spaine,falt of Capua,pouldred 
beefe of Cerdonia,and oates and beanes of Norman- 
die. For other pleafauntand delectable things, I nei- 
ther comaund to fearch, either would I (ifthey were 
found ) fuffer them to be tranfported : becaufe in the 
watres, they may hardly fubdue their-enimies, that 
are ouetcome with vices. Scipio rhe African, when 
he went to befiege the renowmed Numantia,founde 
thirtie thoufand Romanes ( which xitii. yeares had 
beene at the fiege thereof) enuironed with two hun- 
dreth thoufand vices : who (likea {kilfull Capitaine) 
banifhed both vice &vicious per{6s out of his campe: 
this being accomplithed , prefently the enimies were 
ouercome, In this iourny fo tedious perilous, charge-. 
able & coftly I would not that ye fhould do more thé 
ye fhall fee me doe: becaufe in trauell yppon the way, 
fayling on the fea defending paflages, executing on y. 
enimies, and in the vfage of my perfon, ye fhall finde 
mecan affable companion, and no niggardly prince. 


Thefe, andfuch other tooo2bes Alexander bfed bnfo 
his armie: twbich being beard, twith lotvde bopces they 
didall ivith the Oods fo preferuc bis life, and fain with one 
affent,that they toere readie fo go and dic in Chat luarre tit 
hisfernice, his {peach being ended, be diutoed amongek 
bis armies much imonte, according fo the cuffome of the 
Romane Cmpercurs; which was not qiuenin part of pats 
ment of thetr wanes, but fo antmate them, that with the 
better wil thep might mndure the tranels of twarre. 
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CHAP Vib 
@ Howe the Romanes were ouercome of 
the Perfians. 
‘A Fer that Alexander had oifcourfed 1 his Capfaines 
*"~ and promdedall thinges neceffarte fo2 bis tourney, be 
‘ commiaunded open tuatre to be proclaimed agatntt A fia, ¢ 
‘adap appointed fo2 bis Departing : befoze Iubich time, be 
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« made great lacrifices in the temples, and bowes bnfo the 
« Wods : becaufe the gav Romane p2inces bled fo2 cuftome, 
« firil to pactfie the pre of the Gods, befoze they take armes 
«again thetr enimtes. On the day in tobich be ifved ont 


of Xome, all tbe Senate and people dio accompante him 3, 
ules; ¢ further alfo (a thing much to be noted) there was 
none tobich bebeld bint departing , but bitterly fell a trees 
ping: for that being (as be toas)a prince fo pitiful,of all mé 
ye was cazdtally and bartily beloucd. From the time $ hee 
departed from Rome,be fayped nof, ontil be arrined af the 
citte Alexandriatto trbich place be bad commanded all $ 
garrifons of [yria to repaire,p there betha allembled, the 
tquozant might crercife feates ofarmes; ¢ further, to p20- 
wide things necefarie for  warres. Alexander being ara 
riucd at Alexandria,if feemed bute bim,¢ fo bis qraue Ros 
mane counfellers, to ferid another Cmbaflage fo Artaxer- 
xes, hing of tbe Perfians, once moze fo invite him fo peace: 
Lobich if be refufed, then againt him fo found defiance. 
Artaxerxes betng adnertifed of Alexander bis paflage 
info Afia,¢ the chiming of bis Cmbattadours into bis kings. 
dom, Did neither manifelk any feare of the Romane potver, 
eifiier was anp thing altered with this neve Cmbaflage, 
making the Legates none other anfwere, but that thoztlp 
de would fend anewe embaflage, Within 6.dayes after, 
Artaxerxes fenf an embatfage of 400. ho2femen to Alex- 
ander, of the moft noble, baliant,and gallanteft genttemen 
of big. armies: and tbe end wherfoze be fentfo many and fo 
bane, was,to ferrifie fhe Romanes with the magnificence: 
of » Perfians. Lhe Cmballage of thofe 400. perfors, were 
compaifed in fetve tuozde, and after this maner fuere thep: 
woz itten, The 
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Lhe Embaffage of Artaxerxes,the 4.6 
Perfian king,to Alexander the renow- 

med Emperour. 


The great king Artaxerxes, Lord of the Perfians, 
comaundeth thee Alexander , king of the Romanes, 
to depart out of Afia, and ceafe to enter poffeffion of 
Aflyria: care not to enter into Ionia, Caria, either to 
haueto doewith Pontus, the fea Aegeum, either to 
pafle any countrie or prouince which cofineth or bor- 
dereth vponEuropa:for otherwife,in not acc6plifhing 
thefe thinges,it thal be neceflariey thou be chaftifed. 


Alexander confidering this p2oud Cinbatlage,comauns 
ded.al the 400.Cmballatours to be faken, ¢remarding o» ” 
thers with all the appareil tobich thep did weare, andthe ” 
tewels twobhich thep bad, be fent them banithed into Phry- ” 
gia, there to fill the lands, ¢ plot 15 oren. Some gaue A- ” 
Jexander counfel,not to bani) but to hang thenite whom ” EA 
be anfivered: he that faith in his Embaflage no more then ” 
heis comaunded,& fighteth for defence of his cottrie,yn- ” ie 
iuftly they take away hislife. Alexander poffeffing anarz ” 
mie of areat power, forgot not fo Dinide the fame into thax 
parts.) is fo fay, fending the one by the wwayof Armeniayp 
ofber along the bozders of T'yeris ¢ Euphrates, ¢ the thira 
part be ledd with bimfelfe to enter into the couniric¢s and 
fields of bis enimtes:fo tie end, that the Perfians beboloing 
themfclues affatled on cnery fide, fhould pelo and fEmpe fo 
the feruice of fhe Romanes. Jnthofe dayes,p Perfians han 
not (kil o2bderly to giue a baftel, but » topntly they fought 
in beapes,¢ fo either they dia fubdue,o2 Were fubbued:and 
that whichis moze to be mervatled,as well toomen iuent 
fo the warres as men: neither dio the prince giue tages 
onto the one o2 the otber, moze thencucry one was able to 
cef,rob,and {potle in foc fame. although the Perfians were 
not reabdtc in keeping of aray, pet on the other parte, thep 
foere much accuftomed bifo armies, and from thety pouty 
addicted fo ranne bozles,and hate arrows, yy 

cXe 


464. The life of the 


Alexanders arnite entered the lanoes of fhe Peffians, burs 
ning, rebbing, and {yopling countrics, cafiels and fortes: 
aid the Perfians, both (ubtife and quilefull, notwithttans 
bing thep tere of potver torehitt them, pet {uffered thent 
toenfer info a place, tobere they might of thent take niofk 
atuauntage:and fot came to pafle.that after thep once bes 
canto fight, the Romane power was fone deftropes, Ge 
tie tine of the encounter of the Perfians and Romanes, A- 
lexander was not in the furte and heafe ef the battell: bee 
caule bis mother Manea, by the tuetght of teares, bad obs 
topricd of bim fo rematne tn bis tent: affirming,that inthe 
cud he might not fight, but fo2 snesand if there by chaunce 
be (houls be flaine, the whole fate of fhe Romane Cmpire 
were putin perill. Creeding areat were the hurtes anv 
barmes tobich the Romane armie, onthat day receined: 
aid truely not tho2cugh any want of fortitude of the Ro- 
manes tl fighfing, either feare of dying : but fo2 that the 
Perfians knowing the trates, bad of the Romanes great 
advantage : and becaufe alfo,when inthe fuccefle of mun- 
daine thinges fortune is contrarie, then little profiteth ei- 
ther force or diligence. 
Alexander bebolting bis armie tu fo great calamt 
fic, fell ficke of pure pittie and fozrowe: Artaxerxes cons 
_frartivife, with the top of fo great bictozte.if before belwere 
p2oud, was afterwards mot proud:in {uch wife,that here- 
in is feene,the muiferable eftate of princes, fince of the infe- 
licitie of the one,dependeth the felicitie of the other. 
abe garifous of Ulyria, moze then all the rett, were ine 
bangered, not by fighting, but by icknefles tobich being bne 
apt and onable fo endure the moiftnelle of fhe countrie, ¢ 
the beateof the Sunne, fo marche en fote,and fleepe in ars 
mour, and no lele Witheut allteniper in their diet: thep 
were fo miany that died, that the bundzeth part efcaped not 
Wwith life . Alexander confidering bimfelfe ill appeafen, 
bis armie difcomfited, and winter appeoched : defermined 
fo refy2e Dnto Antioche,of tubich opinion and minde alfo 
Iwas bis mother Manea, 
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Alexander being returned tuto Antioche, thortly trecos 
uered health, recreated the found, cured the ficke ¢ wourne 
bed, ¢ fuccoured fuch as were in necefitie: which be pers 
fozmed with fo great liberalitic, as if they bad bought bt 
cto2ziefromtbe Perfians, She other too armies twhiche 
iwere not With Alexander, apmitting they twere not totals 
lie difcomfited, pet were they at divers fimes,¢ bp fundate 
sneanes, Much deftroped: in fach manner, that in all thofe 
iwarres, againt the gad€mperour Alexander Foztune 
fivas molt frotparp, | 


CHAP, 1X. 


@ Of other warres which he had in Germa- 
nie,and (as fome do fay) was there 
flaine. , 


Lexander beina returned onfo Antioche,receited ties 
wes, that the qreatett part of Germanic was revoltcd 
in rebellion: by occafion that the Germaines bad intellte 
gence, bowe Alexander tn Afia tuas ouercome, and all bis 
armics difcomfited and Maine. Zhe Romanes and the Ger- 
maines, front nol aunctent times, tere alivapes inall 
thinaes moi contrarie: and if at any time they femed fo 
haue defire of peace with the Romanes, if twas not of their 
francke toil, but fo2 want of power : fo2 it is agcnerall 
rule, that he neuer feructh gratefully, which by violence 
is fabseét vnto another, | 
Whe netwes which Alexander receined trere, that a 
great botte of Almaines bad pated the riuer Rhene, and 
theareat Danubic: ¢ were entered by the rivers of Illy- 
ria,burning,robbina,leing and facking many cities in the 
confines of Italie, and fubtecte fo Rome: in (uch wife, that 
from fublectes aid alies, they were furned fo mott crucll 
enimtes.20 be frail number that remapned with Alexans 
der of Illyzia, and efcaped the tuarres ef A fia, fealf and lae 
meted (siuch woe then ethers) thole beanie netwes:in cos 
Xt, fidering 
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fidering that the Perfians had flaine their parentes ; ¢ that 
their wines and childzen were nolw deftroped by the Ger- 
maines. Creeding was the fozrow tobich foung Alexan- 
ders heart, confidering with what bafte be was called ors 
to the twarres of Germanic; chiefly , foz aduertifement of. 
the neceflitie of bis perfonal pefence in the ante warrs: 
fo2 otberiwife,the Romanes would not repairetand fuch as 
came difcomfited from Afia,would all depart. Sobhe areas 
teff qriefe that did cruciate and foment bis beart, was,to 
thinke that at 6 houre in tubich the fame of bis bnfo2tunaé 
fight hould be dinulgate and nopfed theough the Empire, 
andthe Germaines netoly revolted, bis enimies in Rome 
{would attempt fome commotion tn fhe common wealthe: 
fo2 that it is naturall vnto the common people, to ‘defire 
daily chaunge ofnewe Lords, 20he Gmperour Alexander 
determined in bis otvone perfon tobe tn the tyarrs of Ger- 
manic 3 andon the other part, did twsite fo the Senate as 
mo2ous letters, fending bnto Rome, tobe offergt in the 
femtples, great facrifices: and hippes loaden with wheate 
and ople, fo be diuided amongeft the people: and topntlp 
With this, be fecreately proutded to furnithe the frontiars 
With met and bicuals : in {uch tile, that this gwd prince, 
in bis ofone perfon would goe to the arres againtt bis ca 
nimies; and with bis cwds would inne the beartes of bis 
fubiects. With nofmall diligence, Alexander fraucilet 
from Afia fo Germanie ; and immediately bppon bis arris 
uall at Rhene,he mabe b2idges of boates, tobereon bis ara 
whies might freely pafle,and alfo fight with bis enimies, 
Alexander iourneying towards Germanic,entertepned 
certatne people called Maures, which lined inthe ficlocs 
Offroanos, bogbdering bppon Thracia: toboforght with 
long lances, bauing a bead of yzon at eche ende, with {uch 
Derteritie and readineffe on hozfeback, that inriding thep 
would take bp their lances falne bnto the ground:and alfa 
Wound thetr enimies as well in fighf,as afault, Many of 
¢hefe Maures tere meruailous readie archers at the crofs 
bolve + andas naturally the Germaines are high of bodies 
4 ang 
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any fldty atid laden With fleth,and the Maureson the other 
part, bery (hilful in hoting,and of ike life in fhirmibing: | 
fo thep behaued themfelues no moze no2 no Iefle vith the 
Germaines, then an archer twith a white at a Wutt,thatis 
fofay, without all danger fo trike the fame all fo peeces. 
Although the Romaines were fetv, pet in their marttal ats 
fay2es they bad profperous beginning, and no lelfe hope of 
ged fucceffe : but p Germaines , admitting they were maz 
ny.pet fought they with great miffogtunesbecaute the Ro- 
_ manes Were menof experience, but the Germaines chiedlp 
practifen manuring the fielos, of twithanding the Ger- 
maines bid repent them of their tuarlike attempts,and A- 
lexander not mifliking bis perfonall tourney: pet the gad 
prince forgat not fo requefé them, and alfo pray them twith 
peace ; fo2 which purpofe, be fent bnfo them wife Cmbals 
f{ado2s, that on bis bebalfe Hhould fay bnfo them deryp gad 
fom2ds,and offer large retards, with a general pardon of 
allinivries: this did bee, not fo2 feare, but pet with fome 
poubt of forztuncs bariableneffe, tobich in warlike attepts 
difcouereth ber dealing with mot oneertaintie, Zhe Ger- 
maines moft times beginne their twarres with choler , and 
yrotecute the fame twith furte: but in the end, they endure 
to be perfuaded by requefts,e to be onercome with monte, 
During the time that the Cmbatladours p2actifed peace, 
they eftablitged a trace betivirt both armies, whereat the 
Romane bottes tere amased,and no leffe efcandalised: foz 
that as then being flethed bponthe Germaines,thep would — 
revenge all iniurtes, and alfo rob them of their gads, 

_ An Alexanders armie there twas a Capteine named >> 
Maximinus, boone it Thracia, inlinage obfcure, ti conditts » 
on barbarons,of inclination bicious, in officea manfeyar, » 
and arobber on bighe twayes:iwho,fo2 bis baliauntneffe tn » 
Wwatreltke affay2es, came by all the degrees of chenalrte fo »» 
haue § charge of men of fwatre. Andtoconfider a meruatz » 
jong matter ofthis Maximius, whichis to fay: ) as ae »» 
ture was bis aduerfaric in depzining him of betfues natus »» 
ral,{o wag Ffoztune hisfauourer in all bariable chaurices; » 
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becaufe, then fortune fheweth her greatnesjwhen fuch ag 
* be offmallvalure,are aduanced to the pofleflionofmigh= 
“ tie thinges, SLbe Romanesconfidering hotwe Alexander 
“ pracifed peace with the Germaines, and that the trace cis 
* tinning,be gave bimfelfe bnto pleafure and bice,all fpopla 
“ and robbing ofenimies being remoucd, agreed ameonaett 
“ themfelues fo create Maximius Emperour, ¢ fo marther 
“ ¢hetr lod and Cmperour Alexander, lhe cate was thus, 
“ that Maximus being in the fielos, teaching certaine yonge 
“men fo play af weapons, fhe. confederate traptours came 
“ onto him, and taking Maximius amongeft them,apparels 
“ let bint twtth the robe and enfiqne of the Empire: tobo bes 
ing igno2aunt of their infent,and fuppofing it to be done in 
“ tall, bled fome refitance, 1ut,toben Maximius pereets 
“« wed bis promotion fo be no matfer of ielt, be petermined to 
“ Bill the true Cmperour in earnelk : toberof Alexander(all 
“ careleflcin bts tente) being aduertifen, begat fo chaunge 
“ countenance as one fo2e abafbed, and bis mother alfoto 
“ fall a toceping. Whe qenerous and valiant aentlementhaé — 
« Alexander bad with btm, bee did requettand perfaade to 
“ refift the trattour Maximius,and as god vaflals ¢ frends, 
« tn this cafe fo line and die with bint: which they all pros 
« mifed,but afterivards obferued nof, 

« Ube nert day early in the mozning, tt twas {atid bnto A- 
« lexander, that Maximius came accompanied {ith all the 
« armig : obereuppon Alexander Demaunding armour fo 
« ifue fo2th fo fiaht.there twas not one ma found that wouls 
« follotw: fo2 » atl bis men of twarre were retarned fo Maxi- 
« mius, and the mot of his feruauntes that night were fled. 
« Vaben Maximius came iwithin the bietwe of the imperiall 
s¢ fenf, tobere Alexander remapned,be fode Mill, and coms 
« maunded cerfaine Capitaines to goe to Alexander, not to 
« fake,but to kill bin: ¢ that by no meanes they (ould giue 
« him (pace 02 place todo any died, 02 fay to heate any of bis 
« tyo2ds: fo2 that many tines delayesinlike cafes bringto 
« pafle, that hee that fhould haue died, doth kill him that 
«fhould haue liued.. . be 
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Cit hen Maximnius his Captaines came bnto Alexanders » 
fente, be was blaming bis motber,faying,that by beranas » 
riceand couetoulnes be lof boty lifeand honour: but bis 
complaintes, and ber lamentations ertendedfofinal purs 
poie: fo2 that iopntly thep Aue the fonne, and mangled tbe 
mother allfopeces. Herodianus ( inbis Romane bitin: 
ties) fapth,that this chaunce and veath happened onto Ac | 
Jexander 3 but other Wittoztographers ,no lee qraue and” 
true, although they fap that bee niedin Germanie, pet fay ” 
not that be was fubducd in Afia: mozeouer , the occafton ” 
of bis death they repost after another mianer:becanfe He- ” 
rodianus knee not otberwife fo ercufe the treafor cont 
mitted by Maximius , but to fay, foo that Alexander jad » 
beene ouercomte,be twas odious bnto all fhe armic. 9 


CHAP. X. 
@ Ofa folemne Oration made by Alexan- 


der vnto his men of warre, 


py Ben Alexander departed from Rome fo goe info the 
Warres of Afia, be had areat regard bnto bis men of 
Watte, as well for their fafetie , as alfo for rebbing fuch 
countries as they were fo paffe : fo ,as natural isic for 
men of warre to rob their neighbours,as to killenimies. 
Geen he vit cate, he bad alwayes bis tente open: fo the 
- gndall men of bishoft Moutd both {ee anv knowe, that the 
ineate which be pid cate, had moze tate ef the arpenctis 
of the warres,then of the delicatenefie of Rome. Spiabtly 
Hee did vifite the circnite of bis campes and af all times 
{would aiue them fale alarms, fo pecid them aptnefle ts 
to arimout,and reavinelle fo repaire bnto their enfianes. 
4f any perfon did toander from bis faudard, cither fo rob, 
o2 but fo muchas to walke,the quatitic of the perfon cone 
fidered, hee recetued puni@iment moze 02 Iefic, Sptie: 
$f any Were a bzabler with bis botte, frolward inith bis 
Ai, Wi, Coie 
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<< LoMpanions, difobedient bnto his offiters,foke any thing 
« by biolence, 02 wasfoule mouthed, bee would fay thefe 
« {000208 bnfo hin: wouldeft thou, that as thou doeft, they 
« fhould doe,or as thou fayeft, they fhould fay vnto thee? 
« Knowelt thou not the prouerbe of the Chriltians, Quod 
<, tibino wes alters ne fecerzsythat is, what thou.wilt notto thy 
«< felfe,do not to another. Alexander fain that he beard this 
« Proucrbe fpoken,and he wit not whether of theewes 03 
«. Chriftians: whicheinbis heart toke fuch oeepe imp2eflts 
<c ON,that be dtd not onely fpcake and repeate,but alfo many 
<c Elines Wu2ofe the fame tnfo bis qgouernours sand further, 
<< Caufed them to be d2atwen bppon bis enfianes, and qraucn 
«« Dpon all bis tuozkes. Alexander being refioent in the ters 
.< tifozies of Antioche, tvas infozmed that a certaine Capte 
.. fatne had abufed an auncient oman, bothin Wwoo2d and 
., Dede: and both being called into bis prelence,and the mat: 
«< fer heard, be commaunded the Capitaine fo be deprined of 
« Dis teame and office, andof the liberties which hee had rez 
, celucd in Rome: and further, that hee Mould be fane tnto 
<< Te old Woman: furthermoze, bee commaunded that in 
,, Carpentats craft he hous perfourme bis fernice, maine 


- {etne big ola dame, Ice tien fo great fencrific and bars 


nefe tuith bis men of warre, that many times hee vifpat. 
ched them by tohole bandes : fo2 that be might not endure 
rhetr ciuil difentions : 02 robberies, and fcanvals amon: 
get neighbours. 

al Romane princes bad feare of their armics, evcept 
Alexander,and the caufe toby (as be fatd) bee feared thent 
not, was ; fo2 that be payed them very well, anoremoned 
all cccafion of repeebention from: bis ofune perfor and life: 
fo2 tt the ende, none hath true libertie to chaftice, but the 
man that is ofa fincere life. he armie remaypning in An- 
tioche, he tuas abuertifed that they aaucthemfelues tuto 
ivonien, haunted hoate houfes, and {pente and loft much 
time in baine playes andidlenctfe : wherenppon hee conv 
mannded all the Capitaines, Tribunes,and Centy ricns, 
Cobe takew, and with pons to be catt into ppifon, ate 
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fubhich caule there are amongett (hem; no fmaltfrandals 
info much that openly they durit fay bnto Alexander, tf 
on that paefent dap hee div not let them lofle, the nerfe dap 
following thep would depart onto the entmtes. Alexander 
being aduertifes & hat bis men of Warre had (aid, ¢ that 
thep ment fe do, conmmaunded them ali foappeare before 
His prefece, both fuch as Were in bonds, as thole that were 
at libertie; faying bnto then thele wozng; 


eAlexander his Ovation, made to 
his men of warre,at his commaunde- 
ment before him fummoned 
and affembled. 


Brothers, friends,and my companions,that which 
now I haueto fay vnto you, is more for y lous whi; y 
che I beare you, then feare which I haue of you: bes e ) 
caufe, princes that haue feare to’ execute iuftice, cither | 
it is for that they are vniuft:or becaule their {ubiectes 
fhould diffemble their owne proper vices. Howe 
would ye that I fhould fuffer you,being(as yeare)no- 
ble Romaines ? whom cruell tyrantes would not en- 
dure as their fubiectes. 2. There isnone,fo euil,.al- 
thoughe hee endeuour not to bevertuous , thar of the 
good holdeth not good opinion : wherof followeth, 
that it is much more euill for thecommon wealthe, 
the prince being vertuous , to fuffer perfons vicious: 
then him tharis vicious,to permit no.vice in his com 
mon wealth, ; BY senae 

The prince that confenteth ynto vices, and diffem; 
bleth with vicious perfons, is not to be named a. pitin 
full father , but.a.peruerfle and:-a,cruell tyrauntes 
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for that, notwithftanding at the prefent hee doeth 
not chaftice them, yet in proceffe the one fhall deftroy 
the other. Onevicious, with another thatis vicious, 
may neuer long continue in friendfhip : for prefently 
vpon the decay of vice,at the inftant their friendfhip 
faileth. Being (as lam) your prince according to iu- 
ftice, and your brother in loue, how would ye that I 
fhould fuffer you to rauifh women , play your wages 
away at dice , {poile orchardes, with other fuch like 
vile & beynous deeds Admitting that now I would 
paffeand diflemble the fame,yet doubtlefle,your fel- 
ues before others would blame & condemne y fame: 
becaufe this tribute the good haue ouer the euill , that 
if they bee greeued with the chaftifement giuen vnto 
the cuill , in the end they thall fome day praife him y 
did iuftice. Vnderftand ye not that ye are gentlemen 
of Rome and that on the day in which any man ta- 
keth the name ofa Romane, hee bindeth himfelfe to 
bee vertuous? Becaufe this name of Romanes, was 
not fo much magnified of our predeceffours , by kil- 
ling enimies in Afia, as by weeding vices out of oure 
common wealthes. 

Wree call the Perfians Barbarians , becaufe they 
haue taken that which was ours: and doubt ye that of 
Romanes,they fhall ‘not intitle vs tyrantes , that haue 
{poyled others? Jam named Alexander,and would 
imitate Alexander the great: of whome,and of his fa- 
ther king Philip it is faid., thatwhen they broughe 
foorth their armies to fighte , they feemed more a 
Senate in the common wealth, then men of warre. If 
they had done what ye nowe haue done,neuer might 
thofe princes haue obteined fo great victories of their 
énimies , either writers fo largely ‘to haue regi ey 
“ 3 | ele’ 
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their nobleand glorious deedes , either might I haue 
pray fed them with fo good wordes : whereof folow- 
eth, that the chiefelt effete to ouerthrowe enimies,is, 
to holde armies verie well difciplined. Princes vfe 
to lofe manie vitories not for want of iuftified war, 
but becaufe their men of warre are wicked: and ad- 
mittinge thatfome times euill men do conquere, yet 
inthe end thcy thal be vanquifhed,or elfe of the gods 
cruelly chafticed . Letthembe certeine, that areci- 
ther prefent or abfent , if anie one will be euill, either 
let him retutne vnto his houfe, or elfe we hhal chaf- 
cen him ifhe remaine vnder our ftandard : becanfe 
4tis notiuftethat wee , comminge torecouer that 
whiche1s vfurped from the common wealth, by bea- 
ringe with your woorkes , fhoulde defame our mo- 
ther Rome . If we fuffer {o manic trauels , aduenture 
‘out Celues info manie perills, and confume our trea- 
Cures , it is not for wante of oyle,wheate,wine,plate, 
‘or golde , but to magnifie the renowme of the Ro- 
maine Empire: and fince it is {% , howe is it poflible 
for the Gods to permitt ,that by the handes of infa- 
mous petfons ,we fhould obteine honout or renoune. 
Numa Pompilius , Quintus Cincinnatus, Marcus 
Marcellus , Paulus Emilius , Quintus Fabius,Cneus 
Fabricius , and Scipio Africanus brought to paffe, 
swith the Gods that the Romaine empire was accep- 
ted ,and that through the worlde the name of Rome 
was reuieréced:we read notin hiftories that thefe glo- 
rious and noble men, in their perfons were tyrants, 
and muche lefle woulde confente their armics tobe 
vicious . Beleeue me, friends and companions , Prin- 
ces that will mainteine the fame of good Princes,and 
notrecouer the reproche of tyrantes nee to haute 
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as greate care to preferue their armies from vice, 4s 
to auoyde the treafon of enimies: for that mendo ine 
curre greater daunger by fecrete vices ,then by open 
enimies . ‘That whiche ye haue done, is either good 
or euill: and ifrobbinge of fieldes , rayfingeof mu- 
tinies,and forceing of women, be good: then by this 
accompt , to honour temples, defende orphans , fa- 
crifice vnto the Gods , and to vie iuftice with all peo- 
ple , 1s wicked: fincethelawes whiche condemne 
the one,allowe the ocher : whiche of all you is neither 
to be beleued, either fo mucheas once to be thought: 
for, not withftandinge of euill wecan fay but euil: 
yct is it muche worfe to defende, then do it. If thefe 
infolencies whiche I haue rehearfed, and you haue 
committed,ye holde’for euill : why conceiueye not 
the chafticemente.giuen for the fame,to be good g If 
vertue and rewarde be coufines , who wil denie that 
the trefpafle & y punifhmentare brethren? He that or- 
deyned the conquerour to triumph, hath he not ap= 
pointed the theefeto be hanged 2 Willye be paide 
betore hande , for feruice vnperfourmed >. and will 
yencither pay or reftore that whiche ye haue pur- 
loy ned | 
_ Notwithftanding Princes hae greate libertiein 
the cmon wealth,yetare they not exempted or free 
frd iuftice:and will men of warre only be priuilegedy 
‘The wordes whiche ye haue vttered, and the threat- 
ninges which ye haue thundered, neitherdo. I take 
them as iniuries, or-yeald my felf to anie erieuous,a- 
gonic: for in killinge me, ye hall kill but one: yetin 
the ende, there fhall not wante inthe Emnpite,one to 
{ucceede mee, andalfo. tochaftice you. | 
That whiche! prefently requefte and commaund 
ant : Pe 
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you, is, toamendethatwhiche is paft , prefentely 
to imbrace quietnefie ,andto beaduifed in time to 
come: whiche if ye refufe, I fhall be forced to vfe ri- 
gour,becaufe I am not to fupporte mine Empire , by 
relicuing vicious fouldiouts , but in maintenance of 
all menby iutftice. 


 Wheleandluch wornes beeing faive, they became al 
snilde and pacified: andfurtber, allarmour beeing laive 
apatte,intoken ofobedience; and their beades cate 
potune, infiqne of (ozrolvescuecrie man departed onto 
bis charae. Bereby, the greate authozttic of Alexander in 
bis commaundements is fobee gathered: and the force 
Wwhiche be havin bis perfuatinge fpeache,fo be pondered, 
The bande and capteinethip which he dilmiMed, after rrr, 
paves he did bothe pardon and adinitte them: becaufe bee 
falve in them greate repentaunce , fo2 that which was 
paft, and readie mindes fo ferue bin tntime fo come: and 
foit came topatie, that aftertwardes in battell they p20- 
uedmen molt notable, and fuchin Dede, as fo home 
greatett qlozie was atuct, , | 


CHAP. XI. 


@ Of the victorie that Alexander obteined a- 
gainft the Perfians , and of his 
triumph, as fome wri- 
_ters do report, 


W Hen Alexander deparfed from Rome, becaufe ofthe 
Wwarres in Afia,a great part of Summer twas paff:fo2 
Which canfe, tt nas necefarte fo2 bimfo Winter in Antic 
oche: abinifting p delay increafeth cof, yet was if prefis 
table fo2 perfourmance of bis warlike attempts ; fo tba 
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in mene fine, be reformed bis armies, pronived bictuals; 
repayzed high waypes , recouered manie dDaungerous pals 
fages , andalforemoued from bis entmie mante confez 
berates, (ben fummer began, Alexander marched 
with his armic: after tobole entrance tntothe lande of 
Perfia , be perfourmedal erploites accuftomedin fuche a 
tourney : which is fo inte, brake b2tdges , ouerthzeme 
fortes, burned houfes, facked fownes , fpopled fieloes,kile 
led men, and did captiuate fyomen : twbereof we haue not 
fonreruell, for that notwithandinage warre be tuftifien, 
andall titiiges tufke therein demaunded , pef altvaypes 
the deedes tycreof be mofke bnintke . Cerfeine dayes bee- 
ing paff, oberin were trauerfed diners Daungerous fkire 
mithes, and nolefle periloustucounters,; by the confente 
of Alexander and Artaxerxes, they committed both their 
foztunes bnfo the merite of a battell: the Perfians being 
ouerthzowen,and the Romainsremaining conquerours: 
twherein, if Artaxerxes had ftaite bis bardinefle , and 
commicnded the matter bnto poltcie , placeing bis pots 
erin bis fortes and moffe ftronge places: ifbe had fuftes 
red the Romaines by tracte of time to confume théfelues, 
acco2ding to the cufEome of greate armies , in fraunge 
countries: he might baue preferued, both bis countrie 
and honour. O2eat riches fuere recoucred in that battell, 
andinfinite the captives tobiche then toere taken: and 
as the Perfians holdeit for a mofte qreate tniurie toferue 
any firaunge nation , fo Artaxerxes , notwithitandinge 
hee was pooze and overcome, qathered together areate 
funimes of money,and redeented all captives: in fuche 
wife, that in Perfia there remained no money, either a- 
nic captiues came bute Rome. 

Alexander recovered in thofe warres, the renoume 
ofbaliant, niagnanime , and not coucfeus: andbe 
was tuftelpintitaten dbaliannt,fo2 bis Douchtinelfe in fighe 
fig: magnantme, fo2 bis magnificent liberalitie : and 
notconefons , fo2 the fmallthare that bereferucd bne 
fo bis felfe, at 

sibe 
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The affaires of Perfia beeing oifpafchep, Alexander res 
turned binfo. Rome, enfering the fame iwvith qreate tris 
ump) , and glozie: for that conformable bntathe people 
and nation twbich they badfubtucd, twas the riches that 
Was bought tnfa the freafurie. And after being moune 
fen bpor the Capitol, belaide butothe Senate, after this 
manier, 


eA fhorte Oration made to 


the Senate. 


Fathers Confcript, for that I come tyred with fo 
longa iourncy,and you no lefle wearied in receiuing 
mee , it were no reafon to make long fpeache, muche 
leffe to inuent newe eloquence: becaufe thete is no- 
thing fo eloquently {poken, but if it bee faide out of 
time or place , feemeth tedious vnto the audience. 
He that fhall {peake , or perfuade others, hath not on- 
ly to confider what he faich , butalfo to obferue time, 
and refpe& the aflemblie : for the Sea at’one time, 
doth permite her felfe to be fpurned : and at another 
timenottobee touched . By that which ye haue 
hearde , as that which this day ye haue feene, ye may 
vnderftand howe daungerous this warre hath beene, 
and howe copious a'victorie we haue obteined : for 
as ye vnderftand( Fathers confcript) there is no great 
harueft , without great tillage . 

The cafe is thus , that the Perfians had in their fa= 
uour foure {core thoufand footernen , fixe thoufand. 
horflemen , feuen hundreth Elephants, two thou-: 
fand yron cartes,and two thoufand. flaues that were 
young men: the one halfe to beare victuals , and the 
oiiceralt tomendhighwayes. a i 

Lest 2) 


4o8  Thelifeofthe | 


On that day in which both the one & the other came: 
foorth into the fielde to fight, no man woulde haue 
thought,but y the whole world hadbene come toge- 
ther ,andalfo the deade rifen out of their graues. Of 
foote men we {lewe twentie thoufande, and did cap- 
tiuate twentie thoufande, of horfe men two thou- 
fande were killed , and three thoufande did yealde,of 
Elephantes we bringe three hundred , and three hun- 
dred we haue flaine : the cartes’, the flaues , and pri- 
foners, they haue redeemed by the weight of money, 
in {uch wife, that we hauetaken their countries ,ouer- 
come their perfons , and brought away their goods. 
I returne fafe & found, y armie inriched, king Artax- 
erxes defeated , the name of Rome magnified , and 
the confederates fatiffied : and with all thefe trauels 
though wecomewearied, yet are we not fatigated: 
becaufe victorie is fo {weete a thing, that it leadeth al 
trauells paft into obliuion. 

Alexander bautna (alae thefe uo2de8, the Senate ers 
clainted tuith loude boices, 
- Theimmortal Gods faue thee Alexander,the Gods 
make thy fame immorrtall , fince this day thou hafte 
honoured Rome with euerlaftinge fame. Thou haft 
ouercome the Perfians, vifited the Parthians , fubdu- 
ed kinges , inriched the armies, and placed vs in great 
honour « for which caufe, not ynworthily , weinti- 
tle thee Pater Patrie father of our countrie,T ribune of 
the people,moft highe Bifhoppe, firft Conful,8& only 
Emperour of the worlde. 

SLhefe ¢ {uch other erclamations manifetten by the See 
nate,at the ifue of fhe Capttcl gate, Alexander {aide bnto 
all perfors that there did attend bint. 

Fathers , fonnes, brothers , and companions yn- 
: to 
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to the fathets of the Senate, we haue gitien accompt 
ofall that we hauedone, and will gine you a reafon, 
as apperteineth,of al that we haue faide.For this day, 
the triumph pafte Cufficeth: to morowe,we wil vifite 
the temples : the nexte daye , we will offer greate {a- 
crifices : the fourth day , wee will giue libertie vato 
prifoners: the fifte day, we will dinide rewardes a- 
mongftthe poore widowes , and orphans : the fixte 
day,we wil begin y Perfike & Circen playes:for co- 
fidering the greatneffe of our victorie,we wil firft ac- 
complifhe with the}Gods, by whom we haue obrei- 
ned the f{ame:and then with men which gaue vs their 
afsiftance. 

@Wiben Alexander came from the Capitol, bee mous 
fed oni hozle backe fo ride tuto bis palace: Lobome, at that 
inftante, cerfeine auncient gentlemen of Rome did fake € 
beare bpon their Moulders, the people nathered together 
erclamtinae with lowde bopces , in this manner. ! 

Bleffed is Mamea thy mother , bleffed art thou A- 
jexander her fonne ; bleffed is Rome y- bred thee, 
bleffed is ¥ armie that elected thee, and bleffed is ¥ Se- 
nate y did confecrate thee: for in thee is conteyned y 
felicitic of O &auius,& the bountie of Traiane. Thou 
haft lead with theeinto the watres our hufbands,our . 
fonnes, and our friendes,whome thou bringeft backe 
with theeall founde, all riche, and likewitfe all conté> 
ted : wherfore, we fay vnto thee, that if this day we 
place thee vpon our fhoulders,for euermore we will 
lay vp thy memotic in our entrayles, 

4u thefe erclamations the people continued, bcfoze and 
bebinde, fo2 the {pace of foluer houres.ertremlp pefertng | 
all patage, butill the chartote triumphant, with foure C 
lephants,made the wayes open. lip which be faite One 
£0 § people, be commaunned prefently to be ase 
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AE the enide of thele featkes, be div inktitute atemple of 
birgines, Lobo were named AZaneaes, in renerence of his 
snother AZanca.Gt the fame time be receiued newwes, that 
at Tanger acitie of Africa , FuriusCelfus bad obteined 
bicforte, and Iunius Palinatus liketwife in Armenia fris 
umpbed oner the enimics , as alfo Varius Macrinus in II- 
lyria had mabe a conquetl of certeine countries : and the 
currers tobich bought p newes , prefented him alfo with 
the tables of Latwoell, Dbe featkes and triumphes being 
finithed, be tvoutoe be informed of the officers of the coms 
sion Iwealth, thatis tofay: botwin bis abfence thep ban 
bfenthe people, and howe they bad adminiftred tuftice: 
and fuche as bad nof done well, be remoued:and thole that 
had done well, he relwarded : gininage bnte fome moze hoe 
nourable offices, and Co others heritages and money. WDa- 
nize times Alexander tyoulde fay, that they deferued as 
greate gloriethat in time of warre did well gouerne the 
common wealth, asthey whichein the warres obteined 
wictoric, 


CHAP. XII. 


Ofthinges whiche hedid in Rome, and howe 
the tyrant 4Zaximius did kill himin 
Britaine, 


e: Fer that Alexander had fubdued and trinmphen o¢ 
uet the Perfians, certeine bapes be twas deteined in 
the qonernement and refourmation of the ciimon toealth: 
becaufe the longeabfence of princes breedeth wante of 
» infticeamoneftthe multitude. Of all the riches that 
»» he baounht from the warres of Afia, be did takefo2 bint 
»» felfe', but one bo2fe, one chariot, foure Clepbantes, ong 
» (teo2de , one cuppe of Jue , and a paper of poinctes, twhich 
» belonged bite kinge Artaxerxes :foz-asbe faite , The 
» pray of princes, ought tobe imployed on princes, Zhe 
Des 
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pefertce of the nioft Baungerous Frorticrs, he comntensed 
not but dnto men p bad great wealth inthe famertwhich if 
he hap not, be gauett them in fuch wife, that to conferue 
his fidelitic tohtch be did otve , ¢ fofauc bis gods iehich be 
potfetfed, be Mould be fozced fo defende bis countric,o2 ope 
in the enterp2ife. 

(here wasin Rome in thofe ayes a Mathematicia, 
named Thrafibulus , of wb Alexander dDemaunded tohat 
peath he hould dye : tubo annftucred: thou (halt ope ina 
firaunge countric , not in thine olde age, but by pftwm202 
of a Barbarian: whereat Alexander ivas nothtug altered, 
put rather with exceeding toy tmbzacttig Thrafibulus (aia; 

A certeine [peach of eAlexander against 
the terrour of death, 

Ifthe Gods did graunt voto other princes to liue per- 

etually, and commaund meeonely to dye, confefle 
I thould dolefully feele the deede of death: but our life 
being(as it is) fo fhorte,and death fo neceflarie : had 
rather dye in the field by the handes of mine enimics, 
then in my chamber compaffed with Phyficians. Vn- 
. to the greatneffe of Princes it appertaineth , not onely 
to leada good life,butalfo electan honourable death: 
and to this ende I fay vnto thee Thrafibulus,that all y 
felicitie of aPrince confilteth in well gouerning the 
common wealth, and alfo to imploye his life for the 
fame. What fame,or glorie, what eafe or quietnefie, 
doth followe the life of that Prince which dicth in his 
olde yeres,and fickely ? in which age, for the moft 

atte , olde men be euil ferued of their fubieStes , and 
contemned of {traungers. He that conceiueth 1t to bee 

ood for the prieft to dye in the temple,conceiucth no 
leffe of the Prince that dyeth in the field : forthat the 
office of the oneis to praye , & of the other to fight, 
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[ haue feene many dyehere in Rome , after the 
mannet which the common people do thinke the beft 
kinde of death : that isto faye , laden with yeares, 
Jaide in their beddes, accompanied with fonnes , ho- 
noured of parents , compafled with fonnes inlawe, 
vifited of Phyficians , and ferued of nephues : at 
whofe death, I beare no enuie : finceI knewe of them, 
that before their bodies were tafted of woormes, 
their hearts were vnbowelled with griefe 8 thought, 

Thrafibulus, thou doeft well knowe, thar Alex- 
ander, Darius , Hector, Pompeyus,Gayus > Lullt- 
us Seneca, and Demofthenes, were men in their per- 
fons verie glorious , indodtrines verie wife, and in 
their deedes no lefle heroycall: and yetall thefe with 
many others dyed,not accopanied with their friends, 
but by the handes of their enimies: neither were they 
blemifhed with fo yntimely a death,fince of them no- 
thing was lefle efteemed : but rather by their cruell 
deaths, they aduaunced their fames . No other thing 
is diuers in death , but onely the manner of the fame, 
fithence death in the ende is alwayes but one thinge: 
for we fhould not be afili@ed with the manner of our 
death : but what thinges we fhould repaire,to the a- 
médement of out life. Admitting that thefe cfidera- 
tions, apperteine more ynto Philofophers , then yn- 
to the fimple: yet I faye both to theeand other , that 
as it was not in our handes to be borne, fo thal not the 
manner of our death confift in our felues: but y houre 
being arriued , there and then fhall euery man finde 

for him felfe , what fortune hath prouided. 
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All thefe thinges Alexander faide tuto Thrafibulus tt 
fecrefe, and afterivards openly inthe bearing of all men. 
snot manie apes after thefe thinges pafled , Alexander 
Departed bufo the warres of Germanic , tobich were not 
profecnted in Germanic , bet in Galliatranfalpina: fo2 

‘becanle the French men were fublect tuto the Komains, 
the Germaines didinuade them, Alexander beeing tn the 
areatett beate of thefe warres, cerfcine mutinous fouldt- 
ours and oloe feruantes of Heliogabalus, did create a caps 
feine, named AZaximius., Cmperour : becaule the 
Cmperour Alexander twoulde not confente, but vtferly 
defefted their hozrible and vicious actes . Alexander res 
maining in the leffer Britaine ina place named Cilicia, 
Maximius ¢ bis trapterous adberentes determined fo kul 
hin their Ho2de and Cmperour, before tEmight be mae 
nifefted thoounh the armies:fo2 p, noftwithifanding diuers 
of thentdin doubt his (cueritie , pet onthe other parfe ail 
perfons did louchis inftice, 

Alexander repofinge af affer icone , } frapfours agres 
ed ivith ateffer fomurther bim tn bis tente : who beeing 
entred.fel into fuch difmay, that be not onty qaue cucr bis 
determined attempt bnperfourmed, butalfo fleade with 
no fimall doubt and feare affrighfed. Wut beeing afters 
Watdes retp2ed dnfo AZaximius and bis companions, pers 
fuaded them prefentlpto kill Alexander , beeing at that 
time onbis bedde folitarte and bnaccompanied, for that 
other wife he wwoulde difconer their tohole tntente: which 
be (aide, becanfe it wag A lawe AZartiall,thatanie which 
fhoulde aduenture to enter the tente of the prince with- 
out licence, fhoulde pay no leflethen the loffe of his life. 
Maximius ana bis complices confioeringe tobat the tefer 
had fatde , prefently determined fo murther thetr Love 

and Emperour Alexander ; andfo foyntly and furtouay 
entringe bis tente, fletue both bim , hisiofher, and 
all perfons that made telifance, 02 cuerthwarted thet 

Bi, with 
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with anie difpleafaunt {peache. Alexander died one the 
tivelith of Zune, alter thirtene perese nine dayesof bis 
Cinptre Were erpired: be lined twentie nine peres,thece 
moneths, andfeucndayes: andiwasa Pzince in Rome 
motte loucd in his life, and moff bewayled at bis death, 
Lhe enimies of Alexander did note bim,that he velpiten in 
btin feife to be natiue in Aflyria, that be loved gold, invens 
fednewe tributes , was fenere with fouldiours,vin what 
he could fo refemble Alexander AZagnus,and that be was 
lomewhate fufptctous . Wut the thing teberefoze Alexan- 
der twas moft blamed, andintly deferucd to bee nofed, 
ivas, that betig aman, and of greate experience in the gos 
ucrnement of the Cimpire , be continued {ubiect onto bis 
mother, as when he Wasa childes andin this cafeit was 
fuffictent, that be bad reuerenced and honoured her as a 
mother : and on the other parte to baue confioered, that 
ber counfell in the ende, vas but of a woman, Alexander 
ivas fo bituerfatly beloued of all nations of the Empire, 
that tt chaunced at bis death, which neuer was read fo 
bane chaunced af the death of any Weince of the twoploe, 
thjatistofape : that thep were all Gaine which beoughe 
{he relives of his death : neither fhe commaundements of 
commuffiens of bis fuccefour, toulde they obey: aduous 
chiige it tobee blafphemie tn the place of fo verfuonsa 
Prince, to peloe obedience bntoa traptour fo deteftable, 
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¢ A generall Table, conteyning 


the titles or arguments of euery 
Chapter throughout the bodie 
of this whole booke, 
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The life of the Emperour 
Traiane. Pag.13. 


OF foure renoumed cities that perifhed and were {ub- 
uertedin Spaine. , 
Of the countrie and birth of the Emperour Traiane. 
Howe Traiane pafled out of Spaine , being a young man 
to goeinto Italie, 
Of the friendfhip and parentage that Traiane had with 
the Emperour Nerua. | 


Howe Nerua was made Emperour, and adopted Traiane 


his fonne, 

Of the lawes that Traiane made, to the profite of the 
common wealth, 

Of the noble and. notable vertues that were in Tra 

. fane. » 3 

Of the proude and ftately buyldinges which Traiane 
made. 

Of fome vices whereof Traiane was noted. 

Of the fist wastes that Traiane had againft the Dati- 

aDS« 

Howe Traiane triumphed ouer the Datians, and refours 
med his common wealth. 

Of the fecond warres that Traianc had againft the Da= 

tians. | 

Ot the great buyldings that Traiane made in the king- 
dome of Datia. 

Of the fecond entring of Rome by the Emperour Tra~ 
jane , and the notable thinges ; which he didin the 
fame. 

What Traiane did in Sicyl , in Afsicg., and in 
Spaine, 

Howe Traiane did paffe out of Spaineinto Afia, and the 
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manner that hevfed in the warres, 

Of the honourable titles that the Romanes fent 
vnto Traiane, and of the earthquake in Anti- 
oche. 

Howe Traiane fubdued Affyria , and what he did 
in Babylon. 

Howe Traiane, after great trauell to pafle into the 
Indiaes , was conftreined to retyre. 

Howe Traiane comming from Afia to triumph in 
Rome , was ftaide by death in Sicyl. 


The life of the Emperour A- 
drian. Pag.71. 


Of the lineage from whence Adrian defcended, and 
of the place and countric where he was bred 8 
nourifhed. 

Of fome cuil inclinations that poffeffed & had po- 
wer in Adrian. ; 

Of the friendes and enimies which Adrian had. 

Of the loue that the Emperour Traiane had vato 
Adrian. 

Of the care and folicitude of Adrian , to obteine the 
Empire. 

Howe at Traianes death Adrian was declared Em= 
perour. 

of his entraunce into Rome. 

Of the good conditions and inclinations of As 
drian. 

Of the manner which Adrian vfed with the men of 

warlrte. 

OF the actes that Adrian did in Englande,Fraunce, 
and Spaine. 

Howe Adrian did paffe into Afia, and of the things 
that chaunced there. 

Of the great liberalitie that Adrian vfed,and fome 
crueltics that he committed. 

23... Of 
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13 Ofthe lawes thar Adrian made. 
14. Of fomeof his gratious and pythie fentences. 
1§ Ofthe chinges that he did worthie praife,and forme 
other thinges worthie difpraife. 
16 Whome Adrian did adopt to fucceede him in his 
Empire. 
17 Howe, and where the Emperour Adrian died. 


The life ofthe Emperour Antoninus 
Pius. Pag. 1:8. 


we 


Of the lineage and countrie of the Emperour Anto- 

ninus Pius. 

2 Ofthe inclination, proportion , and naturall fafhi- 
on of his bodie. , 

3 OF the woorkes of pietie which he did, and the 
caufe why hee was intituled Antoninus Pi- | 
us. ty 

4  Ofthe woordes that Adrian faide vato the Senate, a 
when he did adopt Antoninus Pius. 

s Ofthe officesthar Antoninus helde before he was 
Emperour. 

6 Howe hcheld all Prouinces in peace, not by armes, 
but with letters. 

> Howhe did vifite the officers of his csmon wealth, 
and the reformarion of his houfe. 

8 Of certeine notable buyldings erected by Anto- 
pinus. 

OF certeine lawes which the Emperour Antoniaus 
Pius made . 

to Of the prodigious and monfterous things that 
happened, during the Empire of Antonious 
Pius. 

1 Ofthe warresthat happened in the'rcigne of An- 
toninus Pius , and other his actes. 
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$2 Of the fuccefsion of the Empire , and the occafion 
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of his death, 


The life of the Emperour Com- 
modus, Pag.149. 


Of the byrth of the Emperour Commodus. 

Of the honourable titles giuen to the Empergye 
Commodus, in time of his youth. 

Howe Commodus did inherite the Empire of his 
father Marcus Aurelius, and ofa certeine {peach 
which he vfed ynto the Senate. 

Of a certeine famous and notable {peache , vied by 
oneofhis Tutours: forthat he would leaue the 
warre of Panonia ynfinifhed. 

Howe Commodus left the warres of Panoniato go: 
to Rome. 

Howe Cominodus was cruell , and of the cruelties. 
which he vfed. 

Of a certeine confpiracie attempted againft Com- 
modus , and of Perennius his mofte’ fauoured 
Counfellour. 

OF a confpiracie that Perengius wrought againft 
the Emperour Cominodus, 

Of the tyrant Materous, and of his treafon againft 
Commodus, 

Of the inexpected death of Cleander, a fauoured 
and mofte priuate feruaunt yato Commos 
dus. 

The reporte of a fyer which defcended from Hea- 
uen , and burned in Rome the Temple of 
Peace. 

OF many cruelties , andnot a fewe phantatticall: 
practifes of Commodus, 

A difcourfe of the prouinces that rebelled in his 
scigne , and the prodigies of his. death. 
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14 Howe Commodus was flaine, by thedeuife and 
counfell of his Courtefane Martia. 


The life of the Emperour Per- 


tinax. Pag. 240. 
wasp. 2, Of the lineage and countrie of the Emperour Perti- 
nax. 


2 Ofthe variable fortune that Pertinax did pafle , be- 
fore he obteined the Empire. 
3 VVhat was faide, and what he aunfwered vnto thofe 
perfons, thar offered him the Empire. 
4 A certeine notable {peache vttered by Letus , ynto 
"the armie, in the fauour of Pertinax. 
g Of an Oration made by Pertinax in the Senate » im= 
mediately after he was elected Emperour. 
6 Ofmanie thinges whiche he did after he was Empe~ 
rour. a 
7 Ofmany thinges whiche he did ordeine & refourme y 
in the common wealth. ' 
8 Ofcerteine vies wherewith he was infected, and of 
the prodigies of his death. 
Of the occafion that the Pretorians tooke to mur- 
ther him. 
19 Ofanotable fpeache that the Emperour Pertinax. 
vied, when his fouldiours came to kill him. 


Thelife of the Emperout Iulia- 
nus, Pag, 246. 


Chap. -2 Of the life, lineage, and countric of the Emperour 
: Iylianuse 
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Howe the Empire of Rome was fet to fale, and 
alfo foulde by proclamation. 

Of the greate and mortal! hatred whiche the Ro- 
maines did beare ynto Julianus » for buying the 
Empire. 

Of twoe Romaine Capteines named Seuerus and 
eg rebelled againft the Emperour Iu- 
janus. 

Howe by the commaundemente of the Senates the 

Emperour Iulianus was flaine, 


Thelife of the Emperour Seue- 
tus. Pag. 266. 


Of the lineage and countric of the Emperour Seue- 
rus. 
Of the offices which Seuerus heldein the Empire, 
before he was Emperour. 
Howe the Pretorians did eleéte him Emperour. 
How he reuenged the deathe of the good Emperour 
Pertinax. 
Of thinges that he didin Rome, prefently after hee 
was Emperour, 
Howe the Emperour Seuerus pafled into Afia a~ 
gainft Captcine Peffenius that rebelled againfte 
him. 
Of the warres that paffed betwixte Peflenius and Se~ 
verus, in Afia. 
Ofacrueli and furious battell, betwixte Peflenius 
and Seucrus, wherein Peflenius was flaine. 
Of the Conful Albinius, and howe he rebelled a- 
gainft Scuerusin Englande, 


190 Ofafamous fpeache that Seuerus vttered vnto his 


armies , tobringe them in hatred with his eni- 
mic Albinius. — 
1s Howe 
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11 Howe Seuerus departed from Afia to Fraunce, and 
fought with Albinius and flewe him. 

12 Howe after the death of Albinius,Seuerus returned 
to Rome, and there flewe many. 

:3 Howe Seuerus returned into Afia, and conquered 
many prouinces- 

14  OfSeuerus his fonnes, and of their euill inclina- 
tion. 

ts Of afauoured feruaunt of Seucrus named Plautia- 
nus. 

66 Of acerteine treafon that Plautianus had ordei- 
ned againfte Seuerus, and howeit was difco- 
ucred, 

17 Of the particular vices and vertues of Seucrus. 

18 Howe Seuerus pafled into greate Britaine,where 
he dyed. 


The life of the Emperour Bafsia- : 
nus. Pag. _.230. i 


Howe Bafsianus and his brother Geta did inherite 
the Empire of their father Seuerus. 
2 Howein’Rome they burie their Emperours » and of 
greate ceremonies which there they vied. 4 
3 Ofthe mortall hatred betwixte Bafsianus and Geta 
_ hisbrother. [ 
4 Ofanexcellent fpeache vttered by the mother vnto 
her fonnes : 
5 HoweBaGianus , to obteine the Empire ynto_him- 
{elfe, flewe his brother in his mothers armes. 
6 Ofacerteine fpeache vfed of Bafsianus vato the See 
nate,excufinge himf{elfe of the death of his bro- 
ther Geta. 
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g Of the greate crucltic of Baflianus , and of fuche as 
he commaunded to be flaine. 
8 Ofthe prouinces which Bafsianus did trayell,and the 
thinges which he did therein, 
9° Ofan horrible crueltic that Bafsianus committed in 
Alexandria. ) 
to. Of a letter which Bafsianus did write vnto the kinge 
of Parthians ,to haue his daughter in marti- 
age. 
11 Of another folemne letter, wherein the kinge ¢f the 
Parthians anfwered Bafsianus. 
12 Howe Bafsianus committed a greate treafon againit 
the Parthians. 
13 Howe Bafsianus was flaine by the commaundement 
of his priuate capteine Macrinus. 
14 Howe Macrinus excufing him felfe of the death 
of Bafsianus,did aduaunce himfelfe with the Ems 
pire. 


The life of the Emperour Helio- 
gabalus. Pag. 374. — 


# Ofthelincage and nouriture of the Emperour He- 
liogabalus. 
Howe Capteine Macrinus did exalte him. felfe with 
the Empire, after the death of Bafsianus. 
3 Howe the great matrone Mefia bought the Empire 
for her nephuc Heliogabalus. 


& 


‘4 Howe Macrinus did write a letter ynto the renow- 


med Mefia, after he vnderftoode his deprivation 
of the Empire. 
Ofa letter written by the great matrone Mefia ynto 
the Tyrant Macrinus. 
Howe ee Tyrantc Macriaus was flaine in Bat= 
coll. 
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Of a notable letter, written by the matrone Mefiz, vnto 
the Scnate of Rome,crauing the cosfirmation of the 
Empire ynto Heliogabalus her nephuc. 

$ Howe the Romane Senate did allowe the election of 

Heliogabalus, and ofthe prefent apparance of his 
' wickedneffe. 
5 Ofmany vices that were conteined in the Emperour He- 
liogabalus, — . 

to Ofaletter written by the greate matrone Mefia , vnto 

her nephuethe Emperour Heliogabalus, 

gx Of certeine lawes which the Emperour Heliogabalus 
«made in Rome. i cil 

12 Howe Heliogabalus was thrice married,and of his mar- 

rying of the Gods together. | 

33 Howe Heliogabalus folde. offices, and practifed many 

Vices. 
14 Or fhamefull’ death of the Emperour Helioga- 
alus. . 
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The life of the Emperoutr Alexander 
Seuerus. i Pag.433 e 


: Ofthe nouriture and naturall countric of the Emperour 
Alexander Seuerus. 

2 Howe Alexander was aduaunced vnto the Empire, and of 
his laudable manners. 

Howe Alexander being inuefted with the Empire, pre- 
fently did vifite and refourme his common wealth. 

4  Ofthe milde conditions of Alexander , and of his grate~ 
full conuerfation. 

Of his zeale of iuftice and other commendable actes , as 
well touching his perfon, as his common wealth. 
Howe watre was offered in Afia vnto Alexander, and 

what was faide ynto his Ambafladours.. 
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“g Ofa difcrete {peache vied by Alexander vnto his men of 


warre. 
8 Howethe Romanes were overcome of the Perfians. 
9 Oforher warres which he had in Germanie, and (as fome 
do faye) was there flaine. ent 
SR zo Ofa folemne Oration made by Alexander vato his men 
A, &* of warré. 
Z rr Of the vittorie that Alexander obtcined againft shie 
¥: Perfians, and of his triumph, as fome writers 4 9¢ re- 
port. 7 aft 
| 4 12 Of thinges which he did in Rome, and howe the. «sant 
ped Maximius did kill him in Britaine. ee ae 
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